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VOLUME THE FOURTH. 


Jam provideo animo, ant qui, proximis litter ri *. induQt, mare 
pedibus ingrediuntur, quicquid progreditur, in vaſtiorem me alti- 

tudinem, ac velut profuudum invehi ; et creſcere — opus, quod 
- Fiths daes N minui videbatur. 
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3 9 1 l Admin iſtration of Julian. 


nions of his victory ; the grateful P n = 


enjoyed the bleſſings of his reign ; but the fa- 

|  vourites, who had oppoſed his elevation, were 
offended by his virtues; and they juſtly conſi- 
dered the friend of the people as the enemy of 
the court. A — as the . of Julian was 


Vol. IV. B doubtful, 85 
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H IL E the Romans. languiſhed under The jealouſy 
5 the ignominious tyranny of eunuchs andi iu gin 
5 biſhops, the praiſes of Julian were repeated withjulia. 
tranſport in every part of the empire, except in the 
palace of Conſtantius, The Barbarians of Ger- 
many had felt, and ſtill dreaded, the arms of 


the young Czar; his ſoldiers were the com 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 


doubtful, the buffoons of the palace, who were 
ſkilled in the language of ſatire, tried the effica- 
cy of thoſe arts which they had fo often prac- 
tiſed with ſucceſs. They eaſily diſcovered, that 
his ſimplicity was not exempt from affectation: 
the ridiculous epithets of an hairy ſavage, of an 
ape inveſted with the purple, were applied to 
the dreſs and perſon of the philoſophic war- 
rior; and his modeſt diſpatches were ſtigmatiz- 

ed as the vain and elaborate fictions of a loqua- 
cious Greek, a ſpeculative ſoldier, who had 
ſtudied the art of war amidſt the groves of the 


academy (1). The voice of malicious folly was at 


length ſilenced by the ſhouts of victory; the 


conqueror of the Franks and Alemanni could 


no longer be painted as an object of contempt; 
and the monarch himſelf was meanly ambitious 
of ſtealing from his lieutenant the honourable 
reward of his labours. In the letters crowned 
with laurel, which, according to ancient cuſtom, 
were addreſſed to the provinces, the name of 


Julian was omitted. Conſtantius had made 


his diſpoſitions in perſon; he had ſignalized 


his valour in the foremoſt ranks; his military 


conduct had ſecured the victory; and the 
captive king of the Barbarians was preſented 
to him on the field of battle,” from which he 
was at that time diſtant above forty days jour- 
ns e ors on. "ney. 


40 
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(i) Omnes qui plus poterant in palatio, adulandi profeſſores jam docti, 


recte conſulta, proſpereque completa vertebant in deridiculum : talia fine 


modo ſtrepentes inſulſe; in odium venit cum victoriis ſuis; capella, non 


homo; ut hirſutum Julian um carpentes, appellanteſque loquacem tal- 
par, et purpuratam fimiam, et litterionem Græcum: et his congruentia. 
plurima atque vernacula principi reſonantes, audire hec taliaque geſtienti, 

virtutes ejus obruere verbis impudentibus conabantur, ut ſegnem inceſ- 


ſentes et timidum et umbratilem, geſtaque ſecus verbis comptioribus ex- 
ornantem. Ammianus, xvil. 111 BY 
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| ney (2). So extravagant a fable was incapable, 


thoſe artful ſycophants, who coloured their miſ- 


the merits of Julian, they acknowledged, and 


might inſtantly be converted into the moſt 
dangerous crimes; if the inconſtant multitude 


tempted from his allegiance by the hopes of re- 


ſon 


imitable virtues of Julian. 
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' OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE 3 


however, of deceiving the public credulity, or 
even of ſatisfying the pride of the emperor 
himſelf. Secretly conſcious that the applauſe 
and fayour of the Romans accompanied the 
riſing fortunes of Julian, his diſcontented mind 
was prepared to receive the ſubtle poiſon of 


chievous deſigns with the faireſt a e of - 
truth and candour (3). Inſtead of depreciating 


even exaggerated, his popular fame, ſuperior 
talents, an important ſervices. But they dar- 
ly inſinuated, that the virtues of the Cæſar 


ſhould prefer their inclinations to their duty; or 
if the general of a victorious army ſhould be 


TENSE, and independent greatneſs. The per- 
fears of Conſtantius were interpreted by Fears and 


nvy of 
his council as a laudable anxiety for the public c astius. 


ſafety ; whilſt in private, and perhaps in his own 
breaſt, he diſguiſed, under the leſs odious ap- 
pellation of fear, the ſentiments of hatred and 
envy, which he had ſecretly conceived lor the in- 


. „ 

(2) Ammian. xvi. 12. The orator Themiſtius (iv. p. 36. 57.) believed 
whatever was contained in the Imperial letters, which were addreſſed to 
the ſenate of Conſtantinople. Aurelius Victor, who publiſhed his Abridg- 
ment in the laſt year of Conſtantius, aſcribes the German victories to the 
Wiſdom of the emperor, and the fortune of the Cæſar. Yet the hiſtorian, 
ſoon aſterwards, was indebted to the favour or eſteem of Julian for the ho- 
nour of a braſs ſtatue ; and the important offices of conſular of the ſe- 
cond Pannonia, and prefect of the city. Ammian. xxi. 10. * 

(3) Callido nocendi artiſicio, accuſaforiam dititatem laudum titu{is perg- - 


gebant. . , Hz voces fuerunt ad inflammanda odia probris omnibus po- 1 
tentiores See Mamertin. in Act ione Gratiarum in Vet Paneęyr- 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 


imminent danger of the eaſtern provinces, of- 
fered a ſpecious pretence for the deſign which 


thoſe faithful troops who guarded his perſon and 


dignity ; and to employ. in a diſtant war againſt 


the Perſian monarch, the hardy veterans who 


had vanquiſhed, on the banks of the Rhine, the 


fierceſt nations of Germany. While Julian uſed 


in the adminiſtration of power, which, in his 
hands, was the exerciſe of virtue, he was ſur- _ 


the laborious hours of his winter-quarters at Paris 


priſed by the haſty arrival of a tribune and a 


notary ; with poſitive orders from the emperor, 


which they were directed to execute, and be was 
commanded not to oppoſe. Conſtantius ſigni- 


fied his pleaſure, that four entire legions, the 


Celtæ, and Petulants, the Heruli, and the Bata- 


vians, ſhould be ſeparated from the ſtandard of 


Julian, under which they had acquired their 


fame and diſcipline; that in each of the remain- 
ing bands, three hundred of the braveſt youths 


ſhould be ſelected; and that this numerous de- 


inſtantly begin their march, and exert their ut- 
moſt diligence to arrive, before the opening of 


tachment, the ſtrength of the Gallic army, ſhould 


the campaign, on the frontiers of Perſia (4). The 


Cæœſar foreſaw, and lamented, the conſequences. 
of this fatal mandate. Moſt of the auxiliaries, 
who engaged their voluntary ſervice, had ſtipu- 


lated, 


(4) The minute interval, which may be interpoſed between the hyeme 


adultd and the primo vere of Ammianus (xx. 1. 4.), inftead of allowing a 
ſufficient ſpace for a march of three thouſand miles, would render the or- 


ders of Conſtantius as extravagant as they were unjuſt, The troops of 


Gaul could not have reached Syria till the end of autumn. The memory 


of Ammianus muſt have been inaccurate, and his language incorrect. 


was artfully concerted by the Imperial miniſters. F 
They reſolved to diſarm the Czfar ; to recall 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


RH lated, that they ſhould never be obliged to paſs 
the Alps. The public faith of Rome, and the 


rſonal honour of Julian, had been pledged 
for the obſervance of this condition. Such an 
act of treachery and oppreſſion would deſtroy 
the confidence, and excite the reſentment, of 
the independent warriors of Germany, who con- 


ſidered truth as the nobleſt of their virtues, and 
freedom as the moſt valuable of their poſſeſſions. 


The legionaries, who enjoyed the title and pri- 
vileges of Romans, were enliſted for the general 


defence of the republic; but thoſe mercenary 


troops heard with cold indifference the anti- 
quated names of the republic and of Rome. At- 


tached, either from birth or long habit, to the 


climate and manners of Gaul, they loved ang 
admired Julian; they deſpiſed, and perhaps 
hated, the emperor; they dreaded the laborious 
march, the Perſian arrows, and the burning de- 


ſerts of Aſia. They claimed, as their own, the 


their want of ſpirit, by pleading the ſacred and 


more immediate duty of protecting their families 
and friends. The apprehenſions of the Gauls 
were derived from the knowledge of the im- 


pending and inevitable danger. As ſoon as 
the provinces were exhauſted of their military 
ſtrength, the Germans would violate a treaty 
which had been impoſed on their fears; and 
notwithſtanding the abilities and valour of 
Julian, the general of a nominal army, to whom 
the public calamities would be imputed, muſt 


find himſelf after a vain reſiſtance, either a pri- 


ſoner in the camp of the Barbarians, or a crimi- 

nal in the palace of Conſtantius. If Julian 
complied with the orders which he had received, 
he ſubſcribed his own deſtruction, and that of a 
e e people 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL. 
people who deſerved his affection. But a poſi- 


tive refuſal was an act of rebellion, and a decla- 
- ration of war. The inexorable jealouſy of the 
Emperor, the peremptory, and perhaps inſidious, 


nature of his commands, left not any room for 


a fair apology, or candid interpretation ; and 
the dependent ſtation of the Cæſar ſcarcely al- 


lowed him to pauſe or to deliberate.. Solitude 


longer apply to the faithful counſels of Salluſt, 


who had been removed from his office by the 


afraid, or aſhamed, to approve the ruin of Gaul: 


The moment had been choſen, when Lupici- 
nus (5), the general of the cavalry, was diſpatch- 
ed into Britain, to repulſe the inroads of the 
Scots and Picts; and Florentius was occupied at 
Vienna by the aſſeſſment of the tribute. The 
latter, a crafty and corrupt ſtateſman, declining 


to aſſume a reſponſible part on this dangerous 


_ occaſion, eluded the preſſing and repeated invi- 


tations of Julian, who repreſented to him, that 


in 9851 important meaſure, the preſence of the 
t was indiſpenſable in the council of the 


prince. In the mean while the Cæſar was op- 


preſſed by the rude and importunate ſolicitations 


of the Imperial meſſengers; who preſumed to 


| ſuggeſt, that if he expected the return of his mi- 
 Hiſters, he would charge himſelf with the guilt 
VFC — of 


(8) Ammianus, xx. 1. The valour of Lupicinus, and his military 
kill, are acknowledged by the hiſtorian, who, in his affected language, 


accuſes the general of exalting the horns of his pride, bellowing in a 


tragic tone, and exciting a doubt, whether he was more cruel or avarici- 


ous. The danger from the Scots and Pits was fo ſerious, that Julian 


himſelf had ſome thoughts of paſſing over int othe iſland. 


judicious malice of the eunuchs: he could not 
even enforce his repreſentations by the concur- 
rence of the miniſters, who would have been 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


of the delay, and reſerve for them the merit of 
the execution. Unable to reſiſt, unwilling to 
comply, Julian expreſſed, in the moſt ſerious 


terms, his wiſh, and even his intention of re- 


ſigning the purple, which he could not preſerve 


with honour, but which he could not abdicate 


After a painful conflict, Julian was compelled 
to acknowledge, that obedience was the virtue 


of the moſt eminent ſubject, and that the ſove- Their div 
reign alone was entitled to judge of the public. 
welfare. He iſſued the neceſſary orders for car- 
rying into execution the commands of Conſtan- 
tius; a part of the troops began their march for 
the Alps; and the detachments from the ſeveral 
garriſons moved towards their reſpective places 
of aſſembly. They advanced with difficulty 
through the trembling and affiighted crowds of 


provincials ; who attempted to excite their pity 


by filent deſpair, or loud lamentations; while- 


the wives of the ſoldiers, holding their infants in 


their arms, accuſed the deſertion of their huſ- 
bands in the mixed language of grief, of tender- 


neſs, and of indignation. This ſcene of gene- 
ral diſtreſs afflicted the humanity of the Ceſar , 


he granted a ſufficient number of poſt-waggons 
to tranſport the wives and families of the ſoldi- 
ers (6), endeavoured to alleviate the hardſhips 


which he was conſtrained to inflict, and en- 
creaſed, by the moſt laudable arts, his own po- 
pularity, and the diſcontent of the exiled troops. 
The grief of an armed multitude is foon con- 
yerted into rage; their licentious murmurs, 


() He granted them the permiſſion of the curſis clavularis, or clabula- 
vi. Theſe poſt-waggons are often mentioned in the Code, and were ſup- 
poſed to carry fiftcen hundred pounds weight, See Valeſ. ad Ammian. 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 


which every hour were communicated from tent 


to tent with more boldneſs and effect, prepared 
their minds for the moſt daring acts of ſedition; 
and by the connivance of their tribunes, a ſea- 
ſonable libel was ſecretly diſperſed, which paint- 
_ ed, in lively colours the diſgrace of the Cæſar, 
the oppreſſion of the Gallic army, and the feeble 


_ progreſs of this dangerous ſpirit. They preſſed x 


vices of the tyrant of Aſia. The ſervants of 


Conſtantius were aſtoniſhed and alarmed by the 


the Cæſar to haſten the departure of the troops; 
but they imprudently rejected the honeſt and ju- 


dicious advice of Julian; who propoſed that 


they ſhould not march through Paris, and ſug- 


geſted the danger and temptation of a laſt i in- 


They pro- 


emperor. 


terview. 


claim Julian As ſoon as the approach of the troops was | 


announced, the Cæſar went out to meet them, 


and aſcended his tribunal, which had been erect- 
ed in a plain before the gates of the city. Af- 


ter diſtinguiſhing the officers and ſoldiers, who 


by their rank or merit deſerved a peculiar at- 
_ tention, Julian addreſſed himſelf in a ſtudied 


oration to the ſurrounding multitude : he cele- 


brated their exploits with grateful applauſe ; 


encouraged them to accept, 'with alacrity, the 


| Honour of ſerving under the eyes of a powerful 


and liberal monarch ; and admoniſhed them, 


that the commands of Au guſtus required an 
inſtant and cheerful * The ſoldiers, 


who were apprehenſive of offending their general 


by an indecent clamour, or of belying their 


ſentiments by falſe and venal acclamations, 


maintained an obſtinate ſilence; and, after a 


ſhort pauſe, were diſmiſſed to their quarters. 


The principal officers were entertained by the 


Czar, who droben, in the warmeſt language 


of 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


of friendſhip, his defire and his inability to re- 
ward, according to their deſerts, the brave com- 


panions of his victories. They retired from the 


_ feaſt, full of grief and perplexity ; and lament- 
ed the hardſhip of their fate, which tore tem 
from their beloved general and their native coun- 
try. The only expedient which could prevent | 
their ſeparation was boldly agitated and ap- 
proved; 
moulded into a regular conſpiracy; their juſt 


the popular reſentment was inſenſibly 


reaſons of complaint were heightened by paſ- 
ſion, and their paſſions were inflamed by wine; 
as on the eve of their departure, the troops were 
indulged in licentious feſtivity. At the- hour of 
midnight, the impetuous multitude, with ſwords, 


and bowls, and torches, in their hands, ruſhed 
into the ſuburbs ; 
and, careleſs of future dangers, pronounced the 


encompaſſed the palace (7) 3. 


fatal and irrevocable words, JULIAN Avcus- 
Tvs ! The prince, whoſe anxious ſuſpence was 


N interrupted by their diſorderly acclamations, ſe- 


cured 1 


mM Moſt probably the palace of the baths ( Thermarum ), of which * 
ſolid and lofty hall Rtill fubſiſts in the rue de la Har pe. The buildings co- 


vered a conſiderable ſpace of the modern quarter of the univerſity; and 

the gardens, under the Merovingian kings, communicated with the abbey 
of St. Germain dez Prez. | 
ancient palace was reduced, in the twelfth century, to a maze of ruins z 3 
| Whoſe dark receſſes were the ſcene of licentious love. | . 


By the injuries of time and the Normans, this 


| Explicat aula ſinus montemque amplectitur alis; 


| Multiplici latebra ſeelerum terſura ruborem. 


-- - - - - pereuntis ſæpe pudoris 
Celatura nefas, Veneriſque accommoda furtir. 


(Theſe lines are quoted ſrom the Architrenius, J. iv. ©; 8, 2 poerical 8 


work of John de Hauteville, or Hanville, a Monk of St. Albans, about 


the year 1190. See Warton's Hiſtory of Engliſh Poetry, vol. 1. dif- 


ſert. ii.) Vet ſuch thefts might be leſs pernicious to mankind, than the 
_ theological diſputes of the Sorbonne. which have been ſince agitated on 
the ſame ground. Bonamys Mem, de I Academie, tom. xv. p. 678— 
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THE DE CLINE AND FALL 


cured the doors againſt their intruſion ; and, as 
long as it was in his power, fecluded his perſon 


and dignity from the accidents of a nocturnal 
tumult. At the dawn of day, the ſoldiers, whoſe 


zeal was irritated by oppoſition, forcibly entered 


the palace, ſeized, with reſpectful violence, the 


obje& of their choice, guarded Julian with 


drawn fwords through the ſtreets of Paris, placed 
him on the tribunal, and with repeated ſhouts 
ſaluted him as their emperor, Prudence, as well 
as loyalty, inculcated the propriety of reſiſting 


their treaſonable deſigns; and of preparing for 


his oppreſſed virtue, the excuſe of violence. 
Acddreſſing himſelf by turns to the multitude and 


to individuals, he ſometimes implored their mer- 
cy, and ſometimes expreſſed his indignation; 
conjured them not to ſully the fame of their im- 


mortal victories; and ventured to promiſe, that 
if they would immediately return to their alle- 
giance, he would undertake to obtain from the 
_ emperor, not only a free and gracious pardon, 
but even the revocation of the orders which had 
excited their reſentment. But the ſoldiers, who 
were conſcious of their guilt, choſe rather to 
depend on the gratitude of Julian, than on the 


clemency of the emperor. Their zeal was in- 


ſenſibly turned into impatience, and their impa- 
tience into rage. The inflexible Cæſar ſuſtained 
till the third hour of the day, their prayers, their 


reproaches, and their menaces ; nor did he yield, 


till he had been repeatedly aſſured, that if he 
wiſhed to live, he muſt conſent to reign, He 
was exalted on a ſhield in the preſence, and 
amidſt the unanimous acclamations, of the 


troops; a rich military collar, which was offered 


I 
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by chance, ſupplied the want of a diadem (8); 
the ceremony was concluded by the promiſe of 


a moderate donative (9); and the new emperor, 
overwhelmed with real or affected grief, retired 
into the moſt ſecret receſſes of his apartment (10). 
The grief of Julian could proceed only from g., 
| his innocence; but his innocence muſt appear tations of in- 
extremely doubtful (11) in the eyes of thoſe who Te 
have learned to ſuſpect the motives and the pro- 
feſſions of princes. His lively and active mind 
was Tuſceptible of the various impreſſions of hope 
and fear, of gratitude and revenge, of duty and 
of ambition, of the love of fame and of the fear 


of reproach. But it is impoſlible for us to calcu- 


late the reſpective weight and operation of theſe 
ſentiments; or to aſcettain the principles of ac- 
tion, which might eſcape the obſervation, while 
they guided, or rather impelled, the ſteps of 
Julian himſelf. The diſconterft of the troops 
was produced by the malice of his enemies; 


their 


(8) Even in this tümultuous moment, Julian attended to the forms 
of ſuperſtitious ceremony; and obſtinately refuſed the inauſpicious uſe of 
a female necklace, or a horſe-collar, which the impatient ſoldiers would | 
have employed in the room of a diadem. | | 


(9) An equal proportion of gold and filver, five pieces of the former, 
one pound of the latter; the whole amounting to about five pounds ten 
| ſhillings of our money. „„ ES ood OT 
0) For the whole narrative of this revolt, we may appeal io futhen- 
tic and original materials; Julian himſelf (ad S. P. Q. Athenienſem, 
p. 282, 283, 284.), Libanius (Orat. Parental. e. 44-48. in Fabricius 
Bibliot. Græc. tom. vii. p. 169.273), Ammianus (Xx. 4), and Zoſi- 
mus (1. iii. p. 131, 15%, 153.), who in the reign of Julian, appears to 
follow the more reſpectable authority of Eunapius. With fuch guides, 


we might negle& the abbreviators and eccleſiaſtical hiſtorians. 


(11) Eutropius, a reſpectable witneſs, uſes a doubtful Expreſſion, 
conſenſu militum' (v. 15.). Gregory Nazianzen, whoſe Ignorance | 
might excuſe his fanaticiſm, directly charges the apoſtate with preſumpti - 


on, madneſs, and impious rebellion, 4er α, aro, gl. 


proteſ· 8 
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their tumult was the natural effect of intereſt and 
of paſſion ; and if Julian had tried to conceal a 
deep deſign under the appearances of chance, 
he muſt have employed the moſt conſummate 
artifice without neceſſity, and probably without 
ſucceſs. He ſolemnly declares, in the preſence 
of Jupiter, of the Sun, of Mars, of Minerva, 
and of all the other deities, that, till the cloſe of 
the evening which preceded his elevation, he 
was utterly ignorant of the deſigns of the ſol- 
diers (12); and it may ſeem ungenerous to 


diſtruſt the honour of a hero, and the truth of a 


philoſopher. Yet the ſuperſtitious confidence 
that Conſtantius was the enemy, and that he him- | 
ſelf was the favourite, of the gods, might prompt 
him to deſire, to ſolicit, and even to haſten the 
auſpicious moment of his reign, which was 
. predeſtined to reſtore the ancient religion of 
mankind. When Julian had received the intel- 
ligence of the conſpiracy, he reſigned himſelf to 
a ſhort ſlumber; and afterwards related to his 


friends, that he had ſeen the Genius of the em- 


pire waiting with ſome impatience at his door, 
preſſing for admittance, and reproaching his 
want of ſpirit and ambition (13). Aſtoniſhed 
and reel, he NT his prayers to the 


great : 


| (12) Julian. ad 8. P. Q. Athen. p. 284. The devout Abbe * h 


Bleterie (Vie de Julien, p. 159.) is almoſt inclined to reſpect the devout 
Proteſtations of a Pagan. 

(13) Ammian. xz. 5. with the note of 1 on the Grads 

of the empire. Julian himſelf, in a confidential letter to his friend and 

' phyſician, Oribaſius (Epiſt. xvii. p. 384.), mentions another dream, to 

Which, before the event, he gave credit; of a ſtately tree thrown to the 

ground, of a ſmall plant ſtrik ing a deep root into the earth. Even in bis 


ſleep, the mind of the Cæſar muſt have been agitated by the hopes and 


fears of his fortune, Zoſimus bo lit, p. 155.) relates A x 
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deſcribed by Tacitus (Hiſt. 1. 80—85.). B 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


great Jupiter; who immediately ſignified, by a 
clear and manifeſt omen, that he ſhould ſubmit 


to the will of heaven and of the army. The 


conduct which diſclaims the ordinary maxims of 
reaſon, excites our ſuſpicion and eludes our en- 
quiry. Whenever the ſpirit of fanaticiſm, at 
once ſo credulous and ſo crafty, has infinuated 
itſelf into a noble mind, it inſenſibly corrodes 
the vital principles of virtue and veracity. 


To moderate the zeal of his party, to protect His embaſly 


the perſons of his enemies (14), to defeat and tot, Catan 
deſpiſe the ſecret enterpriſes which were formed 
_ againſt his life and dignity, were the cares which 
employed the firſt days of the reign of the new 
Emperor. Although he was firmly refolved to 
maintain the ſtation which he had aſſumed, he 
was ſtill deſirous of ſaving his country from the 
calamities of civil war, of declining a conteſt 
with the ſuperior forces of Conſtantius, and of 

_ preſerving his own character from the reproach _ 

of perfidy and ingratitude. Adorned with the 

enſigns of military and Imperial pomp, Julian 
ſhewed himſelf in the field of Mars to the'f6ld-_ 
| ters, who glowed with ardent enthuſiaſm in the 


cauſe of their pupil, their leader, and their 
friend. He recapitulated their victories, lament- 


ed their ſufferings, applauded their reſolution, 
animated their hopes, and checked their impe- 
tuoſity; nor did he diſmiſs the aſſembly, till he 
had obtained a ſolemn promiſe from the troops, 
that if the emperor of the eaſt would ſubſcribe 
an equitable treaty, they would renounce any 
views of conqueſt, and ſatisfy themſelves with 
) Oo ro oo. 


( 14) The difficult ſituation of the prince of a rebellious army is gal | 


guilt, and much leſs abilities, than Julian, 


ut Otho had much more 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 


the tranquil poſſeſſion of the Gallic provinces. 
On this foundation he compoſed, in his own 
name, and in that of the army, a ſpecious and 
moderate epiſtle (15), which was delivered to 
Pentadius, his maſter of the offices, and to his 
chamberlain Eutherius ; two ambaſſadors whom 


he appointed to receive the anſwer, and obſerve 


the diſpoſitions of Conſtantius. This epiſtle is 
inſcribed with the modeſt appellation of Cæſar; 
but Julian ſolicits in a kg wages though re- 
ſpectful manner, the confirmat 
Auguſtus. He acknowledges the irregularity of 
his own election, while he juſtifies, in ſome 
meaſure, the reſentment and violence of the 
troops which had extorted his reluctant conſent. 
He allows the ſupremacy of his brother Conſtan- 
tius; and engages to ſend him an annual preſent 
of Spaniſh horſes, to recruit his army with a 
ſelect number of Barbarian youths, and to accept 
from his choice a Pretorian prefect of approved 
diſcretion and fidelity. But he reſerves for him- 
ſelf the nomination of his other civil and military 
_ officers, with the troops, the revenue, and the 
| ſovereignty of the provinces beyond the Alps. 


He admoniſhes the emperor to conſult the dic- 


tates of juſtice ; to diſtruſt the arts of thoſe ve- 
nal flatterers, who ſubſiſt only by the diſcord of 
- princes; and to embrace the offer of a fair and 
e treaty, equally advantageous to the 
republic, and to the houſe of Conſtantine. In 
this negociation Julian claimed no more than he 
already poſſeſſed. The delegated authority which 
he had long exerciſed over the provinces of 
z fd WT, 8 Gaul, 


ET» this oſtenſible epiſtle he added, ſays Ammianus, private letters, 
objurgatorias et mordaces, which the hiſtorian had not ſeen, and would 


not have publiſhed, Perhaps they never exiſted, 


mation of the title of, 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 15 


Gaul, Spain, and Britain, was ſtill obeyed under 
a name more independent and auguſt. The 
ſoldiers and the people rejoiced in a revolution 


which was not ſtained even with the blood of the 


guilty. Florentius was a fugitive; Lupicinus a 
priſoner. The perſons who were diſaffected to 
the new government were diſarmed and ſecured; 
_— the vacant offices were diſtributed, accord- 
to the recommendation of merit, by a 

we. Boy who deſpiſed the intrigues: of the palace, 
and the clamours of the ſoldiers (16). 

The negociations of peace were accompanied His Gn. 
and ſupported by the moſt vigorous preparati-and fifth ex- 


peditions be- 


ons for war. The army, which Julian held in yond the 


readineſs for immediate action, was recruited Rhine, 5 
and augmented by the diſorders of the times. 366 
The cruel perſecution of the faction of Mag- 
nentius had filled Gaul with numerous bands of 
outlaws and robbers. They chearfully accepted 
the offer of a general pardon from a prince 
whom they could truſt, ſubmitted to the re- 
ſtraints of military diſcipline, and retained only 
their implacable hatred to the perſon and govern- 
ment of Conſtantius (17). As ſoon as the ſeaſon 
of the year permitted Julian to take the field, 
he appeared at the head of his legions; threw a 
bridge over the Rhine in the neighbourhood of 
Cleves; and prepared to chaſtiſe the perfidy of 
the Attuarii, a tribe of Franks, who preſumed 

e 


(16) See the firſt tranſactions of his reign, in Juliart ad S. P. Q. Athen. 
p. 285, 286. Ammianus, xx. 5 8. Liban. Orat. Parent. e. 495 56. 
p. 273.275. 

(17) Liban. Orat. Parent, c. So. p. 27%, 276. A range diſorder, 
ſince it continued above ſeven years. In the factions of the Greek repub- 
lics, the exiles amounted to 20, ooo perſons; and Iſſocrates aſſures Philip, 


that it would be eaſier to raiſe an army from the vagabonds than from the 
= cities. See Hume s Eſſays, tom. 1. p. 455 427. | 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 


that they might ravage, with impunity, the 
frontiers of a divided empire. The difficulty, 
as well as glory, of this enterprize, conſiſted in 
a laborious march ; and Julian had conquered, 


as ſoon as he could penetrate into a country, 
which former princes had conſidered as inacceſſi- 
ble. After he had given peace to the Barbari- 
ans, the emperor carefully viſited the fortifica- 
tions along the Rhine from Cleves to Baſil; ſur- 7 
veyed with peculiar attention, the territories 


which he had recovered from the hands of the 


Alemanni, paſſed through Beſangon(18), which 
had ſeverely ſuffered from their fury, and fixed 
his head-quarters at Vienna for the enſuing win- 
ter. The barrier of Gaul was improved and 
ſtrengthened with additional fortifications ; and 


Julian entertained ſome hopes, that the Ger- 


mans, whom he had ſo often vanquiſhed, might, 
in his abſence, be reſtrained, by the terror of 
his name. Vadomair (19) was the only prince of 


the Alemanni, whom he eſteemed or feared; 


and while the ſubtle Barbarian affected to obſerve 
the faith of treaties, the progreſs of his arms 
threatened the ſtate with an unſeaſonable and 


dangerous war. The policy of Julian conde- 


| ſcended to ſurpriſe the prince of the Alemanni 

by his own arts; and Vadomair, who, in the 
SE „ Character 
5 | ( 18) Julian (Epiſt. xxxvili. p. 414.) gives A ſhort deſcription of Veſon- 
tio, or Beſangon; a rocky peninſula almoſt encircled by the river Doux; 


once a magnificent city, filled with temples, &c. now reduced to a ſmall 


town, emerging however from its ruias, 3 


0 (19) Vadomair entered into the Roman ſervice, and was promoted 3 


from a Barbarian kingdom to the military rank of duke of Phœnecia. He ; 


g ſtill retained the ſame artful character (Ammian. xxi. 4.); but, : under 
the reign of Valens, de fignalized his valour in the Armenian war 


(xxix. I.). 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


character of a friend, had incautiouſly accepted 


an invitation from the Roman governors, was 
ſeized in the midſt of the entertainment, and 
ſent away priſoner into the heart of Spain. Be- 
fore the Barbarians were recovered from their 


= amazement, the emperor appeared in arms on 


— = the banks of the Rhine, and once more croſ- 


ſing the river, renewed the deep impreſſions of 
terror and reſpect which had been already made 
by four preceeding expeditions (20).  _ 


important commiſſion. But, in their paſſages » 
through Italy and Illyricum, they were detained © 
by the tedious and affected delays of the provin- 
cial governors; they were conducted by flow 
journies from Conſtantinople to Czſarea in Cap- 
padocia ; and when at length they were admitted 
to the preſence of Conſtantius, they found that 
he had already conceived from the diſpatches of 
his own officers, the moſt unfavourable opinion 


3 
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the trembling meſſengers were diſmiſſed with in- 


in the 


racter 
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nian war 


2 


dignation and contempt; and the looks, the 
= geſtures, the furious language of the monarch, 
expreſſed the diſorder of his foul. The domeſ- 
tic connection, which might have reconciled the 
brother and the huſband of Helena, was recent- 
= ly diſſolved by the death of that princeſs, whoſe 
pregnancy had been ſeveral times fruitleſs, and 
Mas at laſt fatal to herſelf (21). The empreſs 
rr Tec Euſebia 


(20) Ammian, XX. 10. xxi. 3. 4. Zoſimus, L Hi. p- 158. 


> (21) Her remains were ſent to Rome, and interred near thoſe of her 


* '* fiſter Conſtantina, in the ſuburb of the Via Nomentana. Ammian. xxi. 1. 


o Libanius has compoſed a very weak apology to juſtify his hero from a very 


I 7 


The ambaſſadors of Julian had been inſtruct-Pruiles | 
ed to execute, with the utmoſt diligence, theirj42.590. 


declaration 


ar, 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 


Euſebia had preſerved to the laſt moment of her 


life the warm, and even jealous, affection which 


ſhe had conceived for Julian and her mild influ- 
ence might have moderated the reſentment of a 


prince, who, ſince her death, was abandoned to 


his own patlions, and to the arts of his eunuchs, 
But the terror of a foreign invaſion obliged him 
to ſuſpend the puniſhment of a prov e ; 
he continued his march towards the confines of 


Perſia, and thought it ſufficient to ſignify the 


conditions which might entitle Julian and his 
guilty followets to the clemency of their offend- 
ed ſovereign. He required, that the preſumptu- 


ous Cæſar ſhould expreſsly renounce the appella- 
tion and rank of Auguſtus, which he had ac- 


cepted from the rebels; that he ſhould deſcend 
to his former ſtation of a limited and dependent 


mitiifter ; that he ſhould veſt the powers of the 


ſtate and army in the hands of thoſe officers who 


were appointed by the Imperial court ; and that 


he ſhould truſt his ſafety to the aſſurances of 
pardon, which were announced by Epictetus, a 
_ Gallic biſhop, and one of the Arian favourites of 
Conſtantius. Several months were ineffectually 
_ conſumed in a treaty which was negociated at 
the diſtance of three thouſand miles between 


Paris and Antioch ; and, as ſoon as Julian per- 
ceived that his moderate and reſpectful behaviour 


fer ved only to irritate the pride of an implacable 
adverſary, he boldly reſolved to commit his life 


and 


abſurd charge ; of poiſoning his wife, and rewarding her phyſician with 


his mother's jewels. (See the ſeventh of ſeventeen new orations, pub- _ 


liſhed at Venice 1754, from a MS, in St. Mark's library, p. 119—127.) 
Elpidius, the Pretorian prefect of the Eaſt, to whole evidence the accu- 
{er of Julian appeals, is arraigned by Libanius, as effeminate and ungrate- 
tul z yet the religion of Elpidius is praiſed by Jerem (tom, i, p. 243). 
and his humanity by Ammianus (XXI. 6.), EO LO Ld 
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pk irreconcilable war, | 
before, had celebrated the Chriſtian feſtival of 


of THE ROMAN EMPIRE. ug. 


and fortune to the chance of a civil war. He 

gave a public and military audience to the quæf- 
tor Leonas ; the haughty epiſtle of Conſtantius 
was read to the attentive multitude ; and Julian 
proteſted, with the molt flattering deference, 
that he was ready to reſign the title of Auguſtus, 

if he could obtain the conſent of thoſe whom he 


acknowledged as the authors of his elevation. 


The faint p:opofa] was impetuouſly ſilenced; 
and the acclamations of * Julian Auguſtus, 
continue to reign, by the authority of the ar- 
„my, of the people, of the republic, which 


* you have faved,” thundered at once from 


every part of the field, and terrified the pale 
ambaſſador of Conſtantius. A part of the let- 


ter was afterwards read, in which the emperor 


arraigned the ingratitude of Julian, whom he 


had inveſted with the honours of the purple; 


whom he had educated with ſo much care and 
tenderneſs ; whom he had preſerved in his infan- 


cy, when he was left a helpleſs orphan ; an 


++ orphan !” interrupted Julian, eget r his 
cauſe by indulging his paſſions : ** Does the af- 


* ſaffin of my family reproach me that I was 


left an orphan ? He urges me to revenge thoſe 
injuries, which I have long ſtudied to forget.“ 
The aſſembly was diſmiſſed; and Leonas, who, 
with ſome difficulty, had been protected from 
the popular fury, was ſent back to his maſter, 
with an epiſtle, in which Julian expreſſed, in a 
ſtrain of the moſt vehement eloquence, the ſen- 
timents of contempt, of hatred, and of reſent- 


ment, which had been ſuppreſſed and embittered 


by the diſſimulation of twenty years. After this 
meſſage, which might be conſidered as a ſignal 
Julian, who, ſome weeks 


2 the 
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Euſebia had preſerved to the laſt moment of her 
life the warm, and even jealous, affection which 


| ſhe had conceived for Julian; and her mild influ- 


ence might have moderated the refentment of a 


prince, who, ſince her death, was abandoned to 
his own paflions, and to the arts of his eunuchs. 
But the terror of a foreign invaſion obliged him 


—_— 
he continued his march towards the confines of 


Perſia, and thought it ſufficient to fignify the 
conditions which might entitle Julian and his 


guilty followets to the clemency of their offend- 


| ed ſovereign. He required, that the preſumptu- 


ous Cæſar ſhould expreſsly renounce the appella- 
tion and rank of Auguſtus, which he had ac- 


cepted from the rebels; that he ſhould deſcend 


to his former ſtation of a limited and dependent 


 mitiifter ; that he ſhould veſt the powers of the 
ſtate and army in the hands of thoſe officers who 
were appointed by the Imperial court; and that 
he ſhould truſt his ſafety to the aſſurances of 


pardon, which were announced by Epictetus, a 


Gallic biſhop, and one of the Arian favourites of 


Conſtantius. Several months were ineffectually 


conſumed in a treaty which was negociated at 
the diſtance of three thoufand miles between 


Paris and Antioch ; and, as ſoon as Julian per- 
ceived that his moderate and reſpectful behaviour 


ſerved only to irritate the pride of an implacable 
adverſary, he boldly refolved to commit his life 


and 


abſurd charge ; of poiſoning his wife, and rewarding her phyſician with 
his mother's jewels. (See the ſeventh of ſeventeen new orations, pub- 


liſhed at Venice 1754, from a MS, in St. Mark's library, p. 119—127.) 


Elpidius, the Pretorian prefect of the Eaſt, to whoſe evidence the accu. 
fer of julian appeals, is arraigned by Libanius, as effeminate and ungrate- _ 


tul z yet the religion of Elpidius is praiſed by Jerom (tom, i, p. 245;), 
and his humanity by Ammianus (xxi, 6.). „ 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


and fortune to the chance of a civil war. He 


gave a public and military audience to the quef- 


tor Leonas; the haughty epiſtle of Conſtantius 


# was read to the attentive multitude ; and Julian 
> proteſted, with the molt flattering deference, 
that he was ready to reſign the title of Auguſtus, 
if he could obtain the conſent of thoſe whom he 
acknowledged as the authors of his elevation, 
The faint p:opofal was impetuoufly ſilenced; 
and the acclamations of Julian Auguſtus, 
continue to reign, by the authority of the ar- 
„my, of the people, of the republic, which 


* you have ſaved,” thundered at once from 
every part of the field, and terrified the pale 


ambaſſador of Conſtantius. A part of the let- 
ter was afterwards read, in which the emperor 


arraigned the ingratitude of Julian, whom he 
had inveſted with the honours of the purple; 
whom he had educated with ſo much care and 
tenderneſs; whom he had preſerved in his infan- 
cy, when he was left a helpleſs orphan ; an 
++ orphan !” interrupted Julian, oe roar en 


cauſe by indulging his paſſions : ©* Does the aſ- 


“ ſaffin of my family reproach me that I was 
left an orphan ? He urges me to revenge thoſe 
* injuries, which I have long ſtudied to forget.“ 
The aſſembly was diſmiſſed ; and Leonas, who, 
with ſome difficulty, had been protected from 


the popular fury, was ſent back to his maſter, 


with an epiſtle, in which Julian expreſſed, in a 
ſtrain of the moſt vehement eloquence, the ſen- 


timents of contempt, of hatred, and of reſent- 


ment, which had been ſuppreſſed and embittered 
by the diſſimulation of twenty years. After this 
meſſage, which might be conſidered as a ſignal 
of irreconcilable war, Julian, who, ſome weeks 
before, had celebrated the Chriſtian feftival of 
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20 THE DECLINE AND FALL 
the Epiphany (22 „ made a public declaration 


that he committed the care of his ſafety to the 


IMMORTAL cops; and thus publickly renoun- 


ced the religion, as well as the e of 
Conſtantius (23). 

Julian pre- 
ack Con- and immediate reſolution. 
from intercepted letters, that his adverſary, ſa- 


crificing the intereſt of the ſtate to that of the 
monarch, had again excited the Barbarians to 
invade the provinces of the Weſt. The poſiti- 
on of twe magazines, one of them collected on 
the banks of the lake of Conſtance, the other 


formed at the foot of the Cottian Alps, ſeemed 
to indicate the march of two armies; and the 


ſize of thoſe magazines, each of which conſiſted | 
of ſix hundred thouſand quarters of wheat, or 
rather flour (24), was a a threatening evidence of 

he 


( 22) Feriarum die quem 8 menſe 3 Chriſtiani Epipha- 
nia dictitant, progreſſus | in eorum eccleſiam, ſolemniter numine orato 
diſceſſit. Ammian. xxi. 2. Zonaras obſerves, that it was on Chriſtmas- 


day, and his aſſertion is not inconſiſtent ; ſince the churches of Egypt, 
Aſia, and perhaps Gaul, celebrated on the ſame day (the ſixth of Janu- 
ary), the nativity and the baptiſm of their Saviour, The Romans, as 
ignorant as their brethren of the real date of his birth, fixed the ſolemn 
feſtival to the 25th of December, the Brumalia, or winter ſolſtice, 
when the Pagans annually celebrated the birth of the Sun. See Bing- 
| ham's Antiquities of the Chriſtian Church, I. xx. c. 4. and Beauſobre 
Hiſt. Critique du Manicheiſme, tom. ii. p. 690 - 7 


(23) The public and ſecret negociations between Conſtantius and Julian, 


muſt be extracted, with ſome caution, from Julian himſelf (Orat. ad 
8. P, Q. Athen, p. 286.), Libanius (Orat, Parent. c. 51. p. 276.), Am- 
mianus (xx. 9.) Zoßmus (1. iti, p. 184.), and even Zonaras (tom. ii. J. 


(iii; p. 20, 21, 22.), who, on this occaſion, 1 to have poſſeſſed and 
uſed ſome valuable materials. 


(24) Three hundred myriads, or theee lend of. 8 2 corn- 


meaſure familiar to the Athenians, and which contained fix Roman modi. 
Julian explains, like a ſoldier and a ſtateſman, the danger of his ſituati- 


Athen. p. 286, 387.). 


The ſituation. of Julian required a vigorous 
He had diſcovered 


on, and the neceſſity and advantages E: an | offenſive war Ark 1 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 
the ſtrength and numbers of the enemy, who 
prepared to ſurround him. But the Ii le- 


gions were ſtill in their diſtant quarters of Aſia; 
the Danube was feebly guarded ; and if Julian 


could occupy, by a ſudden incurſion, the im- 


portant provinces of Illyricum, he might expect. 
people of ſoldiers would retort to his D 
ſtandard, and that the rich mines of gold and 
filver would contribute to the expences of the 
He propoſed this bold enterpriſe to 
inſpired them with 


that a 


civil war. 
the aſſembly of the ſoldiers; 
a juſt confidence in their general, and in them- 
ſelves ; and- exhorted them to maintain their re- 
putation, of being terrible to the enemy, mode- 


rate to their fellow-citizens, and obedient to 


their officers. His ſpirited diſcourſe was received 
with the loudeſt acclamations, 


Gaul, now declared with alacrity, that they 
would follow Julian to the fartheſt extremities of 
Europe or Aſia. 


miniſtered ; and the ſoldiers, claſhing their 


ſhields, and pointing their drawn {words to their 


throats, devoted themſelves, with horrid impre- 
cations, to the ſervice of a leader whom they 


W celebrated as the deliverer of Gaul, and the con- 
This ſolemn en- 


y af- 


queror of the Germans (25). 
gagement, which ſeemed to be dictated b 
tection, rather than by duty, was ſingly oppoſed 
by Nebridius, who had been admitted to the of- 
fice of Prætorian præfect. That faithful miniſ- 
ter, alone and unaſſiſted, aſſerted the rights of 


4 Conſtantius in the midſt of an armed and angry 


multi- 


(25) See his oration, and the behaviour of the troops, in FORT | 


21 


and the fame 
troops which had taken up arms againſt Con- 
ſtantius, when he ſummoned them to leave 


The oath of fidelity was ad- 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 


multitude, to whoſe fury he had almoſt fallen ar 


honourable, but uſeleſs, ſacrifice. After loſing 
one of his hands by the ſtroke of a ſword, he 
embraced the knees of the prince whom he had 
offended. Julian covered the prefect with his 


Imperial mantle, and protecting him from the 


_ zeal of his followers, diſmiſſed him to his own 
| houſe, with leſs reſpect than was perhaps due to 
the virtue of an enemy (26). The high office of 
Nebridius was beſtowed on Salluſt; and the 

provinces of Gaul, which were now delivered 
from the intolerable oppreſſion of taxes, enjoy- 


His march 
from the 
Rhine into 
Illyricum. 


ed the mild and equitable adminiſtration of the 
friend of Julian, who was permitted to practiſe 
thoſe virtues which he had inſtilled into the mind 
•j c 

Phe hopes of Julian depended much leſs on 
the number of his troops, than on the celerity 


of his motions. In the execution of a daring 
enterpriſe, he availed himſelf of every precauti- 


on, as far as prudence could ſuggeſt; and 


where prudence could no longer accompany his 


ſteps, he truſted the event to valour and to for- 


tune. In the neighbourhood of Baſil he aſ- 


ſembled and divided his army (28). One body, '$ 
which conſiſted of ten thouſand men, was di- 


_ rected, under the command of Nevitta, general 
of the cavalry, to advance through the midland 


parts 


(26). He ſternly refulad his hand to the ſuppliant preſeQ, whom he ſent 


. into Tuſcany (Ammian. xxi. 5.) Libanius, with ſavage fury inſults 
Nebridius, applauds the ſoldiers, and almoſt cenſares the humanity of Ju- 


lian (Orat. Parent. c. $3. p. 278.) . | 
(27) Ammian. xxi. 8. In this promotion, Julian obeyed the Jaw 


which he publicly impoſed on himſelf. Neque civiles quiſquam judex nec 
militaris rector, alio quodam præter merita ſufiragante, ad potiorum ve- 
niat gradum (Ammian. xx. .). Abſence did not weaken his regard for 
Salluſt, with whoſe name (R. D. 363.) he honoured the conſulſhip. 

(28) Ammianus (xxi. 8) aſeribes the ſame practice, and the ſame mo- 
tive, to Alexander the Great, and ether ſkilful generals. | 
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parts of Rhetia and Noricum. A ſimilar divi- 


lion of troops, under the orders of Jovius and 
Jovinus, prepared to follow the oblique courſe 


of the highways, through the Alps and the nor- 


thern pow. of Italy. The inſtructions to the 


ms were conceived with energy and preci- 


on: to haſten their march in cloſe and compact 
columns, which, according to the diſpoſition Hs 
the ground, might readily be changed into any 

order of battle; to ſecure themſelves againſt the 
ſurpriſes of the night by ſtrong poſts and vigi- 
lant guards; to prevent reſiſtance by their un- 

expected arrival; to elude examination by their 
ſudden departure ; to ſpread the opinion of their 
ſtrength, and the terror of his name; and to 
join their ſovereign under the walls of Sirmium. 


For himſelf, Julian had reſerved a more difficult 


and extraordinary part. He ſelected three thou- 
ſand brave and active volunteers, reſolved, like 
their leader, to caſt behind them every hope of -- 
a retreat; at the head of this faithful band, he 
fearleſsly plunged into the receſſes of the Marci- | 
an, or black foreſt, which conceals the ſources _ 
of the Danube (20); and, for many days, the 


fate of Julian was unknown to the world. The 
ſecrecy of his march, his diligence, and vigour, 
ſurmounted every obſtacle ; he forced his way 


over mountains and moraſſes, occupied the brid- 
ges or ſwam the rivers, purſued his direct 
2 courſe ( 30), without reflecting whether he tra- 
3 verſed | 
490 This wood was 2 P of che kt Hercynian foreſt, which, in the 


time of Czfar, ſtretched away from the country of the Rauraci (B20 3 
into the boundleſs regions of. * North. See Cluver. Germania Antiqua, 5 


J. Hi. & 7. 
(30) Compare Libanius, Ga Parent. c. ; 3. p. 278, 279 with Gre- 


7 A 8077 Nazianzen, Prat. i Ut. p. 68. Even che faint admires the ſpeed and ſe- 


23 


24 


the ſtream of the Danube. 
mariners, who plied their oars with inceſſant dili- 
- gence, and the ſteady continuance of a favour- 
able wind, carried his fleet above ſeven hundred 

miles in eleven days (32); and he had already 
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verſed the territory of the Romans or of the 


Barbarians, and at' length emerged, between 
Ratiſbon and Vienna, at the place where he de- 


ſigned to embark his troops on the Danube. By 
a well-concerted ſtratagem, he ſeized a fleet of 
light brigantines (31), as it lay at anchor; ſe- 
cured a ſupply of coarſe proviſions ſufficient to 
fatisfy the indelicate, but voracious, appetite of 


a Gallic army; and boldly committed himſelf to 


diſembarked his troops at Bononia, only nine- 


teen miles from Sirmium, before his enemies 
could receive any certain intelligence that he had 
left the banks of the Rhine. 
this long and rapid navigation, the mind of Ju- 

lian was fixed on the object of his enterpriſe ; 
and though he accepted the deputations of ſome 
cities, which haſtened to claim the merit of an 
early ſubmiſſion, he paſſed before the hoſtile ſta- 
tions, which were placed along the river, with- 
{44 out 


crecy of this march. Pep divine might apply to the 5 of Jo- 
lian, the lines which were originally deſigned for another apoſtate: 
wmn—- eagerly the fiend, 
- O't er hos, or ſteep, through ſtrait, rough, dente, or rare, 
With head, hands, wings, or feet, purſues his way, 
And ſwims, or ſinks, or wades, or creeps, or flies. 


(31) In that interval the NVotitia places two or three fleets, the Lauria- 


cenſis (at Lauriacum, or Lorch), the -Arlapenſis, the Maginenſis; and 


mentions five legions, or cohorts, of Liburnarii, Who ſhould be a ſort of 
- marines. Sect, Iviii, edit. Labb. | | 

(32) Zoſimus alone (l. iii. p. 186 J has ſpecified this intereſting circum- 

ſtance. Mamertinus (in Panegyr. Vet. xi. 6, 7, 8.), who accompanied 


Julian, as count of the ſacred largeſſes, deſcribes this voyage in a florid 
and pictoreſque manner, A Sao and the Argonauts of 


Greece, &c. 


The labours of his 9 
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4 out indulging the temptation of neten an 


3 F uſeleſs and ill- timed valour. The banks of the 
Danube were crowded on either ſide with ſpec- 
5 tators, who gazed on the military pomp, antici- 


pated the importance of the event, and diffuſed 
1 through the adjacent country the fame of a 
young hero, who advanced with more than mor- 

a ſpeed at the head of the innumerable forces 


pof the Weſt. Lucilian, who, with the rank of 
ö 15 general of the cavalry, commanded the military 


powers of Illyricum, was alarmed and perplex- 
ed by the doubtful reports, which he could nei- 
ther reject nor believe. He had taken ſome 


flow and irreſolute meaſures for the purpoſe of 


collecting his troops; when he was ſurpriſed by 
Dagalaiphus, an active officer, whom Julian, as 


3 0 ſoon as he landed at Bononia, had puſhed for- 
Z wards with ſome light infantry. The captive 
general, uncertain of his life or death, was haſti- 


* ly thrown upon a horſe, and conducted to the 


= preſence of Julian; who kindly raiſed him from 


$ Y the ground, and diſpelled the terror and amaze- 


ment which ſeemed to ſtupify his faculties. But 
| | Lucilian had no ſooner recovered his ſpirits, 
than he betrayed his want of diſcretion by pre- 
Z © ſuming to admoniſh his conqueror, that he had 
raſhly ventured, with a handful of men, to ex- 
poſe his perſon in the midſt of his enemies. 
= © Reſerve for your maſter Conſtantius theſe ti- 
mid remontirances,” replied Julian, with a 
5 {mile of contempt ; „when I gave you my 
purple to kiſs, I received your not as a coun- 
IX ©< ſellor, but as a ſuppliant.” Conſcious that 


ee 
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boldneſs only could command ſucceſs, he in- 


i 7 ſtantly advanced, at the head of three thouſand 


= ſoldiers, to attack the ſtrongeſt and moſt popu- 
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ſucceſs alone could juſtify his attempt, and that 
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lous city of the Illyrian provinces. As he en- 


tered the long ſuburb of Sirmium, he was re- 


ceived by the joyful acclamations of the army 


and people; who, crowned with flowers, and 
holding lighted tapers in their hands, conducted 


their acknowledged ſovereign to his Imperial re- 
ſidence. Two days were devoted to the public 


joy, which was celebrated by the games of the 


Circus; but, early on the morning of the third 


day, Julian marched to occupy the narrow pals 


of Succi, in the defiles of Mount Hæmus; 


which, almoſt in the mid- -way between Sirmium 


and Conſtantinople, ſeparates the provinces of 


fide of the latter (33). The defence of this 


Thrace and Dacia, by an abrupt deſcent to- 
wards the former, and a gentle declivity on the 


important poſt was entruſted to the brave 


Nevitta; who, as well as the generals of the Ita- 


lian diviſion, ſucceſsfully executed the plan of 
the march and Junction which their maſter had 


He juſtifies 
his cauſe. 


ſo ably conceived (34). 


The homage which Julian obtained, from the 
fears or the inclination of the people, extended 


far beyond the immediate effect of his arms (35). 


The præfectures of Italy and Illyricum were 
Ae ee by Taurus and Florentius, who 


united that important office with the vain ho- 


nours of the conſulſnip ; and as thoſe magiſ- 


trates 


( 1 The deſcription of 3 which might be ſupported by col- 


lateral evidence, aſcertains the preciſe ſituation of the Augu/ite Succorum, 


or paſſes of Succi. M. d'Anville, from the trifling reſemblance of names, 
has placed them between Sardica and Naiſſus. For my own juſtification, 


Ji obliged to mention the only error which I have diſcovered i in the maps 
or writings of that admirable geographer. | 


(34) Whatever circumſtances we may borrow ike, Ammianus 
bu. 8, 9, 10.) ſtill ſupplies the ſeries of the narrative. 


(35) Ammian. xxi. 9, 10. Libanius, Orat. Parent. c. 34. p. 279, 280 
Zoſnnus, I. iii. p. 156, 157. 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


trates had retired with precipitation to the court 


of Aſia, Julian, who could not always reſtrain 
the levity of his temper, ſtigmatized their flight 


by adding, in all the Acts of the Year, the 
epithet of fxgiive to the names of the two con- 
ſuls. The provinces which had been deſerted 


by their firſt magiſtrates acknowledged the au- 


> thority of an emperor, who, conciliating the 
qualities of a ſoldier with thoſe of a 
pher, was equally admired in the camps of the 


Danube, and in the cities of Greece. From his 


palace, or, more properly, from his head-quar- 


ters of Sirmium and Naiſſus, he diſtributed to 
the principal cities of the empire, a laboured 
apology ſor his own conduct; publiſhed the ſe- 
cret diſpatches of Conſtantius ; and ſolicited the 
judgment of mankind between two competitors, 
the one of whom had expelled, and the other 
had invited, the Barbarians (36). 
whoſe mind was deeply wounded by the re- 


proach of ingratitude, aſpired to maintain, by 
argument as well as by arms, the ſuperior me- 


rits of his cauſe; and to excel, not only in the 
arts of war, but in thoſe of compoſition. 
epiſtle to the ſenate and people of Athens (37) 

he dikes ha _ ſeems 


(36) Julian (ad S. P. Q. Athen. p. 286.) poſitively aſſerts, that he in- 


tercepted the letters of Conſtantius to the Barbarians: and Libanius as 
politively affirms, that he read them on his march to the troops and the 
cities. Vet Ammianus (x%1. 4) expreſſes himfelf with cool and candid 
heſitation, & fame ſoliur acrnittenda eſt fides. He ſpecifies, however, an 
intercepted letter from Vadomair to Conſtantius, which ſuppoſes an inti- 
mate correſpondence between them: + Cæſar tuus diſciplinam non 
© habet.”” 35 | | „ TR nel ens 


(37) Zoſimus mentions his epitles to the Athenians, the Corinthians, 


and the Lacedæmonians. The ſubſtance was probably the ſame, though 
the addreſs was properly varied. The epiſtle to the Athenians is ſtill ex- 
tant (p. 2.68—287.), and has afforded much valuable information. It de- 
lerves the praiſes of the Abbe de la Bleterie (Pref. I'Hiſtoire de Jovien, p. 
24, 25.), and is one of the beſt manifeſtoes to be found in any language. 


nloſo- 


Julian, 


His 
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| ſeems to have been dictated by an elegant en- 
thuſiaſm; which prompted him to ſubmit his 
actions and his motives to the degenerate Athe- 
nians of his own times, with the fame humble 


deference, as if he had been pleading, in the 


days of Ariſtides, before the tribunal of the 
 Areopagus. His application to the ſenate of 
Rome, which was ſtill permitted to beſtow the 
titles of Imperial power, was agreeable to the 
forms of the expiring republic. An aſſembly 
was ſummoned by Tertullus, præfect of the 


city ; the epiſtle of Julian was read; and as he 


appeared to be maſter of Italy, his claims were 


admitted without a diſſenting voice. His obli- 
ue cenſure of the innovations of Conſtantine, 
and his paſſionate invective againſt the vices of 


Conſtantius, were heard with leſs ſatisfaction; 


and the ſenate, as if Julian had been preſent, 


_ unanimouſly exclaimed, ** ReſpeC&t, we beſeech 
you, the author of your own fortune (38)“. 


An artful expreſſion, which, according to the 
- chance of war, might be differently explained; 


as a manly reproof of the ingratitude of the 
uůſurper, or as a flattering confeſſion, that a ſin- 


for all the failings of Conſtantius. 


Hoſtile pre- The intelligence of the march and rapid pro- 


prrations. greſs of Julian was ſpeedily tranſmitted to his 
3 rival, who, by the retreat of Sapor, had ob- 
tained ſome reſpite from the Perſian war. Diſ- 
guiſing the anguiſh of his ſoul under the ſem- 
blance of contempt, Conſtantius profeſſed his 
intention of returning into Europe, and of gi- 

ving chace to Julian ; for he never ſpoke of this 
/%)%%%CͤöGCͤͤ 8 military 

(38) Auctori tuo reverentiam rogamus Ammian. xix. 10. It is amu- 

ſing enough to obſerve the ſecret conflicts of the ſenate between flattery 

and fear. See Tacit. Hiſt. i. 85. 5 | #14 1 


gle act of ſuch benefit to the ſtate ought to atone 
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military expedition in any other light than that 
of a hunting party (39). In the camp of Hier- 
apolis, in Syria, he communicated this deſign to 


his army; lightly mentioned the guilt and raſh- 


neſs of the Cæſar; and ventured to aſſure them, 
that if the mutineers of Gaul preſumed to meet 
them in the field, they would be unable to ſuſ- 
tain the fire of their eyes, and the irreſiſtible 
weight of their ſhout of onſet. The ſpeech of 


the emperor was received with military ap- 


plwauſe, and Theodotus, the preſident of the 
council of Hierapolis, requeſted, with tears of 
= adulation, that his city might be adorned with 
the head of the vanquiſhed rebel (40). A 
choſen detachment was diſpached away in poſt- 


4639) Tanquam venaticiam prædam caperet ; hoc enim ad leniendum 


waggons, to ſecure, if it were yet poſſible, the 


22 pals of Succi ; the recruits, the horſes, the arms, 
and the magazines which had been prepared 


againſt Sapor, were appropriated to the ſervice 


of the civil war; and the domeſtic victories of 
Conſtantius inſpired his partiſans with the moſt 
ſanguine aſſurances of ſucceſs. The notary 
= Gaudentius had occupied in his name the pro- 


vinces of Africa; the ſubſiſtence of Rome was 


> intercepted , and the diſtreſs of Julian was in- 
= creaſed, by an unexpected event, which might 
have been productive of fatal conſequences. 
Julian had received the ſubmiſſion of two legi- 
ons and a cohort of archers, who were ſtationed 
gat Sirmium; but he ſuſpected, with reaſon, the 
> fidelity of thoſe troops, which had been diſtin- 
). d ned 


ſuorum metum ſubinde prædicabat. Ammian. xxi. 7. 


(40) See the ſpeech and preparations in Ammianus, xxi. 13. The vile 


Theodotus afterwards implored and obtained his pardon from the merciful 
conqueror, who ſignified his wiſh of diminiſhing his enemies, and increaſ- 
ing the number of his friends (xxii. 14.) ; with 


29 


30 THE DECLINE AND FALL 
guiſhed by the emperor; and it was thought ex- 


: pedient, under the pretence of the expoſed ſtate 

1 of the Gallic frontier, to diſmiſs them from the 

ö mioſt important ſcene of action. They advanc- 

|  <d, with reluQance, as far as the confines of it 
F | Italy; but as they dreaded the length of the 
= wWoay, and the ſavage fierceneſs of the Germans, 

| ; they reſolved, by the inftigation of one of their 

. tribunes, to halt at Aquileia, and to erect the 
RE of Conſtantius on the walls of that im- 8 
pPlregnable city. The vigilance of Julian per- | 


ceived at once the extent of the miſchief, and 
the neceſſity of applying an immediate remedy. 
By his order, Jovinus led back a part of the 
army into Italy; ; and the ſiege of Aquileia was 
formed with diligence, and proſecuted with vi- 
gour. But the legionaries, who ſeemed to have 
rejected the yoke of diſcipline, conducted the 
the defence of the place with kill and perſeve- 
rance; invited the reſt of Italy to imitate the 
example of their courage and loyalty; and 
_ threatened the retreat of Julian, if he mould 
be forced to yield to the ſuperior numbers of the 

_ armies of the Eaſt (41). | 
nd death of But the humanity of Julian was n 
DH, the cruel alternative, which he pathetically 
Novemberz.laments, of deſtroying, or of being himſelf de- 
ſtroyed; and the ſeaſonable death of Conſtan- 
tius delivered the Roman empire from the cala- 
mities of civil war. The approach of winter 
, could net detain the monarch at Antioch and 


his 


(41) Ammian, xxi, 7.11, 12. He ſrems to deſcribe, with nn 

labour, the operations of the fiege of Aquileia, which, on this occaſion, 
maintained its impregaable fame. Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. iii, p. 68.) 
aſcribes this accidental revolt to the wiſdom of Conttantius, whole aſſured 
victory he announces with ſome appearance of truth, Conſtantio quem 
credebat proculdubio fore vitorem : nemo enim omnium tunc 25 160 con- 
anti lententia diſcrepebat. Ammian. xx1, 7. 
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haus favourites durſt not oppoſe his impatient de- 
ZZ fire of revenge. A flight fever, which was per- 
*Z haps occaſioned by the agitation of his ſpirits, 
Was encreaſed by the fatigues of the journey; 
and Conſtantius was obliged to halt at the little 


town of Mopſucrene, twelve miles beyond 
Tarſus, where he expired, after a ſnort illneſs, 


in the forty- fifth year of his age, and the twenty- 
fourth of his reign (42). His genuine character, 
which was compoſed of pride and weakneſs, of 
ſuperſtition and cruelty, has been fully diſplayed 
in the preceding narrative of civil and eccleſiaſ- 
tical events. The long abuſe of power render- 


ed him a conſiderable object in the eyes of his 


contemporaries; but as perſonal merit can alone 
= deſerve the notice of poſterity, the laſt of the 
ſons of Conſtantine may be diſmiſſed from the 
world with the remark, that he inherited the de- 
fects, without the abilities, of his father. Before 


Conſtantius expired, he is ſaid to have named 


Julian for his ſucceſſor ; nor does it ſeem impro- 


bable, that his anxious concern for the fate of 


a young and tender wife, whom he left with 


child, may have prevailed, in his laſt moments, 
over the harſher paſſions of hatred and revenge. 


Euſebius, and his guilty aſſociates, made a faint 

attempt to prolong the reign of the eunuchs, by _ 
the election of another emperor : but their intri- 
= gues were rejected with diſdain by an army 
> which now abhorred the thought of civil di{- 


Ss cord 5 


by (42) His death and character are faithfully delineated by Ammianus 
2 {xxi. 14, 15, 16.); and we are authoriſed to deſpiſe and deteſt the 
fooliſh calumny of Gregory (Orat. iii. p. 68.), who accuſes Julian of 
contriving the death of his benefactor. The private repentance of the 


emperor, that he had ſpared and promoted Julian (p. 69. and Orat. xxl. 


9. 389.), is not improbable in itſelf, nor incompatible with the public 


verbal teltament, which prudential conſiderations might diQate in the laft 


moments of his life, 
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cord; and two officers of rank were inſtantly 


diſpatched, to aſſure Julian, that every ſword in 1 
the empire would be drawn for his ſervice. The 9 
military deſigns of that prince, who had formed 
three different attacks againſt Thrace, were pre- 
vented by this fortunate event. Without ſhed- 7 
ding the blood of his fellow-citizens, he eſcaped 7 
the dangers of a doubtful conflict, and acquired 1 
the advantages of a complete victory. Impati- 
ent to vilit the place of his birth, and the new 


capital of the empire, he advanced from Naiſſus 


through the mountains of Hæmus, and the cities 
of Thrace. When he reached Heraclea, at the 
diſtance of ſixty miles, all Conſtantinople was 
JutianentersPoured forth to receive him; and he made his . 
triumphal entry, amidſt the dutiful acclamations 
of the ſoldiers, the people, and the ſenate. An 

n. © innumerable multitude preſſed around him with 


eager reſpect; and were perhaps diſappainted 
when they beheld the ſmall ſtature, and ſimple 
garb, of a hero, whoſe unexperienced youth 
had vanquithed the Barbarians of Germany, 
and who had now traverſed, in a ſucceſsful ca- 
reer, the whole continent of Europe, from the 
| ſhores of the Atlantic to thoſe of the Boſpho- 
rus (43). A few days afterwards, when the re- 
mains of the deceaſed emperor were landed in 


the harbour, the ſubjects of Julian applauded cz 


the real or affected humanity of their ſovereign. 
On foot, without his diadem, and clothed in a 
mourning habit, he accompanied the funeral as 
far as the church of the Holy Apoſtles, where 
the body was depoſited : and if theſe marks of 
reſpect my be interpreted as a a ſelfiſh tribute to 

WRT. | 


(43) In deſcribing the triumph of Julian, Ammianus (Xxli. 1, 2.) af- 


ſumes the lofty tone of an orator or poet; while Libanius (Orat. Parent. 
C, 5585 b. 511. ) duke to the 2 E of an Sede 8 


a 1 „ 
. 
- 
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1 Conſtantius (44). 
Adquileia were aſſured of the death of the empe- 
Tor, they opened the gates of the city, and, by 
tte ſacrifice of their guilty leaders, obtained an 
eaſy pardon from the prudence or lenity of, i 
Julian; who, in the thirty- ſecond year of his knowledged 

"ge, acquired the undiſputed. poſfeon of hee — 


em 2 


Choice. 


3 ciety of Athens; 
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2 8 the birth and dignity of his Imperial kinſman, 
9 ſhe tears of Julian profeſſed to the world, that 


he had forgot the injuries, and remembered only 
Che obligations, 


oman empire (45 


which he had received from 
As ſoon as the legions of 


33 


and i is ac- 


> Philoſophy had inſtructed Julian to compare Aachen e 
the advantages of action and retirement; but imba 


and private 


the elevation of his birth, and the accidents oflit. 
bis life, never allowed him the freedom of 
1 He might perhaps ſincerely have pre- 
erred the groves of the academy, and the ſo- 
= but he was conſtrained, at 
firſt by the will, and afterwards by the injuſtice, ; 
of Conſtantius, to expoſe his perſon and fame 
to the dangers of Imperial greatneſs; 
make himſelf accountable to the world, and to 
Fe for the ann of millions 06). Ju- 
= Vor. IV. * 5 lian 


13 ” The funeral of Conſtantius i is deſcribed by A (xal. 16. * 
bs 125 Nazianzen (Orat. iv. p. 119.), Mamertinus (in Panegyr. Vet- 
F.. 27.), Libanius (Orat. Parent. c. lvi. p. 283.), and Philoſtorgius (l. vi. 
by: 7c. d. with Godefroy's Diſſertations, p. 265.). Theſe writers, and their 
1 3 followers, Pagans, Catholics, Arians, beheld with very different _ both 
ie the dead and the living emperor, _ | 
2 (45) The day and year of the birth of Julian are not ; perſeatly ſcars | 
7 ined. The day is probably the ſixth of November, and the year muſt. 
"4 be either 33 1 or 332. Tillemont, Hitt. des Empereurs, tom. iv. p. 693. | 
"VAL Ponte, Fam. Byzantin. p. 50. I have preferred the earlier date. 
(46) Julian himſelf (p. 253—267.) has expreſſed theſe philoſophical 
be | Sag with much eloquence, and ſome affeQation, in a very elaborate epiſ- 
5 the to Themittius. The Abbe de la Bleterie (tom, ii, p. 146193. ), 
59 who has given an elegapt tranſlation, is inclined to believe that | it was the 
"I _ Themiſtins, whole orations are ſtill extant. 


and to 
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lian recollected with terror the obſervation of his 

maſter Plato (47), that the government of our 

flocks and herds is always committed to beings * 

of a ſuperior ſpecies; and that the conduct of 7 

nations requires and deſerves the celeſtial pow- = 

ers of the Gods or of the Genii, From this 

principle he juſtly concluded, that the man who 

preſumes to reign, ſhould aſpire to the perfection 

of the divine nature; that he ſhould purify his 

ſoul from her mortal and terreſtrial part; that nge 

ſhould extinguiſh his appetites, enlighten his 

_ underſtanding, regulate his paſſions, and ſubdue 7 

the wild beaſt, which, according to the lively 

metaphor of Ariſtotle (48), ſeldom fails to aſ - 

cend the throne of a deſpot. The throne of 7 

Julian, which the death of Conſtantius fixed on 

an independent baſis, was the ſeat of reaſon, of 

virtue, and perhaps of vanity. He defpiſed the 

| honours, renounced the pleaſures, and diſcharg- 

ed with inceſſant diligence the duties, of his ex- 

alted ftation; and there were few among his 

ſubjects who would have conſented to relieve him 

from the weight of the diadem, had they been 

obliged to ſubmit their time and their actions to 

the rigorous laws which their philoſophic empe- 

ror impoſed on himſelf. One of his moſt inti- 7 

mate friends (49), who had often ſhared the fru- 

(47) Julian ad Themiſt. p. 258. Petavius (not. p. gs.) obſerves, that Ch 

this paſſage is taken from the fourth book de Legibus ; but either Julian 

 _ quoted from memory, or his MSS. were different from ours. Xenophon 

opens the Cyropædia with a ſimilar reflection. | „„ Wl 

: (48) 06% &Y0ewTHOv XEAEVAY hg YM, geg x. 01ec0v. Ariſtot. 3 45 

ap. Julian. p. 261, The MS. of Voſſius, unſatisfied with a ſingle beaſt, 1 

affords the ſtronger reading of 81g;x, which the experience of deſpotim̃ 
JJJ.....½.0U at rc OLED 5 

(49) Libanius (Orat. Parentalis, c. Ixxxiv. IXxxv. p. 310, 311, 312. 

has given this intereſting detail of the private life of Julian. He himſelf 

lin Miſopogon, p. 350.) mentions his vegetable diet, and upbraids the groſs 
and ſenſual appetite of the people of Antioch, 5 R 
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his | al ſimpliciiy of his table, has remarked, that 
our 8 light and ſparing diet (which was uſually 1 
ns | the by [rep kind) left his mind and bod ; 
of | ways free and active, for the various wy (hn im- 
we- | | portant buſineſs of an author, a pontiff, a ma- 
this |. giſtrate, a general, and a prince, In one and 
tho the ſame day, he gave audience to ſeveral am- 
ion baſſadors, and wrote, or dictated, a great num- 
his ber of letters to his generals, his civil magiſ- 
| he trates, his private friends, and the different cities 
his M of his dominions. He liſtened to the memori- 
due | als which had been received, conſidered the ſub- 
rely 4 + ject of the petitions, and ſignified his intentions 
af- = more n than they could be taken in ſhort- 
ok NM hand bY the diligence of his ſecretaries. He 
on I flexibility of thought, and fuch firm 
„ f © neſs of attention, that he could employ his hand 
the 1 to write, his ear to liſten, and his voice to dic- 
arg- b tate; and purſue at once three ſeveral trains of 
ex- 1 ; ideas, without heſitation, and without error. 
his 5 While his miniſters repoſed, the prince flew 
4 9 
him with agility from one labour to another, and, 
been alter a haſty dinner, retired into his library, till 
s to the public buſinels, "which he had appointed for 
npe- : b ; the evening, ſummoned him to interrupt the 
"ti. * proſecution 'of his ſtudies. The ſupper of the 
fru- emperor was ſtill leſs ſubſtantial than the former 
gal meal; his ſleep was never clouded by the 
_S. fumes of indigeſtion; and, except in the ſhort 
5, that interval of a marriage, which was the effect of 
. — policy rather than love, the chaſte Julian never 
"i ww his bed with a female ns doi! (50). 7 
ſpotiſa 1 9 1 Lectulus e toris purior, is. * praiſe which Mader — 
| 3 10 tinus (Panegyr. Vet. xi. 13.) addreſſes to Julian himſelf. Libanius affirms, $ 
72 1 in ſober peremptory language, that Julian never knew a woman before s 
din marriage, or after the death of his wife (Orat. Parent. c. Ixxxvlil. p. 313.) 
he groſs A The N of June ls cane by the impartial * of Amtmi- 
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He was ſoon awakened by the entrance of freſt; 


ſecretaries, who had ſlept the preceding day; 


and his ſervants were obliged to wait alternately, 7 
vile their indefatigable maſter allowed himſelf 
ſcarcely any other refreſhment than the change 
of occupations. The predeceſſors of Julian, his 


uncle, his brother, and his couſin, indulged their 


puerile taſte for the games of the circus, under 
the ſpecious pretence of complying with the in- 


clinations of the people; and they frequently 
remained the greateſt part of the day, as idle 


ſpectators, and as a part of the ſplendid ſpec- 
tacle, till the ordinary round of ee 
races (51) was completely finiſhed. On ſolemn 


feſtivals, Julian, who felt and profeſſed an un- 
faſhionable diſlike to theſe frivolous amuſements, 
condeſcended to appear in the circus; and after 
beſtowing a careleſs glance on five or ſix of the 
races, he haſtily withdrew, with the impatience _ 
of a philoſopher, who conſidered every moment 

as loſt, that was not devoted to the advantage 
of the public, or the improvement of his own 
mind (32). By this avarice of time, he ſeemed 


to 


anus (xxv. 4), ind the partial ſilence of "i Chriſtians. Vet Julian iro- 


nically urges the reproach of the people of Antioch, that he almoſt alway; 


(us sr, in Miſopogon. p. 345-) lay alone. The ſuſpicious expreſſion 4 


is explained by the Abbe de la Bleterie (Hiſt. de Jovien, tom. ii. p. 103— 


109.) with candour and ingenuity. | 


(51) See Salmafiug ad Sueton. in Claud. c. xxi. A twenty-fifth 1ace, 6: 
miſſus, was added, to complete the number of one hundred chariots, four 
of which, the four colours, nen,, Ho 


N f Centum quadrijugos agitabo ad flumina currus. 


| It appears, that they ran five or ſeven times round the Meta (Sueton 
in Domitian. c. 4.) ; and (from the meaſure of the Circus Maximus at 
Rome, the Hippodrome at Conftantinople, &c.) it might be about a four- 


mile courſe. _ 


(52) Julian. in Miſopogon, p. 340. Julius Czar had offended ne 
Roman people by reading his diſpatches during the actual race, Auguſtns 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 
to protract the ſhort duration of his reign ; and 


if the dates were leſs ſecurely aſcertained, we 
ſhould refuſe to believe, that only ſixteen months 


clapſed between the death of Conſtantius and the Feel 
departure of his ſucceſſor for the Perſian war. March, 
The actions of Julian can only be preſerved by“ P. 363. 


the care of the hiſtorian; but the portion of his 
voluminous writings, which is ſtill extant, re- 
mains as a monument of the application, as well 
as of the genius, of the emperor, The Miſ- 
opogon, the Cæſars, ſeveral of his orations, 
and his elaborate work againſt the Chriſtian re- 
ligion, were compoſed in the long nights of the 
two winters, the former of which he paſſed at 
Conſtantinople, and the latter at Antioch. 


The reformation of the Imperial court Was Reformati- 
on of the pa- 


one of the firſt and moſt neceſſary acts of the lace. 
government of Julian (53). Soon after his en- 
trance into the palace of Conſtantinople, he has 
occaſion for the ſervice of a barber. An officer, 
magnificently dreſſed, immediately preſented : 
elt is a barber,” exclaimed the prince, 
with affected ſurpriſe, that J want, and not a 
< receiver-general of the finances (54).” e 
queſtioned the man concerning the profits of his 
employment; and was informed, that beſides a 
large ſalary, and ſome valuable perquiſites, he 
enjoyed a daily allowance for twenty {eryants, 
and 


indu ged their taſte, or his own, by his conſtant attention to the i important | 
buſineſs of the circus, for which he profeſſed the warmeſt inclination. | 
Sueton, in Auguſt. c. xlv. | 


(53) The reformation of the palace is deſcribed by Ammianus (wil | 


1 ), Libanius (Orat. Parent. c. Ixii. p. 288, &c.), Mamertinus (in Pa- 


negyr. Vet. xi. 11. ), Socrates (l. ini. c. 1. 1.) and Zonaras (torn. 11. . + | 
p. 24.) 


(54) Ego non rationalem juſſi ſed tonſorem acciri. Zonaras uſes the leſs 


natural! language of a ſenator. Yet an officer of the finances, who was _ 


fatiated with wealth, might deſire and obtain the honours of the ſenate. 
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and as many horſes. A thouſand barbers, a 


thouſand cup-bearers, a thouſand cooks, were 


diſtributed in the ſeveral offices of luxury; and 
the number of eunuchs could be compared only 
with the inſects of a ſummer's day (55). The 


monarch who reſigned to his ſubjects the ſuperi- 


ority of merit and virtue, was diſtinguiſhed bj 

the oppreſſive magnificence of his dreſs, his ta- 
ble, his buildings, and his train. The ſtately * 

palaces erected by Conſtantine and his ſons, 


were decorated with many coloured marbles, 
and ornaments of maſſy gold. The moſt ex- 


quiſite dainties were procured, to gratify their 1 


pride, rather than their taſte; birds of the moſt 
diſtant climates, fiſh from the moſt remote ſeas, 


fruits out of their natural ſeaſon, winter roſes, 
and ſummer ſnows (56), The domeſtic crowd 
of the palace ſurpaſſed the expence of the legi- 
ons; yet the ſmalleſt part of this coſtly multi- 
| tude was ſubſervient to the uſe, or even to the 
ſplendor, of the throne. The monarch was diſ- 7 


graced, and the people was injured, by the cre- 


' ation and ſale of an infinite number of obſcure, 


and even titular employments; and the moſt 
worthleſs of mankind might purchaſe the privi- 
] 
of labour, from the public revenue. The waſte 


of an enormous houſehold, the encreaſe of fees 


(55) Mxyuges peir KiMggy xu ters bY BX EAXTTEGy 0459085; 0: 
: A=, oTHNVN Tear o 0(wV, EViS &5 uTte TX; {vin N To4G 
rotfetoi £ nets are the original words of Libaniue, which I have faith. 
fully quoted, left I ſhould be ſuſpected of magnifying the abuſes of the 
royal houſehold. F „ 


* 


(56) The expreſſions of Mamertinus are lively and forcible. Quin 


: etiam prandiorum et cænarum Jaboratas magnitudines Romanus populus 


ſenſit z cum qu æſitiſſimæ dapes non guſtu ſed difficultatibus æſtimarentur 
miracula avium, Jonginqui maris piſces, alieni temporis poma, eltivz 


nives, hybernz roſe. 


f 


und perquiſites, which were ſoon claimed as a 
Sy a | ae debt, and the bribes which they extorted 
= from thoſe who feared their enmity, or ſolicited 
atk 1 FE heir favour, ſuddenly enriched theſe haughty 
The menials. They abuſed their fortune, without 
© conſidering their paſt, or their future, condition; 
b and their rapine and venality could 'be equalled 
2) = only by the extravagance of their diſſipations. 
5 Er 'beir ſilken robes were embroidered with gold, 
wy their tables were ſerved with delicacy and profu- 7 
= ſion; the houſes which they built for their own a 
les, ie, would have covered the farm of an ancient 
* ceonſul; and the moſt honourable citizens were 
her obliged to diſmount from their horſes, and re- 
noſt pectfully to ſalute an eunuch whom they met on 
cas, the public highway. The luxury of the alace 
ſes, excited the contempt and indignation of Julian, 
wd who uſually flept on the ground, who ielded : 
Si 2vith reluctance to the indiſpenſable calls of na- 
alti- ture; and who placed his yanity, not in emu- 
the lating, but in deſpiſing, the pomp of royalty. 
dif- By the total extirpation of a miſchief which was 
cre- magnified even beyond its real extent, he was 
ure, impatient to relieve the diſtreſs, and to appeaſe 
oſt the murmurs, of the people; who 1 with 
Wii leſs uneaſfineſs the Ka 0 of taxes, if they are 
ſſity convinced that the fruits of their induftry are 
aſte 1 appropriated to the ſervice of the ſtate. But in 
fees T the execution of this ſalutary work, Julian is ac- 
and ceuſed of proceeding with too much haſte and 
inconſiderate ſeverity. By a ſingle edict, he re- 
Ty 5 0 4 duced the palace of Conſtantinople to an im- 
nb. menſe deſert, and diſmiſſed with ignominy the 
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> whole train of ſlaves and ee (37 95 with- 
8 nr | 


(57) Vet Julian Fs wi te 


| a eunucbs (Orat, vii. againſt Polyelet. p. 119-1 27+). Libanius contents 


bimſelf 


40 


exceptions, 


of himſelf, and the following words are ſtrangely characteriſtic; æ re 


Abbe de la Bleterie adjured him, in the name of the Prench nation, not 
to tranſlate this paſſage, ſo offenſive to their delicacy (Hiſt. de Jovien, tom. 
Ii. p. 94.). Like him, I have contented myſelf with a tranſient alluſion; 


but the little annimal, which Julian names, is a beaſt familiar to man, 
and ſignifies love. | | | 


out pr orion any juſt, or at leaſt benevolent, 
'or the age, the ſervices, or the po- 
verty, of the faithful domeſtics of the Imperial 
family. Such indeed was the temper of Julian, 
who ſeldom recollected the fundamental maxim 
of Ariſtotle, that true virtue is placed at an 
equal diſtance between the oppoſite vices. The 
| ſplendid and effeminate dreſs of the Aſiatics, 
the curls and paint, the collars and bracelets, 7? 
which had appeared fo ridiculous in the perſon 7 
of Conſtantine, were conſiſtently rejected by his 
| philoſophic ſucceſſor. But with the fopperies, 
Julian affected to renounce the decencies, of 
dreſs; and ſeemed to value himſelf for his ne- 
glect of the laws of cleanlineſs. In a ſatirical 
performance, which was deſigned for the public 
eye, the emperor deſcants with pleaſure, and 
even with pride, on the length of his nails, ang 
the inky blackneſs of his hands; proteſts, that 
although the greateſt part of his body was cover- 
ed with hair, the uſe of the razor was confined 
to his head alone; and celebrates, with viſible 
complacency, the ſhaggy and populous (58) beard, 
which he fondly cheriſhed, after the example of 
the philoſophers of Greece. Had Julian con- 
ſulted the ſimple dictates of reaſon, the firſt 
JJ... onepente 


himſelf with a cold but poſitive denial of the fact, which ſeems indeed tos 
belong more properly to Conſtantius. This charge, however, may allude 
to ſome unknown circumſtance. 455 3 
(58) In the Miſopogon (p. 338, 339.) he draws a very ſingular picture =D 
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ent, nagiſtrate of the Romans would have ſcorned 
po- Phe affectation of Diogenes, as well as that of 
erlal Darius. 
lan, But the work” of public een wouldChmbe « 
Xin have remained imperfect, if Julian had only W tes 
t an rxected the abuſes, without puniſhing the crimes, 
The of his predeceſſor's reign, ** We are now deli- 
tics, 0 vered,” ſays he, in a familiar letter to one of 
lets, His intimate friends, we are now ſurpriſingly 
rſon delivered from the voracious jaws of the Hy- 
y his e dra (59), I do not mean to apply that epi- 
ries, e thet to my brother Conſtantius. He is no 
s, of te more; may the earth lie light on his head! 
ne- . But his artful and cruel favourites ſtudied to 
irical % deceive and exaſperate a prince, whoſe natu- 
ublic e ral mildneſs cannot be praiſed without ſome 
and 4 efforts of adulation. It is not, however, my 
and intention, that even thoſe men ſhould be op- 
that preſſed: they are accuſed, and they ſhall en- 
over- joy the benefit of a fair and impartial trial.“ 
fined To conduct this enquiry, Julian named fix judg- 
10ble es of the higheſt rank in the ſtate and army; 
eard, and as he wiſhed to eſcape the reproach of con- 
dle of demning his perſonal enemies, he fixed this ex- 
con- traordinary tribunal at Chalcedon, on the Aſiatic 
firſt ſide of the Boſphorus; and transferred to the 
ſtrate commiſſioners an abſolute power to pronounce 
"Wand execute their final ſentence, without delay, 
indeed to | and without appeal. The office of preſident 
y allude was exerciſed by the venerable præfect of the 
. Fat, a ſecond Salluſt (60), whoſe virtues conci- 
46 F 4 . | 
%% 
ds of tbe (59) Julian, epiſt. xiii. p. 155 He uſes the "ws Ne 
ion, not eaegas, in writing to his friend Hermogenes, who, like himſelf, was 
en, tom, converſant with the Greek poets. 
alluſion; © 1 | (60) The two Salluſts, the prefect of Gaul, and the prefect of che 
to man, . Maſt, muſt be carefully diſtinguiſhed (Hiſt. des Empereurs, tom. iv. p. 
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lated the eſteem of Greek ſophiſts, and of 
Chriſtian biſhops, He was aſſiſted by the elo- 
quent Mamertinus (61), one of the conſuls elect 
whole merit is loudly-celebrated by the doubtful 
evidence of his own applauſe, But the civil 
wiſdom of two magiſtrates was overbalanced by 
the ferocious violence of four generals, Nevitta, 
Agilo, Jovinus, and Arbetio. Arbetio, whom 
the public would have ſeen with leſs ſurpriſe at 

the bar than on the bench, was ſuppoſed to poſ- 
ſeſs the ſecret of the commiſſion; the armed ane 
angry leaders of the Jovian and Herculian bands 
encompaſſed the tribunal; and the judges were 
alternately ſwayed by the laws of Jul ice, and 

5 by the clamours of faction (62). 1 

Puniſhmenn The chamberlain Euſebius, who had ſo Pag BD 

2 3 abuſed the favour of Conſtantius, expiated, 15 

guilty. an ignominius death, the inſolence, the corrup- 

tion, and cruelty of his ſervile reign. The ex- 
ecutions of Paul and Apodemius (the former of 
whom was burnt alive) were accepted as an ina- 
dequate atonement by the widows and orphans 

of ſo many hundred Romans, whom thoſe legal 

_ tyrants had betrayed and murdered, But Juſtice 
herſelf (if we may uſe the pathetic expreſſion of 7 
AW (6 3) — to weep over the fate 
of 
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The ſecond Salluſt extorted the eſteem of the Chriſtians themſel ves; and 
Gregory Nasianzen, who condemned his religion, has celebrated his vir- 
tues (Orat. ili. p. 90.) . See a curious note of the Abbe de la Bleterie, Vie 
de Julien, p. 363. | 

(61) Mamertinus praiſes the emperor 6 I ) he beſtowing the offices of 

: Treaforer and Præfect on a man of wiſdom, firmneſs, integrity, &c. like 
himſelf. Vet Ammianus ranks him (xxi. t 9 N the miniſters of Juli- 

an, quorum merita ndrat et fidem. 

© (62) The proceedings of this chamber of juſtice are hte by Amt 

anus (xxii. 3.), and praiſed by Libanius (Orat. Parent. c. 74. p. 299) 

0 "IM 

5 Urſuli vero necem ipſa mihi videtur fe juſtitia. 8 who - 

imputes his death to the ſoldiers, pn to crimingte the count of tbe 


arg . 


ox THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 
5 Y of Urſulus, the treaſurer of the em pire; and his 


vil | 1 pid liberality of that honeſt miniſter. The rage 
by 1 Jof the ſoldiers, whom he had provoked by his 
ta, indiſeretion, was the cauſe and the excuſe of his 
ny 23 death; and the emperor, deeply wounded N 
at 1 his own reproaches and thoſe of the public, o 


"IR 


| ; been adorned with the enſigns of the prefecture 
ind nd conſulſhip (64), Taurus and Flaorentius 


© were reduced to implore the clemency of the in- 


by 3 Was baniſhed to Vercellæ in Italy, and a ſentence 
up- of death was 3 againſt the latter. A 
ex- viſe prince ſhould have rewarded the crime of 


I EH and his lawful ſovereign. But the guilt of Flo- 


toe tentius juſtified the ſeverity of the judges; and 


1 F | 2 Inis eſcape ſer ved to diſplay the magnanimity of 


place concealed the wretched fugitive from his 
uſt reſentment (65). Some months after the 


; and 
is vir- 
e, Vie 


8 1 : =. : 
fices of | | | dentius, 5 
c, like | 
f Juli- 3 (64) Such old was till lan for the venerable vames of the 


commonwealth, that the public was ſurpriſed and ſcandalized to hear Tau- 


Ammi- A rus ſummoned as a criminal under the conſulſhip of Taurus. The ſum- 


p. 2990 3 mons of his colleague Florentius was probably delayed till the commence- 


1 
| 1 ment of the enſuing year. 
8, who 9 (6 ) A 

rer 


blood accufed the ingratitude of Julian, whoſe 
Y 1 diſtreſs had been ſeaſonably relieved by the intre- 


| Y © fered ſome conſolation to the family of Urſulus, 
TRE) I by the reſtitution of his confiſcated fortunes. 
nds | Before the end of the year in which they had 


— tribunal of Chalcedon. The former 


Taurus: the faithful miniſter, when he was no 
1 acki able to oppoſe the progreſs of a rebel, 
ans had taken refuge in the court of his benefactor 


Ilan; who nobly checked the intereſted dili- 
gence of an informer, and refuſed to learn what 


ribunal of Chalcedon had been diſſolved, the 
pretorian os of Africa, the notary Gau- : 
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dentius, and Artemius (66) duke of Egypt, were 9 


executed at Antioch. Artemius had reigned the 1 3 


cruel and corrupt tyrant of a great province; 


1 * 
a „ 
1 g on 
FP So 


Gaudentius had long practiſed the arts of ca- 
lumny againſt the innocent, the virtuous, and r 
even the perſon of Julian himſelf. Yet the cir- 

cumſtances of their trial and condemnation were 
ſo unſkilfully managed, that theſe wicked men 
obtained, in the public opinion, the glory of 
ſuffering for the obſtinate loyalty with which they i 
had ſupported the cauſe of Conſtantius. The 
reſt of his ſervants were protected by a genera! 
act of oblivion ; and they were left to enjoy with 
impunity the bribes which they had accepted, 
either to defend the oppreſſed, or to oppreſs the 
friendleſs. This meaſure, which on the ſoundeſt 
principles of policy, may deſerve our approba- 
tion, was executed in a manner which ſeemed io 


degrade the majeſty of the throne. Julian was I 
_ tormented by the importunities of a multitude, | 
particularly of Egyptians, who loudly rede. 


manded the gifts which they had imprudently o 
illegally beſtowed ; he foreſaw the endleſs proſe- 1 
cution of vexatious ſuits; and he engaged : 
promiſe, which ought always to. have been ſ@ ?- 
cred, that if they would repair to Chalcedon, 
he would meet them in perſon, to hear and de- 
termine their complaints. But as ſoon as they | 


were landed, he iſſued an abſolute order, which I 


prohibited the watermen from tranſporting aß 


5 Egypuan to Conſtantinople ; : and thus derainec | 
8 10 


(66) Por the guilt and paniſhenen? of Artemius, ihe was Epi x. 1 4 
379. ), and Ammianus (xxii. 6. and Valeſ. and loc.). The merit of A Mm 


terpius, who demoliſhed temples, and was put to death by an apoſtate, „ 2 
tempted the Greek and Latin churches to honour him as a martyr, Bi 9 
as eccleſiaſtical hiſtory atteſts, that he was not only a tyrant, but? i 


_ Arian, it is not altogether eaſy to juſtify the ingiſcreet — 


Til 8 
mont, 1. Eecleſ. tom. vii. p. 1319. = 
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is diſappointed clients on the Afiatic ſhore, till 
were Meir patience and money being utterly exhauſt- 
1 the ed, they were obliged to return with indignant 
nce ; WHurmurs to their native country (67). 


A 


f ca- The numerous army of ſpies, of agents; and Clemency ef 
and Aformers, enliſted by Conftantius to ſecure the! ln. 
> Cit- fepoſe of one man, and to interrupt that of mil- 
were ons, was immediately diſbanded by his gene- 
men | ous ſucceſſor. Julian was flow in his ſuſpicions, 
y of and gentle in his puniſhments ; and his contempt _ 
they $f treaſon was the reſult of judgment, of vani- 
The Ry, and of courage. Conſcious of ſuperior me- 
-neral fit, he was perſuaded that few among his ſub- 
7 with Feas would dare, to meet him in the field, to 
>pted, zttempt his life, or even to ſeat themſelves on 
{s the his vacant throne. The philoſopher could ex- 
indelt uſe the haſty ſallies of diſcontent ; and the hero 
roba · Fould deſpiſe the ambitious projects, which ſur- 
ned io paſſed the fortune or the abilities of the raſh coti- 
n was fpirators. A citizen of Ancyra had prepared for 
titude, bis own uſe a purple garment; and this indiſ- 
rede F&reet action, which, under the reign of Conſtan- 
atly o Mus, would have been conſidered as a capital of- 
proſe- Fence (68), was vs non: to Julian by the offici- 
'ged a pus importunity of a private enemy. The mo- 
en {4 March, after making ſome inquiry into the rank 
cedon, And character of his rival, diſpatched the in- 
nd de- Former with a preſent of a pair of purple ſlippers, 
is they o complete the magnificence of his Imperial 
which . ** habit. 
etained | (67) See Ammian. Xxii. ö. and Valeſ. ad locum; and the Codex The- 
: ws boy oſianus, I. ii. tit. xxxix, leg. 1.; and Godefroy's Commentary, tom. 1. 


9. 218, ad locum. ä 
3 1 (68) The preſident Monteſquieu (Conſiderationis ſur la Grandeur, &c. 
(Epiſt. *.) es Romains, c. xiv, in his works, tom. iii. p. 448, 449.) excuſes this 
erit of A. —Puute and abſurd tyranny, by ſuppoſing, that actions the mot indiffer - 
poſtate, hi int in our eyes might excite, in a Roman raind, the idea of guilt and 
Ranger. This ſtrange apology is ſupported by a ſtrange miſapprehenſion 


artyr, Bu 
chez une nation . , od il eſt defends de boire I la 


znt, but: the Engliſh laws, 
.. Til, 55 , - » 5 
jon. Til 51 lante d'une certaine perſonne.· 


- 


to aſſaſſinate Julian in the field of exerciſe near 
Antioch. Their intemperance revealed their 


lively repreſentation of the wicke 4 
of their enterprife, inſtead of a death of torture, 
which they deſerved and expected, pronounced 


fenders. The only inſtance in which Julian 
ſeemed to depart from his accuſtomed clemen- 


a feeble hand had aſpired to ſeize the reigns of 
lus, | the general of cavalry, who, in the firſt 3 
campaign of the Gallic war, had deſerted the 


ſtandard of the Cæſar, and the republic. With- 
out appearing to indulge his perional reſentment, F 


the diſtreſs of Marcellus, and the liberality of the 
_ emperor endeavoured to heal the wound which 


His love of Julian was not inſenſible of the advantages of 


freedom and 
the republic. 


Valeſ. ad loc.), and Libanius (Orat. Parent. c. 99. p. 323.). 


habit. A more dangerous conſpiracy was formed 


Preſence of their injured e who, after a 


the ſpirit of ancient ſages and heroes: his life 
and fortunes had depended on the caprice of a2 
tyrant; and when he aſcended the throne, his 


4 e * 
5 
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by ten of the domeſtic guards, who had reſolved F 


guilt ; and they were conducted in chains to the 


* * 
Be... 

> 
hs 2 
Ro "7 


neſs and folly 


a ſentence of exile againſt the two principal of. 


cy, was the execution of a raſh youth, who with 


empire. But that youth was the ſon of Marcel- 2 


Julian might eaſily confound the crime of the 
ſon and of the father; but he was reconciled by = 
had been inflicted by the hand of juſtice (69). 
freedom (70). From his ſtudies he had imbibed 


pride was ſometimes mortified by the reflection, 


(69) The clemency of Julian, and the conſpiracy which was formed 
againſt his life at Antioch, are deſcribed by Ammianus (xii. 9, 10, and = | 


(70) According to ſome, ſays Ariſtotle (as he is quoted by Julian ad . 
Themiſt. p. 261.), the form of abſolute government, the TawPaciniuy 
is contrary to nature. Both the prince and philoſopher ehuſe, ho were, 
to involve this eternal truth in artful and laboured obſcurity, "oF 
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rmed hat the flaves who would not dare to cenſure his 
olved efects, were not worthy to applaud his vir- 


47 


> near Wes (74). He fincerely abhorred the ſyſtem of 


their Oriental deſpotiſm, which Diocletian, Conſtan- 
to the 
fter a ad eſtabliſhed in the empire. A motive of ſu- 


| folly Werftition prevented the execution of the deſign 
rture, 


unced 


„ 


* 


Fine, and the patient habits of fourſcore years, 


*Fhich Julian had frequently meditated, of re- 
eving his head from the weight of a coſtly dia- 


al of- em (72): but he abſolutely refuſed the title of 


Julian Dominus, or Lord (73), a word which was grown 


men- ſo familiar to the ears of the Romans, that they 


with no longer remembered its ſervile and humiliating 


- 


> firſt With reverence the ruins of the republic; and the 


4 


d the ſame behaviour which had been aſſumed by the 


ns of prigin. The office, or rather the name, of con- 
arcel. ſul, was cheriſhed by a prince who contemplated 


W ith- prudence of Auguſtus, was adopted by Julian 
ment, from choice and inclination. On the calends of 


of the January, at break of day, the new conſuls, 
ed by Mamertinus and Nevitta, haſtened to the palace 
of the "Mo ſalute the emperor. As ſoon as he was in- 
which formed of their approach, he leaped from his 
ges of pompelled the bluſhing magiſtrates to receive the 
1bib:d Ecmonſtrations of his affected humility. From 


„ 
— 3 


5 


5 


e, his 
8 Bon 3 Ammian. xx. 10. . Sy e 5 
n' (z) Libanius (Orat. Parent. c. 95. p. 320), who mentions the 


15 

. 

9 
5 


that 3 4 iſh and deſign of Julian, inſinuates, in myſterious language (0wy gx 
EL) 1 ey r .. . © GAA WV 0 £@\va)) that the ernperor was reſtrained by 
u formed me particular revelation. Ih 
„ 10. and 7 | (73) Julian in Miſopogon, p. 343. As he never aboliſhed, by any pub- 


A. D. 363, 


January i. 


hrone, eagerly advanced to meet them, and 


2 (71) That ſentiment is expreſſed almoſt in the words of Julian him- 


e law, the proud appellations of Deſpot, or Dominus, they are ſtill extant 


Julian 34 8 his medals (Ducange, Fam. Byzantin. p. 38, 39.) : and the private 


a0 ut PPC: 
however, rvility of the court. The Abbe de la Bleterie (Hiſt. de Jovien, torn. 
| J p. 99 — 102.) has curiouſly traced the origin and progreſs of the word 


# minus under the Imperial government. | | 


iſpleaſure which he affected to expreſs, only gave 2 different tone to the 


48 


true ſpirit, of the Imperial conſtitution. 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 
the palace they proceeded to the ſenate. The 


_ emperor, on foot, marched before their litters; 


and the gazing. multitude admired the i image of 


ancient times, or ſecretly blamed a conduct, 
which, in their eyes, degraded the majeſty of 
the purple (74). But the behaviour of 
was uniformly ſupported. During the _ of 
the Circus, he had, imprudently or deſignedly, 
| performed the manumiſſion of a flave in the 
preſence of the conſul. The moment he was 


Julian 


reminded that hE'had treſpaſſed on the juriſdic- 


tion of another magiſtrate, he condemned himſelf 
to pay à fine of ten pounds of gold; and em 
| braced this public occaſion of declaring to the 
world, that he was ſubject, like the reſt of his 


fellow-citizens, to the laws (75), and even to 


the forms, of the republic. The ſpirit of his 


adminiſtration, and his regard for the place of 


his nativity, induced Julian to confer on the 
ſenate of Conſtantinople, the ſame honours, pri- 
_ vileges, and authority, which were till enjoyed 
by the ſenate of ancient Rome (76). A legal 
fiction was introduced, and a eſtabliſhed, 


that one half of the national council had mig- 


rated into the Eaſt : and the deſpotic ſucceſſors f. 
of Julian, accepting the title of Senators, ac- 
knowledged themſelves the members of a re- 
ſpectable body, Wen Was permitted to repte-- 


ſent 


(74) Ammian. xxii. 7. The conſul ae (in N Vet. xi. 


28, 29. 30.) celebrates the auſpicious day, like an eloquent ſlave, aſto- 
niſhed and intoxicated by the condeſcenſion of his maſter. Go | 


(75) Perſonal ſatire was condemned by the laws of the twelve rabſes; -. = 


Si male condiderit in quern quis MO, jus eſt, 
Judiciumque. | 
Julian (in Miſopogon, | p. 337.) owns himſelf ſubject to the law; and 
the Abbé de la Bleterie (Hiſt. de Jovien. tom. ii. p. 92) has eagerly 
embraced a declaration ſo agreeable to his own ſyſtem, and indeed to the 


(76) Zoſimus, 1. ili. p. 158. 
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=X Conſtantinople, the attention of the monarch 
EE was extended to the municipal ſenates of the 


3 


elk the expiring cities of his empire. The venerable 


their virtues. He relieved the diſtreſs, and re- 


for her benefactor ; Argos, for her deliverer. 


Fuins with the honours of a Roman colony, 


le materials, ſlill remains the moſt ubſcure ig the legal hiſtory of the” 
JV 
78) Que paulo ante arida et ſiti anhelantia viſebantur, ea nune perlui, 


pulis frequentari z dies feſtos, et celebrari veteres, et novos in honorem 


"ZE Nicopolis, and the Actiac games, which had been inſtituted by Au- 


3 
e 


bent the majeſty of the Roman name. From 


XX provinces. He. aboliſhed, by repeated edicts, 
the unjuſt and pernicious exemptions, which had 
withdrawn ſo many idle citizens from the ſervice 
= of their country; and by impoſing an equal 
XZ diſtribution of public duties, he reſtored the 
ſtrength, the ſplendour, or, according to the 
glowing expreſſion of Libanius (77), the ſoul of 


and the men, ſuperior to heroes and to gods; 
who had bequeathed to the lateſt poſterity the 
monuments of their genius, or the example of 


ſtored the beauty, of the cities of Epirus and 
WPeloponneſus (78). Athens acknowledged him 


ęexacted a tribute from the adjacent republics, for 
the putpoſe of defraying the games of the Iſthmus, 
which were celebrated in the amphitheatre with 
he hunting of bears and panthers. From this 
VoL. IV. JJC 


(77) „& Bovkng 10x;vs U rent e. See Libanius (Orat. 
arent. c. 71. p. 296) Ammianus (xxii. g.), and the Theodoſian Code 
vii. tit, i. leg. 50— 85, ) with Godefroy's Commentary (tom. iv. p. 38 
402). Vet the whole ſubject of the Curiæ, notwithſtanding very am- 


aundari, madere; Fora, Deambulacra, Gymnaſia, lætis et gaudentibus 


he pride of Corinth, again riſing from her 


Principis conſecrari (Mamertin. xi. 9.). He particularly reſtored the city 


His care of 7; 


Rage of Greece excited the moſt tender compaſſion Sean 7 


50 


Julian, an 
_ orator = 
| ., mA. 


. miles, from Argos: but thoſe cities which alternately flouriſhed, are con- 2 


When the Macedonian, kings were obſcure and unpopular in Greece, 
When the Achæan league declared againit Philip, it was thought decent 
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tribute the cities of Elis, of Delphi, and of Au- TY 
gos, which had inherited from their remote an- 
ceſtors the ſacred office of perpetuating the 
Olympic, the Pythian, and the Nemean games, 
claimed a juſt exemption. The immunity of E | 
Elis and Delphi was reſpected by the Corinthi- 
ans; but the poverty of Argos tempted the in- 
ſolence of oppreſſion; and the feeble complaint: 
ol its deputies were lilenced by the decree of a 
provincial magiſtrate, who ſeems to have con- 
fulted only the intereſt of the capital, in which s 
he reſided. Seven years after this ſentence, Ju- 
lian (7 9) allowed the cauſe to be referred to 2 ot 
ſuperior tribunal ; and his eloquence was inter- 
Ted, moſt probably with ſucceſs, in the de- 
1 ence of a city, which had been the royal ſeat of 
Agamemnon (80), and had given to Macedonia } N 


a race of kings and conquerors (817. 


The laborlous adminiſtration of military and | 
| civil affairs, which were multiplied in proportion 
to the extent of the empire, exerciſed the 
abilities of Julian; but he frequently aſſumed 
os” two characters of Orator (8 2) and of | 1 


09) Julian, Epi xxxv. p. 40411. This . whichiiluſtrate | . . 7 
<< declining age of Greece, is omitted by the Abbe de la Bleterie; and CC 
ſtrangely disfigured by the Latin tranſlator, who, rendering &T#>«:a, A 5 The 
tributum, Nατ Populus, dire&ly contradicts the ſenſe of the original. I 1 

(80) He reigned in Mycenz,, a at the diſtance of fifty ſtadia, or fc 


founded by the Greek poets. Strabo, I. viii. p. 579. edit. Amſtel. 170% 3 

(81) Marſham, Canon. Chron. p. 421. This pedigree from Temenus > 
and Hercules may be ſuſpicious ; yet it was allowed, aſter a ſtri& enquity 
dy the judges of the Olympic games (Herodot. I. v. c. 22.), at a time 


that the deputies of Argos | ſhould retire (T. Liv. xxxii. 22.). 
(8a) His eloquence is celebrated by Libanius (Orat. Parent. 75, 76. 
p. 300, 301.) who diſtiaQtly mentions the orators of Homer. Socrates 


t iii. e. 1). has — afſerted that Tlarad, was the * un, ſince 
| Join 9 


Judge (83) which are almoſt unknown to the mo- 
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pride of their ſucceſſors; and if they condeſcend- 


2 & 
YA 
e 
; 0 
N 
. 
* „ 


en republican, and the talents of a rhetorician. 
mation, the ſeveral modes of praiſe, of cenſure, 
pof exhortation ; and his friend Libanius has re- 


he copiouſneſs of Neſtor, whoſe words deſcend= 


functions of a judge, which are ſometimes in- 
dy Julian, not only as a duty, but as an amuſe- 


Integrity and diſcernment of his Pretorian pre- 


inal. - 
2 Bt! 
are con- 


E 2 


. 1707 8 
remenuß 
enquiry 
t a time 


key frequently exerciſed it in the ſenate. Ss 
| (83) Ammianus (xxii. 10.) has impartially ſtated the merits and de- 
gets of his judicial proceedings. Libanius (Orat. Parent, c. 90, 91. p. 


Lerſon, expreſſes at leaſt the duties, of the Judge. Gregory Nazianzen 
dodge ta de ſeated between Minos and Rhadamanthus, in the 


* 1 

Julius Elyfan fiel 
3 : 4 
WR 


dern ſovereigns of Europe. Thearts of perſuaſion, 
ſo diligently cultivated by the firſt Cæſars, were 
neglected by the military ignorance and Aſiatic 


d to harangue the ſoldiers, whom they feared, 
they treated with ſilent diſdain the ſenators, 
whom they deſpiſed. The aſſemblies of the 
ſſenate, which Conſtantius had avoided, were 
conſidered by Julian as the place where he could 
=Zcxhibit, with the moſt propriety, the maxims of 


e alternately practiſed, as in a ſchool of decla- 
marked, that the ſtudy of Homer taught him ta 
Iimitate the ſimple, conciſe ſtyle of Menelaus, 


ed like the flakes of a winter's ſnow, or the 
pathetic and forcible eloquence of Ulyſſes. The 


compatible with thoſe of a prince, were exerciſed 
ment ; and although he might have truſted the 

fects, he often placed himſelf by their fide on 
1084, he ſeat of judgment. The acute penetration 
n uliue Ceſar, who harangued the ſenate, All the predeceſſors of N ero 


Tacit. Annal. xiii. 3.), and many of his ſucceſſors, poſſeſſed the faculty 
| bf ſpeaking in public ;z and it might be proved by various examples, that 


315, &c.) has ſeen only the fair ſde, and his picture, if it flatters the 


NY Orat. iv. p. 1 20.), who ſuppreſſes the virtues, and exaggerates even the 
Penial faults, of the apoſtate, triumphantly aſks, Whether ſuch 4 


51 


4 


of his mind was agreeably occupied in detecting 4 


who laboured to diſguiſe the truth of faQs, an: 
to pervert the ſenſe of the laws. He ſometime; 0 
forgot the gravity of his ſtation, aſked indiſcret 

or unſeaſonable queſtions, and betrayed, by th 
loudneſs of his voice, and the agitation of h 
body, the earneſt vehemence with which . 0 
maintained his opinion againſt the judges, th p 


tribunal of a ſovereign, under the ſpecious form 
of 9 and ny He decide the me 


8 
Wn 
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and defeating the chicanery of the advocates pe 


advocates, and their clients. But his knowledę 5 


of his own temper prompted him to en E 


and even to ſolicit, the reproof of his friends and ir 
miniſters; and whenever they ventured to oppor th 
the irregular ſallies of his paſſions, the ſſ dan 
could obſerve the ſhame, as well as the fan we bi 
of their monarch. The decrees of Julian wen 
almoſt always founded on the principles oi 
juſtice; and he had the firmneſs to reſiſt the tal f 8 
moſt dangerous temptations, which aſſault the De 


— 


$ 


5 to relieve, were „ to ſatisfy 1 
juſt demands of a noble and wealthy adverſar he 
He carefully diftinguiſhed the judge from 1 8 Fir 
legiſlator (84); and though he meditated a m 


ceſſary refo mation of the Roman juriſprudence | ge 
he pronounced ſentence according to the ſtrs 


and literal interpretation of thoſe laws, which . ti 
— r were bound to execute, and the bb e 


| OP Of the laws which falls enadted in a reign of fi xteen woa uh ind 
75 ffey- four have been admitted into the Codes of Theodoſius and Juſtine * ho 
{Gothofred, Chron. Legum, p. 64—67.) The Abbe de la Bleterie = pitt 
'U, p. 329—336.) has choſen one of theſe laws to give an idea of be 

g LEN Ward which i is a e and elaborate, but leſs vary than his Cres 4 


\ ' 1 7 
{ | 5 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


ed of their purple, and caſt naked into the world, ter. 
Fr ould immediately ſink to the loweſt rank of 

me; ſpociety, without a hope of emerging from their 
*ESdbſcurity. But the perſonal merit of Julian was, 

In ſome meaſure, independent of his fortune. 
F be hatever had been his choice of life; by the 
1 {Force of intrepid courage, lively wit, and intenſe 


edg pe would have deſerved, the higheſt honours of 
rage pis profeſſion ; and Julian might have raiſed 
and pimſelf to the rank of minifter, or general, of 
he ſtate in which he was born a private citizen. 
If the jealous caprice of power had diſappointed 
bis expectations; if he had prudently declined 
Ihe paths of greatneſs, the employment of the 
ame talents in ſtudious ſolitude, would have 
placed, beyond the reach of kings, his preſent 
happineſs and his immortal fame. When we 
Inſpect, with minute, or perhaps malevolent at- 
e mention, the portrait of 4 ulian, ſomething ſeems 
rcum anting to the grace and perfection of the whole 
gure. His genius was leſs powerful and ſu- 
lime than that of Cæſar; nor did he poſſeſs 
erſar he conſummate prudence of Auguſtus, The 
m th Firtues of Trajan appear more ſteady and natu- 
1 ne. zal, and the philoſophy of Marcus is more ſim- 
le and conſiſtent. Yet Julian ſuſtained adver- 
ty with firmneſs, and proſperity with mode- 
ation. After an interval of one hundred and 
—Iventy years from the death of Alexander Se- 
erus, the Romans beheld an emperor who 
hade no diſtinction between his duties and his 
= leaſures ; who laboured to relieve the diſtreſs, 
ind to revive the ſpirit, of his ſubjects; and 


„ 


"x 


4 


: Pho endeavoured always to connect authority 
terie (u 


With merit, and happinefs with virtue. Even 


ye generality of princes, if they were ſtrip- mi chanc· 
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faction, and religious faction, was constrained of 
to acknowledge the ſuperiority of his genius, in 
ce as well as in war; and to confeſs, with: 
ſigh, that the apoſtate Julian was a lover of be 7 
country, and that he deſerved. the em pire of N 
the world (85). 9 


(85) - e "Dives eine e nec ; 

| Conditor.e et legum celeberrimus ; ore manvque 

Conſultor patriz ; ſed non conſultor habendæ 

| Religionis ; amans tercentüm millia Divim. 

Perfidus ille Deo, ſed non et perfidus orbi, 
14 Prudent. Apotbeoſis, 450, &c. | 
The conſciouſneſs of a generous ſentiment ſeems to have raiſed 0 | 
| Chriſtian poet above bis aua WY 5 | 3 
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CHAP. XXII. 


be Religion of Julian. —Untverſal Toleration.— Ile 
= attempts to reſtore and reform the Pagan Worſhip 
to rebuild the Temple of Jeruſalem.— His art- 
= ful Perſecutions of the Cbriſtians.— Mutual Zeal 
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DOS 1: 


Which clouded his virtues, has exaggerated the 
real and apparent magnitude of his faults. Our 
partial ignorance may repreſent him as a philoſo- 
phic monarch, who ſtudied to protect, with an 

equal hand, the religious factions of the empire; 

and to allay the theological fever which had in- 
flamed the minds of the people, from the edits 

of Diocletian to the exile of Athanaſius. A more 
accurate view of the character and conduct of 
Julian, will remove this favourable prepoſſeſſion 


ZFantage of comparing the pictures which have 
peen delineated by his fondeſt admirers, and his 


aithfully related by a judicious and candid hiſ- 
Morin, the impartial ſpectator of his life and 
death. The unanimous evidence of his cotem- 
poraries is confirmed by the public and private 
Jüeclarations of the emperor himſelf; and his va- 
rious writings expreſs the uniform tenor of his 
—_ ee, 


KS 1 *- 
„ 
1 VF >< 


HE character of Apoſtate has injured the Refine], 
reputation of Julian; and the enthuſiaſm _ 


Implacable enemies. The actions of Julian are 


RZõ˙F nnn —2——é— co — — — — —_— —_— _ he we ing, I 


wy 


| mh ſentiments, which policy would have 


derſtanding were betrayed and corrupted by the Y | 
influence of ſuperſtitious prejudice ; and the 


jects; and he was ſometimes tempted, by the | 


| has been overwhelmed with a torrent of pious 


; apaiaes wum (2) of Gregory Nazianzen (G). 1 


1.7 


two nne, in n Gregory' 8 —— tom. i. p. 49=134 Paris, 1630. 1 A 05 
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prompted him to diſſemble rather than to affect 


A devout and ſincere attachment for the gods of | he 
Athens and Rome, conſtituted the ruling paſſion 


of Julian (10; the powers of an enlightened un- 4 


phantoms which exiſted only in the mind of the | - 


emperor, had a real and pernicious effect on the T 
government of the empire. The vehement zeal 


5 $5 


of the Chriſtians, who deſpiſed the worſhip, and 4 


overturned the altars, of thoſe fabulous deities, ® 


engaged their votary in a ſtate of irreconcilable 4 "ot 


hoſtility with a very numerous party of his ſub- | 


deſire of victory, or the ſhame of a repulſe, to 
violate the laws of prudence, and even of juſtice. | 


The triumph of the party, which he deſerted . 
and oppoſed, has fixed a ſtain of infamy on the 
name of Julian; and the unſucceſsful apoſtate 
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invectives, of which the ſignal was given by the 
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« 1) I ſhall tranbribs laws of his own expreſſions from a ſhort religious 1 3 79 


diſcourſe which the imperial pontiff compoſed to cenſure the bold impietj { 1 
" * Cynic ; A 7 BTW Uh N Pres ee K 920 EY 


0406 perrets bw; ee, As Teo Daene gs rartga⸗ a age 1 
40360145. Orat. vii. p. 212. The variety and copiouſneſs of the . 
| Greek tongue ſeems inadequate to the fervour of his devotion. He 3 

0) The enter; "with forne Pence, neh ebene and more 1 be 80 


e 
„ e 


than the columns of Hercules, See e walten, Orat. ili. 6.9 50. = 
weer = 
| (3) See this lovg, cave, which has been injudiciouſly « divided into 3 2 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 
VP Emperor, deſerve a Juſt and circumſtantial 


M1 hiſtory of religion, will be the ſubject of the pre- 
Mꝛent chapter. 


9 the murderers of his family. The names of 
able 1 and of religion, were ſoon aſſociated in a youth- 


moſt lively impreſſions. The care of his infan- 


Faint. The emperor, leſs jealous of a 7 ae 
1 than of an earthly crown, contented himſe 


# he beſtowed the ee of baptiſm ( 5) on 


of the | A temarks, printed at Lyons 1735. 

() Nicomediz ab Euſebio educatus 8 quem genere hides 
_ 1 (Ammian. xxii, 9.) Julian never expreſſes any gratitude 
| angels 1 Fowards that Arian prelate; but he celebrates his preceptor, the eunuch 


: (6 76 i 2 1 


derade Homer. Miſopogon, p. 351, 352. 


3 z $9 doc perhaps of a Taurobolium. Baron, Annal. Na A. D. 361. 1. 

ided into 4 1 | | 

630. It © 6 
v as | 1 7 55 1 


= The intereſting nature of the events which were 
= crowded. into the ſhort reign of this active 


bparrative. His motives, his counſels, and 
his actions, as far as they are connected with the 


briſt and of Conſtantius, the ideas of flavery 
ful imagination, which was ſuſceptible of the 


be 7 3) was entruſted to Euſebius, biſhop of Nicome- | 
L Alia (4), who was related to him on the fide of 
| his mother; ; and till Julian aden the twentieth 


e Fade the education not 85 2 Wen but of a 


f with : 


the imperfect character of a catechumen, while 
13 e 
i 4 as publiſhed by Gregory _ his friend Baſl (iv. p. 733. A about fix | g 
5 We months after the death of Julian, when his remains had been carried to 


Tic 2a 1 Toarſus (iv p. 120.) 3 but while Jovian was (till on the throne (iii. p. 84. 
53 T 05 F J. p. 119.). I have derived much adac * 2 French verſion and os 


©: Bp ardonius, and deſcribes his mode of education, which inſpired his pupil 
8 5 ith a paſſionate admiration for the genius, and perhaps the religion of 


| (5) Greg. Naz, iii. p. 70. He laboured to efface that holy mark in the 


The cauſe of his firange and fatal apoſ- hn educati- 


1 lacy, may be derived from the early period of wy apol- 


bis life, when he was left an orphan in the hands 
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the nephews of Conſtantine (6). They were 2 
even admitted to the inferior offices of the eccle- 

_ ſraftical order; and Julian publicly read the Holy 
— , - NS the church of Nicomedia. The 8 
= ſtudy of religion, which they aſſiduouſly culti. 
| 8 vated, appeared to produce the faireſt fruits of 
faith and devotion (7). They prayed, they 

_ faſted, they diſtributed alms to the poor, gifts 
to the clergy, and oblations to the tombs of the 
_ martyrs; and the ſplendid monument of St, 
Mamas, at Cæſarea, was erected, or at leaſt was Wi 
_ undertaken, by the joint labour of Gallus and 
Julian (8). ey reſpectfully <onverſed with = 
the biſhops who were eminent for ſuperior ſanc- 

| tity, and ſolicited the benediction of the monks 77 
and hermits, who had introduced into Cappado- 8 
cia the voluntary hardſhips of the aſcetic life (g). 
As the two princes advanced towards the years 
of Weck they diſcovered, in their religious 
ſentiments, the difference of their characters, 1 
Tube dull and obſtinate underſtanding of Gallus 
= embraced, with ä zeal, the doctrines . = 
88 


(6) Julian bimſelf (Epiſt. li. p. 454.) aſſures the Alexadrians that he 171 
had been à Chriſtian (he muſt mean a lincere ae) til the twentieth year __ 
of his age. 1 

7] See his Chriſtian and even 0 3 er (ü. 

p. $8.), Socrates (I. iti. c. 1.), and Sozomen, (l. v. c. 2.) He 3 „ 
very narrowly from be ing à biſhop, and perhaps a ſaint. 1 

(8) The thare of the work which had been allotted to Gallus, was pro- 

| Tecuted with vigour and ſucceſs ; but the earth obſtinately rejected and * 
ſubverted the ſtructures which were impoſed by the ſacrilegious hand of, 
Julian. Greg. iii. p. 59, 60, 61. Such a partial earthquake, atteſted 13 3 

by many living ſpeQators, would form one of the cleareſt: miracles i in et- 

_ Clefiaſtical ſtory. | 1 > 

09) The philoſopher (Frogment, 5 488. eulen en 8 Rc. 1 
ck theſe ſolitary. ſanatics (ſee Tiilemont,, Mem.. Ecclef, tom. ix. p. 661, | 3 1 
66), who had forgot that man is by nature a gentle and ſocial animal, 
arlpwms (voi TATE Cos x i pigs. The Pagan ſuppoſes, ther | 
becauſe they bad renounced tue N they were poſſelled and correnic | 
by evil demone, 
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3 ¶ Chrittianity which never influenced his conduct, 


that he jy | 
th year conduct, inſenſibly ſtrengthened the prejudice of 


Julian, that they neither underſtood nor believed 


1 9 or moderated his paſſions. 
of the younger brother was leſs repugnant to the 


precepts of the Goſpel; and his acti ve curioſity 


might have been gratified by a theological ſy(- 
9 7 tem, which explains the myſterious eſſence of 
the Deity ; and opens the boundleſs proſpect of 
inviſible and future worlds. But the independ- 

ent ſpirit of Julian refuſed to yield the paſſive 

obedience which was required, 
in the name of religion, by the haughty miniſ- 
ters of the church. Their ſpeculative opinions 
were impoſed as poſitive laws, and guarded by 
the terrors of eternal puniſhments ; but while 
they preſcribed the rigid formulary 
thoughts, the words, and the actions of the 

young prince; whilſt "they filenced his objecti- 
ons, and ſeverely checked the freedom of his 
eengquiries, they ſecretly provoked his impatient 
genius to diſclaim the authority of his eccleſiaſti- 
caal guides. He was educated in the Leſſer Afia, 
amidſt the ſcandals of the Arian controverſy (10) 
The fierce conteſts of the Eaftern biſhops, the 
5 jinceſſant alterations of their creeds, and the pro- 
fane motives which appeared to actuate their 


Zand unreſiſting 


ory (iii, 


1 8 


5 is religion for which they ſo fiercely contended. 
Inſtead of liſtening to the proofs of Chriſtianity 


va pro- | Rn 
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5 hk that favourable attention which adds weight 
1 | 1 o the moſt reſpectable evidence, he heard with 
1 ſulpicion, and 9 with obſtinacy and ac- 

N een 


| {19) Yoo Julian Foe Cyril. 1 vi. p. 206. 1 viil p. 263. 262, © You 
e perſecute,”” ſays be, © thoſe heretics who do not mourn the dead man 


5 þ preciſely in the way which you approve.” He ſhews himſelf a tolerable 
"= but he maintains that the Chriſtian Trinity! is not bb | 


7 rom the — Poul, 5 usr 1 of Moſes. 


The mild diſpoſition 


of the 


* 
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/ cuteneſs, the doctrines for which he already en- 


tertained an invincible averſion. Whenever the 
young princes were directed to compoſe declama- 


tions on the ſubject of the prevailing controver- 
ſies, Julian always declared himſelf the advocate 
of Paganiſm ; under the ſpecious excuſe that, 

in the deſence of the weaker cauſe, his learning 


and ingenuity might be more advantageouf y ex- 


ecerciſed and diſplayed. 
He 2 As ſoon as Gallus was iavelted with the ho- 
Ces Tne my - 


| thology of hours of the purple, Julian was permitted to 
| Faganilm. breathe the air of freedom, of literature, and of 


Paganiſm (11). The crowd of ſophiſts, who 


were attracted by the taſte and liberality of their 
royal pupil, had formed a ſtrict alliance between 
the learning and the religion of Greece; and the 
poems of Homer, inſtead of being admired as 
the original productions of human genius, were 
ſeriouſſy aſcribed to the heavenly inſpiration of 


Apollo and the muſes. The deities of Olympus, 


as they are painted by the immortal bard, imprint 
themſelves on the minds which are the leaſt ad- 
_ dicted to ſuperſtitious credulity. Our familiar 
knowledge of their names and characters, their 
forms and attributes, ſeems to beſtow on thoſe 
airy beings a real and ſubſtantial exiſtence , and 
the pleaſing enchantment produces an imperfedt 
and momentary aſſent of the imagination to 
thoſe fables, which are the moſt repugnant to 
our reaſon and experience. In the age of Julian, 
every circumſtance contributed to prolong and 
fortify the illuſion; the magnificent temples of 
Greece and Aſia; the works of thoſe artiſts who 
had exprolled, in painting or in ſculpture, the 
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{11) Libanius, Orat. Parentalis, c. 9, 10. p. 232, * Greg. Nazi- x 


anzen, Orat. iii. p. 61. — Vit. Soptult. in 2 Maximo, 5. 68, 69, 70. 
Edit, Commelin, 


9 ö 2 
FA" On a 21 wh bee. + . . 1 % EL LOR xL N „ ol 7 "+ * A * g 
5 ; No In bo. Int be * 8 23 * k Wt _—_— l 5 7 x * e 
8 888 3 * * ccc 2 5 Mage: ents 8 k 3 g 4 e 3 
D 8 * A . L RG Bs * on & W GN * 8 ab x . * * 
5 - &- Ne ry 8 ixt 8 8 * » 3. 3 8 2 1 g ef * * * 
8 * . te 83 rere 1 r 7 3 FD np, Ai, " Sh RATE + IF ER 
* * 5 — F — = 41% 


2 * I. N - . J . * ? \ %. > % — — * of AN 1 
5 — 5 — * 2" 5 - - : 3 a, Wa 85 
* : hs. 2 y 3.4 * 5 4 7 * PLA DOD y 4 
14 A TS 4 oo... ff A 4 : N 5 * Py . 2 p 1 yo, * OS 
8 D A A 3c, r d Ot . K a — n A * — 3 
RL 4 * . * 0 . x W * 83 e «% i Xi *% 


* : 
8 
So 


*- RY 8 e 
8 Sag 28 
Ton 


NL ns fs Rar ig 
3 
Re Sms 
an EEO av 8 
eee — 


'F 
25 


5 5 
n * 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


BS 
2:64 * "I, x 
"REES EC: , 
5 . 
. 
2 5 


thouſand years. The weakneſs of polytheiſm 


was, in ſome meaſure, excuſed by the modera- 


N 5 1 
* 


*X ous ſcepticiſm (12). Inſtead of an indiviſible 


*X and regular ſyſtem, which occupies the whole 


extent of the believing mind, the mythology of 
the Greeks was. compoſed of a thouſand looſe 


and flexible parts, and the ſervant of the gods 


7 was at liberty to define the degree and meaſure 


of his religious faith. The creed which Julian 


adopted for his own uſe, was of the largeſt di- 


g menſions; and, by a ſtrange contradiction, he 
= diſdained the ſalutary yoke of the Goſpel, whilſt 
be made a voluntary offering of his reaſon on 
== the altars of Jupiter and Apollo. One of the 
odrations of Julian is conſecrated to the honour of 
= Cybele, the mother of the gods, who required 


+ . from her effeminate prieſts the bloody ſacrifice, 
= fo raſhly performed by the madneſs of the Phry- 


12 3 F "MC 
. 


mus to the mouth of the Tyber; and the ſtu- 
pendous miracle, which convinced the ſenate 
and people of Rome that the lump of clay, which 
their ambaſſadors had tranſported over the ſeas, 


3 i rations of theiſm and polytheiſm, with regard to the doubt or conviction: 
w bich they produce in the human mind. See Hume's Eſſays, vol. ii. p. 
Nazi. 444457. in 8vo eit. 1777, e 1 


divine conceptions of the poet; the pomp of feſ- 
tivals and facrifices; the ſucceſsful arts of divi- 

*XX nation ; the popular traditions of oracles and _ 
pirodigies; and the ancient practice of two 


tion of its claims; and the devotion of the Pa- 
gans was not incompatible with the moſt licenti- 


gian boy. The pious emperor condeſcends to 
== :elate, without a bluſh, and without a ſmile, the 
voyage of the goddeſs from the ſhores of hy of 


was endowed with life, and ſentiment, and divine 
2 TIE 7 r 


(12) A modern philoſopher has ingeniouſly compared the different ope- 


"6x. 
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power (13). For the truth of this prodigy, he 
_ appeals to the public monuments of the city); 
and cenſures, with ſome acrimony, the ſickly ang 
affected taſte of thoſe men, who impertinent- 
ly derided the ſacred traditions of their .anceſ- 
„„ Lo oli ww... W 
_- allego- But the devout philoſopher, who ſincerely em- 
" braced, and warmly encouraged the ſuperſtition 
of the people, reſerved for himſelf the privilege 7 

of a liberal interpretation; and ſilently withdrew 7 

from the foot of the altars into the ſanctuary of 

the temple. The extravagance of the Grecian 7 
mythology proclaimed with a clear and audible 7 

voice, that the pious enquirer, inſtead of being 
ſcandalized or ſatisfied with the literal ſenſe, 7 

| ſhould diligently explore the occult wiſdom, 7? 
which had been diſguiſed, by the prudence of 7? 
antiquity, under the maſk of folly and of fa- 7 
ble (13). The philoſophers of the Platonic 7 

| ſchool (16), Plotinus, Porphyry, and the divine 
777 gr 

(z] The laran mother landed in Italy about the end of the fecond 

Punic war. The miracle of Claudia, either virgin or matron, who 

| Cleared her fame by diſgracing the graver modeſty of the Roman ladies, 

is atteſted by a cloud of witneſſes, Their evidence is collected by Dra- 
 kenborch (ad Silium Italicum, xvii. . 33.) : but we may obſerve that 

Livy (xxix. 14.) flides over the tranſaction with diſcreet ambiguity. 

(14) I cannot refrain from tranſcribing the emphatical words of Julian: 

| tees Os Dotut THis Fokios Tir ZR r TOUTE i TOuTHT 

 To65 ere Volg, @v To Jux dpliev des, 5 169 de 80 &y Batu. A 
Otat. v. p. 161. Julian likewiſe declares his firm belief in the once, 
the holy ſhields, which dropt from heaven on the Quirinal hill; and pitic: 
the ſtrange blindneſs of the Chriſtians, who preferred the croſi to theſe 
celeſtial trophies. Apud Cyril, I. vi. p.1494, 
(s] See the principles of allegory, in Julian (Orat. vii, p. 216. 222.). 
His reaſoning is leſs abſurd than that of ſome modern theologians, who 


aſſert that an extravagant or contradictory doctrine my/# be divine; fince 3 Fa 1 
no man alive could have thought of inventing it. . 1 
(r6) Eunapius has made theſe ſophiſts the ſubject of a partial and fan- 
_ ties] biſtory : and the learned Brucker (Hiſt. Philoſoph. tom, ii. p. 217= © 
303.) bas employed much labour to illuſtrate their obſcure lives, and in- 
comprehenſible doctrines. — —— Cera Ig 
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he | 1 Lac. were admired as the moſt Ncitful 
ty; 9 maſters of this allegorical ſcience, which labour- 


| ed to ſoften and harmonize the deformed features 


ent- 1 f 


gj able ſucceſſor of Iamblichus, a aſpired to the poſ- 
i Seſſion of a treaſure, which he eſteemed, if we 


tion 
1. 
Irew © 
y of | 


cian | * Pindine droſs, claimed an equal right of ſtamp- 


De empire of the world (17). It was indeed a 
Fee which derived its . only from opi- 


dion; and every artiſt, who flattered himſelf that 


2 


Able F _ 
nie. 3 
lom, © 
e of © 
f fa- | 


tonic | 
vine / 


nbli- 


ſecond be 2 


His labours ſerved only to animate the pious in- 
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„ bn bk plemn trifling, and the impenetrable obſcurity 
ve that 
Fe - OY 
Julian: 
FOUT CIC 
BAETE. 5 
ancifs. penient circumſtances; and as they tranſlated an 


nd piti- bitrary cy pher, they could extract from any 


to the. | 
"= able any ſenſe which was adapted to their favou- 


— On TI e 
3 . 
1 8 


ö. 222.) 
ns, who 


la ſcivious 
e ſince 


ad fan- | 
„ 27 huſiaſtic devotion; and ti embles, leſt he ſtould betray too much of 
| 80d _ ſe holy. — which * JO Oe deride n 5 


1 I 
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Fa 1 
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bf paganiſm. Julian himſelf, who was directed 
the myſterious purſuit by Edeſius, the vene- 


may credit his ſolemn aſſeverations, far above 


e had extracted the precious ore from the ſur- 2 


Ing the name and figure the moſt agreeable to his 
peculiar fancy. The fable of Atys and Cybele 
pad been already explained by Por 2 but 


I 2 of Julian, who invented and publiſhed | 
is own allegory of that ancient and myſtic tale. 
This freedom of interpretation, which might 
ey the pride of the Platoniſts, expoſed the 
Fanity of their art. Without a tedious detail, 
the modern reader could not form a juſt idea of 
me ſtrange alluſions, the forced etymologies, the 


theſe ſages, who profeſſed to reveal the ſyſ- 
of the univerſe. As the traditions of pagan 


pythology were variouſly related, the ſacred in- 
—Erpreters were at liberty to ſelect the moſt con- 


1 We 1 yſtem of religion. and philoſophy. The 


617) Julian, Orat. vii. p; 222. He fears with the moſt'forvent 104 0 


63 


64 THE DECLINE AND FALL 


laſcivious form of a naked Venus was tortured 
into the diſcovery of ſome moral precept, or 
ſome phyſical truth; and the caſtration of & Atys 
explained the revolution of the ſun between the Wt 
tropics, or the ſeparation of the human foul from 3Z 
| vice and error (18). 
Theological The theological ſyſtem of Julian appears to 
5 jw * have contained the ſublime and important princi- 
ples of natural religion. But as the faith, which 
is not founded on reyelation, muſt remain deſti- 
tute of any firm aſſurance, the diſciple of Plato | 
imprudently relapſed into the habits of vulgar 
ſuperſtition ; and the popular and philofophic 
notion of the Deity ſeems to have been con- 
founded in the practice, the writings, and even 
in the mind of Julian (19). The pious emperor 
acknowledged and adored the Eternal Cauſe of 
the univerſe, to whem he aſcribed all the J 
fections of an infinite nature, inviſible to the 
eyes, and inacceſſible to the underſtanding of 
feeble mortals. The ſupreme God had created, 
or rather, in the Platonic language, had gene- 
rated, the gradual ſucceſſion of dependent ſpirits, 
of gods, of'd demons, of heroes, and of men; and 
every being which derived its exiſtence immedi- 
ately from the Firſt Cauſe, received the inherent. 
gift of immortality. That ſo precious an ad- 
; vantage might not be laviſhed upon unworthy 
Pa, 1 


45 


| 3 8) See the fifth oration of 1 But all the 3 which ever 

iſſued from the Platonic ſchool, are not worth the ſhort poem of Catullus 

on the ſame extraordinary ſubject. The tranſition of Atys, from the 

wildeſt enthuſiaſm to ſober pathetic complaint, for his irretrievable lofs, 

muſt inſpire a man with pity, an eunuch with deſpair, 

(19) The true religion of Julian may be deduced from the Ceſare, 

P- 308. with Spanheim's notes and illuſtrations, ſrom the fragments in 

Cyril, I. ii. p. 57, 58. and eſpecially from the theological oration in Solem 


Regem, p. 130—1 58. addreſſed, in the confidence of friendſhip, to the 
prefect Salluſt. 
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37 objects, the Creator had entruſted to the ſkill 


and the mineral kingdoms. To the conduct of 


Mars or Minerva, of Mercury or Venus, may 


= de diſtin&ly traced in the laws and manners of 
As long as our immortal 


heir peculiar votaries. 
ſouls are confined in a mortal priſon, it is our in- 


eereſt, as well as our duty, to ſolicit the favour, 
and to deprecate the wrath, of the powers of 
heaven; whoſe pride is gratified by the devotion 
of mankind; and whoſe groſſer parts may be 
ſuppoſed to derive ſome nouriſhment from the 
| fumes of ſacrifice (20). The inferior gods might 
ſometimes condeſcend to animate the ſtatues, 


and to inhabit the temples, which were dedi- 
cated to their honour. They might occaſionally 


C throne and ſymbol of their glory. The 1nva- 


=E baitily admitted by Julian, as a proof of their 
elernal duration; and their eternity was a ſuffici- 
ent evidence that they were the workmanſhip, 
not of an inferior deity, but of the Omnipotent 
King. In the ſyſtem o 
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7 Marcus Antoninus (Cæſares, p. 333.) The Stoics and Platoniſts heſi- 
dated between the analogy of bodies, and the purity of ſpirits; yet the 
== gravelt philoſophers inclined to the whimſical fancy of Ariſtophanes and 
| Lucian, that an unbelieving age might ſtarve the immortal gods. See 
Xx Obſervations de Spanheim, p. 284. 444, &c, i Foc 
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and power of the inferior gods, the office of 
forming the human body, and of arranging the 
beautiful harmony of the animal, the vegetable, 
= thele divine miniſters he delegated the temporal 
government of this lower world; but their im- 
perfect adminiyration is not exempt from dif- _ 
| cord or error, The earth, and its inhabitants, 
are divided among them, and the characters of 


viſit the earth, but the heavens were the proper 


riable order of the ſun, moon, and ſtars, was 


f the Platoniſts, the viſi- 


(20) Julian adopts this groſs conception, dy aſcribing it to his favourite 
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ble, was a type of the in viſible, world. The 
celeſtial bodies, as they were informed by a di- 
vine ſpirit, might be conſidered as the objects 
the moſt worthy of religious worſhip. The Sox, AY 
whole genial influence pervades and ſuſtains the 
univerſe , Juſtly claimed the adoration of man- 
Hs as the bright repreſentative of the Logos, | 
lively, the rationa i the bogeticent 1 mage of | 
„„ intellectual Father (21). | 
 Fanaticim In every age, the abſence & genuine inſpira- N 
bebe Eton is ſupplied by the ſtron 1 of enthu- 
en ſaſm, and the 3 90 arts 0 ſture, If, in 
the time of Julian, theſe arts had been practiſed : 

only by the pagan prieſts, for the ſupport of an | 

_ expiring cauſe, ſome indulgence might perhaps | 

be allowed to the intereſt and habits of the ſa- 
cerdotal character. But it may appear a ſubject | 

of ſurpriſe and ſcandal, that the philoſopher: | 

| themſelves, ſhould have contributed to abule the 
ſuperſtitious credulity of mankind (22), and that 

the Grecian myſteries ſhould have been ſupport- 

ed by the magic or theurgy of the modern Pla- in 
toniſſs. They arrogantly pretended to controu! 

the order of nature, to explore the ſecrets of fu- 
turity, to command the ſervice of the inferior t 
dæmons, to enjoy the view and converſation 

of the ſupezior ita and, by Giſengaging the 

foul 


(a1) Halen ver 70 — aeg. Ks SS; t 55740 
| £6 eryuborgyor TE vonru TeTeo;. Julian, epiſt, xti. In another place 
(apud Cyril. J. ii. p. 69), he calls the Sun, God, and the throne of God an 

Julian believed the Platonician Trinity; and only blames the Chriſtian | 
for preferiing a mortal, to an immortal, Lege. 2 5 
(a2) The ſophiſts of Eunapius perform as many micacles.; as the ſaints 3 

of the deſart; and the only circumſtance, in their favor is, that they art Þ = 
of a leſs gloamy complexion. Inſtead, of devils with horns and tails, lam E 1 ſee 
blichus evoked. the genii of love, Eros and Anteros, from two wank = 
fountain. Two beautiful boys iſſued, from the water, fondly embr ace! þ 1 Fan 

bim as their father, and retired at his command. P. 16, 27 7. 
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The devout and fearleſs curioſity of Julian Initiation 
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X foul from her material bands, to reunite that 
icle with the Infinite and Divine 


young proſelyte, might be productive of the 
moſt important conſequences (23). Julian im- 
bibed the firſt rudiments of the Platonic doc 
trines from the mouth of Ædeſius, who had 
fixed at Pergamus his wandering and perſecuted 
ſchool, But as the declining 1 

venerable ſage was unequal to the ardour, the 
(diligence, the rapid conception of his pupil, two 
of his moſt learned diſciples, Chryſanthes and 
EEuſcbius, ſupplied, at his own deſire, the place 
aged maſter, "Theſe philoſophers ſeem 
to have prepared and diſtributed their reſpective 
Parts; and they artfully contrived, by dark 
hints, and affected diſputes, to excite the impa- 
tient hopes of the aſpirant, till they delivered him 
into the hands of their aſſociate Maximus, the 
bpoldeſt and moſt ſkilful maſter of the Theurgic 
ſcience. By his hands, Julian was ſecretly initi-- 
yated at Epheſus, in the twentieth year of his age. 
His reſidence at Athens confirmed this unnatural 
alliance of philoſophy and ſuperſtition. He ob- 
tained the privilege of a ſolemn initiation into 


the myſteries of Eleuſis, which, amidſt the ge- 


6 Er 


her place 


i : 5 Credylous: pupil into each other's hands, is fairly told by Eunapius (p. 6g : 
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gneral decay of the Grecian worſhip, ſtill retain- 
ed ſome veſtiges of their primaval ſanQAity; 
land ſuch was the zeal of Julian, that he after- 


| (23) The dextrous management of theſe ſophiſte, | who played their 


76.), with unſuſpecting ſimplicity, The Abbe de la Bleterie under- 


1 1 bY! and neatly deſcribes, the whole comedy (Vie de Julien, p. 61 
7. 7 | 8 | 


rength of that 
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blaze of celeſtial light (25). - 
Epheſus and Eleuſis, the mind of Julian was pe. 
netrated with ſincere, deep, and unalterable en 


to the ſervice of the gods; and while the oc 


ſeemed to claim the whole meaſure of his time 
a ſtated portion of the hours of the night wal 4 
invariably reſerved for the exerciſe of Piaf 3 
_ devotion. t 
ſevere manners of the ſoldier and the phil: 
| pher, was connected with ſome ftrict and fra = 
lous rules of religious abſtinence; and it was if 8 


the dzrmons inſtantly diſappeared (Greg. Naz. Orat. iii. p. 71.). Greg 


indignant. The reader, according to the meaſure of his faith, will z 


ſhawn by Dion, Chryſoſlom, Themiſtius, Proclus, and Stobæus. 3 


239. 247, 248. 280. edit. 1765.), which he end or forcibly 21's 
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wards invited the Eleuſinian pontiff to the court | 1 
of Gaul for the ſole purpoſe of ig, J 


by myſtic rites and ſacrifices, the great work of f ] 
his ſanctification. 


As theſe ceremonies wess 1 
performed in the depth of caverns, and in th: % 


filence of the night; and as the inviolable ſecret ai 
of the myſteries was preſerved by the diſcretion 
of the initiated, I ſhall not preſume to prin 1 
the horrid ſounds, and fiery apparitions, which 


were preſented to the ſenſes, or the 1 imagination, | 


of the credulous aſpirant (24), till the viſions of! 1 


comfort and knowledge broke upon him in AH 
In the caverns mo 0 


thuſiaſm; though he might ſometimes exnibi} 


the viciſſitudes of pious fraud and hypocriſy, 1 
| which may be obſerved, or at leaſt ſulpectel 1 
in the characters of the moſt conſcientious fan 


tics. From that moment he conſecrated his 16 1 


pations, of war, of government, and of ſtud; 


The temperance which adorned t 


(24) When Julian, in a momentary panic, made the ſign of the ci 1 
ſuppoſes that they were frightened, but the prieſts declared that they ve 


termine this profound queſtion, 1 
(25) A dark and diſtant view of the. terrors and joys of initiation 


learned author of the Divine Legation has exhibited their words (vol. 1 


to bis own hypotheſis. 
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| : honour of Pan or Mercury, of Hecate or Iſis, 


a A he uſe of ſome particular food, which might 
have been offenſive to his tutelar deities. By 


iar viſits with which he was honoured by the 
celeſtial powers. Notwithſtanding the modeſt 
Jilence F Juden himſelf, we may learn from his 
Faithful friend, the orator Libanius, that he lived 
na perpetual intercourſe with the gods and god- 
* 5 8 that they deſcended upon earth, to en- 
oy the converſation of their favourite hero; 
3 Ki they gently interrupted his ſlumbers, by 
"= Mouching his hand or his hair; that they warned 


vl 9 him of every impending danger, and conducted 
I him, by their infallible wiſdom, in every action 
of his life ; and that he had acquired ſuch an in- 


| 4 timate knowledge of his heavenly gueſts, as rea- 
S _ Aily to diſtinguiſh th f f h 
==Xily to diſtinguiſh the voice of Jupiter from that 


his lik 3 Sf Minerva, and the form of Apollo from the 


oc 4 gure of Hercules (26). Theſe ſleeping or 
ſtud; 1 aking viſions, the ordinary effects of abſtinence 


8 tien and fanaticiſm, would almoſt degrade the em- 


zht WM peror to the level of an Egyptian monk. But 
pri be uſeleſs lives of Antony or Pachomius were 


ned u ronſumed in theſe vain occupations. julian 


pile 9 
1d frivl 


In the field the enemies of Rome, he calmly 
_ 0 Fetired into his tent, to dictate the wiſe and ſa- 


9 Piephy. 9 5 5 
. Wo 41 | X : 


* FE 
; io. 
1 
5 
4 
. 


that Julian, on particular days, denied himſelf ; 


1 theſe voluntary faſts, he prepared his ſenſes 
1 a nd his underſtanding for the frequent and fami- 


Could break from the dream of ſuperſtition to 
: rm himſelf for battle; and after vanquiſhing 


Jutary laws of an empire, or to indulge his ge- 
nius in the elegant purſuits of lterature and Phi- 


The- - 


4 (26) Julian's modeſty confined him to obſcure and occaſional hints; but 
4 ibanius expatiates with pleaſure on the faſts and viſions of the religious 
2 4 ero * ad Julian. p. 157. and Orat, Fier c. lrxxii. p. 399) 


a 


70 


His religious 
diſſimulati- 


an was entruſted to the fidelity 


On. 


rents of the ancient worſhip; 


| every Province of the empire. 
and virtues of their royal proſelyte, they fondly 
expected the cure of every evil, and the reſtora- 
tion of every bleſſing; and inſtead of diſap- 


ful to his country, and to his religion. But this 
religion was viewed with an hoſtile eye by the 


ons alternately ſaved and threatened the life of 


which condeſcended to fear them; and if the 


ans (28). 


P. 141. 


for ſparing the infant apoſtate (xaos oubuwra). His French tranſlatc 


lian ingenuouſſy confeſſed, that he was en ; 


| La lettre. 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 
The import 


ant ſecret of the apoſtacy of EY 1 

of the initiated, 
with whom he was united by the ſacred ties of 8 
friendſhip and religion (27). The pleaſing ru- 
mour was cautiouſly circulated among the adhe- 
and his future | 
greatneſs became the object of the hopes, the 
prayers, and the predictions of the pagans, in 
From the 2cal 


proving of the ardour of their pious wiſhes, Ju- 


to attain a ſituation in which he might be uſe- 


ſucceſſor of Conſtantine, whoſe capricious paſl-| 


Julian. The arts of magic and divination were 
ſtrictly prohibited under a deſpotic government, 


ans were reluctantly indulged in the exerciſe 

of their ſuperſtition, the rank of Julian would 

have excepted him from the general toleration. 

The apoſtate ſoon became the preſumptive heir b 
of the monarchy, and his death could alone hav: 
appeaſed the juſt apprehenſions of the Chriſti 

But rhe. young prince, who af; 1 5 


127 1 Libanius, Orat Parent, e. x p. 233, 234. Galus had "FLEW | 
fan to ſuſpect the fecret apoſtacy of his brother; and in a letter which 
may be received as genuine, he exherts Julian to adhere to the lien 
their anceſtors ; an argument, which, as it ſhould ſeem, was not 1 
perſectly ripe. See Julian. Op- p. 454- and Hiſt, de Jovien, tom. | A | 


(28) Gregory (i p- 50. ), with inhuman zeal, cenſures Conftantio : 


(p. 265.) — — that ſuch expreſſions * ut wor "A priſe | A 
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eo the glory of a hero rather than of a martyr, 


uli- eonſulted his ſafety by diſſembling his religion; 
74 and the eaſy temper of a polytheiſm permitted | 
nim to join in the public worſhip of a ſect which 
he inwardly deſpiſed. Libanius has conſidered 
the hypocriſy of his friend as a ſubject, not of 


Wcenſure, but of praiſe, ** As the ſtatues of the 


A 


«JF 


cation. His ſentiments were changed; but 
as it would have been dangerous to have a- 
10us F< vowed his ſentiments, his conduct {till conti- 


uic- g nued the ſame. Very different from the aſs 


thi “ in Æſop, who diſguiſed himſelf with a lion's 


the “ hide, our lion was obliged to conceal himſelf 
baff. “ under the ſkin of an aſs; and, while he em- 
fe of RF © braced the dictates of reaſon, to obey the laws 

were g of prudence and neceſſity (29).” The dilli- 
=X mulation of Julian laſted above ten years, from 


his ſecret initiation at Epheſus, to the beginning 


' WT bute to ſtrengthen his devotion ; and as ſoon as 


lemn feſtivals, at the aſſemblies of the Chriſti- 
ans, Julian returned, with the impatience of a 
lover, to burn his free and voluntary ineenſe on 


to an ingenuous ſpirit, the profeſſion of Chriſtia- 


gods,“ ſays that orator, ** which have been 
defiled with filth, are again placed in a mag- 
„ nificent temple; ſo the beauty of truth was 
4 ſeated in the mind of Julian, after it had been 
<< purified from the errors and follies of his edu- 


of the civil war; when he declared himſelf at 
once the implacable enemy of Chriſt and of Con- 
ſtantius. This ſtate of conſtraint might contri- 


he had ſatisfied the obligation of aſſiſting, on ſo- 


the domeſtic chapels of Jupiter and Mercury. 
But as Every act of diflimulation muſt be painful 


nity encreaſed the averſion of Julian for a religi- 
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. on, which oppreſſed the freedotn of his mind, | 3 
and compelled him to hold a conduct repugnant Þ [ 

to the nobleſt attributes of human nature, fince- 3 

rity and courage. 1 


le writes The inclination of Julian might prefer the iſ 
againſt 
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-- Chrittinnity, ods of Homer, and of the Scipios, to the new | Y 


been ſanctified by the ſacrament of darin 
But as a philoſopher, it was incumbent on him 
io juſtify his diſſent from Chriſtianity, which was UC 
0 


chain of prophecy, the ſplendour of miracles, * 


Vork (30), Which he compoſed amidſt the pre-. 
parations of the Perſian war, contained the tub. 4 
| ſtance of thoſe arguments which he had long re. 4 
volved in his mind. Some fragments have been! 
tranſcribed and preſerved, by his adverſary, th 
vehement Cyril of Alexandria (31); and they 
exhibit a very ſingular mixture of wit and learn. 
ing, of ſophiſtry and fanaticiſm. The elegance 
of the ſtyle, and the rank of the author, recom. 


and in the impious liſt of the enemies of Chi iti 1 
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aith, which his uncle had eſtabliſhed in ue 
Roman empire; and in which he himſelf had 


— 3 


ſupported by the number of its converts, by the 


and the weight of evidence. The elaboratſ pl 


mended his writings to the public attention (32), 


anity 


1 fotcicue (Bibliot. Grec. |. v. c. viii. 7 88. —90.) and Landre 
{Heathen Teſtimonies, vol. iv. p. 44 —47 have accurately compiled 1} A io 


that can now be diſcovered of Julian's work againſt the Chriſtians. | 


(31) About ſeventy years after the death of Julian, he executed at ne 


which had been feebly attempted by Philip of Side, a prolix and cc. 50 
temptible wiiter. Even the work of Cyril has not entirely fatisfied it ; 
moſt fayourable judges : and the Abbe de Ja Bleterie (Preface à LH 


de Jovien, p. 30. 32) withes that ſome tHeolegien Prulejephe (2 * = e 
taur) would undertake the refutation of Julian, en a 
(32) Libanius (Orat. Parental. c. IXxxvii. p. 313.), whe: has been ol 3 ; 


pected of, afliſting his friend, prefers this divine vindication (Orat. is. 23 02 


necem Julian, p. 288. edit. Morel.) to the writings of Porphyry. E bai 
judgment may be arraigned (Socrates, I. iii. c. 23.) but Libanius c10v ery 
be accuſed of flattery to a d:ad prince, = 


2 


* 
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nity, the celebrated name of Porphyry was ef- 
nant YH wb 'by the ſuperior merit or reputation of Juli- 
NCe- T The minds of the faithful were either ſe- 
"0 "op or ſcandalized, or alarmed ; and the pa- 
the ans, who ſometimes preſumed to engage in the | \ 
nev nequal diſpute, derived, from the popular work | 
| the 1 their Imperial miſſionary, an inexhauſtible 
* hal Bill s of fallacious objections. But in the aſſi- 1 
tim, i Nuous proſecution of thele theological ſtudies, —_ 
bim he emperor of the Romans imbibed the illibera!l — 
h was Wee nice and paſſions of a polemic divine. _ 
* el 5 1 ontracted an irrevocable obligation, to mail 1 
acles U ain and propagate his religious opinions; and 4 
Oorate Whilſt he ſecretly applauded the ſtrength and 
9 exterity with which he wielded the weapons of 
* eh he was tempted to diſtruſt the ſin- 1 [ 
rity, or to deſpiſe the underſtandings, of his — 1 
; beet Intagoniſts, who could obſtinately reſiſt the ous 8 
f reaſon and eloquence. | e 
IF The Chriſtians, who beheld with horror and bissal 
adignation the apoſtacy of Julian, had much 
Wore to fear from his power than from his argu- 
ents. The pagans, who were conſcious of his 
| (32): ervent zeal, expected, perhaps with impatience, 
hi i hat the flames of perſecution ſhould be imme- - 
anity, Wiately kindled againſt the enemies of the gods; — 
Ind that the ingenious malice of Julian would = 


e 1 vent ſome cruel refinements of death and tor- 
N P10 | * 


4 1 
WW. 


ins, 3 2 
iced a e perieneed fury of his pn abe of But the 
and , Popes, as well as the fears, of the religious fac- 


ae ions were apparently diſappointed, 155 the pru- — 
Went humanity of a Pane (3 3), who was care: - 


been ny 4 | | 
frat. ix. "_ | (33) Libanius (Orat. Parent. c. toi. p 183, 284. has 5 ex - 
byry. 5 F 1 lained the tolerating principles and conduct of his Imperial friend, In a 
nius can Fry remarkable epiſtlc to the e of ons; Julian himſelf (epiſt. 
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of the rights of mankind. Inftru&ed. by hiſto. | 
the diſeaſes of the body may ſotnetimes be cured | 


The reluctant victim may be dragged to the | 


_ diſclaiths the ſacrilegious act of the hand. Re- 
_ ligious obſtinacy is hardened and exaſperated by | 


ſides, thoſe who have yielded, are teſtored a; 
: penitents, and thoſe who have reſiſted, are ho- 
noured as faints and martyrs. If Julian adopt. 
ed the unſucceſsful cruelty of Diocletian and h 


| on 1 with the name of tyrant, and add 
pros. + ſtrength and encreaſe from the ſeveritz 


motives, and apprehenſive of diſturbing the 1e. 


_ nefits of a free and equal toleration , and the ot 
hardſhip which he inflicted on the Chriſtians, $ 
Was to deprive them of the power of tormen- 


with the odious titles of idolatets and heretic. 
The Pagans received a gracious permiſſion, u 
_ rather an expreſs order, to open 4 LL their tem 

your 34); "ad they Were at once delivered fron 


5 u profes his nber, OE vetraps his zeal; j bid} is aeknow nee 2 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 5 
ful of his own fame, of the public peace and 


ry and tefteQion, Julian was perſuaded, hat if | 


by falutary violence, ſteel nor fire can 
erbdlente the etroneous opinions of the mind 


foot of the altar; but the heart ſtill abhors and 


oppreſſion ; and, as ſoon as the perſecution ſub- | 


colleagues, he was ſenſible that he ſhould ſtan b 
w glories to the Catholic church, which had 

of the pagan magiſtrates. Actuated by thei: 
fe of an unſettled reign, Julian furpriſed th 
world by an edi&, which was not unworthy % 


a ſtateſman, or a philoſopher. He extended u 
all the inhabitants of the Roman world, the be. 


B25 
OY 


ing their fellow - ſubjects, whom they ſtigmatilel $ 


1 5. 


13% In Greece, the ꝛemplec of Minerva were 8. by his exp 
3 ay the wad of Conſtantive STD Orat. Parent. c. 
9.2% ͤ 
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Ie oppreſſive laws, and arbitrary vexations, 
bich they had faſtained under the reign of. 
Conſtantine, and of his fons. At the fame 
=Fime, the biſhops and clergy, who had been ba- 
Wiſhed by the Arian monarch, were recalled 
rom exile, and reſtored to their reſpective 
Fhurches; the Donatiſts, the Novatians, the 
: acedonians, the Eunomians, and thoſe who, | 
*=vith a more proſperous fortune, adhered to the 
) Doctrine of the council of Nice. Julian, who 
underſtood and derided their theological diſputes, 
Invited to the palace the leaders of the hoſtile 
Weds, that he might enjoy the agreeable ſpecta- 
le ok their furious encounters. The clamour of 
” KKontroverſy ſometimes provoked the emperor to 
; £xclaim, „ Hear me! the Franks have heard 


*FXered that he was now engaged with more obſti- 
' ZFMate and implacable enemies; and though he 
xerted the powers of oratory to perſuade them 
0 live in concord, or at leaſt in peace, he was 
b perfectly fatisfied, "before he diſmi them from 
bis preſence, that he had nothing to dread frorn 
he union of the Chriſtians. The impartial Am- 
” nianus has aſcribed this affected clemency to the 
Aub geſire of fomenting the inteſtine diviſions of the 
Fhurch; and the inſwdious defign of undermin- 
g the foundations of Chriftianity, was infe- 
Parably connected with the zeal, which Julian 
profeſſed, to reſtore the ancient religion of * 


on, C | pin (35). TD 


4 fron 2 


© me, and the Alemanni ;” but he ſoon difeo- 


th: AY b. 280. ); ; and . A bimaſelf a pagan in his public nde to 0 3 


1 he Athenians, This unqueſtionable evidence may correct the haſty af 

ROW _ tion of Ammianus, who ſeems to ſuppoſe Conſtantinople to be the 
place where he diſcovered his attachment to the gods. | | 
(55) Ammianus, xxii. 5. Sozomen, I. v. c. 5. Beſtia celine. tran- 

5 ullitas redit #5. 0 0 omnes epi epd qui ans — (etibus frerant exter- 
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Zeal and de- As ſoon as he aſcended the throne, he afſum- 
Tn in ed, according to the cuſtom of his predece(- 
ide reſtora- ſors, the character of ſupreme pontiff; not only 
— as the moſt honourable title of Imperial great- 
neſs, but as a ſacred and important office; the 
duties of which he was reſolved to execute with 
pions diligence. As the buſineſs of the ſtate . 
prevented the emperor from joining every day 
in the public devotion of his ſubjects, he dedi- 
_ cated a domeſtic chapel to his tutelar deity ihe 
Sun; his gatdens were filled with ſtatues and 
altars of the gods; and each apartment of the 
palace diſplayed the appearance of a magnifi- 
cent temple. Every morning he ſaluted the pa- 
rent of light with a facrifice; the blood of 
another victim was ſhed at the moment when 
the Sun ſunk below the horizon; and the Moon, 
the Stars, and the Genii of the night, received 
their reſpective and ſeaſonable honours from the 4 
indefatigable devotion of Julian. On ſolemn fc- 
ſtivals, he regularly viſited the temple of the 
god or goddeſs to whom the day was peculiarly | 
conſecrated, and endeavoured to excite the re. 
ligion of the magiſtrates and people by the er 
ample of his own zeal. Inſtead of maintaining 
the lofty ſtate of a monarch, diſtinguiſhed by * 
the ſplendor of his purple, and encompaſſed b 
the golden ſhields of his guards, Julian ſolicited, BY 
with reſpectful eagerneſs, the meaneſt offices 
which contributed to the worſhip of the gods“ 
Amidſt the ſacred but licentious crowd of prieſts, 
of inferior miniſters, and of female dancers, 
who were dedicated to the ſervice of the temp. 


o 


minati per indulgentiam novi principis ad eccleſias redeunt. Jerom. 25 Fo 
verſus Luciferianos, tom, ii. p. 143- Optatus accuſes the Donatiits f 
owing their ſafety to an apoltate (l. ii. c. 16. p. 36, 37. edit. Dupio). 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 
Y it was the buſineſs of the emperor to bring the 
wood, to blow the fire, to handle the knife, to 
laughter the victim, and thruſting his bloody 


to draw forth the heart or liver, and to read, 


EX nomy, the expence of religious worſhip conſu- 
; med a very large portion of the revenue; a con- 


7 
3 8, 


* 
= 


1 offered, either by the hand, or by order, of the 
| by x emperor, to all the celebrated places of devotion 


4 br: in the Roman world; and with the ſums allotted 
ited, to repair and decorate the ancient temples, = 
Foe which had ſuffered the filent decay of time, or 
ods 1 the recent injuries of Chriſtian rapine. En- 
reſts | couraged by the example, the exhortations, the 


cer hberality, of their pious ſovereign, the cities and 


de families reſumed the practice of their neglected 
ple, Rs . 2 "CS I Ps. | Yo * 5 
e ceremonies. Every part of the world,“ ex- 
claims Libanius, with devout tranſport, ** diſ- 
WES CC | 3 , . » 5 8 
played the triumph of religion; and the 
= © grateful proſpect of flaming altars, bleeding 
7 -* victims, the ſmoke of incenſe, and a ſolemn 


om. 20, 
atiits (o: 
uin). 


train 


hands into the bowels of the expiring animal, 


EX with the conſummate ſkill of an haruſpex, the 
=X imaginary ſigns of future events. The wiſeſt 
of the pagans cenſured this extravagant ſuper- 
ſtition, which affected to deſpiſe the reſtraints of 
2X prudence and decency. Under the reign of a 
prince, who practiſed the rigid maxims of co 


ſtant ſupply of the ſcarceſt and moſt beautiful 
birds was tranſported from diſtant climates, to 

bleed on the altars of the gods; an hundred ox 
en were frequently ſacrificed by Julian on one 
the and the ſame day; and it ſoon became a popular 

\ c.. eſt, that if he ſhould return with conqueſt from 
the the Perſian war, the breed of horned cattle 

- 1,8 muſt infallibly be extinguiſhed. Yet this ex- 

re. pence may appear inconſiderable, when it is 

„compared with the ſplendid preſents which were 
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of Paganiſm. 


Orat. Conſular. ad Julian. p. 245, 246. edit. Morel.), Ammianus 9 


| they view the extreme devotion of Zong are 4 ive of the rr 'Y | 


Without beginning or end (p- 288 —30g.). The ſupreme pontiff deri | 


ralative werkip of en 


„ mountains; and the ſame ox afforded a ſacri- 
fice for the gods, and a Hupyes for their Joyon 


; Reformation © 


equal to the enterpriſe of reſtoring a religion, 
moral precepts, and of eccleſiaſtical diſcipline, 
which rapidly. haſtened to decay and diffolution, 


and was not ſuſceptible of any ſolid or conſiſten | b T 
| reformation, The juriſdiction of the ſupreme i 


_ vinces, the prieſts. and philoſophers, whom be 


execution of his great deſign ; and his paſtoral 
letters (37), if we may uſe that: name, {till repre. 


tions. He directs, that in every city the ſacei- 


| Ae ade 


1 
8 * 
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4 erain of prieſts and prophets, without fear anz 
„ without danger. The ſound of pray er and of 
% muſic was heard on the tops of the higheſt 


N 


votaries (36).“ 
But the genius and power of Julian were un- 


which was deſtitute of theological principles, 0 


pontiff, more eſpecially after that office had 
been united with the Imperial dignity, compre-| 


hended the whole extent of the Roman empie 


Julian named for his vicars, in the ſeveral pro- 2 


eſteemed the beſt qualified to co-operate in the 


ſent a very curious ſkeich of his wiſhes and inten- 


dotal order ſhould be compoſed, without am 
diſtinction of birth or fortune, of thoſe perſon: 
who were the moſt conſpicuous for their love d 
| tte] 3 3 | ; 


660 The 3 of the Pagan 1 „ deleribed by = Y 40 
(Miſopogon, p. 346.), Libanius (Orat. Parent. c. 60, p. 286, 287 :" 


73,), and Gregory Naxianzen (Otat. tv. p. 121). Theſe writers agree if 23 | 
the eſſential, and even minute, facts: but the different lights in hl 1 


(37) See "TY Epiftal, as ü, 1 ul. and a 1 curious bes 4 


the Moſaic hiſtory, and the Chriſtian Ciſcipiine, prefers the Greek pee? x 
to the Hebrew prophets, and palliatee, with the fill of a Jeſuit, 1 9 B 


OR THE ROMAN EMPIRE, 


Pontinues he, of any ſcandalous offence, the 


pontiff; but, as long as they retain their rank, 


apue and of individuals. The exerciſe of their ſa- 
cred functions requires an immaculate purity, 
both of mind and body; and even when they 


never be ſeen in theatres or taverns. His con- 


it am verſation ſhould be chaſte, his diet temperate, 
his friends of honourable reputation; and, if 
ove dhe ſometimes viſits. the Forum or the Palace, 


e 
3 
8 1 A 


he ſhould appear only as the advocate of thoſe 
=Z who have vainly ſolicited either juſtice or mer- 
by Ju cy. His ſtudies ſhould be ſuited to the ſanctity 
of his profeſſion. Licentious tales, or come- 
rs agree dies, or ſatires, muſt be baniſhed from his li- 
in ae brary, ; which ought. ſolely to conſiſt of hiſto- 
the 8" rical and philoſophical writings. ; of hiſtorß 
which is founded in truth, and of philoſophy 


, frag which is connected with religion. The impi- 
riff det ous. opinions of the Epicureans and Sceptics 


8 5 d { | 


gods, and of men. If they are guilty,” 
ſhould be cenſured or degraded by the ſuperior 


WF they are entitled to the reſpect of the ma- 
giſttates and people. Their humility may be 
$ ſhewn in the plainneſs of their domeſtic garb; 
ZE their dignity, in the pomp of holy veſtments. 
When they are ſummoned in their turn to of- 
gciate before the altar, they ought not, during 
the appeinted number of days, to depart fron 
the precincts of the temple; nor ſhould a. 
ſingle day be ſuffered to. elapſe, without the 
prayers and the ſacrifice, which they are 
obliged to offer for the proſperity of the ſtate, 


are diſmiſſed from the temple to the occupa- 
tions of common life, it is incumbent on them 
to excel in decency and virtue the reſt of their 
fellow-citizens. The prieſt of the gods ſhould 
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1 deſerve his abhorrence and contempt ( 38). 
„ but he ſhould diligently ſtudy the ſyſtems of 
Pythagoras, of Plato, and of the Stoics, 
_ ©: unanimouſly teach that there are gods; that 
the world is governed by their providence ; 
"<< that their goodnels is the ſource of every tem- 
* poral bleſſing; and that they have prepared 
for the human ſoul a future ſtate of reward os 
*« puniſhment.” The Imperial pontiff  incul- WY \ 
cates, in the moſt perſuaſive language, the du- 
ties of benevolence and hoſpitality ; exhorts his e 
inferior clergy to recommend the univerſal Prac- f. 
tice of thoſe virtues; promiſes to aſſiſt their in- 
digence from the public treaſury; and declares 2 
his reſolution of eſtabliſhing hoſpitals in every tt 
city, where the poor ſhould be received without tb 
any invidious diſtinction of country or of reli- 
gion. Julian beheld with envy the wiſe and hu- 
mane regulations of the church; and he very 
frankly confeſſes his intention to deprive the 
Chriſtians of the applauſe, as well as advantage, 
which they had acquired by the excluſive practice Mt 
xi charity and beneficence (49). The fame pi 
of imitation might diſpoſe the emperor to adopt - 
ſeveral eccleſiaſtical inſtitutions, the uſe and im- 

E portance of which were approved by the ſuccet: 5 | 
7 of his enemies. But if theſe imaginary plans of 
reformation. had been realized, the forced and] 
wee 


(38) The exultation of Julian (p. 301), that theſe impious ſecs, and 
even their writings, are extinguiſhed, may be conſiſtent enough with the WA 
ſacerdotal character: but it is unworthy of a philoſopher to wiſh that any | : 
opinions and arguments the moſt repugnant to his own ſhould be colt 
| cealed fiom the knowledge of mankind. TRY = 
| (239) Yet he inſinuates, that the Chrittians, under the Cadence o 4 
charity, inveigled children from their religion and parents, conveyed : 
them on ſhipboard, and deyoted thoſe viQims to a life of poverty or [er 
vitude i in a remote country (p. 30f.). Had the charge deen 88 i 

| Was a aun not to N but to puniſh, 


or THE ROMAN EMPIRE 81 
\\ IE imperfect copy would have been leſs beneficial to 
„ | Paganiſm, than honourable to Chriſtianity (40). 
at The Gentiles, who peaceably followed the cuſj- 
toms of their anceſtors, were rather ſurpriſed 
n. than pleaſed with the introduction of foreign 
manners; and in the ſhort period of his reign, 
o: Julian had frequent occaſions to complain of the 
want of fervour of his own party (41).  _ 
The enthuſiaſm of Julian prompted him to The phie 
embrace the friends of Jupiter as his perſonal? 
friends and brethren ; and though he partially 

:n- | overlooked the merit of Chriſtian conſtancy, he 
are; admired and rewarded the noble perſeverance of 
my thoſe Gentiles who had preferred the favour of 
ont the gods to that of the emperor (42). If they 

re. eultivated the litterature, as well as the religion, 

kn. of the Greeks, they acquired an additional claim 

very to the friendſhip of Julian, who ranked the 

| the Muſes in the number of his tutelar deities. In 

tage. the religion which he had adopted, piety and 

ice ! learning were almoſt ſynonimous (43); and a 

pi | rowd of poets, of rhetoricians, and of philoſo- - 
adopt phers, haſtened to the Imperial court, to occupy 5 { 
Acces 55 Ta Hes | 
ins of LEY 40) Gregory Nazianzen is facetious, ingenious, and argumentative | 3 
f 4 5 Orat, iii p. 101, 102, &c.) He rilicules the folly of ſuch vain imi- 
4 anc Kation; and amuſes himſelf with inquiring, what leſſons, moral or the- | | 4 
erfect logical, could be extracted from the Grecian fables. fl ET | 2 J 
- TY (41) He accuſes one of his pontiffs of a ſecret confederacy with the | f 
WF bvitian bilbops and preſbyters (Epiſt. li.). Ogay un reh uus pry 

: 3 , S αε ee o TS 9586 ; and again, nee Te S exbuunus, 
. Epiſt. Kii. VVV 
{3 (42) He praiſes the fidelity of Callixene, prieſteſs of Ceres, who had 
5 een twice as conſtant as Penelope, and rewards her with the Prieſthood 
etence f | the Phrygian goddeſs at Peſſinus (Julian. Epiſt. xxi,). He applauds 
conveyed be firmneſs of Sopater of Hierapolis, who had been repeatedly preſſed by _ 
rty or ſer · Voaſtantius and Gallus to apeſtatize ( Epiſt. xxvii. p. 401). W bara: | 
proved, it $a (43) O 0; yoperGmy NNO AN Ts x be tec, Orat. Parent. 
7p. 302. The ſame ſentiment is frequently inculcated by Julian, 

&idanius, and the reſt of their party. ED EP PE 
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_ choſe his favourites among the ſages, who wen 1 
deeply ſkilled in the occult ſciences of magic and 
_ divination; and every impoſtor, who pretendel 


rules of divination, with the moſt threatenig 
and malignant aſpect : but his companion, Who, 


interrogations, till he had extorted from the 90% 
a ſeeming conſent to his own wiſhes, and th 


through the cities of Aſia, diſplayed the triump 
of philoſophic vanity; and the magiſtrates vid 

with each other in the honourable reception who 
5 they 486-0 for the friend of their {overeig 


THE DECLINE AND FALL | 
the vacant places of the biſhops, who had «| 


| ducedthe credulity of Conſtantius. His ſucce(. 7 
ſor eſteemed the ties of common initiation as far © 
more ſacred than thoſe of conſanguinity : he 3 2 


8 


to reveal the ſecrets of futurity, was aſſured o 


enjoying the prefent hour in honour and afl. 1 


ence (44). Among the philoſophers, Maxim 


obtained the moſt eminent rank in the Wend Z 3 
of his royal diſciple, who communicated, wit q 
unreſerved confiderice, his actions, his Cent . 


ments, and his religious deſigns, during th BY 


anxious ſuſpenſe of the civil war (45). As for 
as Julian had taken poſſeſſion of the palace 
Conſtantinople, he diſpatched an honourable and 


Preſſing invitation to Maximus; who then reſide 1 ; 
at Sardes in Lydia, with Chry ſanthius, the a. 1 


. ſociate of his art and ſtudies. The prudent an 
ſuperſtitious Chryſanthius refuſed to undertake: 3 2 


= ED”, 


Journey which ſhewed itſelf, - according to th! 3 


fanaticiſm was of a bolder caſt, perſiſted in hi 


of the emperor. The j Journey of. Maxim K 


— 


Juli 


(44) The 8 and Ne of the emperor, FOR tried ex! 


5 "unde of divination, are fairly expoſed by Ammianus, xxii. 12. 8 


(45) Julian. Epiſt. xxxviii. Three other epiſtles (xv, xvi. T1 
t ſtyle of friendſhip and — are added is the w_ e 
Maximus. = 
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ace d 
le and 
ende 
he d. 


nt and a 


take 9 
to tl 
aten 
who 
4 in h were juſtly excited by the remembrance of 

their abject poverty and diſintereſted profeſ- 
ſions. The penetration of Julian could not al- 


ways be deceived: but he was . to de- 


he co 
id tho! 


laRt 1 
ri ump N 


de Philo 


ſenate, when he was in 
Maximus. 
rupted his diſcourſe, advanced to meet him, 
and, after a tender embrace, conducted him by 
the hand into the midſt of the aſſembly: Where 
he publicly acknowledged the benefits which he 


of a court. 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 
Julian was 1 an oration before the 
0 


The emperor immediately inter- 


had derived from the inſtructions of the philoſo- 


pher. Maximus (46), who ſoon acquired the 

confidence, and influenced the councils, of Ju- 
lian, was inſenſibly corrupted by the temptations 
His dreſs became more ſplendid, 
his demeanour more lofty, and he was expoſed, 
under a ſucceeding reign, to a diſgraceful inquiry 


into the means by which the diſciple of Plato had 
| accumulated, in the ſhort duration of his favour, 


a very ſcandalous proportion of wealth. Of the 
| other philoſophers and ſophiſts, who were invited 
to the Imperial reſidence. by the choice of Julian, 
or by the ſucceſs of Maximus, few were able to 

re: their innocence, or their reputation (47). 
The liberal gifts of money, lands, and houſes, 
were inſufficient to ſatiate their rapacious 


avarice; and the indignation of the people 


Gaz Wa ſpiſe 


; (46) 8 (in Minde p. 77, 78, 795 and in Chryſambic p. 
7, 148.) has minutely related theſe anecdotes, which he conceives to 
de the” moſt impoitant events of the age. Yet he fairly confeſſes the 


frailty of Maximus. His reception at * Conſtantinople is deſcribed by 


| Libanius (Orat. Parent. c. 86. p. 301.) and Ammianus A. 
= (47) Chryſanthius, who had refuſed to quit Lydia, was created 1 
prieſt of the province. His cautious and temperate uſe of power ſecured 
8 him after the revolution; and he lived in peace; while Maximus, Priſ- 
cus, &c. were perſecuted by the Chriſtian miniſters, See the adventures 
of thoſe fanacic ſophiſte, colleed by Brucker, tom. ii. p. 28 1293. 


rmed of the arrival of 


$ 8 


1 
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ſpiſe the characters of thoſe men whoſe talents 
bel his eſteem; he deſired to eſcape the 
double reproach of imprudence and inconſtancy; 
and he was apprehenſive of degrading, in the 
eyes of the profane, the honour of letters and of 
religion (48). 5 E 
Converfione, The favour of Julian v was almoſt <qually di L 
+ vided between the Pagans, who had firmly ad- 
| hered to the worſhip of their anceſtors, and the 
Chriſtians, who prudently embraced the religion 
of their ſovereign. The acquiſition of new pro- 
 felytes (49) gratified the ruling paſſions of his 
| foul, ſuperſtition and vanity ; and he was heard 
to declare, with the enthuſiaſm of a miffionary, 
_ that if he could render each individual richer 8 
than Midas, and every city greater than Baby- 
ton, he ſhould not eſteem himſelf the benefactor 1 
of mankind, unleſs, at the ſame time, he could 
reclaim his ſubjects from their impious revolt 
againſt the immortal gods (50). A prince, who 
had ſtudied human nature, and who poſſeſſed the 
treaſures of the Roman empire, could adapt his 
arguments, his promiſes, and his rewards, to 
5 * order of Chriſtians 65 1); and the merit of 
A ſeaſonable 


— See a‚ẽqgãm . nyc ,t wiz. 
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45 


(450 See Libanius (ont. Parent, c. 101, 102. p. 324, 325, 326 
2nd Eunapius (Vit, Sophiſt. in Proæreſio, p. 126.) . Some ſtudents, 
whoſe expectations perhaps were groundleſs, or extravagant, retired in 
diſguſt (Greg. Naz. Orat. iv. p. :20.). It is ſtrange that we ſhould no; i 
be able to contradict the title of one of Tillemont's chapters (Hiſt. des L 
Empereurs, tom. iv. p. 960), „La Cour de Julien eſt pleine de phtlo- "ON 
ſophes et de gens perdiis.” p 
(49) Under the reign of Lewis XIV. his ſubjects of every rank aſpire IP 
to the glorious title of Convertiſſeur, expreſſive of their zeal and ſucce!" oo 
in making proſelytes. The word and the idea are growing obſolete in op 

| France may they never be introduced into England! gd 3 
(50) See the ſtrong expreſſions of Libanius, which were Ry thoſe " & 

of Julian himſelf (O-at. Parent. c. 59. p. 23s). of 
(510 When Wee Nazianzen WOW X. p. wo ) is defirous to mag · 1 | 
ni 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


2 ſcaſonable converſion was allowed to ſupply 
te defects of a candidate, or even to expiate the 
*X guilt of a criminal. As the army is the moſt 
elde engine of abſolute power, Julian applied 
himſelf, with peculiar diligence, to corrupt the 
religion of his troops, without whoſe hearty con- 
currence every meaſure muſt be dangerous and 
& unſucceſsful; and the natural temper of ſoldiers 
made this conqueſt as eaſy as it was important. 
| The legions of Gaul devoted themſelves to the 
| faith, as well as to the fortunes, of their victo- 
nious leader; and even before the death of 
Conſtantius, he had the ſatisfaction of announc- 
ing to his friends, that they aſſiſted with fervent 
| devotion, and voracious appetite, at the facri- 
fices, which were repeatedly offered in his camp, 
ould 


of whole hecatombs of fat oxen ie 


armies of the Eaſt, which had been trained under 
the ſtandard of the croſs, and of Conſtantius, 
required a4 more artful and expenhve mode "1\ 
8 perſuaſion, On the days of ſolemn and public 

| feſtivals, the emperor received the homage, and 


rewarded the merit, of the troops. His throne 


of ſtate was encircled with the military enſigns 
of Rome and the republic; the holy name of 
# Chriſt was erazed from the Labarum ; and the 

| ſymbols of war, of majeſty, and of pagan ſu- 
perſtition, were ſo dexterouſly blended, that the 


nify the Chriſtian firmneſs of his brother Cæſarius, phyfician to the Im- | 


perial court, he owns that Cæſarius diſputed with a formidable adver- 
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tives, he ſcarcely allows any ſhare of wit, or courage to the apoltate, | 


_ (52) Julian. Epiſt. xxxviii. Ammianus, xxii. 12. Adeo ut in dies 


pæne ſingulos milites carnis diſtentiore ſagina victitantes incultius, potuſque 
zviditate correpti, humeris impoſiti tranſeuntium per platear, ex publicis 
Zdibus - - ad ſua diverſoria portarentur. The devout prince and the 


indignant hiſtorian deſcribe the ſame ſcene ; and in Illyricum or Antioct, 


imilar cauſes muſt have produced ſimilar effects. 
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of his ſovereign. The ſoldiers paſſed ſucceſſively 
| in review ; and each of than, Boots Ke rele- 
ed from the hand of Julian a liberal donative, 
proportioned to his rank and ſervices, was re- 
_ quired to caſt a few grains of incenſe into the 
flame which burnt upon the altar. Some Chril- 
tian confeſſors might reſiſt; and others might 

repent ; but the far greater number, allured by 
the proſpect of gold, and awed by the preſence 


ration of duty and of intereſt. By the frequent 
repitition of theſe arts, and at the expence of 
ſums which would have purchaſed the ſervice of Wh 
half the nations of Scythia, Julian gradually 
acquired for his troops the imaginary protection of 
the gods, and for himſelf the firm and effectua! 


The Jews. | 


anceſtors, he embraced the extraordinary deſign 


Hu, ahνν, aner!  geiryay. 
pence of theſe military converſions. 
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faithful ſubject incurred the guilt of idolatry, 
hen he reſpectfully ſaluted the perſon or image 


of the emperor, contracted the criminal engage- 
ment; and their future perſeyerance in the wor- 
ſhip of the gods was enforced by every conſide- 


ſupport of the Roman legions (53). It is indeed 


more than probable, that the reftoration and en. 
couragement of Paganiſm revealed a multitude 


of pretended Chriſtians, Who, from motives of 


temporal advantage, had acquieſced in the reli- 
gion of the former reign; and who afterwards 8 
While the devout monatch inceſſantly labour- RR 
ed to reſtore and propagate the religion of his 8; 


In a 


of rebuilding .the temple of Jeruſalem. 4 


(53) Gregory (Orat. ii. p. 74, 75. $8386.) and Libanius (Orat. Pa- 
* SHRED 520 A „ ef wo TY : a 5. | Ws 
rent. c. Ixxxi. Ixxxii. p. 307, 308.) ig, T&vrn Thy c, Bx % 
The ſephiſt owns and jultifies the 
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or THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 
ö ; public epiſtle (34) to the nation or community 


Pities their misfortunes, condemns their oppreſ- 
Hors, praiſes their conftancy, declares himſelf 
Wheir gracious protector, and expreſſes a pious 
Pope, that after his return from the Perſian war, 


e Almighty in his holy city of Jeruſalem. 
Whoſe unfortunate exiles, muſt excite the con- 
Jempt of a philoſophic emperor ; but they de- 
erved the friendſhip of Julian, by their impla- 
able hatred of the Chriſtian name. The bar- 


Wity of the rebellious church : the power of the 


Ws, by Severus, were gradually repealed by the 


| ; 7 ur port of it is confirmed by Gregory (Orat. iv. p. 111 J and by Julian 
imſelf, Fragment. p. 29g, 5 „ 


; f foundation, The judgment of zeal is* explained by Marſham (Canon. 


; =» onverts from Judaiſm, Cod. Theod, l. Xvi. tit. viii. leg. 1. Gedefroy, tom. 
i. p. 218. | $ CE 


f the Jews, ditperſed through the provinces, he 


pe may be permitted to pay his grateful vows to 


o. he blind ſuperſtition, and abject ſlavery, .of 


en ſynagogue abhorred and envied the fecun- 


eus was not equal to their malice ; but their 
raveſt rabbis approved the private murder of 
n apoſtate (85); and their ſeditious clamours 
had often awakened the indolence of the pagan 
Wnagiſtrates, Under the reign of Conſtantine, 
he Jews became the ſubjects of their revolted 
Ehildren, nor was it long before they experienced 
Ihe bitterneſs of domeſtic tyranny. The civil 
Immunities which had been granted, or confirm 


hriſtian princes ; and a raſh tumult, excited by 
U nos nora e 


(4) Julian's epiſtle (xxv.) is addreſſed to the community of the 
5 News. Aldus (Venet. 1499.) has branded it with an & yy 0 5 but 
his ſligma is juſtly removed by the ſubſequent editors, Petavius and : 
WSpanheim. The epiſtle is mentioned by Sozomen (l. v. c. 22), and the 


(55) The Miſnah denounced death againſt thoſe who abandoned the 


1 hron. p. 161, 162. edit. fol. London, 1642.) and Baſnage (Hiſt. des 
us, tom. viii. p. 120.) Conſtantine made a law to protect Chriſtian 
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| Hadrian was renewed and enforced ; and they 
viewed from afar the walls of the holy city, 
which were profaned in their eyes by the tri- 


; Jeruſalem. 


dition, held his reſidence at Tiberias 57); and 


iv. p. 379, in 4to. 


land. Paleſtin. tom. ii. p. 1036-1042. 


ancienne Jeruſalem, Paris, 1747. p. 75.) The circumference of the 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 
the Jews of Paleſtine (56), ſeemed to juſtify the 


lucrative modes of oppreſſion, which were in- 
vented by the biſhops and eunuchs of the court 
of Conſtantius. The Jewiſh. patriarch, who i 
was ſtill permitted to exerciſe a precarious juriſ- 


the neighbouring cities of Paleſtine were filled 
with the remains of a people, who fondly ad- 
hered to the promiſed land. But the edict of 


umph of the croſs, and the devotion of the Wl 
Chriſtians (58). 1 

In the midſt of a rocky aud barren country, 
the walls of Jeruſalem (59) incloſed the two 
mountains of Sion and Acra, within an oval 
figure of about three Engliſh miles (60). Tow- 
ards the ſouth, the upper town, and the for- 
treſs of David, were erected on the lofty aſcent 


of Mount Sion : on the north fide, the build- 
ings” of the lower town covered che ſpacious in 


ſummit g 

(56) Et interea (during the civil war of Magnentius) be ſeditio, 5 3 
qui Patricium nefarie in regni ſpeciem ſuſtulerunt, oppreſſa. Aurelius 
Victor, in Conſtantio, c. xlii. See AIR; Hitt. des Empereurs, tom. 5 


(57) The city and ſynagogue of Tiberias are curiouſly deſcribed 8 Re- 


(58) Baſnage has fully illuſtrated the ſtate of the Jews vader Conſtantin 
and his ſucceſſors (tom. viii. c. iv. p. 111153.) | 
(89) Reland (Paleſtin. I. i. p. 309. 390. J. iii. p. 838.) deſcribes, with 
learning and periprenicy, EO: and * face of the adjacent c coun- 
try. 
(60) I have conſulted a rare and curious treatiſe of M. d'Anville fur 


ancient city (Euſeb. Præparat. Evangel. 1. ix. c. 36.) was twenty-ſeven 
ſtadia, or 2580 toiſer. A plan, taken on the ſpot, affigns no more than 
1980 for the niodern town, The circuit is defined by natural land- marks, 
which cannot be miſtaken or removed. | 
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the WT {ammit of Mount Acta; and a part of the hill, 
in- 
urt 
ho 
riſ- 
nd 
led 
ad- 
of 
ey 


uus and Hadrian, a ploughſhare was drawn 
over the conſecrated ground, as a ſign of per- 
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{ SET. 
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vith monuments of idolatry; and, either from 


 Mideſign or accident, a chapel was dedicated to 
try, Venus, on the ſpot which had been ſanctified by 
two Wal — death and reſurrection of Chriſt (60). Al- 
val g moſt three hundred years after thoſe ſtupendous 
Ov- 8 1 the profane chapel of Venus was de- 
for- 
cent removal of the earth and ſtones revealed the 
11d- 
ious 
mit 


editio, = 
urelius 


e Son of God (61). 


y Re- 
3 original monuments of their redemption, attract- 


„With 
Coun- 


(61) See two curious paſſages i in Jerom, (tom. i. p. 102. tom. vi. p- 
1s. , and the ample details of Tillemont 12882 des wege, tom. i. br 
9. tom. ii, p. 289. 294. 4to edition). 


lle (fur 
of the 
y- ſeven 
re than 
marks, 


| | 5 —3296). 


Liſtinguiſned by the name of Moriah, and le- 
velled by human induſtry, was crowned with the 
= ſtately temple of the Jewiſh nation. After the 
anal deſtruction of the temple, by the arms of 


= perual interdiction. Sion was deſerted : and the 
Nvacant ſpace of the lower city was filled with 
the public and private edifices of the Ahan co- 
ty, lony, which ſpread themſelves over the adjacent 
tri. hill of Calvary. The holy places were polluted 


: moliſhed by the order of Conſtantine; and the 


holy ſepulchre to the eyes of mankind. A mag- 
Inificent church was erected on that myſtic 
"0 ground, by the firſt Chriſtian emperor; and the 
effects of his pious munificence were extended 
Ito every ſpot, which had been conſecrated by 
Ihe footſteps of patriarchs, of prophets, and of 


ed to Jeruſalem a ſucceſſive crowd of PSUs, 15 
= from . 


7 (63) Euſebius, in Vit. Conſtantia, l. iii. c. 25—47. . bee em- 
: peror likewiſe built churches at Bethlem, the mount of Olives, and the 
4 bak of Mambre, The holy ſepulchre i is deſcribed by Sandys (Travels, p. 
Y 26133.) and curiouſly delineated 85 Le Bruyn e au 1 2 
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The paſſionate deſire of contemplating the Plgrimages 
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moſt diſtant countries of the Eaſt (62); and 
their piety was authoriſed by the example of the 
empreſs Helena; who appears to have united 
the credulity of age with the warm feelings of a 


THE DECLINE AND FALL. 
from the ſhotes of the Atlantic ocean, and the 


recent converſion, Sages and heroes, who have 


viſited the memorable ſcenes of. ancient wildom 
or glory, have confeſſed the inſpiration of the 


genius of the place (63); and the Chriſtian, who 
knelt before the holy ſepulckre, aſcribed his 
lively faith, and his fervent devotion, to. the 


more immediate influence of the Divine ſpirit. 
The zeal, perhaps the avarice, of the clergy of 


Jeruſalem, cheriſhed and multiplied theſe bene- 


Acial viſits. They fixed, by unqueſtionable tra- 
dition, the ſcene of each memorable event. 


They exhibited the inſtruments which had been 
uſed in the paſſion of Chriſt; the nails and the 


| lance that had pierced his hands, his feet, and 
his ſide; the crown of thorns that was planted 


on his head ; the pillar at which he was ſcourg- 


ed: and, above all they ſhewed the croſs on 


which he ſuffered, and which was dug out of the 
earth in the reign of thoſe princes, who inſerted 
the ſymbol of Chriftianity in the banners of the 


Roman __— (64): Such miracles, as ſeemed 


. 9 neceſſary i 


5 162) The 88 ſack 3 to Jeruſalem, _ compoſed in the 
year 333, for the uſe of pilgrims; among whom Jerom. (tom. i. p. 126. 
| mentions the Britons and the Indians. The cauſes of this ſuperſtition: 


faſhion are diſcuſſed in the learned and - judicious preface of Weveling * 


nerar. p. 537—548.) | 
(63) Cicero (de Finibus, v. 1. ) has beautifull expreſſed the common 


IN ſenſe of mankind. 


(64) Baronius, (Annal. Eccleſ. A. D. 326. No. 8 00 * Tille- 


: mont (Mem. Eccleſ. tom. vii. p. 8—16. are the hiſtorians and champion! 


of the miraculous inwentien of the croſs, under the reign of Conſtantine 
Their oldeſt witneſſes are Paulinus, Sulpicius Severus, Rufinus, Ambroſe 
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the 


nd | jeceſſary to account for its extraordin ary preſer- 
de Oman NTOvery; WAre gnagunt- 
ted KF propagated without oppoſition. The cuſtody 
Lee e ere, which on Eaſter Sunday was 
Ire i Jolemnly expoſed to the people, was entruſted 
om s the biſhop of Jeruſalem, and he alone might 
the Fratify the curious devotion of the pilgrims, by 
„ho be gift of ſmall pieces, which they enchaſed 
his n gold or gems, and carried away in riamph 
de Wi thi reſpeRtive countries. But as this gain- | 
ul branch of commerce muſt ſoon have been 
Innihilated, it was found convenient to ſuppoſe, 
hat the marvellous wood poſſeſſed a ſecret pow- 
er of vegetation ; and that its ſubſtance, though 
Fontinually diminiſhed, ſtill remained entire and 
Ebnimpaired (65). It might perhaps have been 
Expected, that the influence of the place, and the 
Pelief of a perpetual miracle, ſhould have pro- 
Euced ſome falutary effects on the morals, as 
Pell as on the faith, of the people. Yet the 
Emolt reſpectable of the eccleſiaſtical writers 
Wave been obliged to confeſs, not only that the 
Wireets of Jerulalem were filled with the inceſ- 
Want tumult of buſineſs and pleaſure (66), but 
What every ſpecies of vice; adultery, theft, ido- 
ptry , poiſoning, murder, was familiar to the 
ie ine dite 
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Ind perhaps Cyril of Jeruſalem. The ſilence of Euſebius, and the Bour- 

beaux pilgrim, which fatisfies thoſe who think, perplexes thoſe who be- 

eve. See Jortin's ſenſible remarks, vol. ii. p. 238-2433. : 
W (65) This multiplication is afſerted by Paulinus, (epiſt. xxxvi. See 
Wupin, Bibliot. Eccleſ. tom. iii. p. 149.), who ſeems to have improved a 
Whetorical flouriſh of Cyril into a real fact. The ſame ſupernatural privi- 
se muſt have been communicated to the Virgin's milk (Eraſmi Opera, 
Jom. i. p. 778. Lugd. Batav. 1703. in Colloq. de Peregrinat. Religionis 


Igo), ſaints heads, &c, and other relics, which are repeated in ſo many 


common 


1 Tilte- 
amplon: 
ſtantine | 
\mbrole 

Ade 


Wifterent Rua LAST | ED 
+ (66) Jerom (tom. f. p. 103), who reſided in the neighbouring village 
WF Betblem, deſcribes the vices of Jeruſalem ſrom his perſonal experi- 


9² 


5 Julian at- 


tewptstore-aſpi Ire to reſtore the ancient glory of the temple 


build the 
temple- 


and pre-eminence of the Sh of Jeruſalem 
excited the ambition of Arian as well as ortho- 
 dox candidates; and the virtues of Cyril, who, 
ſince his death, has been honoured with the 
title of Saint, were diſplayed in the exerciſe, 
rather than in the acquilition, of his epiſcopal F 


; firuction had been pronounced againſt the whol: | 
fabric of the Moſaic law, the Imperial ſophit M 


faith of prophecy, and the truth of revelati- 
on (Jo). He was diſpleaſed with the ſpiritual * 
e of the \ynagogue ; but he e the 


condemns either the uſe or the abuſe of religious pilgrimage, is painful u 


was re-ordained by the hands of the Arians. But Cyril afterwards chanz- 


the Gentiles. They had many temples in each city (at Sichem five, 3! 
_ Gaza eight, at Rome four hundred and twenty-four) ; but the wealth and 


Being. The diſcourſe entitled Julian (2d edition, London, 1751) i 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 
inhabitants of the holy city (67). 'The wealth | | | 


dignity (68). 3 
The vain 401 ambitious mind of Julian might 


e (69). As the Chriſtians were firm- 
ly perſuaded that a ſentence of everlaſting de- 


would have converted the ſucceſs of his under 
taking into a ſpecious argument againſt th: 


inſti 
(6) © Greg. Nyſlen, and Weſſeling, p. 339. 3 epiſtle which z 


the Catholic divines ; ; while it is dear and familiar to our Proteſtant pole 
mics. 


(6s) He renounced his 8 ee, officiated as a deacon, ani 


ed with the times, and prudently conformed to the Nicene faith. Till 
mont (Mem. Eccleſ. tom. viii.), who treats his memory with tendernei Wi 
and reſpect, has thrown his virtues into the text, and his faults i into e 
notes, in decent obſcurity, at the end of the volume. 

(69) Imperii fui memoriam magnitudine operum geſtiens propaga't 
Ammian. xxiii. 1. The temple of Jeruſalem had been famous even amonz 


religion of the Jewiſh nation was centered in one ſpot. yp 

(70) The ſecret intentions of Julian are revealed by the Jate biſhops / A 
Glouceſter, the learned and dogmatic Warburton z who, with the autho- Wi 01 
rity of a theologian, preſcribes the motives and conduct of the Supreme ot 


ſtrongly marked with all the peculiaritics which are —_—_ to the Wat: 
burtonian — 


ealt; N Inſtitutions of Moſes, who had not diſdained to 


alem adopt many of the rites and ceremonies of 


rtho. Egypt (717). The local and national deity of the 
who, Jews was fincerely adored by a polytheiſt, who 
| the efired only to multiply the number of the 
eile. pods (72); and ſuch was the appetite of Julian 
copal For bloody ſacrifice, that his emulation might be 

excited by the piety of Solomon, who had of- 
night cred, at the feaſt of the dedication, twenty-two 
>mple thouſand oxen, and one hundred and twenty 
firm · {thouſand ſheep (73). Theſe conſiderations might 
g de- nfluence his deſigns; but the proſpect of an im- 
whole nediate and important advantage, would not 


ophilt 
der- 
t the 
velati- 
1ritual 
ed th: f the Reſurrection on the adjacent hill of Cal- 
inſti- Mary ; to eſtabliſh an order of prieſts, whoſe in- 


£1 uffer the 1mpatient monarch to expect the re- 
Mote and uncertain event of the Perſian war. 
e reſolved to erect, without delay, on the com- 


. 


le, v mbition, of their Chriſtian rivals; and to in- 
3 ite a numerous colony of Jews, whoſe ſtern 
it pole 22 8 
ne kon fanaticiſm would be always prepared to ſecond, 


»acon, ant 
rds chang: 
e 5 (71) I ſhelter myſelf behind Maimonides, Marſham, Spencer, Le 
. lere, Warburton, &c. who have fairly derided the fears, the folly, and 


5 


8 


5 (72) Julian (Fragment, p. 295.) reſpectfully ſtyles him te S νοντ? Oeogs 


propaga't 

ven amonz 

m five, 4! 

h and 3 8 

wealth at j publy condemns the Chriſtians: for believing, and for renouncing, the 

e eon of the Jews. Their Deity was a true, but not the only, God 
| i X RET : l + ap | 975 0 

te biſbop! pud Cyril. I. ix. p. 305, 306. | 


* 


3 03) 1 Kings viii. 63. 2 Chronicles vii. 5. Joſeph. Antiquitat. Judaic. 


4 1751) 8 


iq oves them by a miracle. Le Clerc (ad loca) is bold enough to ſuſpect 
Ne fidelity of the aumbers. ere eee | 


1 anding eminence of Moriah, a ſtately temple 
hich might eclipſe the ſplendor of the church 


ereſted zeal would detect the arts, and reſiſt the 


Ind even to anticipate, the hoſtile meaſures of 
Fl | | 1 the 


e falſehood, of ſome ſuperſtitious divines. See Divine Legation, vol. | 


1 id mentions him elſewhere (epiſt. Ixiii.) with (till higher reverence. He 


c. 4. p. 431. edit. Havercamp, As the blood and ſmoke of ſo 
„ be We beeatembe might be inconvenient, Lightfoot, the Chriſtian rabbi, 
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the pagan government. Among the friends q 
the emperor (if the names of 'emperor, and i 
friend, are not incompatible) the firſt place ww, 
aſſigned, by Julianchimſelf, to the .virtuous au 
learned Alypius (74). 'Fhe:humanity of Alypu 
was tempered by ſevere juſtice, and manly fo. 
titude; and while he exerciſed his abilities i 
the civil adminiſtration of Britain, he imitate ? 
in his poetical compoſitions, the harmony an 


to whom Julian communicated, without reſerr: 
his moſt careleſs levities, and his moſt ſcriouſſl 


to reſtore; in its priſtine beauty, the temple of 
Jeruſalem ; and the diligence of Alypius requirM 

and obtained the ſtrenuous . ſupport of the gl 
vernor of Paleſtine. At the call of their greif, 
deliverer, the Jews, from all the provinces of H 
empire, aſſembled on the holy mountain of the 


biſn was tranſported in mantles of -ſilk and pu 


butions, every hand claimed a ſhare in 1M 
pious labour; and the commands of a gr 


whole people (75). 


| (the ſecond. of theſe epiſtles. 
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ſoftneſs of the odes of Sappho. "This.minifir WM 


counſels, received an extraordinary commiſſu 


fathers ; and their inſolent triumph alarmed an 
exaſperated the Chriſtian inhabitants of Jeru 
lem. The deſire of rebuilding. the. temple ha 


eser e tense Se . 


in every age, been the ruling paſſion of the chi 


dren of Iſrael. In this propitious moment 11:8 
men forgot their avarice, and the women the 
delicacy; ſpades and pickaxes of filver ve 
provided by the vanity of the rich, and the ru, 


ple. Every purſe was opened 1n liberal conti 1 


monarch were executed by the enthuſiaſm of 


N 
? . 0 9 
f 7 
4 of RY 
8 
2 


8 
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(70 Julian, epiſl. xxix. XXX. La Bleterie has neglected to trauſs £ 
(7s) See the zeal and impatience of the Jews ia Gregory Nazianit 5 


0 


(Orat. iv. p. 111.) and Theodoret (I. iii. c. 200. 


ads d 
nd oi 
wall 
an 
piu; 
y fo 
es i 
Lated ; 2 | 
niſter 
ſerv 
erioul 


niſſ 
ple of 
quires 
e go 


F ther 
n hop of Milan, in an epiſtle to the emperor 


le nas 8 madverſion of the Jews; by the FE Chryſ- 


e ch oſtom 


ent N 
n tha 


Naziant! £ this fanatic epiſtle (A. D. 388.) to juſtify a biſhop, who had been con · . 


5 cemned by the civil — —_Y a ſynagogue, 
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public event is deſcribed by Ambroſe (79), bi- 


Theodoſius, which muſt provoke the ſevere ani- 


(46). Built by Omar, the ſecond Khalif, who died A. D. 644. This 
Welt 5 great moſque covers the whole conſecrated ground of the Jewiſh temple, | 
gp F 5 aud conſtitutes almoſt a ſquare of 760 toiſet, or one Roman mile in - oth 
ny 10 == cumference, See d' Anville Jeruſalem, p. 45- | 
id pln 


continue | 
in th E ſumptibus cogitabat immodicis. Warburton has a ſecret wiſh 1 to anticipate 
the deſign; but he muſt have underſtood, from former examples, that 
. Set = &ecution of ſuch a work would have demanded many years. 
14 loſtorgius, &c. add contradictions, rather than «authority. Compare the 
1 | 
dd = Warburton's anſwers (Julian, p. 174—258.). The biſhop has ingeniouſy 
explained the miraculous-crofſes which appeared on the garments of the 


o traut 5 ſpectators by a Gmilar inſtance, and the natural effects of lightning. 


(77) Ammianus records the conſuls of the year 363, before he pro- 


ceeds to mention the thoughts of Julian, Templum. . . inſtaurare 


(78) The fubſequent witneſſes, Socrates, Sozomen, Theodoret, Phi- 


objeftions of Baſnage (Hiſt. des Juifs, tom. viii. p. 159 —168) with 


(79) Ambroſ. tom. ii. epiſt. xl. p. 946. edit. Benedictin. He compoſed 


Vet, on this occaſion, the joint efforts of The © 

r and enthuſiaſm were eueren ul; and — 
the ground of the Jewiſn temple, which is now 
covered by a Mahometan moſque (76), ſtill con- 
tinued to exhibit the ſame edify ing ſpectacle of 
ruin and deſolation. Perhaps the abſence and 
death of the emperor, and the new maxims of a 
Chriſtian reign, might explain the interruption of 
an arduous work, which was attempted only 

in the laſt fix months of the life of Julian (97). 
But the Chriſtians entertained a natural and pi- 
cus expectation, that, in this memorable conteſt, 
the honour of religion would be vindicated by 
ſome fignal miracle. An earthquake, a whirl- 
wind, and a fiery eruption, which overturned 
- 5" and ſcattered the new foundations of the tem- 
rene ple, are atteſted, with ſome variations, by con- 
temporary and reſpectable evidence (78). This 
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perhaps by a oſtom (80), who might appeal to the memory 


præternatu- 
ral event. 


of the elder part of his congregation at Anti- 


doch; and by Gregory Nazianzen (81), who pub- 


liſhed his account of the miracle before the ex- 


piration of the ſame year. The laſt of theſe 


Writers has boldly declared, that this preternatu- 


860 
e 


ral event was not diſputed by the infidels ; and 
his aſſertion, ſtrange as it may ſeem, is confirm. 


ed by the unexceptionable teſtimony of Ammi- 
anus Marcellinus (82). The philofophic ſoldier, 
who loved the virtues, without adopting the pre- 


judices, of his maſter, has recorded, in his ju- 


dicious arid candid hiſtory of his own times, the 
extraordinary obſtacles which interrupted the 
reſtoration of the temple of Juruſalem. Whilf 


< Alypius, aſſiſted by the governor of the pro- 
© vince, urged, with vigour and diligence, the 


5 execution of the work, horrible balls of fire 
„ breaking out near the foundations, with fre. 


quent and reiterated attacks, rendered the 
e place, from time to time, inacceſſible to the 
* ſcorched and blaſted workmen ; and the vic- 
torious element continuing in this manner ob- 
Ringtely and reſolutely bent, as it were, to 

155 drive 


* 


(80) Cee tom. i. p. 580. adverſ. Judzox et Gentes, tom. ii. p, 


574 de Sto. Babyla, edit. Montfaucon. I have followed the common 
and natural ſuppoſition ; but the learned Benediftine. who dates the com- 


poſition of theſe ſermons in the year 23. is confident thay were never 
proneugeed from the pulpit. 
(81) Greg. Nazianzen, Orat. iv. p. 109=—11 3. 1 » Y ißlbom 


F arc ber uE, 11 25. 01g ele 075 0Ufphtvov LOTT, $600. 


(89) Ammian. xxiii. i. Cum itaque rei fortiter inſtaret Alypius, ju- 
varetque provincie rector, metuendi globi flammarum prope fundamenti 
crebris aſſultibus erumpentes fecere locum exuſtis aliquoties operantibus 


inacceſſum: hocque modo elemento deſtinatius repellente, ceſſavit in- 


ceptum. Warburton labours (p. 60—go.) to extort a confeſſion of the 


miracle from the mouths of Julian and Libanius, and to employ the evi 


dence of a rabbi, who lived in the fifteenth century. Such witneſſes can 
n be recerved by a For favourable judge. | 
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& drive them to a diſtance, the undertaking was 


; abandoned.“ Such authority ſhould ſatisfy a 


= believing, and muſt aftoniſh an incredulous, 
mind. Yet a philoſopher may till require the 
original evidence of impartial and intelligent 
= ſpectators. At this important criſis, any ſingu- 
lar accident of nature would aſſume the appear- 
= ance, and produce the effects, of a real prodigy. 
This glorious deliverance would be ſpeedily im- 
proved and magnified by the pious art of the 
clergy of Jeruſalem, and the active credulity of 
the Chriſtian world; and, at the diſtance of 
= twenty years, a Roman hiſtorian, careleſs of 
= theological diſputes, might adorn his work with 
the ſpecious and ſplendid miracle (83), 
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The reſtoration of the Jewiſh temple was ſe- Partility ot 


cretly connected with the ruin of the Chriſtian lian. 


church. Julian ſtill continued to maintain the 
freedom of religious worſhip, without diſtin- 
guiſhing, whether this univerſal toleration pro- 
ceeded from his juſtice, or his clemency. He 
affected to pity the unhappy Chriſtians, who 
were miſtaken in the moſt important object of 
their lives; but his pity was degraded by con- 
tempt, his contempt was embittered by hatred ; | 
and the ſentiments of Julian were expreſſed in a 
ſtyle of ſarcaſtic wit, which inflicts a deep and 
deadly wound, whenever it iſſues from the mouth 
of a ſovereign. As he was ſenſible that the 
EZCh:iſtians gloried in the name of their Redeem- 
er, he countenanced, and perhaps enjoined, the 
ule of the leſs honourable appellation of Gal Li- 
BE. SEES lun, 


3 (83) Dr. Lardner, perhaps alone of the Chriſtian critics, preſumes to 
| Soubt the truth of this famous miracle (Jewiſh and Heathen Teſtimonies, 
{2 ol. iv, p. 47—71.). The filence of Jerom would lead to a ſuſpicion, 


Jt the ſame ſtory, which was celebrated at a diſtance, might be deſpiſed 


efſes can en the ſpot, 


Pr 


E — * 
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LANs (84). He declared, that, by the folly 


of the Gallileans, whom he deſcribes as a ſect 


of fanatics, contemptible to men, and odious to 


the gods, the empire had been reduced to the 


| brink of deſtruction ; and he infinuates in a pub. 
lic edit, that a frantic patient might ſometime; ! 
be cured by ſalutary violence (85). An ungene. “ 
rous diſtinction was admitted into the mind and) 
counſels of Julian, that, according to the differ. 
ence of their religious ſentiments, one part of 
his ſubjects deſerved his favour and friendſhip, Þ 
while the other was entitled only to the common] 
benefits, that his juſtice could not refuſe to an 
obedient people (86). According to a principle, 
pregnant with miſchief and oppreſſion, the em. 
peror transferred, to the pontiffs of his own re- 
ligion, the management of the liberal allowan-F* 
ces from the public revenue, which had been 
granted to the church by the piety of Conſtar-Þ* 
tine and his ſons. The proud ſyſtem of cleric Þ# 
honours and immunities, which had been cor 
ſtructed with ſo much art and labour, was le. 
velled to the ene; the hopes of teſtamentar -Y 
donatio 


(84) Greg. Naz. Orat. in. p. 8 1. And this law was confirmed by e 
invariable practice of Julian himſelf. Warburton has jultly obſerve! ® | 
(p. 35.) that the Platoniſts believed in the myſter tous virtue of work; 
and Julian's diſlike for the name of Chriſt might proceed from 1 : 4 
as well as from contempt. © 7 
(85) Fragment. Julian. p. 288. He derides the Mopics Tani 7 
(lepiſt. vii.), and fo far loſes fight of the principles of toleration, = = 1 


wiſh (epiſt. xlii.) azov7es dg erl. 
(86) Ov yoe ter bijpers 651 vitale, 5 Aiege, 


Axe, 68 xf aouwty , TEST AT. 


Theſe two lines, which Julian has changed and perverted in the true (pi: 
of a bigot (epiſt. xlix.) are taken from the ſpeech of ZEolus, when be 
refuſes to grant Ulyſſes a freſh ſupply of winds (Odyſſ. x. 73.). Libs. 2 
nius (Orat. Parent. c. 59. p. 286.) 1 to juſtily this partial bets . 
| Hor, by an apology n which perſecution peep though Gee. 
oandour. 4 
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iſtan- 
erica 
con- 
as le this partial and oppreſſive meaſure, might com- 
ntary ! mand, during his life-time, the ſilence of ſlaves 
ations and the applauſe of flatterers. 
ambiguous meaning of a word which might be 
indifferently applied to the language and the re- 
—_— ? I ligion of the GR EE RS: 
dere ſerves, that the men who exalt the merit of im- 
I plicit faith are unfit to claim or to enjoy the ad- 
LT bar of ſcience; and he vainly contends, 


that i 


ed by the 


K N NN 
jon, 28 le 


trve i: Wl 
rue be Wins of Julian himſelf (Epiſt, iii.), in the vague declamations of Gregory 


„ when be 


1 ry MY ", 99} 8 ang in the e aſſertions of Sozomen Gi Va 
txial behv 5 $ 1 ). 


he malte 


I 3 claſs of the people. 


rv. 5. 
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Jondtions were intercepted by the rigour of the 
laws; and the prieſts of the Chriſtan ſect were 
confounded with the laſt and moſt ignominious 
Such of theſe regulations 
as appeared neceſſary to check the ambition and 


2 avarice of the eccleſiaſtics, were ſoon afterwards 


imitated by the wiſdom of an orthodox prince. 


Ihe peculiar diſtinctions which policy has be- 
2 ſtowed, or ſuperſtition has laviſhed, on the ſa- 

. cerdotal order, muſt be confined to thoſe prieſts 

who profeſs the religion of the ftate. 
will of the legiſlator was not exempt from pre- 
Jjudice and paſſion; 
inſidious policy of Julian, to deprive the Chriſ- 
uns of all the temporal honours and advantages 
which rendered them reſpectable in the eye of E 
the world (87). 
A juſt and ſevere cenſure has han inflicted on He prohibits | 
L. tr wo which prohibited the Chriſtians from due nüt 


= ans from 
teaching the arts of grammar and rhetoric (88). 3 


But the 


and it was the object of the 


The motives alleged by the emperor to juſtify ® 
Julian abuſes the 


he contemptuouſly ob- 


and refuſe to adore the gods of Homer 
Te Ha = . and 


6% Theſe laws which affected the chris may 5 9990 3 night . 


(88) Toclemens FS N perenai i obruendum Glentio, Araraias, xxii, 197 
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and Demoſthenes, they ought to content them- 
ſelves with expounding Luke and Matthew in 


the churches of the Gallizans (89). In all the 


cities of the Roman world, the education of the 
youth was entruſted to the maſters of grammar 
and rhetoric; who were elected by the magiſ- 
trates, maintained at the public expence, and 5 
diſtinguiſhed by the many lucrative and honour- Þ * 
able privileges. The edict of Julian appears to Þ 
have included the phyſicians, and profeſſors of Þ 7 
all the liberal arts; and the emperor, who re-“ 
ſerved to himſelf the approbation of the candi-- 
dates, was authoriſed by the laws to corrupt, o 
to puniſh, the religious conſtancy of the moſt |? 
learned of the Chriſtians (90). As ſoon as the _ K 
reſignation of the more obſtinate (91) teachers 
had eſtabliſhed the unrivalled dominion of. the? 
Pagan ſophiſts, Julian invited the riſing genera- |? 
tion to reſort with freedom to the public ſchools, | 
in a juſt confidence, that their tender minds 3 
would receive the impreſſions of literature and Þ 7 
idolatry. If the greateſt part of the Chriſtian Þ 


youth ſhould be deterred by their own ſcruples, 


or * thoſe of their parents, from accepting this | 
dangerous Þ * 


(889) The edict itfelf, which is ſtill extant among the epiltles of Jula 
(*lii.), may be compared with the looſe invectives of Gregory (Orat. ii. Ez 
pP. 96.). Tillemont (Mem. Eceleſ. tom. vii. p. 1291—1294.) has collet- Þ 7 
. ed the ſeeming differences of ancients and moderns. They may be ea) 1 
reconciled, The Chriſtians were direct y forbid to teach, they were ind. 
| realy forbid to learnz ſince they would not frequent the . ſchools of the 3 1 
Pagans. 5 
[o) Codex. Theodoſ l. xiii. tit, ii. de medicis et preſeſſoribus, leg.. 
(publiſhed the 17th of June, received, at Spoleto in Italy, the 29th d 5 


July, A. D. 363.) with Godfroy's Illuſtrat ions, tom. v. p. 31. 


(91) Oroßus celebrates their diſintereſted reſolution, Sicut a majoribut 54 
noſtr is compertum habemus, omnes ubique propemodum . . . . officun M7 


quam fidem deſerere maluerunt, vii. 30. Proæreſius, a Chriſtian ſoph't 


refuſed to accept the partial favour of the emperor. Hieronym. ia Chron, 


p. oh * W een in Proæreſio, P. 126. 
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in dangerous mode of inſtruction, they muſt, at 

che the ſame time, relinquiſh the benefits of a liberal 

the education, Julian had reaſon to expect that, in 

nar the ſpace of a few years, the church would re- 

o1(- lapſe into its primeval ſimplicity, and that 

and the theologians, who poſſeſſed an adequate ſhare 

ur- of the learning and eloquence of the age, would 

s tobe ſucceeded | by a generation of blind and ig- 
of norant fanatics, incapable of defending the truth 

re- of their own principles, or of expoſing the va- 
di- rious follies of Polytheiſm (92). _ 
,o | 7 It was undoubtedly the iſh and the defiguDigrce and. 
noſt Þ* of Julian to deprive the Chriſtians of the ad- the” Chridl 
the] vantages of wealth, of knowledge, and of pow- an. 
hers ! er; but the injuſtice of excluding them from all 
. the offices of truſt and profit, ſeems to have been 
era - the reſult of his general policy, rather than the 
ools, | immediate conſequence of any poſitive law (93.) 
inds | Superior merit might deſerve, and obtain, ſome 
and extraordinary exceptions ; but the greater part 
{tian 7 of the Chriſtian officers were gradually removed 
ples, | from their employ ments 1n the ſtate, the army, 
this] and the provinces. The hopes of future candi- 
>rous | dates were extinguiſhed by the declared partiality 

of a prince, who maliciouſly reminded them 

Jun that it was unlawful for a Chriſtian to uſe the 
rat. BZ ſword, either, of juſtice, or of war: and who 
colled - 
\« e Audiouſly guarded the Famp and the tribunals 
ere nd i 2 | 1 ith 3 
of the FW | 

; 65 They bad. acts to the te of compoſing books for their 
les. 6 > own ſchools. Within a few months Apollinaris produced his Chriſtian 
; 2.gth of By ” imitations of Homer (a ſacred hiſtory in · xxiy books), Pindar, Euripides, 
and Menander; and Sozomen is ſatisfied, that they equalled, or excelled, 5 
NaJor * he originals. | 

es 5 (93) It was the inſtruction of Julian to his magiſtrates (Epiſt. vii.) 5 
Loan B rg ͥ t pv Tos 18 beοιeνν,e Koau Tavv One S. Sozomen 
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(l v. c. x8.) and Socrates (I. iii. c. 13.) muſt be reduced to the ſtandard 
of Gregory (Orat, iii. p. 95.), not leſs prone to exaggeration, but more 
reſtrained by the actual un of his W readers, _ 


to reſtore the 
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with the enſigns of idolatry. The powers of 
government were entruſted to the Pagans, who 
profeſſed an ardent zeal for the religion of their 
anceſtors; and as the choice of the emperor was 
often directed by the rules of divination, the fa- 
vourites whom he preferred as the moſt agreea- 
ble to the gods, did not always obtain the appro- 
bation of mankind (94). Under the adminiſtra- 
tion of their enemies, the Chriſtians had much 

to ſuffer, and more to apprehend. The temper 
of Julian was averſe to cruelty ; and the care of 

his reputation, which was expoſed to the eyes of 
the univerſe, reſtrained the philofophic monarch 

from violating the laws of juſtice and toleration, 

which he himſelf had ſo recently eſtabliſhed. 
But the provincial miniſters of his authority were 
placed in a leſs conſpicuous ſtation. In the ex- 
erciſe of arbitrary power, they conſulted the 
wiſhes, rather than the commands of their ſove- 
reign; and ventured to exerciſe a ſecret and 
vexatious tyranny againſt the ſectaries, on whom 

they were not permitted to confer the honours 

of martyrdom. The emperor, who diſſembled, 

as long as poſſible, his knowledge of the injul⸗ 

tice that was exerciſed in his name, expreſſed his 

real ſenſe of the conduct of his officers, by gen- 

5 tle reproofs and ſubſtantial rewards 95). 
They ax The moſt effectual inſtrument of oppreffion, 
| condemned with which they were armed, was the law that 
Fagan tom: obliged the Chriſtians to make full and ample 
3 


ſatisfaction for the temples which they had de- L| 


9 under the rar reign. The zeal of FT 


(04) 3 dwy Nr. 2 N ben TY | Libanius, Orat. Parent. 


© 88. 8 = 
(95) Greg. Naz. Orat. i ili. p. 74. 91, 92. E iii. o. 14. The- = 
odoret, I. iii. c. 6. Some drawback may however be allowed for the Vice 3 


lence of their zen), not leſs partial than the zeal of Julian, 
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E the triumphant church had not always expected 
e ſanction of the public authority; and the 
biſhops, who were ſecure of impunity, had often 
marched, at the head of their congregations, to 
attack and demoliſh the fortreſſes of the prince 


But on theſe lands, and on the ruins of Pagan 
ſuperſtition, the Chriſtians had frequently erected 


ceſſary to remove the church before the temple 
emperor were applauded by one party, while 
the other deplored and execrated his ſacrilegious 
had been levelled with the duſt; and of the pre- 
of damages and debt. The authors of the in- 
impartial wiſdom of a legiſlator would have been 


: bitration. But the whole empire, and particu- 


inflamed by zeal and revenge, abuſed the rigorous 


privilege of the Roman law); which ſubſtitutes, . 


ern the place of his inadequate property, the per- 


7 5 . Fl (96) If we compare the gentls language of Libanius (Orat. Parent. c. | 
arent. 6 p. 286.) with the paſſionate exclamations of Gregory (Orat. iii. p. 86, 


5 Tz. $7 % we may find it difficult to perſuade ourſelves, that the two orators 
The- ee really deſcribing the ſame events . 


of darkneſs. The conſecrated lands, which had 
encreaſed the patrimony of the ſovereign of the 
clergy, were clearly defined, and eaſily reſtored. 
their own religious edifices; and as it was ne- 
could be rebuilt, the juſtice and piety of the 
violence (96). After the ground was cleared, 
the reſtitution of thoſe ſtately ſtructures, which 


cious ornaments, which had been converted to 
Chriſtian uſes ; ſwelled into a very large account 


Jury had neither the ability nor the inclination bt. 
diſcharge this accumulated demand: and the 


diſplayed in balancing the adverſe claims and 
complaints, by an equitable and temperate ar- 


Early the Eaſt, was thrown into confuſion by the 
raſh edicts of Julian; and the Pagan magiſtrates, 


. Jon 
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ſon of the inſolvent debtor. Under the preced- 


ing reign, Mark, biſhop of Arethuſa (97), had 
laboured in the converſion of his people with 
arms more effectual than thoſe of perſuaſion (98), 

The magiſtrates required the full value of a tem- 


ple which had been deſtroyed by his intolerant 
zeal: but as they were ſatisfied of his poverty, 
they deſired only to bend his inflexible ſpirit to 


the promiſe of the ſlighteſt compenſation. They 


apprehended the aged prelate, they inhumanly 
ſcourged him, they tore his beard , and his naked 
body, anointed with honey, was ſuſpended | in a 
net, between heaven and earth, and expoſed to 


the ſtings of inſets and the rays of a Syrian 
- fun (99.) From this lofty ſtation, Mark fiil 
perſiſted to glory in his crime, and to inſult the 
impotent rage of his perſecutors. He was 1 
length reſcued from their hands, and diſmiſſed 
to enjoy the honour of his divine triumph. The 


Arians celebrated the virtue of their pious con- 


feſſor; the catholics ambitiouſly claimed his all. 


ance 


(97) Reſtan or Arethuſa, at the equal diſtance of ſixteen miles between 


Emeſa (Hems), and Epiphania (Hamath), was founded, or at leaſt named, 
by Seleucus Nicator. Its peculiar era dates from the year of Rome 685 5 
| according to the medals of the city. In the decline of the Seleucide: 
Emeſa and Arethuſa were uſurped by the Arab Sampſiceramus, whole 


poſterity, the vaſſals of Rome, were not extingviſhed in the reign of 
Veſpaſian, See d' Anville's Maps and Geographie Ancienne, tom. ii. p. 
134. Weſſeliog. Itineraria, P. 188, and Nori, Epoch, Syro Macedon Pp. 
80. 481, 482. 5 

(98) Sozomen, J. v. c. 10. It is ſurpriſing, that Gregory. and Theo- 


8 . ſhould ſuppreſs a circumſtance, which, in their eyes, myſt haye 
enhanced the religious merit of the confeſſor. 


(99) The ſufferings and conſtancy of Mark, which Gregory has 5 
tragically painted (Qrat. iii, p. 88—gr.), are confirmed by the unexcepti- 
onable 32d reluctant evidence of Libanius. Mages £X£6y05 TU PETITE 


K. fATYYBpeevoGy, Kels TE FUYOV0E PILL e n r E271: 
| erdous; vuy iroftog £56 Tas The, XA Paern Te, IRH 
| 1006. Epilt. 730. p. 350, 351. Edit, Wolf. Amſtel. 1738. 


ced- N ance (100) ; and the Pagans, who might be ſuſ- 
11 | ceptible of ſhame or remorle, were deterred from 
with the repetition of ſuch unavailing cruelty (101). 
98). Julian ſpared his life: but if the biſhop of Are- 
lem- Withuſa had ſaved the infancy of Julian (102), | 
rant Wipoſterity will condemn the ingratitue, inſtead of 
erty, praiſing the clemency, of the emperor. | : 
it to WH At the diſtance of five miles from Antioch, The temgte 
hey the Macedonian kings of Syria had conſecratedandhered 
any o Apollo one of the moſt elegant places of de-Baphae. 
aked votion in the Pagan world (103.) A magnificent 
in 2 zemple roſe in honour of the god of light; and 
d to his Coloſſal figure (104) almoſt filled the capaci- 
yrian dus ſanAtuary, which was enriched with gold 
ſtil and g ems, and adorned by the ſkill of the Gre- 
t he cian Fartfls The deity was Eng in a 
is 1 een 
uſſed 8 7 ; 
The (too) Hegi xn certatim eum (bi (Chriftiani) viedcant/ tt 
con- {7 thus chat La Croze and Wolfius (ad loc.) have explained a Greek 
all- word, whoſe true ſignification had been miſtaken by former i interpreters, 
N and even by le Clerc [Bibliotheque Ancienne et Moderne, tun. iii. p. 
ance We 371.). Yet Tillemont is ſtrangely puzzled to underſtand (Mem, Ecclef. 
2 tom. vii, p. 1309.) how Gregory and Theodoret could miſtake a * 
etween Wh Arian did for a ſaint. 55 | 
named, WE (101) See the probable advice of Salluſt (Greg. N Orat. lit. 
ne 685; do, 91.). Libanius intercedes for a ſimilar offender, leſt they ſhould find 
eucides, g 1 any Marks ; yet he allows, that if Orion had ſecreted the conſecrated 
„hoe Vealth, he deſerved to ſuffer the puniſhment of W to be ages 
eign f 4 live (Epiſt. 730. p. 349 351. ). | 
m. ii. p. WW 100 Gregory (Orat. iii. p. 90.) is Latisfied, 1550 by faving me. ape 0 
edon. p. ate, Mark had deſerved ſtill more than he had ſuffered. | | 
5 ez) The grove and temple of Daphne are deſcribed by Strabo 0 xvi. 
Theo- . 1089, 1090. edit. Amſtel. 170.) . Libanius [(Nænia, p. 185—188, 
uſt have WW 1 atiochic, Orat. xi. p. 380, 381.), and Sozomen (I. v. c. 19.). Weſſeling 
N Ilhinerar. p. 581 ), and MOTEL 1 Hitt, Avgult Pp. 64.) illoflrate this 
has „ rious ſubject. 1 
excepti- WE (104) Simulacrum in eo Olympiaci Jovis imitamenti æquiparans mag- 
css, iudinem. Ammian. xxii. 13. The Olympic Jupiter was ſixty feet high, 
ve/121 gd his bulk was conſequently equal to that of a thouſand Men. See 2 
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3 1 Urious Memoire of the Abbe 7 4 ene des e tom. 


19 ). 


. 


105 


"is 


Syrian poets had tranſported the amorous tale oF 
from the banks of the Peneus to thoſe of the 
Orontes. The ancient rites of Greece were imi- 
tated by the royal colony of Antioch. A ſtream 
of prophecy, which rivalled the truth and repu- 
tation of the Delphic oracle, flowed from the 


privilege (106), which had been purchaſed from 
Elis; the Olympic games were celebrated at the 
expence of the city; and a revenue of thirty 
thouſand pounds ſterling was annually applied to ike 


of pilgrims and ſpectators inſenſibly formed, in 
the neighbourhood of the temple, the ſtately and 
populous village of Daphne, which emulated the 
ſplendor, without acquiring the title, of a pro- 


deeply boſomed in a thick grove of laurels and Wy 


dale (de Oraculis, p. 281, 482.), might be eaſily performed by chymical 
ledge; which was again opened by the devout curioſity of Julian. 
tioch (Norif. Epoch. Syro-Maced. p. 139—174-) for the term of ninet) 


brated till the reign of Commodus. See the curious details in the Chro- 


ſon, Geograph. Minor, tom. ifi.) 
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| bending attitude, with a golden cup in his hand, 
pouring out a libation on the earth; as if he ſup- i 1 
plicated the venerable mother to give to his arms 


the cold and beauteous DAPHNE : for the ſpot 
was ennobled by fiction; and the fancy of the 


Caſtalian fountain of Daphne (105). In the ad- 
jacent fields a ſtadium was built by a ſpecial 


the public pleaſures (107). The perpetual reſort 


vincial city. The temple and the village were 
cy preſſes, 


| (165) Hadrian read the hiſtory of his future fortunes on a leaf dipped 
in the Caſtalian ſtream ; a trick, which, according to the phyſician Van- 


Preparations, The emperor ſtopped the ſource of ſuch dangerous know- 1 ic 
(106) It was purehaſed, A. D. 44, in the year 92 of the cera of An- 


Ohympiads. But the Olympic games of Antioch were not-regularly cele- 


nicle of John Malata (tom. p. 290. 320. 372—=381:), 2 writer whole 


merit and authority are confined within the limits of his native city. mor 
ey) Fifteen talents of gold, bequeathed by Soſibius, who died in the n 
reign of Auguſtus. The theatrical merits of the Syrian cities, in the age Wi Uſm! 


og) 
patio 
4 opiu 


of Conſtantine, are compared in the Expoſitio totius Mundi, p. 6. (Hud 
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d, Hpreſſes, which reached as far as a circumference 

p- ten miles, and formed in the moſt ſultry ſum- 

ms ers a cool and impenetrable ſhade. A thou- 

pot Mind ſtreams of the pureſt water, iſſuing from 

the as hill, preſerved the verdure of the earth, 

tale Id the temperature of the air; the ſenſes were 

the Wtified with harmonious ſounds and aromatic 

mi- ours; and the peaceful grove was conſecrated 

eam We health and joy, to luxury and love. The vi- 

Pu- prous youth purſued, like Apollo, the object 

the his defires ; and the bluſhing maid was warn- 

ad- Ie, by the fate of Daphne, to ſhun the folly of 

ecial NMheaſonable coyneſs. The ſoldier and the oh 

rom Wiſopher wiſely avoided, the temptation of this 
t the i bal paradiſe (108); where pleaſure, aſſuming 
hirty 4 character of religion, imperceptibly diſſolved 
24 to Ie firmneſs of manly virtue. But the groves of 
elort obne continued for many ages to enjoy the 
d, in i ſencration of natives and ſtrangers; the privi- 
and Wes of the holy ground were enlarged by the 

d the ſinificene of ſucceeding emperors; and every | 
Pro- ¶neration added new ornaments to the ſplendor 

Were the temple (109). 
s and when Julian, on the day * thi 1 fei- Ss 
reſles, Bl, haſtened to adore the Apollo of Daphne, profanation 
_ [| dcvotion was raiſed to the higheſt pitch of“ Dertue 
4 * gerneſs and impatience. His lively imaginati- 
<hynial i anticipated the grateful pomp of victims, of 
us knov- Whations, and of incenſe; a long proceſſion of 
.  [Withs and virgins, clothed in white robes, the 
Ne Smbol of their 1 innocence z and the tumultuous 

larly c:le- concourſe 
wal ns 10 Avidio Cafſio Syriacos e dedi luxuris d Muentes et Daph- 

city. moribus. Theſe are the words of the emperor Marcus Antoninus in 
ied in the rina! letter preſerved by his biographer in Hiſt. Auguſt. p. 41. Cafe 

in the ace (i diſmiſſed or puniſhed every ſoldier who. was ſeen at Daphne. 
v4 (Hud $'29) Aliquantum agrorum Daphnenſibus dedit {Pompey ), quo lucus 


Ppatiofior fieret ; delectatus arucœnitate loci et aquarum abundantis 
Vropius, vi. i” Sextus Rufus, de Provinciis, c. 16; 


107 


| 108 


concourſe of an innumerable people. But t,t 
_ zeal of Antioch was diverted, ſince the reign 
_ Chriſtianity, into a different channel.  Initey 
of hetacombs of fat oxen ſacrificed by the tribe 
of a wealthy city, to their tutelar deity, the en Hit 
| Peror complains that he found only a fins 
gooſe, provided at the expence of a prieſt, 1; 
pale and ſolitary inhabitant of this decayed ten 
ple (110). The altar was deſerted, the ora, 
had been reduced to ſilence, and the holy grom 
Was profaned by the introduction of Chriſtu 
and funeral rites. After Babylas (111) (a biſhw 
of Antioch, who died in priſon in the perſcc:W# 


grave, his body, by the order of the Cæ f n 
Gallus, was tranſported into the midſt of ! 
grove of Daphne. A magnificent church vhs 
erected over his remains; a portion of the ſaci 
lands was uſurped for the maintenance of n 
clergy, and for the burial of the Chriſtians t&$ 
Antioch, who were ambitious of lying at tp! 


retired, with their affrighted and indignant t e 
taries. As ſoon as another revolution ſcemed 
reſtore the fortune of Paganiſm, the church nc 
St. Babylas was demoliſhed, and new build 
been raiſed by the piety of Syrian kings. bt 
the firſt and moſt ſerious care of Julian was 


(auto) Julian (Miſopogon, p. 361, 362.) diſcovers his own char 3 


| {the firſt fabulous, the ſeeond hiſtorical) is diffuſely celebrated by ( 


ſceptie. 
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tion of Decius) had refted near a century in e 


feet of their biſhop; and the prieſts of Ap 


were added to the mouldering edifice which hu wer 


with that ndivere, that unconſcious Gmplicity, which always confliu ſl 


genuine humour. j: 0 


(4111) Baby las is named by Euſebius in the ſucceſſion of the biſhop e 
Antioch (Hiſt, Ecclef. J. vi. c. 29. 39.). His triumph over two er?" ys b. 


ſoſtom (tom. ii. p. $36—579, edit. Montfaucon.). Tillemont (Me z 
Ecclef, tar, ili. paz ii. P. 387 304. 459465.) becames 2 


„ 
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L 0 diver his oppreſſed deity from the odious pre- 
zut tence of the dead and living Chriſtians, who 
had ſo effectually ſuppreſſed the voice of fraud 


212n oi 
inter r enthuſiaſm (112). The ſcene of infection Removal of 
tribe as purified, according to the forms of ancient ee . 
he en ſituals; the bodies were decently removed; and 8 | 
img. e miniſters of the church were permitted to temple. 
et, M onvey the remains of St. Babylas to their for= 
d ten ver habitation within the walls of Antioch. The 
ora nodeſt behaviour which might have aſſuaged the 
gromi falouſy of an hoſtile government, was neglected 
hriſta n this occaſion by the zeal of the Chriſtians. 
\ biſhy ET he lofty car that tranſported the relics of Ba- 


\erſccredylas, was followed, and accompanied, and re- 


y in E feived, by an innumerable multitude; who 
 CxiMEhanted, with thundering acclamations, the 


of h ffalms of David the, molt expreſſive of their 
ch vwEontempt for idols and idolators. The return of 
e ſacu he faint was a triumph; and the triumph was 
of tin inſult on the religion of the emperor, who 
tans Exerted his pride to diſſemble his reſentment. 
at i Poring the night which terminated this indiſcreet 
Apo Froceſſion, the temple of Daphne was in flames; 
1ant i e ſtatue of Apollo was conſumed ; and the 
emed Falls of the edifice were left a naked and awful 
hurch {@onument of ruin. The Chriſtians of Antioch 
nilding@lcrted, with religious confidence, that the pow- 
nich e ful interceſſion of St. Babylas had pointed the 
38. ghtnings of heaven againſt the devoted roof: 
1 was but as Julian was reduced to the alternative, of 
elieving either a crime or a miracle, he choſe, 


deli pelevin 
[Without heſitation, without evidence, but with 
ys conſituſ | | 5 

1 Mi (112) Eceleſiaſtical critics, particular ly thoſe who love relics, exult in 
55 rh Fi confeſſion of Julian (Miſopogon, p. 361.) and Libanius (Nania, p. 
rhe m 53.0, that Apollo was diſturbed by the vicinity of one dead man. Vet 
EO manus (xxii. 12.) clears and purifies the whole ground, according to 


I | 4 | ? rites which the Athenians fo. merly praiſed in the ifle of Delos. 


7 p* — N * ea 
— — fx — _ 
- — 2 881 2 — — 
— — "=" 1 = x ee en — 4 
pr — — 9j * — > — 
—_— gran 


— AY "EE = 
ne TE" 
I 89 


— . ar n 
5 f — 


mn BL 


T 


* Er 3 1 * 1 
— 


—— 


— 4 
— 
— 


110 


THE DECLINE AND FALL, 


ſome colour of probability, to impute the fire a $ 


Daphne to the revenge of the Gallilæans (114) I 
Their offence, had it been ſufficiently prove, 
might have juſtified the retaliation, which va? 


Jalan: tute immediately executed by the order of Julian, i 


the cathedral 


eck 


But this haſty act was blamed by the emperoi , 
who lamented, with real or affected concen 
that the imprudent zeal of his miniſte“ 


ſhutting the doors, and confiſcating the weal!, ? 
of the cathedral of Antioch. To diſcover te 3 
criminals who were guilty of the tumult, of , 


fire, or of ſecreting the riches of the churc . 
| ſeveral eccleſiaſtics were tortured (114); and! 4 
Y 2 of the name of Theodoret, was be 


eaded by the ſentence of the Count of the Eu 


would tarniſh his reign with the dilgrace of per 1 


„„ 


The zeal of the miniſters of Julian was in | 4 
ſtantly checked by the frown of their ſovercigÞ fl 
but when the father of his country declares hn 


ſelf the leader of a faction, the licence of pop] 4 


lar fury cannot eaſily be reſtrained, nor conli{Þ* 


tently puniſhed. Julian, in a public compel i 
tion, applauds the devotion and loyalty of H. 


2 holy cities of Syria, whoſe pion inhabitants h 


che lenity of the magiſtrates of Antioch), et majorem ecclefiam Antiochi hb 
dlaudi. This interdiction was performed with ſome circumſtances of gi 


| aur, and relates the ſtory with extraordinary candour. 


deſtroyet E 
(113) Julian (in Miſopogon, p. 361.) rather inſinuates, than aſfim N 4 
their guilt. Ammianus (xxii. 13.) treats the imputation as levi F 


(114) Quo tam atroci caſũ repente conſumpto, ad id uſque imperati 
ira provexit, ut quæſtiones agitare juberet ſolito acriores (yet Julian blame 4 


_ dignity and profanation : and the ſeaſonable death of the principal a [ 


Julian's uncle, is related with much fuperſtitious complacency by i! 
Abbe de la Bleterie, Vie de Julien, p. 362—369, FX 

(115) Beſides the ecclefiaſtical rf Beach who are more or Jef to vp 
feared, we may allege the paſſion of St. Theodore, in the Acta Since 


ef Ruinart, p. 591, The complaint of Julian gives it an original # 13 | 
authentic air. 


cert, 7 
uſter I 


; pe z 


18 | F 


eign, 


n alien S I 
emu: f. | | 

55 x T (117) See Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. iii. p. 87. ). 6 (I. v. c. 9.) 
| Way be conſidered as an original, though not impartial, witneſs. He was 
ative of Gaza, and had converſed with the confeſſor Zeno, who, as 
Wihop of Maiuma, lived to the age of an hundred (l. vii. e. 28 ). Philoſ- 

f orgius (J. vil. e. 4. with Godfroy's Diſſertations, p. 284.) adds ſome tra- 


9 circumſtances, -of - Chriſtians, who were literally lacrificed : at the altars 
the gods, &c. | 


nperato! | 
an blame 
Antioch? 
ces of 
ipal ad, 
icy by wi by | 

| Mo (118) The life and death of George & Cappadocia are e deſcribed by 
leſs to K 
cta Since 
rigina) wp 
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| deſtroyed, at the firſt ſignal, the ſepulchres of 
the Galilzeans ; and faintly complains, that they 
bad revenged the injuries of the gods with leſs 
moderation than he ſhould have recommend- 
ee (116). 
ion may appear to confirm the eccleſiaſtical 
narratives; that in the cities of Gaza, Aſcalon, 
0 3 Cxſarea, Heliopolis, &c. the Pagans abuſed, 
| 1 Without prudence or remorſe, the moment of 
heir proſperity. That the unhappy objects of 
heir cruelty were releaſed from torture only by 
Hbeath; that as their mangled bodies were drag- 
| BS. through the ſtreets they were pierced (ſuch 
Sas the univerſal rage) by the ſpits of cooks, 
nd the diſtaffs of enraged women; and that 
Ihe entrails of Chriſtian prieſts and virgins, after 


This imperfect and reluctant confeſ- 


Whey had been taſted by thoſe bloody fanatics, 


Frere mixed with barley, and contemptuouſly 2 


brown to the unclean animals of the city (117). 


hin uch ſcenes of religious madneſs exhibit the moſt 


pop 
only 


wy the 1 


ts hal 4 
royal J 


Fontermptible and odious picture of human na- 
Will more attention, from the certainty of the 


$f the capital of Egypt. 
George ais, from his Parents or his educa-© 
tion, 


© (116) Julian, an p. 0 | 


EY mmianus (xxii. 11.), Gregory Nazianzen '(Orat, xxi. p. 382. 385. 
= , 390. ), and Epiphanius (Hæreſ. Ixxvi.), The invectives of the two 


ats might not deſerve much eredit, unleſs they were confirmed by the 


Haan of the coal and — infidel. 


ure; but the maſſacre of Alexandria attracts 


fact, the rank of the victims, and the ſplendour 


i'r 


earge ot 
-APPadocin | 
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tion, ſurnamed the Cappadocian, was born at 
| Epiphania in Cilicia, in a fuller's ſhop. From 
this obſcure and ſervile origin he raiſed himſel 
by the talents of a paraſite : and the patron, 
whom he aſſiduouſly flattered, procured for their 
worthleſs dependent a lucrative commiſſion, ot 
contract, to ſupply the army with bacon. Hi 
employment was mean: he rendered it inſa- 
mous. He accumulated wealth by the baſeſt art; 
of fraud and corruption; but his malverſation 


were ſo notorious, that George was compelled v -.. 
_ eſcape from the purſuits of juſtice, After thi 


diſgrace, in which he appears to have ſaved his 
fortune at the expence of his honour, he em. 

| braced, with real or affected zeal, the profeſſion 
of Arianiſm, From the love, or the oftentation, 
of learning, he collected a valuable library & = 
hiſtory, rhetoric, philoſophy, and theology (119); 
and the choice of the prevailing faction promoted 
George of Cappadocia to the throne of Athan» JW 
ſius. The entrance of the new archbiſhop ws 


that of a Barbarian conqueror ; and each mo- 


ment of his reign was polluted by cruelty and 
avarice. The Catholics of Alexandria and 


Egypt were abandoned to a tyrant, qualified, b 
nature and education, to exerciſe the office c 


_ oppreſſes. perſecution ; but he oppreſſed with an impartia. 
Alexandria | Fg . þ , | 
and Egypt. hand the various inhabitants of his extenſive d. 


oceſe. The primate of Egypt aſſumed th 


pom 


(119) Aſter the maſſacre of George, the emperor Julian repeated 
ſent orders to preſerve the library for his own uſe, and to torture the flaw 
Who might be ſuſpected of ſecreting any books. He praiſes the merits 
the collection, from whence he had borrowed and tranſcribed ſevera! mi 
nuſeripts while he purſued his ſtudies in Cappadocia, He could wiſh in 
| deed that the works of the Galilæans might periſh z but he requires 
exact account even of thoſe theological velumes, leſt other treatiſes mot 
paluable ſhould be confounded in their loſs, Julian. Epiſt. ix, xIXVI: 
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7 pomp and inſolence of his lofty ſtation ; but he 
EZ {till betrayed the vices of his baſe and ſervile ex- 
traction. The merchants of Alexandria were 
mimpoveriſhed by the unjuſt, and almoſt univec- 

EZ fl, monopoly, which he acquired, of nitre, ſalt, 
paper, funerals, &c.: and the ſpiritual father of 4 
a great people condeſcended to practice the vile — 
and pernicious arts of an informer. The Alex- 5 1 
andrians could never forget, nor forgive, the tax, _ 1 
which he ſuggeſted, on all the houſes of the : == 
city; under an obſolete claim, that the royal vp 
founder had conveyed to his ſucceſſors, the Pto- 134 
lemies and the Cæſars, the perpetual property of 13 
the ſoil. The Pagans, who had been flattered 4 
EZ with the hopes of freedom and toleration, excited EE 
EZ his devout avarice; and the rich temples of Al- 43 
exandria were either pillaged or inſulted by the Ly 
= haughty prelate, who exclaimed, in a loud ang 1 
threatening tone, How long will theſe ſe- 
n. pulchres be permitted to ſtand ?? Under the 
as reign of Conſtantius, he was expelled by the 
no fury, or rather by the juſtice, of the people; and 
and it was not without a violent ſtruggle, that the 
ani civil and military powers of the ſtate could re- 0 
bf tore his authority, and gratify his revenge. _—_ 
he meſſenger who proclaimed at Alexandria 318 
ri the acceſſion of Julian, announced the downfal | 5 
1 of the archbiſhop. George, with two of his 

1 


on) 


e N 
VIS Ring fe Pe os 47 he 8 


MF: 101 SE . . B. 361 
obſequious miniſters, count Diodorus, and Dra- November 


contius, maſter of the mint, were ignominiouſly s. — 
dragged in chains to the public priſon, At they, ;, mg. 
end of twenty-four days, the priſon was forced facred bythe | 
open by, the rage of a ſuperſtitibus multitude, 

impatient of the tedious forms of judicial pro- 


cated 
e ſlae 
nerit 6 
mi- | | 
ao ceedings. The enemies of gods and men ex- * i 
irs v pired under their cruel inſults, the lifeleſs bodies _ 
es Woot the archbiſhop and his aſſociates were carried "Hip 
MM Yo. Rf e | 


4 


- 
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in triumph through the ſtreets on the back Fj ? 


camel; and the inactivity of the Athanaſian par- 


ty (120) was eſteemed a thining example of 


_ Evangelical patience. The remains of theſe guil- 
ty wretches were thrown into the ſea ; and the 


popular leaders of the tumult declared their reſo- 


lution to diſappoint the devotion of the Chriſtians, 
and to intercept the future honours of theſe mar- 
Hes, who had been puniſhed, like their prede- 


ceſſors, by the enemies of their religion (121). 
The fears of the Pagans were juſt, and their 1 


cautions ineffectual. The meritorious death of 
the archbiſhop obliterated the memory of his life. 
The rival of Athanaſius was dear and ſacred to 


the Arians, and the ſeeming converſion of thoſe 


ſectaries introduced his worſhip into the boſom of 


the Catholic church (122). The odious ſtranger, 


diſguifing every circumſtance of time and place, 
und worſhip-afſumed the maſk of a martyr, a ſaint, and: 


ed as a faint 
nd martyr, 


Chriſtian hero v1 3); . and the infamous Georg: 


(120) Philoſtorgius, with cauticus malice, inſinuates their gui, 


x&c Ts Abeayuos 9yvrpuny TgaTHY Vous 215 geling, J. vii. c. % 


| Godefroy, p. 267. 


(121) Cinetes projecit in mare; id metuens ut clamabat, ne, tied 
ſupremis, des illis exſtruerent; ut reliquis; qui deviare a religione com. 


pulſi, peitulere cruciabiles peenas, aduſque glor ioſam mortem intemera!s 


fide. progreſſi, et nunc MarTynEs appellantur. Ammian. xxil. 11 


Epiphanius proves to the Arians, that George was not a martyr, 


(122) Some Donatiſts (Optatus Miley. p. 60. 303. edit. Dupin ; an 


Tillemont. Mem. Ecclef. tom. vi. p. 713, in 4to) and Priſcilliani? 
{(Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tom. viii. p. $17. in 4to) have in like n mane” 
_ uſurped the honours of Catholic ſaints and martyrs. 


(123) The ſaints of Cappadocia, Baſil and the Gregories, were 1970 
rant of their holy companion. Pope Gelaſius (A. D. 494;), the fi! 


py who acknowledges St. George, places him among the martyt, 


qui Deo magis quam hominibus noti ſlunt.“ He rejects his Acts 5 


the compoſition of heretics. Some, perhaps not the oldeſt, of * 1 


ſpurious Acts, are till extant; and, through a cloud of fiction, we mf 
yet diltinguiſh the combat which St. George of Cappadocia ſuſtained, !! 
the preſence of Queen Alexandra, againſt the magician Athanaſiut. 
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pk the tumult of Alexandria, he received intel- 


5 Figence from Edeſſa, that the proud and wealthy 


Faction of the Arians had inſulted the weakneſs 
f tbe Valentians ; and committed ſuch diſor- 
gers, as ought not to be ſuffered with impunity 
a well-regulated ſtate. Without expecting 
de flow forms of juſtice, the exaſperated prince 
directed his mandate to the magiſtrates of Edeſ- 


ife, 
0 
ofe 
1 of 


ong the ſoldiers ; the lands were added to the 


Is 1 dated by the moſt ungenerous irony. I ſhew 
9 


ck, | 4 
ge TW 


1 will advance with more diligence in the paths 
ok virtue and ſalvation, when they are relieved 
by my afliſtance from the load of temporal 


gui, WE , 
< EX poſleſiions. Take care,” purſued the mo- 


ERrct, in a more ſerious tone, ** take care how 


ole WE you provoke my patience and humanity, If 


e com- 
mera: 


xi, 11. magiſtrates the crimes of the people ; and you 


FOR 52 will 
n; a1 We | 


i11ianit., WE 
Aan BY 5 124) This 1 is not given as abſolutely certain, but as 


mange ; neh probable. See the Longueruana, tom. i. p. 194. 
125) A curious hiſtory of the worſhip of St. George, from the ſixth 


by cvs | be tury (when he was already revered in Paleſtine, m Armenia, atRome, 
the 3 W :t Treves in Gaul), might be extracted irom Dr. Heylin (Hiſtory of 
qarty', ESE 8 di * 

90 | 15 George, ad edition, London 1633, in 4to. pp. 429.), and the Bol- 


f the ] F (aa. SS. Menſ. April. tom. iii. p. 100-163.) . His fame and 
LE * * 0 in Europe, and eſpecially in England, proceeded from the 


ained, !! | 527). Julian. Epiſt. xliii. 


4. 


3 0 


bof * Cappadocia has bzen transformed (124) into 

the renowned St. George of England, the pa- 
Eon of arms, of chivalry, and of the garter (125). 
About the ſame time that Julian was informed 


E& (127), by which he confiſcated the whole pro- 
erty of the church: the money was diſtributed 


| t and this act of oppreſſion was aggra- 
Fyſelf,“ ſays Julian, *© the true friend of the 


Galilæans. Their admirable law has promiſed 5 
the kingdom of heaven to the poor; and they 


ES theſe diſorders continue, I will revenge on the 
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Reſtoration 

of Athana- 

| | ſius. 

| | A. D. 362, 
* February 21. 


affection of a brother (128). 


Athanaſius, amidſt the public acclamations, (i 
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„ will have reaſon to dread, not only confiſc , 
tion and exile, but fire and the ſword.” Th: 
tumults of Alexandria were doubtleis of a mo 
bloody and dangerous nature : but a Chriſti 

| biſhop had fallen by the hands of the Pagans . 
 _ and the public epiſtle of Julian affords a vm 


| lively proof of the partial ſpirit of his adm 
niſtration. His reproaches to the citizens of M : 

exandria are mingled with expreſſions of eſteen 

and tenderneſs; and he laments, that, on thy 


occaſion, they ſhould have departed from 1: 


gentle and generous manners which atteſted tha 7 
Grecian extraction. He gravely cenſures M 
offence which they had committed againſt 


laws of juſtice and humanity ; but he recapt 


| lates, with viſible complacency, the intolerant 


provocations which they had fo long endutm 


from the impious tyranny of George of Capps. 
docia. Julian admits the principle, that a vhs 
and vigorous government ſhould chaſtiſe the h 
ſolence of the people: yet, in conſideration q; 
their founder Alexander, and of Serapis their u . 
telar deity, he grants a free and gracious pardon 
to the guilty city, for which he again feels th 


After the tumult of Alexandria had ſubfide 


ed himſelf on the throne from whence his uM 
worthy competitor had been precipitated : anf 
the zeal of the archbiſhop Was tempered wil! ET 


_ diſcretion, the exerciſe of his authority tend 
not to inflame, but to reconcile, the minds 
the people. His paſtoral labours were not co; 
fined to the narrow limits of Egypt. The ita. 
9 t N 1 


029 
o i. 
| 2 ate, 
q 2 U tions, 


| (128) Julian. Epiſt. x. He allowed his friends to aſſuage his an! 
Ammian. xxil, 11. . | | 
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; Rand capacious mind; and the age, the merit, the 
1 | a of Athanaſius, enabled him to aſſume, 


e he Weſt had ignorantly, or reluctantly, ſub- 
* 1 Terbed, the Confeſſion of Rimini. They re- 


f | 5 Unſeaſonable rigour of their orthodox brethren „ 


Pition of obſcure laymen. At the ſame time, 


Wiſtinftion of the divine perſons were agitated 
ith ſome heat among the Catholic doctors; 


ad preſence of Athanaſius' gave the authority of 
general council, the biſhops, who had unwarily 
{Elevated into error, were admitted to the com- 


ide nmunion of the church, on the eaſy condition of 
S, * Jubſcribing the Nicene Creed; without any for- 
11S U 

ande 3 inute definition of their ſcholaſtic opinions. 
d W he advice of the primate of Egypt had already 
ou Prepared the clergy of Gaul and Spain, of Italy 
inds We 


| 3 ate, as much more meritorious than his ele bis faſts, his perſe- 
Futions, &c. 


3 *F the Chriſtian world was preſent to his active 


En a moment of danger, the office of Eccleſi- 
„ 2 Kftical Dictator (129). Three years were not 
Het elapſed ſince the majority of the biſhops of 


pented, they believed, but they dreaded the 


Wnd if their pride was ſtronger than their faith, 
Whey might throw themſelves into the arms of 
he Arians, to eſcape the indignity of a public 
Penance, which muſt degrade them to the con- 


the domeſtic differences concerning the union and 


nd the progreſs of this metaphyſical controver- 8 
1 3 beemed to threaten a public and laſting divi- 
ö 1 ion of the Greek and Latin churches. By the 
iſdom of a ſelect ſynod, to which the name 


al acknowledgment of their pait fault, or any 


ad Greece, for the reception of this ſalutary 
1 lure; and, eee the oppolition . 
= of 


| bo (129) See Athtnaſ. ad Ruſin. torn. tl, p. 40, 41.3 and Greg. Nazianzen | 
Y . li. p. 395, 396, who juſtly ſtates the temperate zeal of the pri- 
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of ſome ardent ſpirits (130), the fear of te tt 

common enemy promoted the peace and harms 1 

5 ny of the Chriftians (131). Ita 

He is prſe- The fkill and diligence of the primate « 3 

expelled by Egypt had improved the ſeaſon of tranquility, ol 
Julian , Before it was interrupted by the hoſtile edicts = it 

Onober 23. the emperor (132). Julian, who deſpiſed h 

Cbriſtians, honoured Athanaſius with his fincer: WR 11 

and peculiar hatred. For his fake alone, K 

introduced an arbitrary diſtinction, repugnam 

at leaſt to the ſpirit, of his former declaration F; 

He maintained, that the Galilæans, whom he ha 

recalled from exile, were not reſtored, by ti: 

general indulgence, to the poſſeſſion of their n EY 
1pective churches ; and he exprefled his aftoniſh-y= 

ment, that a criminal, who had been repeated 
condemned by the judgment of the emperoꝶ＋, ? 

ſhould dare to inſult the majeſty of the las 

and inſolently uſurp the archiepiſcopal throne «= 

Alexandria, without expecting the orders of lf 

ſovereign. As a puniſhment for the imagi na 

offence, he again baniſhed Athanaſius from t 

city; and he was pleaſed to ſuppoſe, that i 

act of juſtice would be highly agreeable to lj 

Pious e The preſſing ſolicitations of i 

peo 


| 
| 
© (130) I have not leiſure to follow the blind obſtinacy of Lucit << 
Cagliari. See his adventures in Tillemont (Mem. Ecclef, tom. vi. rh 
996. ) ; and obſerve how the colour of the narrative N chan E 8 
as the confeſſor becomes a ſchiſmatic. 5 | 3 / 
(131) Aﬀenſus eſt huic ſententiæ Occidens, et, per tam neceſſait r 
concilium, Satanæ faucibus mundus ereptus. The lively and artful Ds 3 1 I 
logue of Jerom againſt the Luciferians (tom. ii- p- 135—55. ) exhibits! „ 7 
original picture of the eccleſiaſtical policy of the times, .. 
(32) Tillemont, who ſuppoſes that George was maſſacred i in Aug ; | 
crowds the actions of Athanaſius into a narrow ſpace (Mem. Eccleſ. tot * = F< 
vii. p. 360.). An original fragment, pub iſhed by the marquis M f* 7 
from the old Chapter- library of Verona (Oſſervazioni Litterarie, tg _ B 
iii. p. 60—92. ) affords many important dates, which are authenticate! = 
the —_——— of Egyptian months, I 
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people ſoon convinced him, that the majority of 
N line Alexandrians were Chriſtians; and that the 
greateſt part of the Chriſtians were firmly at- 
tached to the cauſe of their oppreſſed primate. 
e But the knowledge of their ſentiments, inſtead 


of perſuading him to recall his decree, provoked 


— - 
— —_— 
—_ 
— 
— 
2 


um to extend to all Egypt the term of the exile of 


3 
— 
— 
= 
24 


e Athanaſius. The zeal of the multitude rendered 


cen Julian till more inexorable: he was alarmed by 
„ef the danger of leaving at the head of a tumul- 


nan; tuous city, a daring and popular leader; and the 
tion; language of his reſentment diſcovers the opinion 


ehe which he entertained of the courage and abilities 
w 
ir e was ſtill delayed, by the caution or negligence of 
pit Ecdicius, prefect of Egypt, who was at length 
edi? awakened from his lethargy by a ſevere repri- 
eon 
lavsÞ . write to me on any other ſubject, at leaſt it is 
nec your duty to inform me of your conduct to- 
of , wards Athanaſius, the enemy of the gods. 
inan 1. My intentions have been long ſince commu- 
m tif ; nicated to you. I ſwear by the great Serapis, 
u i that unleſs, on the calends 5 December, 
to i Athanaſius has departed from Alexandria, nay 
of i 2 from Egypt, the officers of your government 
peo“ ſhall pay a fine of one hundred pounds of 
1 F gold. You know my temper: I am flow to 
Lache“ condemn, but I am ſtill ſlower to forgive.” 
1 WThis epiſtle was enforced by a ſhort poſtſcript, 


o A0 
celeſ. os 
vis N 
rie, uuf 
ticatel WE 


— 


of Athanaſius. The execution of the ſentence 


and. Though you neglect,” ſays Julian, to 


þ Juritten with the emperor's own hand. The 

cel contempt that is ſhewn for all the gods fills 

en me with grief and indignation. There is 

—_ nothing that I ſhould ſee, nothing that I ſhould 4 
hear, with more pleaſure, than the expulſion 

of Athanaſius from all Egypt. The abomi- 

* Dable wretch ! Under my reign, the Wan 

| O 
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< of ſeveral Grecian ladies of the higheſt rank . 
has been the effect of his perſecutions (133). Mm; 


The death of Athanaſius was not expreſsly com. 
| manded ; but the præfect of Egypt underſtood, 
that it was ſafer for him to exceed, than to neg. 


lect, the orders of an irritated maſter. The x 
archbiſhop prudently retired to the monaſterie & | 
of the Deſert: eluded, with his uſual dexterity, 
the ſnares of the enemy; and lived to triump) Þ 7 
over the aſhes of a prince, who, in words cf 
formidable import, had declared his wiſh tha | 

the whole venom of the Galilæan ſchool wer: 0 


contained in the ſingle perſon of Athanz 
ſius (1 34). 


Zeil andim- I have e faithfully to mk the 4 1 


prudence of 


Ack the artful ſyſtem by which Julian propoſed u | 
| rians, = Obtain the effects, without incurring the guilt, 


or reproach, of perſecution. But if the dead] 


ſpirit of fanaticiſm perverted the heart and u- 
derſtanding of a virtuous prince; it mult, at ti: 

ſame time, be confeſſed, that the real ſuffering of 
of the Chriſtians were inflamed and magnified ti 
by human paſſions and religious enthuſiaſm. Rag 

The meekneſs and reſignation which had diſti- 


guiſhed the primitive diſciples of the goſpel, w: 


the object of the applauſe, rather than of the : 4 
imitation, of their ſucceſſors. The Chriſtian, ? 
who" had now e above let years th: 


al :- 08 
'S 3 * 


040 Tor late, * rep huer, EAN, en? tis. Nia 
roy ere. Hö ꝙn ei. I have preſerved the ambiguet FO 
. ſenſe of the laſt word, the ambiguity of a tyrant who wiſhed to 128 1 


5 to create, guilt. 


(134) The three Epiſtles of Jui ian, iel «lpia his intentions and 5 | 
conduct with regard to Athanaſius, ſhoule be diſpoſed in the followiny ri 
. chronological order, xxvi, x, vi. See likewiſe Greg. Nazianzen, xi. 2 

353. Sozomen, I. v. e. 15. Socrates, I. ili. c. 14. Theodoret, |. 1. 
9. and Tillemont, Mem, Eccleſ. tom. viii. p. 361—368, who has uſt 4 3 


ſeme materials . by the Bollandifts. 


( 
10 
Don 
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2 civil and eccleſiaſtical government of the em- 
1 Wire, had contracted the inſolent vices of proſpe- 
a Wity (135), and the habit of believing, that the 
3 : Paints = were entitled to reign over the earth. 


= of the privileges which had been con- 


«i moſt in the preſence of the emperor; and in 
a do 
zuil, 3 
-ad!; been left to the Pagans, was deſtroyed by the 
| * | age of a popular tumult. On theſe occaſions, 
it tte 


tte 1 a prince, who felt for the honour of the gods, 
ring 


fiel 5 ; ice; and his mind was ſtill more deeply ex- 
1aim Ws Laſperated, when he found, that the fanatics, 
iflin- who had deſerved and ſuffered the puniſhment 
f th: (of martyrdom (1 37). The Chriſtian ſubjects of 
lian Julian were aſſured of the hoſtile deſigns of their 


s te overeign; and, to their jealous apprehenſion, 


chi erery circumſtance of his government mg af- 


ford 5 


10169 : 


5 LY | 1 | (135) See the fair confef on of Gregory (Orat. iii. p. 61, 62. ). 
| no, © 


penal. J. ij. c. 16, 17.). ; . 


ons 3nd S A 
Ng Aui. ). 5 
„1. il. 

> has on © but he is perfectly ſatisfied, as the great St. Bafil om celebrated the 
| eee of theſe bleſſed Arr. 


\s ſoon as the enmity of Julian deprived the 


Werred by the favour of Conſtantine, they com- 
plained of the moſt cruel oppreſſion; and the 
Free toleration of idolaters and heretics was a 
then of grief and ſcandal to the orthodox 
, 3 The acts of violence, which were 
o longer countenanced by the magiſtrates, were 
Mill committed by the zeal of the people. At 
ehe, the altar of Cy bele was overturned al- 


the city of Cæſarea in Cappadocia, the temple of 
I ortune, the ſole place of worſhip which had 


was not diſpoſed to interrupt the courſe of juſ- 


Jof incendiaries, were rewarded with the honours. 


(136) Hear the furious and abſurd complaint of Tue (de Schiſmat, : 


437) Greg. Nazianzen, Orat. iii. p. gr. iv. p. 133. He 1 the 
follow"; , rioters of Cæſarea, Tovrwy N Twv peryzroPvay xa Vieway eig Eu- 
aua, See Sozomen, |. v. 4. 11. Tillemont Mem. Eccleſ. tom. vii · | 
p. 649, 680) owns, that their behaviour was not, dans l'ordre commun; 
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ford ſome grounds of diſcontent and Caſpicion 
In the ordinary adminiſtration of the laws, th: 
Chriſtians, who formed ſo large a part of th 
people, muſt frequently be condemned: bu 
their indulgent brethren, without examining a 
merits of the caule, preſumed their innocence, 
allowed their claims, and imputed the ſeverity | of 
their judge to the partial malice of religious per 
ſecution (138). Theſe pretent hardſhips, intok. 
rable as they might appear, were repreſented a 
a ſlight prelude ' of the impending calamitis“ : 1 
The Chriſtians conſidered Julian as a cruel at 
- crafty tyrant; who ſuſpended the execution df 
his revenge, till he ſhould return victorious fol . 
the Perſian war. They expected, that as ſob 
as he had triumphed over the fore gn enemies (fl 
Rome, he would lay aſide the irkſome maſk os F 
ditimulation; that the amphitheatres wo“ 
ſtleam with the blood of hermits and biſhops; F 
and that the Chriſtians, who til] perſevered if 
the profeſſion of the faith, would be deprived ih 
the common benefits of nature and ſociety (1299 1 
Every calumny (140) that could wound the r N 
putation of the Apoſtate, was credulouſly em WF. * 
braced by we fears and hatred of his adver ,; 


Ties 


(138) Julian determined a law- ſuit againſt the new Chriſtian city: = 
Maiuma, the port of Gaza; and his ſentence, though it might be 1 
Puted to bigitry, was never reve:{ed by his ſucceſſors. Sozomen, . Wi 
I Reland. Paleſtin. tom. ii. p. 791. 

(139) Gregory {Orat. iii. p. 93, 94, 95. Hine. iv, p. 114. pretends! 
ſpeak from the information of 1 « eopfidents, whom Oroſius ( 
8 could not have ſeen. | 

(140) Gregory (Orat, iii. p. 91. ) ca the Abele with ſecret 


. . r 
Ne * 9 * A4 
; q . 5 4 = 


| erifces of boys and girls; and poſitively affirms, that the dead bot 


were thrown into the Orontes. See Theodoret, J. iii. c. 26, 27.3 wi 
equivoca candour of the Abbe de la Bleterie, Vie de Julien, p. 35 K 

Vet contempyrary malice could not impute to Julian the troops of mail)" 
more eſpecially in the Weſt, which Baronius fo greediiy fallow, 2 5 
1 fo __— rejects 8 880 Eecleſ. tom. vii. p. 1293—1 315) 1 


don! 
lf 
|  thef ; 


* 1 
ence, Þ 
ty 
ee Heaven. 


5 PDel- 1 78 A 
bw Teſolution, that their ſubmiſſion was no longer 


Mole-“ 
| andÞ 


ſoo 
1s 0 
alk 0 
WOul 


hops, 


redn : 
55 1 (141) The mes of 7 Os is truly edifying (Orat. iv. p. 123, | 
he I- S a 
__ | 
ries 1 


an city 
t be ic 


retends u 
-ofius ru, 


n d perſecution. 


n ſecret | . 1 
ead bod . | 
. ; and = 
351, 35 . ; 
f mail)" 5 
Hows, ai 
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ries; and their indiſcreet clamours orovoked 


Tue temper of a ſovereign, whom it was their 
Buty to reſpect, and their intereſt to flatter. 


But they inſinuated, with ſullen 


8 


od Ihe effect of weakneſs; and that, in the imper- 


1116 * ſtate of human virtue, the patience, which 


s founded on principle, may be exhauſted by 
It is impoſſible to determine ho- 
fo ar the zeal & Julian would have prevailed over 
- | his good ſenſe and humanity : but if we ſeriouſly 


effect on the ſtrength and ſpirit of the church, 
e ſhall be convinced, that, before the emperor 
*ould have extinguiſhed the religion of Chriſt, he 
muſt have involved his tom: 4 in the horrors of 


. civil \ war r (141). 


324). Vet, when an officer of Julian attempted to ſeize the church of 


5 Nazianzus, he would have loſt his life, if he had not yielded to the zeal 


759 


CHA P. 


WT hey ſtill proteſted, that prayers and tears were 
Wheir only weapons againſt the impious tyrant, 
hoſe head they devoted to the juſtice of offend- 


$f the biſhop and people (Orat. xix. p. 308.) See the reflections of 
ny, 1 as they are alleged by Tillemont (Mem. Eceleſ. tom. Vil, p. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 


| Refience of Julian at e is ſucces ful Expe 


_ dition againſt the Perſians. —Paſſag e of the Tigry, 

 —The Retreat and Death of Julian. 9 * of 
Jovian.— He. ſaves the Roman 1 by « a 45 Aera 
ful T 5 5 


HE philoſophical fable which \ Fallen com- 
poſed under the name of the Cæ s ARs (I) 
is one of the moſt agreeable and inſtructive pro- 


ductions of ancient wit (2). During the freedom 


and equality of the days of the Saturnalia, Ro- 
mulus prepared a feaſt for the deities of Olym: 
pus, who had adopted him as a worthy aſſoci 
ate, and for the Roman princes, who had reign- 


ed over his martial people, and the vanquiſhed | b 


nations of the eartb. The immortals were placed 


in juſt order on their thrones of ſtate, and the 


table of the Cæſars Was s ſpread below the Moon, 
in 


(i) See this fable or ſatire, p. 306—336. of the Leipſig edition of ]» 


an's works. The French verſion of the learned Ezekiel Spanhein 


(Paris, 1683.) is coarſe, languid, and correct; and his notes, proof: 


illuſtrations, &c. are piled on each other till they form a maſs of 55 
cloſe-printed quarto pages, The Abbe de la Bleterie (Vie de Jovig, 
tom. i. p. 241—393.) has more happily expreſſed the ſpirit, as well e 
the ſenſe, of the original, which he illuſtrates with = conciſe and Curt: 
ous notes. 
(2) Spanheim tha his oreface) bas moſt ds diſcuſſed the Re 
sy, origin, reſemblance, and diſagreement of the Greek ſatyrs, a drami- 


tic piece, which was ated after the tragedy; and the Latin ſatires (fron 


| Satura), a miſcellaneous compoſition, either in proſe or verſe. But i 
Czſars of Julian are of ſuch an original caſt, that the critic is ppm 


5 ro o which claſs he ſhould aſcribe them. 


4 ob THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 
in the upper region of the air. The tyrants, 


EZ who would have diſgraced the ſociety of gods 


and men, were thrown headlong, by the inexo- 
EZ cable Nemeſis, into the Tartarean abyſs. The 
treſt of the Cæſars ſucceſſively advanced to their 

ſeats; and, as they paſſed, the vices, the de- 


| 3 | were ' maliciouſly noticed by old Silenus, a laugh- 
ing moraliſt, who diſguiſed the wiſdom of a 
© philoſopher under the maſk of a Bacchanal ( 3). 


m. Marcus Antoninus, were ſelected as the moſt il- 
(1), luttrious candidates; the effeminate Conſtan- 


ine (4) was not excluded from this honourable 

om competition, and the great Alexander was in- 

Ro. vited to diſpute the prize of glory with the Ro- 
man heroes. Each of the candidates was al- 


s J lowed to diſplay the merit of his own exploits; 


5 filence of Marcus pleaded more powerfully than 
the elaborate orations of his haughty rivals. 
When the judges of this awful conteſt proceed- 


j 3 ſprings of action; the ſuperiority of the Impe- 


* | nal Stoic appeared {till more deciſive and con- 
hs : 


of 557 


Jovig, b 8 6) This mired character of Silenus | is finely painted in the fxth eclogue 


well n ; = of Virgil, 


nd cur. 2 | (4) Every impartial nd malt; perceive 1 condernn the 8 af 


5 Julian againſt his uncle Conſtantine, and the Chriſtian religion. On this 
3 1 occaſion, the i Interpreters are compelled, by a more ſacred intereſt, to re- 
WE nounce their allegiance, and to deſert the cauſe of their author. 


2t y modo 
1 drama. 


er (fron WE 
But tht : 
4 


_ that 


fects, the blemiſhes of their reſ pective characters, : 


EZ As ſoon as the feaſt was ended, the voice of 
EZ Mercury proclaimed the will of Jupiter, that a 
EZ celeſtial crown ſhould be the reward of ſuperior 
EZ merit. Julius Cæſar, Auguſtus, Trajan, and 


N F but, in the judgment of the gods, the modeſt 27 


ed to examine the heart, and to ſcrutinize the 


A {picuous ( 5). Alexander and Ceſar, Auguſtus, p 
anhein WRT NT 
prool:, 1. "Irajan, 


TP (5) Julian was ſecretly inclined to prefer a Greck to a Roman. But 
* when be * ä 2 "er with 2 8 he was ſenſible 
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bluſh, that fame, or power, or pleaſure, had 
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Trajan, and Conſtantine, acknowledged with « 


been the important object of 7heir labours: but 
the gods themſelves beheld, with reverence and 
love, a virtuous mortal, Who had pradtiſed on 

the throne the leſſons of philoſophy ; and who, 


in a ſtate of human imperfection, had aſpired 


to imitate the moral attributes of the Deity, 
The value of this agreeable compoſition (the 
Cæſars of Julian) | is enhanced by the rank of the 
author, A prince, who delineates with freedom 


He reſolves 
to march 
againit the 
Perſians, 


A. D. 362. 


the vices. and virtues of his predeceflors, ſub- 
ſcribes, in every line, the cenſure or approbati- 
on of his own conduct. 

In the cool moments of reflection, Julian 
preferred the uſeful and benevolent virtues of 


Antoninus: but his ambitious ſpirit was inflamed 


by the glory of Alexander; and he ſolicited, 


with equal ardour, the eſteem of the wiſe, and 


the applauſe of the multitude. In the ſeaſon 


of life, when the powers of the mind and body 


enjoy the moſt active vigour, the emperor, who 
was inſtructed by the experience, and animated 


by the ſucceſs, of the German war, reſolved to 


ſignalize his reign by ſome more ſplendid and 
memorable atchievement. The ambaſſadors of 
the Eaſt, from the continent of India, and the 


iſle of Ceylon 6), had tape ſaluted the 


Roman 


that mankind had bebt greater abligations to Socrates than t to Aleyandet 


(Orat. ad Themiſtium, p. 264. ). | | 
(6) Inde nationibus Indicis certatim cum donis optimates fuitiencibn | 
. . ab uſque Divis et Serendivit. Ammian. xx. 7. This ifland, to 
which the names of Taprobana, Serendib, and Ceylon, have been ſuc 
ceſſively applied, manifeſts how im perfectly the ſeas and lands, to the cal! 
of cape Comorin, were known to the Romans. 1; Under the reign df 
Claudius, a freedman, who farmed the cuſtorns of the Red Sea, was acci- 


| dentalhy dtiven 8 0 the Winds upon this * and $nodikorered coaſt : be 


converſed 
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Roman purple (5). The nations of the Weſt 
ieemed and dreaded the perſonal virtues of 
Julian, both in peace and war. He deſpiſed 


a Ine trophies of a Gothic victory (8), and was fa- 


n | Listed that the rapacious Barbarians of the Da- 
„ dude would be reſtrained from any future vio- 
4 E Ration of the faith of treaties, by the terror of 
J. E his name, and the additional fortifications, with 
* i | V hich he ſtrengthened the Thracian and lllyrian 
. | 


m {]trxes was the only rival whom he deemed worthy _ 
b- be his arms; and he reſolved, by the final con- 
85 Huſt of Perſia, to chaſtiſe the haughty nation, 
V hich had ſo long reſiſted and inſulted the ma- 
an ſeſty of Rome (9). As ſoon as the Perſian mo- 
of Pharch was informed that the throne of Conſtan- 
ec Etius was filled by a prince of a very different 
d, Fharacter, he condeſcended to make ſome art- 
0 Jul, or perhaps ſincere, overtures, towards a ne- 


| Sſtoniſhed by the firmneſs of Julian; who ſtern- 


A peaceful 
bnverſed Fx months with the natives; and the king of 8 who 


Paded to ſend an embaſſy to the emperor (Plin. Hiſt. Nat. vi. 24.). 2. 
be geographers (and even Ptolemy) have magnified, above fifteen times, 


f 4 d the neighbourhood of China. \ 


1 Wn warily deviates into groſs flattery, mult have forgotten the length of 


- 4+ 

w_— e way, and the ſhort duration of the reign of Julian. 

thine: 1 = (8) Gothos ſepe fallaces et per ſidos; hoſtes quærere ſe meliores aiebat : 
10. % i Wis enim ſufficere mercatores Galatas per quos ubique fine conditionis diſ- 
n ſuc- {Pine venumdantur. Within leſs than fifteen Feine . Gothic flaves | 
je call 9 1 and ſubdued their maſters. | 5 

* is ; | (9 ) Alexander reminds his rival Cæſar, who 3 py fame and 
ci. ſderit of an Aſiatic victory, that Craſſus and Antony had felt the Perſian 
a: be ous; anc that the Romans, in a war of three hundred years, had not 
werd d a ſubced the lingle province of Meſopotamia or  Aiyria enn p. 


* 


; Frontiers. The ſucceſſor of Cyrus and Artax- 


Foclation of peace. Bur the pride of Sapor was 


declared, that he would never conſent to hold 


Heard, for the firſt time, of the power and juſtice of Rome, was per- 


; We real ze of this new world, which they extended 1 as far as the equator, | 


g } (7) Theſe embaſſies had been ſent to 8 | 8 WhO 


127 


23 THE DECLINE AND FALL 


a peaceful conference among the flames and 4 
ruins of the cities of Meſopotamia; and wh KK... 
added, with a ſmile of contempt, that it wy; 
needleſs to treat by ambaſladors, as he him 
had determined to viſit ſpeedily the court q 
| Perſia. The impatience of the emperor urge 
the diligence of the military preparations. TER 
generals were named; a formidable army va? 
deſtined for this important ſervice; and Julian, 
marching from Conftantinople through the pro Mi; 
vinces of Aſia Minor, arrived at Antioch abou 
eight months after the death of his predeceſſo 
His ardent deſire to march into the heart i 
Perſia, was checked by the indiſpenſible duty of 
regulating the ſtate of the empire; by his zeal 1M 
revive the worſhip of the gods; and by the ad q 
vice of his wiſeſt friends; who repreſented h 
neceſſity of allowing the ſalutary interval d 
| Julian pro Winter- quarters, to reſtore, the exhauſted ſtrengi 
ceeds from of the legions of Gaul, and the diſcipline ani 
det Ar. Ipirit of the Eaſtern troops. Julian was pe- 
och, ſuaded to fix, till the enſuing {pring, his ref. 
- © dence at Antioch, among a people malic:oull 
diſpoſed to deride the haſte, and to cenſure i: 
delays, of their ſovereign (10). 1 
Liceatiown If Julian had flattered himſelf, that his pe-. d. 
manners of ſonal connection with the capital of the Ea: 
A people of vyould be productive of mutual fatisfa&tion ti 
the prince and people, he made a very falſe eſt- 
mate of his own character, and of the manne:My 
of Antioch (11). The warmth of the climate; 


| (10) The deſign of the Perſian war is declared by Ammianus (xi. 
12.), Libanius (Orat. Parent. c. 79, 80. p. 305, 306.), Zozimus (1. ii. 
16 8.), and Socrates (1. iii. c. 19.). 5 | 5 | 

(.) The Satire of Julian, and the Homilies of St. Chryſoſtom, extib: 
the ſame picture of Antioch, The miniature which the Abbe de la Ble. 
terie has copied from thence (Vie de Julien, p. 333.) is elegant and 00. 
60, © e 8 


or THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 
and *f poſed the natives to the moſt intemperate en- 


lively licentiouſneſs of the Greeks was blended 
with the hereditary ſoftneſs of the Syrians. 


: 3 uit, and the ſplendour of dreſs and furniture 
as the only diſtinction of the citizens of Anti- 


ſerious and manly virtues were the ſubject of ri- 
dicule; and the contempt for female modeſty, 


ie Syrians : the moſt ſkilful artiſts were pro- 


ble ſhare of the revenue was devoted to the 


nge zs the happineſs, and as the glory, of Antioch. 


and The ruſtic manners of a prince who diſdained 


| 10 ach glory, and was inſenſible of ſuch happi- 
ref. 


bels, ſoon diſguſted the delicacy of his ſubjects ; 


oullyib 


e il: 


per. 


On Ut 
ech phloſophie ſeverity ; and thoſe feſtivals were the 


nn" enly days in which the Syrians of Antioch could 


imat geject the allurements of pleaſure. The majority 


ES oyment of tranquility and opulence; and the 
EF aſhion was the only law, pleaſure the only pur- 
och. The arts of luxury were honoured ; the 


end reverent age, announced the univerſal cor= 
© Tuption of the capital of the Eaſt. The love of 
Epetacles was the taſte, or rather the paſſion, of 


eured from the adjacent cities (12); a conſider- 


public amuſements; and the magnificence of the 
games of the theatre and circus was conſidered. 


ind the effeminate Orientals could neither imi- 
te, nor admire, the ſevere ſimplicity which 
Julian always maintained, and ſometimes affect- 
. The days of feſtivity, conſecrated, by an- 
Feil zent cuſtom, to the honour of the gods, were 
e only occaſions in which Julian relaxed his 


pole War the people ſupported the glory of the Chriſti- 


in name, which had been firſt invented by their 
Þ Ms 6 anceſtors 


| (xx. 
> (1, in. 


„ exhib. 
e la Blet 
and (d. 


Vor. IV. 


lia) Laodicea furniſhed charioteers; Tyre and Berytus, comedians; 
Heharea, pantomimes ; Heliopolis, fingers z Gaza, gladiators ; Aſcalon, 
Veltlers; and Caſtabala, rope-dancers. See the Expoſitio totius Mundi, 
* 6. in the third tome of Hudſon's Minor Geographers, 
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Their aver - 


ſion to Juli- 


. hy 


corn, _ 
public dif- 
content. 


modii of wheat, for one piece of gold, according to the degrees of pln! | . 
andi ſcarcity (in Miſopogon, p. 369.). From this fact, and from ſom: c 
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anceſtors (13): they contented themſelves with 1 K 


diſobey ing the moral precepts, but they were ti 
| ſcrupulouſly attached to the ſpeculative doEtrine; I re 
of their religion. The church of Antioch wa 4 
_ diſtracted by hereſy and ſchiſm ; but the Arian e 
and the Athanaſians, the followers of Meletin Ick 


and thoſe of Paulinus (14), were actuated by tie; 
ſame pious hatred of their common adverſary, 
The ſtrongeſt prejudice was entertained again {7 
the character of an apoſtate, the enemy and ſuc. 
ceſſor of a prince who had engaged the affecti. = 
ons of a very numerous ſect; and the removal 
of St. Babylas excited an implacable oppoſition 
to the perſon of Julian. His ſubjects complain- 
ed with ſuperſtitious indignation, that famin: 3 
had purſued the emperor's ſteps from Conſtanti- f. 
nople to Antioch ; and the diſcontent of a hun- 
gry people was exaſ perated by the injudicious = 
attempt to relieve their diſtreſs. The inclemen- 
cy of the ſeaſon had affected the harveſts of 
Syria; and the Price of bread (1 5), in the ma- 
| kets YE 


(cz) FIRE Sree, cove a eevrs Ty Ai 


The people of Antioch ingeniouſly profeſſed their attachment to the ( 3 1 
| (Cheiſt) and the Kappa (Conſtantius). Julian in Miſopogon, p. 527 


(14) The ſchiſm of Antioch, which laſted eighty- five years (A. B. 
330—41 5. ), was inflamed, while Julian reſided in that city, by the in 
| Uiſcreet ordination of Paulinus. See Tillemont. Mem. Eccleſ. tom. vi 
p. 803. of the quarto edition (Paris, 945 hs. which henceforward | 
ſhall quote. 3 
(15) Julian ſtates three different pro por tions of five; ten, or fill {WE. 


lateral examples, I conclude, that under the ſucceſſors of Conltantine, 4 0 ha] 
| the moderate price of wheat was about thirty- two hillings the Engl gl 
quarter, which is equal to the average price of the ſixty- four firſt ye he 


of the preſent century. See Arbuthnot's Tables of Coins, Weights, nl AR. . 
Meaſures, p. 88, 89. Plin. Hiſt. Natur. xviii. 12. Mem. de l' Academe WE ere 
des Inſcriptions, tom. xxviii. p. 718—721. Smith's Inquiry into the N.. ; a ith] 
ture and Cauſes of the Wealth of Nations, vol, i. p. 246. This laſt 1:1 And 
proud to quote, as the work of a *gn and a friend, | 3 


' OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


But the 


e tion to the ſcarcity of corn. fair and 
jez reaſonable proportion was ſoon violated by the 


"as {SF rapacious arts of monopoly. In this unequal 
ns conteſt, in which the produce of the land is 
us claimed by one party, as his excluſive property; 
the is uſed by another as a lucrative object of trade; 
EZand is required by a third, for the daily and ne- 


inf ceſſary ſupport of life; all the profits of the in- 
uc- termediate agents are accumulated on the head 
c. of the defenceleſs conſumers. The hardſhips of 


oval their ſituation were exaggerated and encreaſed 


tion Wy their own impatience and anxiety ; and the 
ain: apprehenſion of a ſcarcity gradually produced 


nine the appearances of a famine, When the luxu- 


nt-WTiant citizens of Antioch complained of the high 


nun: price of poultry and fiſh, Julian publickly de- 
tous Tlared, that a frugal city ought to be ſatisfied 

Vith a regular fuppiy of wine, oil, and bread; _ 
put he acknowledged that it was the duty of a 
povereign to provide for the ſubſiſtence of his 


; people. With this ſalutary view, the emperor 
Fentured on a dangerous and doubtful ſtep, of 


n the moſt plentiful years; and that his own 


wa) Example might ſtrengthen his laws, he ſent into 


ede End modi, or meaſures, which were drawn, by 
bnd Lis order, from the granaries of Hierapolis, of 


nitantiot, WE | 
e Eg night have been foreſeen, and were ſoon felt. 
irſt 1: The Imperial wheat was purchaſed by the rich 
7 Perchants: the proprietors of land, or of corn, 
o the M Vithheld from the city the accuſtomed ſupply ; 


«laſt I 


— 


K 2 ket, 


Fring, by legal authority, the value of corn. 
He enacted, that in a time of ſcarcity, it ſhould 
de ſold at a price which had ſeldom been known 


e market four hundred and twenty-two thou- 


EThalcis, and even of Egypt. The conſequences 


Ind the (mall quantities that appeared in the mar- 


th IT kets of Antioch, bad naturally riſen in propor. 


he had ſo eaſily granted. The ſame grievanca 1 e 


the ſpirit of Antioch was manifeſted by the c 


2 (16) Nunquam a propoſito declinabat, Galli ſimilis fratris, licet in 4 


| defence (in Miſopogon, p. 368, 369), or the elaborate apology of Lib, 
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| ket, were ſecretly ſold at an advanced and il 


gal price. Julian ſtill continued to applaud his ö 4 


[ 
own policy, treated the complaints of the pe + 
ple as a vain and ungrateful murmur, and con. h 
vinced Antioch, that he had inherited the obſt. t 
nacy, though not the cruelty, of his broth«Þ 'F 


Gallus (16). The remonſtrances of the muni. In 


cipal ſenate ſerved only to exaſperate his inflexi. ] i 
ble mind. He was perſuaded, perhaps with 41 
truth, that the ſenators of Antioch who poſſeſſei fu 
lands, or were concerned in trade, had them 
| ſelves contributed to the calamities of their cou, 
try; and he imputed the diſreſpectful boldneſ, 
which they aſſumed, to the ſenſe, not of pubi 
duty, but of private intereſt. The whole body = 
conſiſting of two hundred of the moſt nod e 
and wealthy citizens, were ſent, under a guad, 
from the palace to the priſon ; and though the, 
were permitted, before the cloſe of evening, pe 
return to their reſpective houſes (17), the eme 


ror himſelf could not obtain the forgiveneſs whit 3 


were ſtill the ſubje& of the ſame complains tur. 


which were induſtriouſly circulated by the wi, ; 


and levity of the Syrian Greeks. During u Faul 


| licentious days of the Saturnalia, the ſtreets vie: 


the city. reſounded with inſolent ſongs, whic|Mepl 
derided the laws, the religion, the pertonal coꝗ he 
duct, and even the beard of the emperor ; a 


nirang 


entus. Ammian. xxii. 14 The ignorance of the moſt enlizhtened pri 
may claim fome excuſe ; but we cannot be ſatisfied with Julian's 0G 


(Orat. Parental. c. xcvii. p. 321.). | = 
(17) Their ſhort and eaſy confinemeat is gently touched by Lia, 
(Orat. Parental. c. xcviii. p. 322, 323.) „„ 
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l- nivance of the magiſtrates, and the applauſe of 

his the multitude (18). The diſciple of Socrates 

c- was too deeply affected by theſe popular inſults, 

on: but the monarch, endowed with quick ſenfſtbili- 
ft. ty, and poſſeſſed of abſolute power, refuſed his 
ha paſſions the gratification of revenge. A tyrant | 
un. might have proſcribed, without diſtinEtion, the 
ex. lives and fortunes of the citizens of Antioch ; 
wih? and the unwarlike Syrians muſt have patiently 
eſſel ſubmitted to the luſt, the rapaciouſneſs, and the 
en eruelty of the faithful legions of Gaul. A mild-o 
ou er ſentence might have deprived the eapital of 
Inc the Eaſt of its honours and privileges; and the 
ubie courtiers, perhaps the ſubjects, of Julian, would "i 
od) have applauded an act of juſtice, which aſſert- 4 
nobe ; ed the dignity of the ſupreme . mg n 348 
uad? republic (19). But inſtead of abuling, or exert- 33 
theſf ing, the authority of the ſtate, to revenge his 


g, perſonal injuries, Julian contented himſelf with Julian com- 
me 


an inoffenſive mode of retaliation, which it 99s Au. 
who would be in the power of few princes to employ .tioch. 1 
ranci He had been inſulted by ſatires and libels; in his _— 
laing turn he compoſed, under the title of the Enemy i 
he , / the Beard, an ironical confeſſion of his own jd 
ig e faults, and a ſevere ſatire of the licentious and is 
ects 

which 


Zfteminate manners of Antioch. The Imperial 
feply was publicly expoſed before the gates of 
al co he palace; and the MisopogGon (20) ſtill re- qd. 


wand (68) Libanius (ad Antiochenos de Imperator is ira, c. 17, 18, 19. in Fa- a 
15 Picius, Bibliot. Græc. tom. vii. p. 221—223.), like a ſkilful advocate, 0 


| enſures the folly of the people, who ſuffered*for the crime of a few ob- 
licet in Fure and drunken wretches, | 3 5 
ned PEE (19) Libanius (ad Antiochen. c. vii. p. 213.) reminds Antioch of the 
lian's cent chaſtiſement of Cæſarea: and even Julian (in Miſopogon, p. 355.) 
of LibuWinuates how ſeverely Tarentum had expiated the inſult to the Roman 
. nba ſſadors. 5 „ | 2 
by Lib * (20) On the ſubjeft of the Miſopogon, ſee Aramianus (xxii. 14.), Li- hy $1 
nus (Orat, Parentalis, c. xcix. p. 323), Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. N i 
| 8 £ r, 1 
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mains a ſingular monument of the reſentment, 
the wit, the humanity, and and the indiſcretion 


could not forgive (21). His contempt was ex- 
preſſed, and his revenge might be gratified, by 
the nomination of a governor (22) worthy only 


ſolution to paſs the A winter at Tarſus in 
Cilicia (23). 


The ſophiſt 
Libanius. 
A. D. 314— 
3905 &c, 


ira ſufflabatur interna. The elaborate | ou of Julian at length burſt 


| ants Pretencs that Alexander was an aſeful, though, harſh, 1 5 


toric and declamation at Nice, Nicomedia, Con- 
ſtantinople, Athens, and, during the remainder 
of his life, at Antioch. His ſchool was affidu- 
_ ouſly frequented by the Grecian youth; his diſ- 
ciples, who ſometimes exceeded the number of 
_ eighty, celebrated their incomparable maſter; 
and the jealouſy of his rivals, who perſecuted 
him from « one city to another, confirmed the fa- 


non illum meruiſſe, ſed Antiochenſibus avaris et contumelioſis hujuſme 
judicem convenie. Ammian. xxili. 2. Libanius (Epiſt. 722. p- 346, 
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of Julian. Though he affected to laugh, he 


of ſuch ſubjects: and the emperor, for ever re- 
nouncing the ungrateful city, proclaimed his re- 


Vet Antioch poſſeſſed one citizen, whoſe ge. 
nius and virtues might atone, in the opinion of 
Julian, for the vice and folly of his country, 
he ſo phiſt Libanius was born in the capital of 
the Eaſt ; he publicly profeſſed the arts of rhe- 


- vourable 


p. 133.), and the Chronicle of Antioch, by Jobn Malela. (tom. ii. p. 15, 
16.). I have eſſential obligations to the tranſlation and notes of the Abbe 
de la Bleterie (Vie de Jovien, tom. ii. p. 1138.) 


{ 21) Ammianus W juſtly remarks, Coactus diſſimulare pro tempore 


forth into ſerious and direct invective. | 
(22) Ipſe autem Antiochiam egreſſurus, Heliopoliten quendam Alet- 
andrum Syriac juriſdidtioni præſecit turbulentum et ſævum; dicebatque 


347-), who confeſſes to Julian himſelf, that he had ſhared the gener! 


and d peniteat hey. of Antioch, 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


nt, | vourable opinion which Libanius oſtentatiouſſy 
on diſplayed of his ſuperior merit. The præceptors 


he of Julian had extorted a raſh but ſolemn aſſu- + 


rance, that he would never attend the lectures of 


he writings of this dangerous ſophiſt, and gra- 


ſtyle, the moſt laborious of his domeſtic pu- 
pils (24). When Julian aſcended the throne, 


manners, and of religion. The emperor's pre- 
poſſeſſion was encreaſed and juſtified by the diſ- 
Treet pride of his favourite. Inſtead of preſſing, 


ol Conſtantinople, Libanius calmly expected his 
arrival at Antioch ; withdrew from his court on 


might command the obedience of a ſubject, but 
that he muſt deſerve the attachment of a friend. 


birth and fortune (25), reſerve their eſteem for 
the ſuperior qualities of the mind, with which 
hey themſelves are ſo plentifully endowed. Ju- 
ian might diſdain the acclamations of a venal 


empore 
h burſt 


| Ale 
ebatque 
juſmad 
p. 30h 
genen 
reform” 


, 4 (24) Libanius, Orat. Parent. e. vii. p. 230, 231. 


| Fretorian præſfect, as leſs illuſtrious than the title of Sophiſt (in Vit. 


* 


| Sophitt, p. 135.) The critics have obſerved a ſimilar ſentiment in one of 
be epiſtles (xviii, edit. Wolf.) of Libanius himſelf, 5 


leſs af 
nis Jorf 


their adverſary : the curioſity of the royal youth 
vas checked and inflamed : he ſecretly procured 


. dually ſurpaſſed, in the perfect imitation of his 


he declared his impatience to embrace and reward 
the Syrian ſophiſt, who had prelerved, in a de- 
generate age, the Grecian purity of taſte, of 


| with the foremoſt of the crowd, into the palace 


he firſt ſymptoms of coldneſs and indifference; 
gequired a formal invitation for each viſit ; and 
taught his ſovereign an important leſſon, that he 


The ſophiſts of every age, deſpiſing, or affe&t- 
ing to deſpiſe, the accidental diſtinctions of 
Etourt, who adored the Imperial purple; but he 


as) Eunapius reports, that Libanins refuſed the honorary rank of 
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was deeply flattered by the praiſe, the admoni- 
tion, the freedom, and the envy of an inde. 


_ pendent philoſopher, who refuſed his favour, 
loved his perſon, celebrated his fame, and pro- 


tected his memory. The voluminous writing; 


of Libanius ſtill exiſt; for the moſt part, they 
are the vain and idle compoſitions of an orator, 


who cultivated the ſcience of words; the pro- 


ductions of a recluſe ſtudent, whoſe mind, re- 
gardleſs of his contemporaries, was inceſſantly 


fixed on the Trojan war, and the Athenian com- 


 monwealth. Yet the ſophiſt of Antioch ſome- 
times deſcended from this imaginary elevation; 
he entertained a various and elaborate correſ- 


pondence (26) ; he praiſed the virtues of his own 


times; he boldly arraigned the abuſes of public 
and private life ; and he eloquently pleaded the 


cauſe of Antioch _ the juſt reſentment of 
ofius. It is the common ca- 
amity of old age (27), to loſe whatever might 


have rendered it deſirable ; but Libanius expe- 


rienced the peculiar misfortune of ſurviving the 
religion and the ſciences, to which he had conſe- 


crated his genius. The friend of Julian was an 
indignant ſpectator of the triumph of Chri- 
tianity; and his bigotry, which darkened the 
| Proſpect of the viſible world, did not inſpire Li 


bans 


| (26) Near two thouſand of his letters, 2 made of compoſition in which 
Libanius was thought to excel, are ſtill extant, and already publiſhed, 


The critics may praiſe their ſubtle and elegant brevity z yet Dr. Bentley 


(Diſſertation upon Phalaris, p. 487.) might juſtly, though quainth, 
obſerve, that “ you feel by the emptineſs and deadneſs of them, that you 
6 converſe with ſome dreaming pedant, with his elbow on his deſk.” 
(27) His birth is aſſigned to the year 314. He mentions the ſeventy: 
fixth year of his age (A. D. 390.), and ſeems to allude to ſome events d 
a ſtill later date. 5 „ 
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panius with any lively hopes of celeſtial glory and 
rd (28). 

The martial impatience of Julian urged him tuch ofJu- 
Luke the field in the beginning of the ſpring; lan 10 the 
| x and he diſmiſſed, with contempt and reproach, „ 
te ſenate of Antioch, who accompanied _— oY 
emperor beyond the limits of their own territory, 

do which he was reſolved never to return. After 

z laborious march of two days (29), he halted on 

he third, at Beræa, or Aleppo, where he had 

| the mortification of finding a ſenate almoſt en- 

e. ſirely Chriſtian ; who received with cold and for- 

n; nal demonſtrations of reſ pect, the eloquent ſer- 


e mon of the apoſtle of paganiſm. The ſon of 
vn dne of the moſt illuſtrious citizens of Berza, 
blic ho had embraced, either from intereſt or con- 
the ſcience, the religion of the emperor, was diſin- 
_ of {herited by his angry parent. The father and 
ca- he ſon were invited to the Imperial table. Ju- 


git fan, placing himſelf between them, attempted, 
pe · Vithout ſucceſs, to inculcate the leſſon and ex- 

ample of toleration ; ſupported, with affected 
E&almneſs, the indiſcreet zeal of the aged Chriſ— 
tan, who ſeemed to forget the ſentiments of | 
| Future, and the duty of a TO", 8 — 
BH length , | | 


4 2 5 r "2. $6: e &-. 
_ AM K and . a ns.” - ho A amt = dre 3. 29:6 2 _ : 
CE) her © ö N : — = * * — 


| J (28) Libanius has compoſed the vain, prolix, but curious narrative of 
B's own life (tom. ii. p. 1—84. edit. Morell.), of which Eunapius 
p. 130—135.) has left a conciſe and unfavourable account. Among 


liſhed, WE the moderns, Tillemont (Hitt, des Empereurs, tom. iv. p. 571-576), 
4 abricius (Bibliot. Græc. tom. vii, p. 378—414.), and Lardner {Hea- 
ainth, Fo Teſtimonies, torn. iv. p. 3 ), have ee the character 
at you EY ad writings of this famous ſophiſt. 

«„ (19) From Antioch to Litarbe, on \ the territory 1 Chalcis, the rok. | 
vent · wer hills and through moraſſes, was extremely bad; and the looſe ſtones 
en Fere cemented only with ſand (Julian, epiſt. xxvii.) It is fingular | 


@ough, that the Romans ſhould have neglected the great communication 
2 ween Antioch and the Euphrates. See Weſſeling. Itinerar. p. 190, Ws 
3 er, Hiſt. des Grands Chemins, tom. tl, N le 5 BY 


: 
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length turning towards the afffcted youth 


Since you have loſt a father,” ſaid he, for 


e my ſake, it is incumbent on me to ſupp'y his 
© place(3o).” The emperor was received in x 
manner much more agreeable to his wiſhes at 
Batnæ, a ſmall town pleaſantly ſeated in a grove 

_ of cy preſſes, about twenty miles from the city of 
Hierapolis. The ſolemn rites of ſacrifice were 

| decently prepared by the inhabitants of Batne, 
Who ſeemed attached to the worſhip of their tu- 
telar deities, Apollo and Jupiter; but the ſerious 
piety of Julian was offended by the tumult of 


their applauſe ; and he too clearly diſcerned, that 


the ſmoke which arofe from their altars was the 
incenſe of flattery, rather than of devotion, 


The ancient and magnificent temple, which had 


fanctified, for ſo many ages, the city of Hiera- 
polis (31), no longer ſubſiſted; and the conſe- 
crated wealth, which afforded a liberal mainte- 


nance to more than three hundred prieſts, might 
haſten its downfall. Vet Julian enjoyed the ſa- 
tisfaction of embracing a philoſopher and a friend, 
whoſe religious firmneſs had withſtood the preſ- 
ſing and repeated ſolicitations of Conſtantius and 


Gallus, as often as thoſe princes lodged at his 


houſe, in their paſſage through Hierapolis. In 


the hurry of military preparation, and the care- 
leſs confidence of a familiar correſpondence, the 


zeal of Julian appears to bave been lively and 
uniform. He had now undertaken an important 
EE en Ls: © ET | Rp N and 


(830) Julian alludes to this incident (epiſt. xxvii.}, Which is more d. 


: ſtinctly related by Theodoret (1. iii. c. 22.), The intoÞrant ſpirit of the 
father is applauded by Tillemont (Hiſt. des Empereurs, tom. iv. p. 534% 


and even by La Bleterie (Vie de Julien, p. 413). | 
(31) See the curious treatiſe de Dei Syria, inſerted among the works 


of Lucian (torn. iii. p. 451 —490. edit, Reitz.). The ſingular appellation 


of Ninus vetus (Ammian. xiv. 8.) might induce a ſuſpicion, that Hiew 


| Pvlis had been che royal ſeat of the Aſſyrians, 
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Ind difficult war; and the anxiety of the event 
gendered him ſtill more attentive to obſerve and 
ſegiſter the moſt trifling preſages, from which, 
dccording to the rules of divination, any know- 
edge of futurity could be derived (32). He 


informed Libanius of his progreſs as far as Hie- 


| polis, by an elegant epiſtle (33), which diſ- 
plays the facility of his genius, and his tender 
Fiendſhip for the ſophiſt of Antioch « 


* 


he active and important ſeaſon of the year in the 


Ficus of Samoſata, or in the churches of Edeſſa. 
EButas the warlike emperor, inſtead of Conſtan- 
Jus, had choſen Alexander for his model, he 
Egdvanced without delay to Carrhæ (36), a very 
Egncient city of Meſopotamia, at the diſtance of 
Purſoore miles from Hierapolis. The temple a 


= (32) Julian (epiſt. xxviii.) kept a regular account of all the fortunate 
ens; but he ſuppreſſes the inauſpicious gas, which Ammianus 
ri. 2.) has carefully recorded. | | | 
(33) Julian, epiſt. xxvii. p. 399—402 | | 

630%) Itake the earlieſt opportunity of acknowledging my obligations to 


| eo, in 4to.), which particularly illuſtrates the expedition of Julian. 
5 (35) There are three paſſages within a few miles of each other; 1. 


eugma, celebrated by the ancients; 2. Bir, frequented by the moderns; 
, 3. The bridge of Menbigz, or Hierapolis, at the diſtance of four 


Þraſangs from the city. 5 55 | 
66) Haran, or Carrbæ, was the ancient reſidence of the Sabæane, 


; Wacent countries. 5 


7 
. N 
a 


a * 
. 


TY 
b, * p 
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FI 


; * d Anville, for his recent geography of the Euphrates and Tigris (Paris, 


. 0 of Abraham. See' the Index Geagraphicus of Schultens (ad caicem 
Saladin.) a work from which I have obtained much Oriental know- 
ge, concerning the ancient and modern geography of Syria and the 
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Hlierapolis, ſituate almoſt on the banks of theyi, defgu of 
EEuphrates (34), had been appointed for the 1 

geral rendezvous of the Roman troops, who im- 
gediately paſſed the great river on a bridge of 
boats, which was previouſly conſtructed (35). 
f the inclinations of Julian had been ſimilar to 
thoſe of his predeceſſor, he might have waſted 
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the Moon attracted the devotion of Julian; by 
the halt of a few days was principally employe 
in completing the immenſe preparations of th 
Perſian war. The ſecret of the expedition hui 
| hitherto remained in his own breaſt ; but a 
Carrhæ is the point of ſeparation of the in 
great roads, he could no longer conceal, whethefſ 

it was his deſign to attack the dominions of & 
P on the fide of the Tigris, or on that of i, 
uphrates. The emperor detached an army d 
thirty thouſand men, under the command of h 
Kinſman Procopius, "and of Sebaſtian, who h 
been duke of Egypt. They were ordered n ET 
direct their march towards Niſibis, and to ecu: 
the frontier from the deſultory incurfions of tl: 
enemy, before they attempted the paſſage of h 
Tigris. Their ſubſequent operations were |: WR 
to the diſcretion of the generals; but Julian er 
pected, that after waſting with fire and {word tte 2 
fertile diſtricts of Media and Adiabene, the 
might arrive under the walls of Cteſiphon 1 1 
the fame time, that he himſelf, advancing vii 
equal ſteps along the banks of the Euphrates, 
ſhould beſiege the capital of the Perſian mo- 


i] Din fectien Narchy. The ſucceſs of this well-concerted plan T 
"4 445 king depended, in a great meaſure, on the poweiſi 
1 amen, and ready afſiſtance of the king of Armenia 


A who, without expoſing the ſafety of his own dv 
14 minions, might detach an army of four thou: 
ſand horſe, and twenty thouſand foot, to tit 
aſliſtance of the Romans (37). But the feebl 
| Arſaces Tiranus (38), king of Armenia, hai 

| degenerate 


3) hos + Kevophon: ion 1 il. p. 103 edit, Hutchinſon. At 
1 might have ſupplied Marc Antony with 16,000 horfe, armed and 
diſciplined after. the Parthian manner APV). in M. Antonio, tom. 
p. 117.) | g 

(38) Moſes of — (Hiſt. PEI I. in. c. 11. p. 242 ) eres ö 

cceſſion 5 D. 354) tothe i7th year of Conktantivs, 
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bs | gegenerated ſtill more ſhamefully than his father 
e TChoſroes, from the manly virtues of the great 


ftr Tiridates; and as the puſillanimous monarch was 


ha brerſe to any enterprize of danger and glory, he 
would diſguiſe his timid indolence by the more 
gecent excuſes of religion and gratitude. He 
«th ex preſſed a pious attachment to the memory of 
TLonſtantius, from whoſe hands he had received 


* | In marriage Olympias, the daughter of the præ- 


geligion; he reigned over a nation of Chriſtians; 


he enemy of the gods. The haughty and 
© _nvreatening ſtyle of the Imperial mandates (40) 
Egvakened the ſecret indignation of a prince, 
Pho, in the humiliating ſtate of dependence, 


| plar 


\eni; df the Roman power. VF 
| 1 TE . . 6 "I 3 | 5 
n d The military diſpoſitions of Julian were ſkil- 


on fully contrived to deceive the ſpies, and to divert 
J ——˙ͤ6U ! 


o ti: 
feebk 


4} ated : prefſion more ſuitable to a Roman than a Chriſtian. „ 

5 ä 5 (40) Ammianus (xxiii. 2.) uſes a word much too ſoft for the occaſion, 
23 erat. Muratori (Fabricius, Bibliothec. Grzc. tom. vii. p. 86.) has 
med and | 


tom.“ 


Pe” derte (Hiſt, de Joricn, tem. ii, p. 399.) tranſlates aud rejeRts it. 
are: WP hel of, _—_ 


fect Ablavius ; and the alliance of a female, who 
pad been educated as the deſtined wife of the 
u Emperor Conſtans, exalted the dignity of a Bar- 
du barian king (39). Tiranus profeſſed the Chriſtian 


End he was reſtrained, by every principle of 
ETonſcience and intereſt, from contributing to the 
Fictory, which would conſummate the ruin of 
| The church. Thealienated mind of Tiranus was 
Etxaſperated by the indiſcretion of Julian, who 
{Treated the king of Armenia as his ſlave, and as 


Vas ſtill conſcious of his royal deſcent from the 
vertu Arſacides, the lords of the Eaſt, and the rivals 


* 3 (39) Ammian. xx. 11. Athanaſius (tom. i. p. 826.) fays, in general 
nn germs, that Conſtantius gave his brother's widow 7046 Pagoxeoc, an ex- 


5 Publiſhed an epiſtle from Julian to the ſatrap Arſaces; fierce, vulgar, and 
Lebough it might deceive Sozomen, |. vi. c. 5.), moſt probably ſpurious. 
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the attention, of Sapor. The legions appeare( 


Tigris. On a ſudden they wheeled to the right, 
| traverſed the level and naked plain of Carrhz. 
and reached, on the third day, the banks of t 
Euphrates, where the ſtrong town of Nicephe 
rium, or Callinicum, had been founded by k 
Macedonian kings. From thence the empery br 
purſued his march, above ninety miles, along WE 
the winding ſtream of the Euphrates, till, | 
length, about one month after his depart: 
from Antioch, he diſcovered the towers of Cir. 
ceſium, the extreme limit of the Roman dom. 
nions. The army of Julian, the moſt numero 
that any of the Cæſars had ever led againſt Pe. 
ſia, conſiſted of ſixty-five thouſand effect 
and well-diſciplined ſoldiers. The veteran bank 
of cavalry and infantry, of Romans and Barb Wt 
rians, had been ſelected from the different p 
vinces; and a juſt pre-eminence of loyalty an 
valour was claimed by the hardy Gauls, wh de 
guarded the throne and perſon of their belove 


to direct their march towards Niſibis and th; 


prince. A formidable body of Scythian auxil | 7 


aries had been tranſported from another climate 
and almoſt from another world, to invade a di 
tant country, of whoſe name and ſituation the 
were ignorant. The love of rapine and war a-We 
lured to the Imperial ſtandard ſeveral tribes «ME 


Saracens, or roving Arabs, whoſe ſervice Julia : 
bad commanded, while. he ſternly refuſed e 


(41) Latiſfmum flumen Euphraten artabat. Ammian. xiii. 3 3 
Some what higher, at the fords of Thapſacus, the river is four ſtadia, g 5 
| 800 yards, almoſt half an Engliſh mile, broad (Xenophon Anabaſis, |. F 
A4. edit. Hutchinſon, with Foſter's Obſervations, p. 29, &c. in - "x 
. ee ee eee | 8 ieee | volume 


payment of the accuſtomed ſubſidies. TIE 
broad channel of the Euphrates (41) wc 3 
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? ] 4 by a fleet of eleven hundred ſhips, deſtined 
EX, attend the motions, and to ſatisfy the wants, 


bridges. The reſt of the ſhips, partly con- 


upply of arms and engines, of utenſils and 


Egoquence, He animated the impatient and at- 


© ©urage and glorious triumphs of their anceſtors. 


rted them to imitate his firm reſolution, either 
rows = „„ VVilrngn; Fg 
_ me of Spelman's tranflation). If the breadth of the Evphrates at 


335.) the enormous difference mult chiefly ariſe from the depth of the 


xiii. % q 30 2 unel. 


ſtadia, ® WF (4%) Monumentum tutiſſimum et fabre politum, eujus meenia Abora ; 
ire Chaboras or Chabour) et Euphrates ambiont flumiass 


s, |. FF Orientals aſp 


in the a ſpatium infulare fingentes. Ammian. xxii 8. 


bf the Roman army. The military ſtrength of 
ne fleet was compoſed of fifty armed gallies; 
Ind theſe were accompanied by an equal num- 
ber of flat-bottomed-boats, which might occa- 
Fonally be connected into the form of temporary 


| $ructed of timber, and partly covered with raw | 
hides, were laden with an almoſt inexhauſtible 


Erovilions. The vigilant humanity of Julian 
had embarked a very large magazine of vinegar 
Ind biſcuit for the uſe of the ſoldiers, but he 
Irohibited the indulgence of wine; and rigor- 
gully ftopped a long ſtring of ſuperfluous camels 
bat attempted to follow the rear of the army. 
ET he river Chaboras falls into the Euphrates at 
Firceſium (42); and as ſoon as the trumpet Jul 
gave the ſignal of march, the Romans paſſed the tee“ 
Ie ſtream which ſeparated two mighty and April 7h. | 
hoſtile empires. The cuſtom of ancient diſci = 
ine required a military oration ; and Julian 
braced every opportunity of diſplaying his 


Heure legions by the example of the inflexible | 


Ne excited their reſentment by a lively picture 
the inſolence of the Perſians; and he ex- 


to 


BY 4nd Zeugma is no more than 130 yards (Voyages de Niebuhr, tom. ii.” 
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diſpoſed in three columns (45). The ftrengi 
of the infantry, and conſequently of the whot "Fd 
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to extirpate that perfidious nation, or to devot . 
his life in the cauſe of the republic. The els if * 

| quence of Julian was enforced by a donative q ME" 
one hundred and thirty pieces of ſilver to ever; eo 
ſoldier ; and the bridge of the Chaboras was in. . | 
ſtantly cut away, to convince the troops thu i oy 

| they muſt place their hopes of ſafety in the ſuc. MK: 
| ceſs of their arms. Yet the prudence of th: 6 

_ emperor induced him to ſecure a remote frontier, M IH 
| perpetually expoſed to the inroads of the hofiie i if x 
Arabs. A detachment of four thouſand ma Me 
was left at Circeſium, which completed, to tl: | ' 
number of ten thouſand, the regular garriſon 0 1 5 
that important fortreſs (43). J 
| Hiemareh From the moment that the Romans entered iy 
Neuer ee the enemy's country (44), the country of an ac WR... 
tive and artful enemy, the order of march vu I 


army, was placed in the centre, under the pf 


culiar command of their maſter-general Vico. 
On the right, the brave Nevitta led a column d e + 


ſeveral legions along the banks of the Euphrates N ed 
and almoſt always in fight of the fleet. TE 1 


left flank of the army was protected by the c- 
lumn of cavalry. Hormiſdas and ArinthzuM 


were appointed generals at the horſe; and the ng 


| Sozomen (l. vi. c. 1.), and John Malela (tom. ii. p. 19.). 


| Saſſanides. 


racel expreſſed ihe eder of march. 


u 


(43) The enterprize and armament of Julia are deſcrided by bin i 4 
(E piſt. xxvii.), Ammianus Marcellinus (xxiii. 3, 4s 8• ), Libanius (0. 
Parent, c. 108, 109. P. 332, 333), Zoſimus (1. ili. p. 160, 161, 161 


(44) Before he enters Perſia, Ammianus copiouſly deſcribes (xxiii. s . ö |! 
396—419. edit. Gronov. in 4to.) the eighteen great ſatrapies, or provincs 2 
(as far as the Seric, or Chineſe — which were > ſubject to the 


(45) Aramianus (xxiv. 1 ) and Zoſimus 11 lit. 2 163, 163 )h have 100 FT 
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N Fagular adventures of Hormiſdas (46) are not 
yndeſerving of our notice. He was a Perſian 


Ne 
lo- 
of 
ry 
in- 
hat 
ue 
the 
ler, 


ES the troubles of the minority of Sapor, had 
eſcaped from priſon to the holpitable court of 
be great Conſtantine. 
ETited the compaſſion, and, at length, acquired 


* Vicht indulge the ſecret ſatisfaction of convinc- 
in 
na 


ere olumns. The front and flanks of the army 
ere covered by Lucillianus with a flying 
wa techment of fifteen hundred light- armed ſoldi- 
agu rs, whoſe active vigilance obſerved the moſt 
rhok iſtant ſigns, and conveyed the earlieſt notice, 
pe f any hoſtile approach. Dagalaiphus, and Se- 
10. gundinus duke of Oſrhoene, conducted the troops 


- all the rear- guard; the baggage, ſecurely, pro- 
rates 
Thi 
e c 
thru ne of march extended 
d the 


il. 


almoſt ten miles. 


1e a general to the Sate of a monarch, he rapidly 
y bimies 


us (On 
1 3 164) 


? Roman army. The country which they tra- 
pro" BE Vor. IV. e EY Side 


ct to 1 RES 


ave xc WS (46) The adventures of Hormiſdas are related with ſome mixture of 


prince, of the royal race of the Saſſanides, who, 


Hormiſdas, at firſt, ex- 


ne eſteem, of his new maſters ; his valour and 
' Wdelity raiſed him to the military honours of 
[tle i he Roman ſervice; and, though a Chriſtian, he 


ng his ungrateful country, that an oppreſſed 
dect may prove the moſt dangerous enemy. 
uch was the diſpoſition of the three principal 


de- | 


Eccded in the intervals of the columns; and the 
Enks, from a motive either of uſe or oſtentation, 
pere formed in ſuch open order, that the whole 

i The 
dinary poſt of Julian was at the head of the 
entre column; but as he preferred the duties 


Poved, with a ſmall eſcort of light cavalry, to 
Pe front, the rear, the flanks, wherever his pre- 
Ence could animate or protect the march of the 


verſed 


ET (Zoſicaus, l. ih, p. 100-102; Tillemont, Hiſt. des Empereurs, tom.) 0 
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verſed from the Chaboras, to the cultivated land 


of Aſſyria, may be conſidered as a part of th, 


deſert of Arabia, a dry and barren waſte, which 


could never be improved by the moſt powerfi 


arts of human induſtry, Julian marched or 
the ſame ground which had been trod aboy 
ſeven hundred years before by the footſteps q 


the younger Cyrus, and which is deſcribed hy 
one of the companions of his expedition, th 


5 ſage and heroic Xenophon (47). ** The county 


was a plain throughout, as even as the ſes 


f & and full of wormwood; and if any other 


5 kind of ſhrubs or reeds grew there, they ha 
all an aromatic ſmell , but no trees could he 
„ ſeen. Buſtards and oſtriches, antelopes and 


© wild aſſes (48); appeared to be the only inhz- 


© bitants of the deſert; and the fatigues of th 
% march were alleviated. by the amuſements d 
the chace. The looſe {and of the deſert wa 


frequently raiſed by the wind into clouds d 


His 8 


5 p. LETS ed :nvoffble chat be eee (e 


duſt ; and a great number of the ſoldiers of Ju 
lian, with their tents, were ſuddenly thrown t 
the ground by the violence of an „ 
hurricane. 

The ſandy plaink of Meſopotamia were aan. 
doned to the antelopes and wild alles of the de 
ſert; but a variety of populous towns and vil 


bean were ere lituated « on the banks of te ; 0 


Eu phratcs WW 


germanus) of an eldeſt and Poſthumous child: nor do 1 recollect that Amme 


anus ever gives him that title. 


(47) See the firſt book of the irs, p. 4%, 751 Thie lest work | : | 
is original and authentic. Yet Xenophon's memory, perhaps map) yer E 
after the expedition, has ſometimes betrayed him ; and the diſtances which N y 


he marks are often larger than either a ſoldier or a geographer will allow. 


(48) Mr. Spelman, the Engliſh tranſlator of the Anabaſis (vol. i. p. 50% 
confounds the antelope with the roe-buck, and the wild-aſs wit an 


zer ba. 


or ThE noMAN Büring. 


Euphrates, and in the iſlands which are occaſi- 
onally formed by that river. The city of An- 


10s 
the 
ch 
rful 
er 
ove 
8 0 
| b 
the 


Arabian Emir, is compoſed of two long ftreets, 
ES hich incloſe within a natural fortification, a 


i420 
: Fen. 
4 « 
> 
D 99 
. * 
< 


ther 


7 f Julian; who tranſplanted the people to an 


nha- 


ts 0 


* Wc impregnable fortreſs of Thilutha could ſcorn” 


f Ju 
Vn 0 


eel | Finces of Perſia, Thilutha would no longer re- 


ule to grace the triumph of the conqueror. 


aban- 
e de- 
d vil 
of te 
ates, 


er (fas Wi 
t Amme 


ing won 

aby year 
ces which 
11 allow- 
i. p. $1) 4 


8 Ba Tournefort deſerve an honourable exception. 


| Faggi di Pietro della Valle, tom. i. lett. xvii. p. 671, &c. He was igno- 


va, or Anatho (49), the actual reſidence of an 


mall iſland in the midſt, and two fruitful ſpots 

vn either fide, of the Euphrates. The warlike 
Inhabitants of Anatho ſhewed a diſpoſition to 
ume Mop the march of a Roman emperor ; till they 

10 ere diverted from ſuch fatal preſumption by 

i le mild exhortations of prince Hormiſdas, and 
ide approaching terrors of the fleet and army. 
ae bey implored, and experienced, the clemency 


| dvantageous ſettlement, near Chalcis in Syria, 
„nd admitted Puſæus, the governor, to an ho- 
f the 1 3 0 - 22 v.45 | - f 5 
Pourable rank in his ſervice and friendſhip. But 


wa e menace of a fiege; and the emperor was ob- 
ged to content himſelf with an inſulting pro- 
niſe, that when he had ſubdued the interior pro- 


The inhabitants of the open towns, unable 
= refiſt, and unwilling to yield, fled with. 
precipitation; and their houſes, filled with 
poll and proviſions, were occupied by the ſol- 
iers of Julian, who maſſacred, without re- 
Porſe, and without puniſhment, ſome defence- 

eis women. During the march, the Sure-- 
gas, or Perſian general, and. Malek Rodoſaces, 


3 (49) See Voyages de Tavernier, part i. J. iii. p. 316 and more eſpecially 


nt of the old name and condition of Annah. Our blind travelers ſeldam 
lleſs any previous knowledge of the countries which they viſit. Shaw 
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inceſſantly hovered round the army : every 


| was attacked; and the valiant' Hormiſdas e.. 


country became every day leſs favourable to the 
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the renowned Emir of the tribe of Gaſſan ( 500 


ſtraggler was intercepted; every detachment 


caped with ſome difficulty from their hands 
But the Barbarians were finally repulled : the 


operations of cavalry; and when the Roman; Ne 


arrived at Macepracta, they perceived the ruin; {MT v 


of the wall, which had been conſtructed by the e. 


ancient kings of Aſſyria, to ſecure their domin. Wi o 


ons from the incurſions of the Medes. Theft v 


| preliminaries of the expedition of Julian appear 4 


to have employed about fifteen days; and ve in 


may | compute near three hundred miles from in 


the fortreſs of Circeſium to the wel of Mace - Bb 


Deſcription * 


of Aſſyria 
tiains of Medir (33), extended about four hund. 


Praca (51). . 


The fertile province of Aﬀyr ria (52), which HH 
ſtretched beyond the Tigris, as far as the moun- co 


red miles from the ancient wall of Maceprat BF A 


A KEY 
£ Ws 1.» 
.+ * 
5 "Bp. 
8 + IF 
» BI 


Bio” as, 


(o) Famoſi nominis latro, ſays Ammianus; an high encomium fora: 9 ni 
Arab. The tribe of Gaſſan had ſettled on the edge of Syria, and reign! Wi F oli 


ä ſome time in Damaſcus, under a dynaſty of thirty-one kings, or emirs, from PW: po 


the time of Pompey to that of the Khalif Omar. D'Herbelot, Bibliothee WR 


Otientale, p. 360. Pocock, Specimen Hitt. Arabicz, p. 7578. The : 1 ant 


name of Rodofaces does not appear in the liſt, b 1 fer 
(81) See Ammianus (xxiv. 1. 2.), Libanius (Orat, Parental, his 
111. p. 334.) Zoſimus (I. iii. p. 164—168.). 3 wit 


(52) The deſcription of Aſſyria is furniſhed by Herodotus 01 i. 0 101 


cc.) , who ſometimes writes for children, and ſometimes for philolopher5 | 3 I ed 


by Strabo (1. xvi. p. 10750—1082.), and by Ammianus (I. xxiii. c. 6) 


The moſt uſeful of the modern travellers are Tavernier (part i. |. ii. ; - F 
226—2 88. ), Otter (tor. ii. p. 35 —69. and 189 —224.), and Nieboir WR 5 


(tom. ii. p. 172 —288.). Vet I much regret that the Irak Argbi of Abu} 
feda has not been tranflated. 


culiar appellation of Adiabene: and he ſeems to fix Teredon, Vologelt, 25 
and Apollonia, as the extreme cities of the actual province of Aſſy ria. = 


(53) Ammianus remarks, that the Feiert Aſyria, which compre 5 | 
hended Niuus (Niniveh) and Arbela, had aſſumed the more recent and pe E>-4 
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3 (54) The two rivers unite at Apamea, or Corna (one hundred miles 


of Abu 


compte: 


nt and pe 


ria. 
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to the territory of Baſra, where the united ſtreams 
EZ of the Euphrates and Tigris diſcharge themſelves 
into the Perſian Gulf (54). The whole country 
might have claimed the peculiar name of Meſo- 
potamia; as the two rivers, which are never 


more diſtant than fifty, approach, between Bag- 


dad and Babylon, within twenty-five miles of 
each other. A multitude of artificial canals, dug 
ES without much labour in a ſoft and yielding ſoil, 
connected the rivers, and interſected the plain, 


of Aſſyria. The uſes of theſe artificial canals 


ET were various and important. They ſerved to 
diſcharge the ſuperfluous waters from one river 


into the other, at the ſeaſon of their reſpective 


EZ inundations. Subdividing themſelves into ſmaller 
and ſmaller branches, they refreſhed the dry 
bands, and ſupplied the deficiency of rain. 


broke down, they armed the deſpair of the 
Aſſyrians with the means of oppoſing a ſudden 
deluge to the progreſs of an invading army. To 
== the ſoil and climate of Aſſyria, nature» had de- 
nied ſome of her choiceſt gifts, the vine, the 
olive, and the fig-tree ; but the food which ſup- 
ET ports the life of man, and particularly wheat 


and barley, were produced with inexhauſtible 
BE fertility ; and the huſbandman, who committed 


ET his ſeed to the earth, was frequently rewarded 


| 2 with an encreaſe of two, or even of three, hund- 
red. The face of the country was interſperſed 


T from the Perſian Gult,) into the broad ſtream of the Paſitigris, or Shat- 
ul Arab. The Euphrates formerly reached the ſea by a ſeparate channel, 


miles to the ſouth-eaſt of modern Baſra (d' Anville, in che Memoires de 
Aead. des Inſcriptions, tom. xxx. p. 170 191. ). 5 


They facilitated the intercourſe of peace and 
commerce; and, as the dams could be ſpeedily 


5 which was obſtructed and diverted by the citizens of Orchoe, about twenty 
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; vith proves of innumerable palm- -trees ( 55); and 
the diligent natives celebrated, either in verſe or 
proſe, the three hundred and ſixty uſes to which 
the trunk, the branches, the leaves, the juice, 
and the fruit, were ſcilkully applied. Seven 
5 manufactures, eſpecially thoſe of leather and 
linen, employed the induſtry of a numerous peo- 
ple, and afforded valuable materials for foreign 
trade; which appears, however, to have been 
conducted by the hands of ſtrangers. Babylon 
had been converted into a royal park; but near 
the ruins of the ancient capital, new cities had 
ſucceſſively ariſen, -and the populouſneſs of the 
country was diſplayed | in the multitude of towns 
and villages, which were built of bricks, dried in 
the ſun, and ſtrongly cemented with bitumen; the 
natural and peculiar production of the Babylo- 
nian ſoil. While the ſucceſſors of Cyrus reigned 
over Aſia, the province of Aſſyria alone main- 
_ tained, during a third part of the year, the luxu- 
ricus plenty of the table and houſehold of the 
Great King. Four conſiderable villages were 
aſſigned for the ſubſiſtence of his Indian dogs; 
eight hundred ſtallions, and ſixteen thouſand 
mares, were conſtantly kept; at the expence of 
the country, for the royal ſtables: and as the 
daily tribute, which was paid to the fatrap, 
amounted to one Engliſh buſhel of filver, we 
may compute the annual revenue of Ashy ria 


at more than TREIVe hundred thouſand pounds 


"The 


55) The learned ee as a botaniſt, an antiquary, 1 a bes 
ler, has exhauſted ( Amcenitat Senken Faſcicul. iv. . 5 


N ( 56). 


whole ſubject of palm- trees. 
(56) Aſſyria yielded to the Perſian ſatrap, an Artaba of ſilver . day, 


The ahne proportion of weights and meaſorgs (fee Biſhop Hooper's 


Ejavorate 
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The fields of Aſſyria were devoted by leroy of 
ES, the calamities of war; and the philo opher 1 
Etaliated on a guiltleſs people the acts of rapine &. P. 363. 13 
Ind cruelty, which had been committed by their _ _ 
Ekughty maſter in the Roman provinces, The 
bembling Aſſyrians ſummoned the rivers to their 
EEiſtance ; and completed, with their own hands, 
e ruin of their country. The roads were ren- 
ered impracticable; a flood of waters was 
ESoured into the camp; and, during ſeveral 
id gays, the troops of Julian were obliged to con- 
1 end with the moſt diſcouraging hardſhips. - But : = 
"  &cry obſtacle was ſurmounted by the perſeve- W 
Exnce of the legionaries, who were inured to toil | 
" E& well as to danger, and who felt themſelves 
wh Egrimated by the ſpirit of their leader, The da- 
page was gradually repaired ; the waters re- 
Fored to their proper channels; whole groves of 
Epalm-trees were cut down, and placed along 
Etc broken parts of the road; and the army 
paſſed over the broad and deeper canals, on 
bridges of floating rafts which were ſupported 
Eby the help of bladders. Two cities of Aſſyria 
preſumed to reſiſt the arms of a Roman empe- 
Er: and they both paid the ſevere penalty of 
heir raſhneſs. At the diſtance of fifty milessiege of 
dom the royal reſidence of Cteſiphon, Periſabor, Periabor. 
er Anbar, held the ſecond rank in the province: 
city, large, populous, and well fortified, ſur- 
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WborateInquiry), the ſpecific gravity of water and filver, and the value 
hat metal, will afford, after a ſhort procefs, the annual revenue which 
Fhave ſtated. Vet the Great King received no more than 1000 Euboic, or 
Pian, talents (252, oool.) from Aſſyria. The compariſon of two paſ- 
es in Herodotus (J. i. c. 192. l. iii. c. 89—96.) reveals an important dif- 
day. Vence between the greſt, and the net, revenue of Perſta; the ſums paid 
der? the province, and the gold or ſilver depoſited in the royal treaſures» | 
vate =. he monarch might annually ſave three millions ſix hundred thoufand 


4 128 

* 
: 

T3 


nds, of the ſeventeen or eighteen millions raiſed upon the people. 
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rounded with a double wall, almoſt encompaſſed 
by a branch of the Euphrates, and defended hy 
the valour of a numerous garriſon, The ex. 
hortations of Hormiſdas were repulſed with con. 
tempt; and the ears of the Perſian prince were 


Aſſyrians maintained their loyalty by a ſkilful 
as well as vigorous, defence; till the lucky 
ſtroke of a battering-ram, having opened 
large breach, by ſhattering one of the angles 0 


after the full gratification of every military ap 
petite, Periſabor was reduced to aſhes; and th: 
engines which aſſaulted the citadel were planted 
on the ruins of the ſmoking houſes. The con. 

_ teſt was continued by an inceſſant and mutui 
_ diſcharge of miſſile weapons; and the ſuperiority 
which the Romans might derive from the mecha- 


on the ſide of the beſieged. But as ſoon as a 
Helepolis had been conſtructed, which could en: 
gage on equal terms with the loftieſt rampart; 
the tremendous aſpect of a moving turret, tha 


humble ſubmiſſion ; and the place was furren- 
dered only two days after Julian firſt appearet 
under the walls of Periſabor. TWO thouſant 
five hundred perſons, of both ſexes, the feeble 
remnant of a flouriſhing people, were permitted 
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wounded by a juſt reproach, that, unmindfi | g Þy 


of his royal birth, he conducted an army dn 


ſtrangers againſt his king and country. The 


the wall, they haſtily retired into the fortifical. 
ons of the interior citadel, The ſoldiers 
Julian ruſhed impetyouſly into the town, and, 


nical powers of their baliſtæ and catapultæ ws 
counterbalanced by the advantage of the ground 


would leave no hope of reſiſtance or of mercy, 
terrified the defenders of the citadel into an 


to retire ; the plentiful magazines of corn, d 
arms, and of ſplendid furniture, were partly 4 
L NES ERS ORG | tribute 
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ibuted among the troops, and partly reſerved 

for the public ſervice: the uſeleſs ſtores were de- 
ſtroyed by fire, or thrown into the ſtream of the 
Euphrates ; and the fate of Amida was revenged 

yy the total ruin of Periſab — 
Ihe city, or rather fortreſs, of Maogamalcha, or Mac- 
which was defended by ſixteen large towers, a mach. 
deep ditch, and two ſtrong and ſolid walls of 
brick and bitumen, appears to have been con- 
ſtructed at the diſtance of eleven miles, as the 
ſafeguard of the capital of Perſia. The empe- 
vor, apprehenſive of leaving ſuch an important 
ETortreſs in his rear, immediately formed the ſiege 
of Maogamalcha ; and the Roman army was 
Exiſtributed, for that purpoſe, into three diviſions. 
Vitor, at the head of the cavalry, and a de- 
achment of heavy-armed foot, was ordered to 

| Tlear the country, as far as the: banks of the 
Tigris, and the ſuburbs of Cteſiphon. The con- 
Duct of the attack was aſſumed by Julian him- 
elf, who ſeemed to place his whole dependence 
Em the military engines which he erected againſt 
Wine walls; while he ſecretly contrived a more 
ffcacious method of introducing his troops into 
he heart of the city. Under the direction of 
Nevitta and Dagalaiphus, the trenches were 
Egpened at a conſiderable diſtance, and gradually 
prolonged as far as the edge of the ditch, The 
uch was ſpeedily filled with earth; and, by the 
Encellant labour of the troops, a mine was car- 
ed under the foundations of the walls, and 
Eiſtained, at ſufficient intervals, by props of tim- 
er. Three choſen cohorts, advancing in a ſin- 
e file, filently explored the dark and dange- 
Wus paſſage; till their intrepid leader whiſpered 
hack the intelligence, that he was ready to iſſue 
om his confinement into the ſtreets of the 1 
Gee * tile 
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2 fongs of triumph, the glory of Sapor; and ven- 


huis companions, who preſſed forwards with im- 
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city. Julian checked their ardour, that he might 
enſure their ſucceſs; and immediately diverted 
the attention of the garriſon, by the tumult and 
clamour of a general aſſault, The Perſians, who, 
from their walls, contemptuouſly beheld the pro- 
greſs of an impotent attack, celebrated, with 


tured to aſſure the emperor, that he might aſ- 
cend the ftary manſion of Ormuſd, before he 
could hope to take the impregnable city of 
Maogamalcha. The city was already taken, 
Hiſtory has recorded the name of a private ſo- feed 
dier, the firft who aſcended from the mine into a not 
deſerted tower. The paſſage was widened by 


patient valour. Fifteen hundred enemies were 
already in the midſt of the city. The aſtoniſhed 
garriſon abandoned the walls, and their only 
hope of ſafety; the gates were inſtantly burt RE 
open; and the revenge of the ſoldier, unleſs it en 
were ſuſpended by luft or avarice, was ſatiated i 
by an undiftinguithed maſſacre. The governor, 
| Who had yielded on a promife of mercy, was 
burnt alive, a few days afterwards, on a charge 
of having uttered ſome diſreſpectful words againſt 
the honour of Prince Hormiſdas. The fortifica- 
tions were razed to the ground; and not a veſtige 
was left, that the city of Maogamalcha had ever 
exiſted. The neighbourhood of the capital of 
Perſia was adorned with three ſtately palaces, 
luaboriouſly enriched with every production that 
could gratify the luxury and pride of an Eaſtern 
monarch. The pleaſant ſituation of the gardens 
along the banks of the Tigris, was improved, 
according to the Perfian taſte, by the ſymmetry 
of flowers, fountains, and ſhady walks: and 
ſpacious parks were-incloſed for the reception > 
| th 
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me bears, lions, and wild boars, which were 
maintained at a conſiderable expence for the 


caſion, ſhewed himſelf ignorant, or careleſs, 


yeen hoſtile princes. Yet theſe wanton ravages 


bed, ſtatue, finiſhed by the hand of a Grecian 
it, is of more genuine value than all theſe 


| 2 e, our humanity muſt have formed a very 
oneous eſtimate of the miſeries of human 


o. 


pleaſure of the royal chace. The park-walls 
ere broke down, the ſavage game was aban- 
EQoned to the darts of the ſoldiers, and the palaces 
f Sapor were reduced to aſhes, by the com- 
band of the Roman emperor, Julian, on this 


3 f the laws of civility, which the prudence and 
F&fnement of poliſhed ages have eſtabliſhed be- 


ed not excite in our breaſts any vehement 
notions of pity or reſentment. A ſimple, 


Ede and coſtly monuments of Barbaric labour: 
Band, if we are more deeply affected by the ruin 
a palace, than by the conflagration of a cot- 


I 


Julian was an object of terror and hatred toPerfonal be- 


Blk Perſians : and the painters of that nation re- Hauff 


Wclented the invader of their country under the 
blem of a furious lion, who vomited from his 
Wouth a conſuming fire (58). To his friends 
Wd ſoldiers, the philofophic hero appeared in a 


ie conſpicuouſly diſplayed, than in the laſt, 


Wd, without effort, and almoſt without merit, 


* mmianus (xxiv. K3.4 5. Libanius (Orat. Parent. c. 112123. 
E95—347.), Zoſimus (1. iii. p. 168 — 180.), and Gregory Nazianzen 
1 IV. p. 113, 144.) . The military criticiſms of the faint are devoutly 
4G Tillemont, his faithful ſlave. 5 | 

. } Libanius de uleiſcenda Juliani nece, c. 13: p 163. 


* 


Wore amiable light ; and his virtues were never 
moſt active, period of his life. He prac- 
po re 


&)) The operations of the Aſſyrian war are circumſtantially related 


Julian. 


1358 


wes 


: Roman. “ Riches are the object of your de. 
e ſires? thoſe riches are in the hands of the Per. 
„ fans; and the ſpoils of this fruitful country 


diſcipline. Believe me,” added Julian, the 
Roman republic, which formerly poſſeſſed ſuch 
* immenſe treaſures, is now. reduced to want 


to purchaſe with gold the tranquility of the 
© Barbarians. The revenue is exhauſted; the 
„„ ruined; the provinces are diſpeopled 
*< For myſelf, the only inheritance. that I hay: 


« ed that every real fad vantage is ſeated in the 


5 nourable poverty, which, in the days of ar. 
« cient virtue, was conſidered as the glory of 
Fabricius. That glory, and that virtue, may 


Heaven, and of your leader. But if you vil 
< raſhly perſiſt, if you are determined to rene 
_ © the ſhameful and miſchievous examples: of old 


ho has. filled the firſt rank among men, I an 
2 prepared to die, ſtanding; and to deſpiſe 


-- $-0nran. accidental fever... If I have been found 
« unworthy. of the command, there are nov 


experience are equal to the conduct of the moſt 
+16 important, war. Such has been the temper ol 
60. my reign, that I can retire, without regtet, 
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%*%. 4 © 


et are propoſed as the prize of your yalour and 


and wretchedneſs ; ſince our princes have be 
e perſuaded, by weak and intereſted | miniſter; 


< received from my royal anceſtors, is a ſoul in 
* capable of fear; and as long as I am convine- 


& mind, I ſhall not bluſh to acknowledge an ko _—_— 
4e be your own, if you will liſten to the voice d 


cc ſeditions, proceed — As it becomes an emperor 
< precarious life, which every hour, may depend 


* among. you. (I ſpeak it with pride and Pletr I, oa 
e ſure), there are many chiefs, whoſe merit and He dieb 


< and without apprehenſion, to the obſcurity of 


K 6 ir 
2 prix ale K olerably 
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a private ſation (6 3). The modeſt reſolution 
of Julian was anſwered by theunanimous applauſe 
and cheerful obedience of the Romans; who 
declared their confidence of victory, while they 
bought under the banners of their heroic prince. 
Their courage was kindled by his frequent and 
familiar aſſeverations (for ſuch wiſhes were the 


* WE oaths of Julian), © So may I reduce the Perſians = 
under the yoke!” © Thus may I reſtore the . 
18 ſtrength and ſplendour of the republic!” The | Fas 
* WE love of fame was the ardent paſſion of his foul: . - -,- 
| I but it was not before he trampled on the-ruins of ß —_— . 


Maogamalcha, that he allowed himſelf to fay, 
We have now provided ſome materials for the Pl 
N ſophiſt of Antioch (64). —_ 
3 The ſucceſsful al of Julian had triumphedHe tant: 
Forer all the obſtacles that oppoſed his march I e $15 


» gates of Cteſiphon. But the reduction, ortbe f. 


8 Z ven the fiege, of the capital of Perſia, was ite Is 1 55 0 
OS diſtance :' nor can the military conduct L 
0 the emperor be clearly apprehended; without a 


knowledge of the country which was the theatre 


. ef his bold and ſkilful operations (65). Twenty 


miles to the ſouth of Bagdad, and on the eaſtern 9 
bank of the Tigris, the Sloth: of travellers has : 


ro 0 
pbſerred ſome ruins of the palaces of Cteſiphon, N 

'n n, | 

_ Ahich, in the time of Julian, was a great and 4 

= opulous city. The. name and glory of the ad- . 

je Y 1 Jacent F 

nov B (6,11 1 give this FRY as 1 and genuine. Wed t might 

Jlet- ö Pear, could tranſcribe, and was incapable of Inventing, it. I have uſed 

| and 3 me flight freedoms, and conclude with the moſt forcible ſentence. 

moſt b (64) Ammian. Xxiv. 3. Libanius, Orat. Parent. c. 122. p. 346. 


65) M. d' Anville (Mem. de Þ Academie des Inſcriptions, tom. xxviii. ET NOT: 1 795 f ö 
= 1246—2 59) has aſcertained the true poſition and diſtance of Babylon, 1 
grel, e leucia, Cteſiphon, Bagdad, &c. The Roman traveller, Pietro della | —_ 
ty of e (om. f. lett. xvii. p. 650—7 80), ſeems to be the moft intelligent | þ 70 
rivate @: ator of that famous province, He is a gentleman and A 8985 but LE =_ 


dera y Vain and Felis. 


3 
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jacent Seleucia were for ever extinguiſhed , and 
the only remaining quarter of that Greek colony 
had reſumed, with the Aſſyrian language and 
manners, the primitive appellation of Coche. 
Coche was ſituate on the weſtern fide of th: 
Tigris; but it was naturally conſidered as a fi. 
burb of Cteſiphon, with which we may ſuppoſe 
it to have been connected by a permanent bridg: 
of boats. The united parts contributed to fom 
the common epithet of Al Modain, Tae CITIISõ, 
which the Orientals have beſtowed on the winter 
reſidence of the Saſſanides; and the whole cir 
cumference of the Perſian capital was ſtrong] 
fortified by the waters of the river, by lofty 
walls, and by impracticable moraſſes. Near the 
ruins of Seleucia, the camp of Julian was fixed, 
and ſecured, by a ditch and rampart, againſt th: 
ſallies of the numerous and enterpriſing garriſon 
of Coche. In this fruitful and pleaſant country, 
the Romans were plentifully ſupplied with water 
and forage :: and ſeveral forts, which might have 
embarraſſed the motions of the army, ſubmitted, 
after ſome reſiſtance, to the efforts of their un- 
lour. The fleet paſſed from the Euphrates into 
an artificial deviation of that river, which pour: 
a copious and navigable. ſtream into the Tigris 
at a ſmall diſtance below, the great city. If they 
had followed this royal canal, which. bore the: 
name of Nahar-malcha (66), the intermediate 
ſituation of Coche would have ſeparated the flett 
and army of Julian; and the raſh attempt 0 
ſteering againft the current of the Tigris, and 
ä ee eee forcing 


| (66) The Royal Canal (Nahar Malcha) might be ſucceſſively reſtored 
altered, divided, &c. (Cellarius, Geograph. Antiq. tom. ii. p. 453) * anc 
theſe changes may ſerve to explain the ſeeming contradictions of ant! 
quity. Ia the time of Julian, i muſt bave fallen into the Euphrates 4 
bow Cteſiphon · », 55h : | 
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capital, muſt have been attended with the total 
W deſtruction of the Roman navy. The . 
or the emperor foreſaw the danger, and 


me operations of Trajan in the ſame country, 
he ſoon recollected, that his warlike predeceſſor 


3 leaving Coche on the right-hand, conveyed the 
1 waters of the Nahar-Malcha into the river Ti- 
Woris, at ſome diſtance above the cities. From 


. 3 e information of the peaſants, Julian aſcer- 
ſ Weed the veſtiges of this ancient work, which 
cee almoſt obliterated by deſign or accident. 


F the indefatigable labour of the ſoldiers, 

broad and deep channel was ſpeedily — 
bor the reception of the Euphrates. A ſtrong 
Like was conſtructed to interrupt the ordinary 


Y, 

ter KT hed impetuouſly into their new bed; and the 
ve Woman fleet, ſteering their triumphant courſe 
ed, io the Tigris, derided the vain and ineffectual 
ba- barriers which the Perſians of Cteſiphon had 
nto N rected to oppoſe their paſſage. 


my over the Tigris, another labour preſented 


3 | forcing their way through the midſt of a hoſtile 


3 vided the remedy. As he had minutely ſtudied 


had dug a new and navigable canal, which, 


Ecurrent of the Nahar Malcha : a flood of waters 


As it became neceſſary to tranſport the Roman paſise or 


the Tigris, 
and victory 


key Ks, of leſs toil, but of more danger, than the of the Ro. 


Wd rapid; the aſcent deep and difficult; and 


fleet e intrenchments which had been formed on the 
t of age of the oppoſite bank, were lined with a 
and umerous army of heavy cuiraſſiers, dexterous 


chers, and huge elephants; who (according to 


Vol. IV. 1 8 a legion 


Pcceding expedition. The ſtream was broad mans. 


ſie extravagant hyperbole of Libanius) could 
ſample, with the ſame eaſe, a field of corn, or 
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a legion of Romans (67). In the preſence of 


ſuch an enemy, the conſtruction of a bridge was 
impraQticable; and the intrepid prince, who 
inſtantly ſeized the only poſſible expedient, con- 


cealed his defign, till the moment of execution, 
from the knowledge of the Barbarians, of his 
own troops, and even of his generals themſelves, 


Under the ſpecious pretence of examining the 
ſtate of the magazines, fourſcore veſſels were 
gradually unladen ; and a ſelect detachment, 
apparently deſtined for ſome ſecret expedition, 
was ordered to ſtand to their arms on the firſt 


ſignal. Julian diſguiſed the ſilent anxiety of lis 
on mind with ſmiles of confidence and joy, 


and amuſed the hoſtile nations with the ſpectacle 
of military games, which he inſultingly cele- 
brated under the walls of Coche. The day was 


conſecrated to pleaſure ; but, as ſoon as the 
hour of ſupper was paſt, the emperor furnmoned 
the generals to his tent, and acquainted them, 
that he had fixed that night fot the pallage o 
the Tigris. They ſtood in filent and reſpectful 
aſtoniſhment ; but, when the venerable Salluſ 


aſſumed the privilege of his age and experience, 
the reſt of the chiefs ſupported with freedom the 


weight of his prudent remonſtrances (68). Ju 


lian contented himſelf with obſerving; that con- 
queſt and ſafety depended on the attempt ; that, 


- inſtead of diminiſhing, the number of their ene- 


mies would be increaſed, by ſucceſſive reinforce- 
| ments; 


(ey Ke 3 Geparrabz 045 40 Ou Tos Rv, Abu 


x84 PerAaryye;. Rien n'eſt beau que le vrai z 4 maxim which ſhould be 


inſcribed on the deſk of every rhetorician, 
(68) Libanius alludes to the moſt powerful of the generals I hare 
ventured to name Salluſt. Ammianus ſays, of all the 2 quod yet 
meti territi duces concordi precat a fleri prohibere tentarent. 
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ments; and that a longer delay would neither 
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J height of the bank. The ſignal was inſtantly 


) 


moments, in the darkneſs of the night.” A flame 
earole on the oppoſite ſide , and Julian, who too 
„clearly underſtood that his foremoſt veſſels, in 
„empting to land, had been fired by the enemy, 


dexterouſſy converted their extreme danger into 


F 
_—_ 


lc WW: the bank; ſee—they make the appointed ſig- 
e. 


courage.“ The united and rapid motion of a 
eat fleet broke the violence of the current, and 


el bey reached the eaſtern ſhore of the Tigris with 
m, | [uficient ſpeed to extinguiſh the flames, and reſ- 
ie their adventurous companions, The diffi- 
ul entties of a ſteep and lofty aſcent were increafed 
it by the weight of armour, and the darkneſs of 
ce, Nie night. A ſhower of ſtones, darts, and fire, 
the . vas inceſſantly diſcharged on the heads of the 
J. bailants; who, after an arduous ſtruggle, 
-0N- ſlimbed the bank, and ſtood victorious upon the 


apart. As ſcon as they poſſeſſed a more equal 
Feld, Julian, who, with his light-infantry, had 
1 the attack (69), darted through the ranks a 
f Kilful and experienced eye: his braveſt ſoldiers, 
g-cording to the precepts of Homer (70), were 
ö + * 5 diſtributed 


0 Hine Imperator . . . (gays Arminius) ple cum Rd armaturæ 
: Pius per prima poſtremaque diſcurrene, &c. Vet Zoſimus, his friend, 
* not allow him to paſs the river till two days after the battle. 
*F Secundum 'Hormeticam difpofitionem. A fimilar diſpoſition is aſ- 


5 never abſent from the mind of Julian. 


contract the breadth of the ſtream, nor level the 
eren. and obeyed: the moſt impatient of the 
5 egionaries leaped into five veſſels that lay neareſt 


io the bank; and, as they plied their oars with 
q intrepid diligence, they were loſt, after a few 


a preſage of victory. Our fellow-ſoldiers,” 
De cagerly exclaimed, are already maſters of 


* nal: let us haſten to emulate and aſſiſt their 


2 bed to the wiſe Neſtor, in the fourth book of the lliad : and Homer | 
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trumpets of the Imperial army ſounded to battle 
The Romans, after ſending up a military ſhou, 


of martial muſic ; launched their formidable j 
velins; and ruſhed forwards with drawn NT 
to deprive the Barbarians, by a cloſer onſet, d 
the advantage of their miſſile weapons. Th: 
whole engagement laſted above twelve hours, 
till the gradual retreat of the Perſians was chang: 
ed into a diſorderly flight, of which the ſhamefi 
example was given by the principal leaders, ani 
the Surenas himſelf. They were purſued to th 
gates of Cteſiphon; and the conquerors migh 
have entered the diſmayed city (71), if their ge 
neral Victor, who was dangerouſſy wounded witk 
an arrow, had not conjured them to deſiſt from 
a raſh attempt, which muſt be fatal, if it ver 
not ſucceſsful. On their fide; the Romans 20: 
knowledged the loſs of only ſevetity-five men; 


on the field of battle two thoufand five hundred, 
or even ſix thouſand, of their braveſt ſoldien 


quantities of ſilver and gold, ſplendid arms ant 
trappings, and beds and tables of maſſy filve 
The victorious emperor diſtributed, as *o re 
wards of valour, ſome honourable gifts, civic 
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distributed in the front and rear; and all the 


advanced in meaſured ſteps to the animating notes 


while they affirmed, that the Barbarians had 1 


The ſpoil was ſuch as might be expected fron 
the riches and luxury of an Oriental camp; larg 


W (72) Ti 
4 ry, are C 
W241 
WWobmus (1, 
* Th 
Wit on 
0 
1 5 bv 
1 lanus, ar 
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0 Jas guat 
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and mural, and naval, crowns ; which he, and 
perhaps he alone, eſteemed more precious that 


the wealth of Alia. A ſolemn facrifice 9 q 
eſe 


0 Perſas 1 terrdre bubite 1 | vai ne agrinibus totit 
gentis, apertas Cteſiphontis portas victor miles intriſſet, ni major pre 
rum occaſio fuiſſet, quam cura victoriæ (Sextus. Rufus de Provincis © 
18.). Their avarice might diſpoſe thera to hear the advice of Yiu. 
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b | fered to the god of war, but the appearances of 
© the victims threatened the moſt inauſpicious 
events; and Julian ſoon diſcovered, by leſs am- 
© biguous ſigns, that he had now reached the 
: term of his proſperity (72). 


Þ thirds of the whole army, were ſecurely wafted 
W:djacent country, Julian caſt many an anxious 


Kcapital c of Sapor, the march and junction of his 


Wrxecuted with the ſame courage and diligence. 


over the Tigris (73), While the Perſians beheld 
I um the walls of Cteſiphon the deſolation of the 


Blok towards the North, in full expeCtation, that 
Ws he himſelf had victoriouſly penetrated to the 


Wicutenants, Sebaſtian and Procopius, would be 


3 is expectations were diſappointed by the trea- 
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On the ſecond day after the battle, the e eee 


and obſtinac 
I tic guards, the Jovians and Herculians, and ther — 


remaining troops, which compoſed near two- A. D. 363. 


8 


ee hery of the Armenian king, who permitted, 
* End moſt propably directed, the deſertion of his 


left 
red, 
lets 
rom 
arg 
and 
ilvet, 
e It 
civic, 
„an 
than 
as 0. 


fered 


2 Fuling any plan for the . fervice. When the 
emperor 


2 imo (1. iii. p. 181—183.), and Sextus Rufus (de Proyinciis, c. 28.). 


Laus and the future emperor Jovian, actually ſerved; ſome ſchools 


wt) as guards. 
5 told 


or prev h 2 national tradition, and a ſpurious letter. I have borrowed only 


incils, (, 


"thor, * 88 Parent. e. 131 . 33800 


| Wuxiliary troops from the: camp of the Ro- 
: ans (74); and by the düflentions of the two 
W-nerals, who were incapable of forming or exe- 


03 The fleet and army were formed in three diviſions, of which the 
$ only had paſſed during the night (Ammian. xxiv. 6.). The 
N gg, whom Zoſimus tranſports on the third day (1. iii. p. 
). might confiſt of the protecters, among whom the hiſtorian Am- 


(74) Moſes of Chorene (Hiſt. Armen. L iii. c. 165 p. 246. ) fupplics 1 


0 leading circumſtance, which is conſiſtent with truth, agree wy | 


Fri The labour of the canal, the paſſage of the Tigris, EY the vicſ - 
1 , are deſcribed by Ammianus (xxiv. 5, 6.), Libanius (Orat. Parent. 
8 124—128. p. 347—353-), Greg. Nazianzen (Orat. iv. p. 115. „ 


che domeſtics, and e the Jovians and nen who often did 1 
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portant reinforcement, he condeſcended to ho]; 
a council of war, and approved, after a full de. 


ſuaded the ſiege of Cteſiphon, as a fruitleſs an; 
pernicious undertaking, It is not eafy for us 0 
- conceive, by what arts of fortification, a city 


Julian, could be rendered impregnable againſt as 
army of ſixty thouſand Romans, commanded b. 


ſupplied with ſhips, proviſions, battering engines 


from the love of glory, and contempt of danger, 
which formed the character of Julian, that he 
was not diſcouraged by any trivial or imagina IE 

obſtacles (75). At the very time when he d. 


a anegotiation of peace. Sapor, who had been ſo 
long accuſtomed to the tardy oftentation of Cor 
ſtantius, was ſurpriſed by the intrepid diligence 


and Scythia, the ſatraps of the diſtant provinces Wi 
were ordered to aſſemble their troops, and ' vas 


monarch, But their preparations were dilator), 


_ choly intelligence of the devaſtation of Afyri, 
the ruin of his palaces, and the ſlaughter of | 
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emperor had relinquiſhed the hope of this im. 


— 
D 
D 


bate, the ſentiment of thoſe generals, who dil. 
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thrice beſieged and taken by the predeceſſors of 


a brave and experienced general, and abundant); 


and military ſtores, But we may reſt afl red, 


8 


clined the ſiege of Cteſiphon, he rejected, wih Wi 
obſtinacy and diſdain, the moſt flattering offers Wi 


of his ſucceſſor, As far as the confines of Indi 
march, without delay, to the aſſiſtance of thei 
their motions ſlow ; and before Sapor could lei 


an army into the field, he received the melan- WM ceal 


pravet 


(55 Civitas inexpungabilis, ſacinus audax et importunum. Ammiamus 
xxiv. 7. His fellow-ſoldier, Eutropius, turns aſide from the difficulty 
Aſſyriamque populatus. caſtia apud Ctefiphontem ftativa aliquandit 
habuit: remeanſque victor, &c. x, 16. Zoſimus is artful or 1g99%" 
and Socrates inaccurate, _ ps | 


(76) 
tles, I. i 
do the: 
9 but the 
| paffions 
3 
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| yraveſt troops, who defended the paſſage of the 


| WE the duſt ; he took his repaſts on the ground; and 
- 1 the diſorder of his hair expreſſed the grief and 
- WE znxiety of his mind. Perhaps he would not have 
« WF :cfuſed to purchaſe, with one half of his king- 
dom, the ſafety of the remainder ; and he would 
di \ | have gladly ſubſcribed himſelf, in a treaty of | 
1 the faithful and dependent ally of the 
mn | Roman conqueror. Under the pretence of pri- 
Y vate buſineſs, a miniſter of rank and confidence 
ly | was ſecretly diſpatched to embrace the knees of 
', | Hormiſdas, and to requeſt, in the language of a 

4, Þ (uppliant, that he might be introduced into the 
, WE preſence of the emperor. The Saſſanian prince, 
he bre he liſtened to the voice of ny or hu- 


= Þ birth, or x the duties of his alben, was at 


0 4 E would terminate the calamities of Perſia, and "—— 
0 cure the triumph of Rome. He was aſtoniſhed 5 
by the inflexible firmneſs of a hero, who remem- 
my bered, moſt unfortunately for himſelf, and for 
din 


Ice] 
1 to 
Hei 
ory, 
lead 
Jan- 
Vrin, 
bis 
ave! 


3 | jected the propoſitions of Darius. But as Julian 
uas ſenſible, that the hope of a ſafe and honour- 
able peace might cool the ardour of his troops; 


ceal this dangerous temptation from the know- 
© ledge of the camp (76). 


I | forbade him to conſume his time under the im- 


N145, 


Rrulth, 


Juan 12 iii. c, 21. The eccleſiaſtical biſtorian imputes the refuſal of peace 
ao the advice of Maximus, Such advice was unworthy of a philoſopher ; 


N Poonzof his maſter, 


es The pride of royalty was humbled in 


= ly inclined to promote a ſalutary meaſure, which 


his country, that Alexander had uniformly re- 


he earneſtly requeſted, that Hormiſdas would 
q | privately diſmiſs the miniſter of Sapor, and con- 


pregnable 


(76) Libanivs, Orat. "ITY Cc. 130, p. 364. c. 139. p. 261. Socra- 1 5 


4 not the philoſopher Was likewiſe a niagician, who 8 the hort nd 


Fo 


The honour, as well as intereſt, of 0x nd 
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pregnable walls of Cteſiphon ; and as often as he 
_ defied the Barbarians, . 55 defended the city, to 
meet him on the open plain, they prudently re. 
plied, that if he deſired to exerciſe his valour, he 
might ſeek the army of the Great King. He fel lage 
the inſult, and he accepted the advice. Inſtead of I 
confining his ſervile march to the banks of i: 
Euphrates and Tigris, he reſolved to imitate he 11. | 
adventurous ſpirit of Alexander, and boldly iv Wi 
advance into the inland provinces, till he force E 
his rival to contend with him, perhaps in the gone 
Plains of Arbela, for the empire of Aſia. Te 
magnanimity of Julian was applauded and be- 
trayed, by the arts of a noble Perſian, who, in 
the cauſe of his country, had generouſly ſabmir 
ted to act a part full of danger, of falſehood, and 
of ſname (57). With a train of faithful follow- 
ers, he deſerted to the Imperial camp; expoſed, I yas 
in a ſpecious tale, the injuries which he had u- 
tained; exaggerated the cruelty of Sapor, the 
” diſcontent of the people, and the weakneſs of 
the monarchy, and confidently offered himſelf 
as the hoſtage and guide of the Roman march. 
The moſt. rational grounds of ſuſpicion weic 
urged, without effect, by the wiſdom and expe- 
rience of Hormiſdas; and the credulous Julian, 
receiving the traitor into his boſom, was per- dera 
ſuaded to iſſue an haſty order, which, in the e 
opinion of mankind, appeared to arraign his Wn 
Prudence, and to endanger his ſafety. He de- 
5 Wee in a Ll hour, the whole navy, "ha 
| ha 


Wes The arts of this. new Zopyrus (Greg, I ARIES, Orat. ir. p. 
115, 116.) may derive ſome credit from the teſtimony of two abbreviatts 
| (Sextus Rufus and Victor), and the c>ſual hints of Libanius (Orat. Ps 
rent. c. 134. p. 357-) and Ammianus (xxiv. 7.). The courſe of genuine I 
Hiſtory is interrupted by a molt þ uoſeaſanaþle chaſm i in the text of Ammi. ; 110050 
anus. oY | | q zvert 
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had been tranſported above five hundred miles, 
l | at ſo great an expence of toil, of treaſure, and of 


1 = the march of the army, and to form o- 


doned to the flames, by the abſolute command of 


perhaps, in a military queſtion, is confirmed by 


W- b the cool judgment of an experienced ſoldier, who 
d, Vas himſelf ſpectator of the conflagration, and 
il- 


he of the troops (78). Yet there are not wanting 
of me ſpecious, and perhaps ſolid, reaſons, which 
erich might juſtify the reſolution of Julian. 
ch. The navigation of the Euphrates never aſcended 
it above Babylon, nor that of the Tigris above 
*- Opis (79). The diſtance of the laſt- mentioned 
an, city from the Roman camp was not very conſi- 
derable; and Julian muſt ſoon have renounced 

be n vain and impracticable attempt of forcing _ 
hs i Qupwards a great fleet againft the ſtream of a rapid 
de. e m_ river 
ich | Ss 1 
214d 3 (38) See i ak. 7. 95 1 (Orat. Patentalis,” c. 132, 

ö 33. p. 356, 357.), Zoſimus (1. ili. p. 183.), Zonaras (tom. ii. 1, xiii. p. 
v. p. Y F. n Le 3 J. 5 (de 3 Det, » v. ' . 
aters ele, Libanius alone attempts a taint apology tor his 
EE ere; who, according to Ammianus, pronounced his own eee, | 
wine I Ty a tardy and ineffeQual attempt to extinguiſh the flames. 1 
om! = (79) Conſult Heredotus (I. i. c. 194. ) Strabo 0. xvi. p. 107 4 ) TR = 


erde (p. i. I. ii. p. 153.) 


blood. Twelve, or, at the moſt, twenty-two, 5 
wall veſſels were ſaved, to accompany, on car- 


caſional bridges for the paſſage of the rivers. A 
Nee of twenty days s proviti ons was reſerved for 
the uſe of the ſoldiers; and the reſt of the maga- 

nes, with a fleet of eleven hundred veſſels, 


ich rode at anchor in the Tigris, were aban- 
:: ; 
ts 


the emperor. The Chriſtian biſhops, Gregory 
and Auguſtin, inſult the madneſs of the apoſtate, 
© who executed, with his own hands, the ſentence 
ol divine juſtice. Their authority, of leſs weight, 


= who could not diſapprove the reluctant murmurs 
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fiver (80), which in ſeveral places was embaraſſed 


. — — oa ay ———w oa NV bag tn +. — ¶ — eat O 
„ - * Is — ES 1 ” 
r * 5 
. 


by natural or artificial cataracts (81). The pow. | the | 
. of ſails and oars was inſufficient ; it became been 
neceſſary to tow the ſhips againſt the current of 3 tt 
the river; the ſtrength of twenty thouſand ſol- WI ba 
diers was exhauſted in this tedious and ſervil: i 5 
labour; and if the Romans continued to march WIE f 
along che banks of the Tigris, they could onl; [10 10 
expect to return home without atchieving any . 2 
enter prize worthy of the genius or fortune of thei 14 oF 
=—_ leader. If, on the contrary, it was adviſeable to Þ+ 
8 : —_ advance into the inland country, the deſtruction 145 
3 of the fleet and magazines was the only meaſure | Y Th 
| 5 which could ſave that valuable prize from the Ml 
4 hands of the numerous and active troops which mor 
| might ſuddenly be poured f * 
BH mig enly be poured from the gates f Me 
23 Cieſiphon. Had the arms of Julian been vi. te 
| torious, we ſhould now admire the conduct, a . 
B well as the courage, of a hero, who, by de. 4 wr 
E \priving his ſoldiers of by 
5 priving is ſoldiers 0 the hopes of a retreat, et e 
IT them only the alternative of death or con. $ N 
| : queſt (82). Þ 
and . The kane train of artillery ad wag: I 
ain 4— 

2 gons, which retards the operations of a modern mil 

5 111 

army, were in a great meaſure unknown in the the 

caps of the Romans 8 3). Yet, in every age, Wi By 

th Þ the 

Y (8) A celeritate Tigris incipi vocarl, ita bela Medi dcn I 

Plin. Hitt. Natur. vi. 31. 1 

(81) One of theſe dykes, which produces an artificial caſcade or eilt. 3 (84 

raract, is deſcribed by Tavernier (part. i. I. ii. p. 226.) and Thevens: I Arme 

(part. ii. l. i. p 193.). The Perſians, or Aſſyrians. laboured to inter: 3 July. 

rupt the navigation of the river ek l. xv. Ly 1073: D n bertati 

5 . Euphrate et le Tigre, p. 98, 99.) . J p. 26, 

(82) Recollect the ſucceſsful and ase 50 of 3 anc I (85 

| Cortez, who burnt their ſhips on the coaſt of Africa and Mexico. I of the 

(83) See the judicious reflections of the author of the Eſſai for '« Wi by the 

TaQique, tom. ii. p. 287-353. and the learned remarks of M. Gui N pu 

b th 


ardt, Nouveaux Memoires Militaires, tom. 1. p. 351—353. on the big. | 
gage and ſubſiſtence of the . armies. | 3 ö p. 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


Y te ſubſiftence of ſixty thouſand men muſt have 
been one of the moſt important cares of a pru- 


| dent general ; 


Had it been poſſible for Julian to maintain 


Libet of communication on the Tigris, and 


| to prelerve the conquered places of Afſyria, a 


a deſolated province could not afford any large or 
regular ſupplies, in a ſeaſon of the year when 


the lands were covered by the inundation of the 


| Euphrates (84), and the unwholſome air was 
darkened with ſwarms of innumerable inſects (85). 
I H he appearance of the hoſtile country was far 
| more inviting. The extenſive region that lies 
between the river Tigris and the mountains of 


Media, was filled with villages and towns; and 


Þ the fertile ſoil, for the moſt part, was in a very 


improved ſtate of cultivation. Julian might 


expect, that a conqueror, who poſſeſſed the two 
E forcible inſtruments of perſuaſion, feel and 
© gold, would eaſily procure a plentiful ſubſiſtence 
from the fears or avarice of the natives. But, 
on the approach of the Romans, this rich and 
ſmiling proſpect was inſtantly blaſted. Wherever 
they moved, the inhabitants deſerted the open 
E villages, and took ſhelter in the fortified tou ns; 
the cattle was driven away; the grails and ripe 


corn 


69 The Tigris riſes to the fouth, the Euphrates to the north, of the 
The former overflows in March, the latte: in 
h Theſe circumſtances are well explained in the Geographica! Diſ- 

55 Foſter, inſerted in Spe: man's * of 5 vol. ii. 
8 © 2 | | 

(85) Amann (xxiv. 8.) deſcribes; as he had felt, the inconveni 1 | 
; A the flood, the heat, and the inſets. The lands of Aſſyria, oppreſſed 
; | +, the Turks, and ravaged by the Curds, or Arabs, vield an increaſe of 
ten, fifteen, and twenty fold, for the ſeed which is caſt into the ground 


Armenian mountains. 


; by the wretched and unfkilful huſbandman. Voyages de Niebuhr, tom. 
s, 9 mn 


and that ſubſiſtence could only be 
fon from his own or from the' enemy's coun- 
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corn were conſumed with fire; and, as ſoon ag 


the flames had ſubſided which interrupted the 


march of Julian, he beheld the melancholy face 
of a ſmoking and naked deſert. 


'This deſperate 
but effectual method of defence, can only be 


executed by the enthuſiaſm of a people why 


prefer their independence to their property ; or 


by the rigour of an arbitrary government, which 
confalts the public ſafety without ſubmitting t 
their inclinations the liberty of choice. 
preſent occaſion, the zeal and obedience of the 
| Perſians ſeconded the commands of Sapor ; and 
the emperor was ſoon reduced to the ſcanty ſtock 
of proviſions, 
hands. 
might ſtill have reached the wealthy and unwar- 
like cities of Ecbatana. or Suſa, by the effort of 
a rapid and well-directed march (86); but he 
was deprived of this laſt reſource by his i igno- 
rance of the roads, and by the perfidy of his 


On the 


which continually waſted in his 
Before they were entirely conſumed, he 


uides, The Romans wandered ſeveral days in 


the country to the eaſtward of Bagdad: the 
' Perſian deſerter, who had artfully led them into 
the ſnare, eſcaped from their reſentment ; and 
his followers, as ſoon as they were put to the 
torture, confeſſed the ſecret of the conſpiracy, 
© The viſionary conqueſts of Hyrcania and India, 
- which had ſo long amuſed, now tormented, the 
mind of Julian. Conſcious that his own impru- 
dence was the cauſe of the public diſtreſs, he 
anxiouſly balanced the hopes of ſafety or ſucces, 
| without opting a — anſwer either 


75 from 


(es) IGdore of Chan (Manſion. Parthic. p- 8, 6. in | Hudſon, Geo- | 
graph. Minor, tom. ii.) reckons 129 ſchæni from Selucia, and Thevenot 
(part. 14 209—245- J), 128 hours of march from Bagdad to 
Theſe meaſures cannot exceed an ordiqary 
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E from gods or men. At length, as the only prac- 
cable meaſure, he embraced the reſolution of 
E directing his ſteps towards the banks of the Ti- 
© oris, with the deſign of ſaving the army by 4 
© haſty march to the confines of Corduene ; a fer- 
lle and friendly province, which acknowledged 
the ſovereignty of Rome. The deſponding 
| troops obeyed the ſignal of the retreat, only ſe- 
| venty days after they had paſſed the Chaboras, 
{ with the ſanguine expectation of ſubverting the 
.. 
As long as the Romans ſeemed to advance into Retreat and 
the country; their march was obſerved and in-dittreſs of 


. 


E ſulted from a diſtance, by ſeveral bodies of Per-πœ vt 
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© flan cavalry ; who ſhewing themſelves; ſome- 9 
times in looſe; and ſometimes in cloſer, order, = 
© faintly ſkirmiſhed with the advanced guards. nt 


E Theſe detachments were, however, ſupported by 
Ja much greater force; and the heads of the co- 
lumns were no ſooner pointed towards the Tigris, 
than a cloud of duſt aroſe on the plain. The 
Romans, who now aſpired only to the permiſſion 

© of a ſafe and ſpeedy retreat; endeavoured to 
perſuade themſelves, that this formidable appear- —_ 
ance was occaſioned by a troop of wild afles, or EE 
perhaps by the approach of ſome friendly Arabs. | 
They halted; pitched their tents, fortified their 
camp, paſſed the whole night in continual | 
alarms; and diſcovered, at the dawn of day, that 
they were ſurrounded by an army of Perſians. 
This army, which might be conſidered only as 


Py 


| the van of the Barbarians, was ſoon followed by 


cnot (/) The march of Julian from Cteſiphon, is circumſtantially, but not WS wo 
d to L Clearly, deſcribed by Ammianus (xxiv. 7, 8.), Libanius (Orat. Parent, | 
0ary. b & 134. p. 357-), and Zoſimus (l. iii. p. 183). The two laſt ſeem igno- 
1 OR : ny that their conqueror was retreating ; and Libanius abſurdly confine: 19 
3 dim to the banks of the Tigris. : | | NY b | FO 9 
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| the main body of cuiraſſiers, archers, and el. 
phants, commanded by . Meranes, a general of 


yo of the king's ſons, and many of the ptin- 
pal ſatraps; and fame and expectation exagge. 
rated the ſtrength of the remaining powers, which 
ſlowly advanced under the conduct of Sapor 
himſelf. As the Romans continued their maich, 
heir long array, which was forced to bend ot 


their vigilant enemies. The Perſians repeated; WI 
charged with fury; they were repeatedly repulſcd4 
with firmneſs; and the action at Maronga, 
which almoſt deſerved the name of a battle, was 
marked by a conſiderable loſs of ſatraps and 

_ elephants, perhaps of equal value in the eyes of 
their monarch. Theſe ſplendid advantages were 
not obtained without an adequate ſlaughter on 
the ſide of the Romans: ſeveral officers of di- 
ſtinction were either killed or wounded ; and 
the emperor himſelf, who, on all occaſions of 
danger, in{pued and guided the valour of his 
troops, was obliged to expoſe his perſon, and 

_ exert his abilities. The weight of offenſive and 


ſtrength and ſafety of the Romans, diſabled 


and as the horſemen of the Eaſt were trained to 
dart their javelins, and ſhoot their arrows, at ful 


_ cavalry of Perſia was never more formidabl: 
than in the moment of a rapid and difordetly 


(88) Chardin, the moſt judicious of modern travellers, deſcribes (tom. 

lk. p. 57, 58, Kc. edit. in 4to.) the education and dexterity of the Perſian 
| horſemen. Briſſonius (de Regno Perſico, p. 650. 661, &cc.) has coll:Qel 
. the teſtimonies of antiquity. EO PAGE 57s 
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rank and reputation. He was accompanied by 


i 
1 


divide, according to the varieties of the ground, 
afforded frequent and favourable opportunities to 


Wy 2 
2 f old I 
perla 
Wera 
grau- 
Rom 
Wprehe 
front 
= - 

eithe. 
baria: 


W 


defenſive arms, which ſtill conſtituted the 


them from making any long or effectual purſuit; 
ſpeed, and in every poſſible direction (88), the 


Es ; fligit, J be inter 
ies, ar 
3 ibanjus 


— 


3 flight. But the moſt certain and irreparable loſs 


_— 


krery day, every hour, as the ſupply diminiſh- 
Wed, the value and price of ſubſiſtence increaſed 
Win the Roman camp (89). Julian, who always 
contented himſelf with ſuch food as a hungry 
ſoldier would have diſdained, diſtributed, for 
Ike uſe of the troops, the proviſions of the Im- 
perial houſehold, and whatever could be ſpared 
from the ſumpter-horſes of the tribunes and ge- 
Wnerals, But this feeble relief ſerved only to ag- 
Eoravate the ſenſe of the public diſtreſs; and the 
Romans began to entertain the moſt gloomy ap- 
prehenſions, that before they could reach the 
Frontiers of the empire, they ſhould all periſh, 
either by famine, or by the ſword of the Bar- 


Ebariatis (90). 


. 
* 
v3 
3 
© 
= 
of 


While Julian ſtruggled with the almoſt inſu- juia i. 


wo 
«2 
+4 


Wours of the night were ſtill devoted to ſtudy ang 
rontemplation. Whenever he cloſed his eyes 

In ſhort and interrupted ſlumbers, his mind was 
FR > aha 


| (39) In Mark Antony's retreat, an attic chænix ſold for fifty drachmz, - 
Pr, in other words; a pound g of flour for twelve or fourteen ſhillings : 
rley-bread was ſold for its weight in ſilver. It is impoſſible to peruſe 

3 he intereſting narrative of Plutarch (tom. v. p. 102—1 16.), without 
Nerceiving that Mark Antony and Julian were purſued by the fame ene- 
Nies, and involved in the ſame diitreſs. Ts | 

N 150 Ammian. xxiv. 8. xxv. 1. Zoſimus, |. iii. p. 184, 188, 186. 
4 ius, Orat. Parent, c. 134, 135. p. 357» 358, 359. The ſophiſt of 
P19 appears ignorant that the troops were hungry. R 


perable difficulties of his ſituation, the ſilent moral, 


wounded. - 
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agitated with painful anxiety; ; nor can it be 


ſhould once more appear before him, covering 
with a funeral veil, his head, and his born of 
_ abundance, and low ly retiring from the Imperil 
tent. The monarch ſtarted from his couch, and 
| ſtepping forth, to refreſh his wearied ſpirits with 
the coolneſs of the midnight air, he beheld » Wi: le 
fiery meteor, which ſhot athwart the {ky, and 
ſuddenly vaniſhed. Julian was convinced that 
he had ſeen the menacing countenance of the gad 
of war (91); the council which he ſummoned, i 
of Tuſcan Haruſpices (92), unanimouſly pro- emin 
nounced that he ſhould abſtain from action: bu: 
on this occaſion, neceſſity and reaſon were more 
prevalent than ſuperſtition; and the trumpets 
ſounded at the break of day. The army march- 
ed through a hilly country; and the hills had 
been ſecretly occupied by the Perſians. Julian 
led the van, with the ſkill and attention of a 
conſummate general; he was alarmed by the 
intelligence that his rear was ſuddenly attacked, 
The heat of the weather had tempted bim to k 


one of his attendants, and haſtened, with a ſui- t e ge 
flicient reinforcement, to the relief- of the rear- i 


 phical Reflections. Eſſays, vol. ii. p. 418. 


| their knowledge of fgns and omens, from the ancient books of Tu. 
| Pen, 4 Tuſcan 2 | | 
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thought ſurpriſing, that the Genius of the empir 


aſide his cuiraſs ; but he Foe a ſhield from 


guard. A ſimilar danger recalled the Intrepid he me 

| Prince Wut th 

(91) Ammian. xxv. 2. Julian had fas | in a 8 nunquam ſe he b 
Marti ſaera facturum ky, 6.). Such whimſical quarrels were not un. 6 by” 
common between the gods and their inſolent votaries; and even the pu- y | 
dent Auguſtus, after his fleet had been twice ſhipwrecked, exclude! 3 A 0 
Neptune from the honours of public proceſſions. See Hume $ philoſ WcIlVe 


(92) They ſlill retained the monopoly of N vain, but lucrative, 
ſcience, which had been invented in Hetruria, and profeſſed to derive 


| (93) C 
Necerat 
minis 4 


J OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 5 
L Ibince to the defence of the front; and, as he 


| 3 © calloped between the columns, the dente of 


j he left was attacked, and almoſt overpowered, 


1 by a furious charge of the Perſian cavalry and 
ecchants. This huge body was ſoon defeated, 
: Wy the well-timed evolution of the light-infantry, 3 
bo aimed their weapons, with dexterity and 
ee, againſt the backs of the horſemen, and 

: the legs of the elephants. The Barbarians fled 3 
4a Julian, who was foremoſt in every danger, 
i: brimated the purſuit with his voice and geſtures. 
is trembling guards, ſcattered and oppreſſed by 
„ee diſorderly throng of friends and enemies, 


minded their fearleſs ſovereign that he was 


Whe fall of the impending ruin. As they. ex- 


t ed (93), a cloud of darts and arrows was 
b. charged from the flying ſquadrons; and a 
eln, after razing the ſkin of his arm, tranſ- 
at I; erced the ribs, and fixed in the inferior part of 
liver. Julian attempted to draw the deadly 
he eapon from his ſide ; but his fingers were cut 


a om his horſe. His guards flew to his relief; 

Mm ® the wounded emperor was gently raiſed from 
e ground, and conveyed out of the tumult of 
ar- e battle into an adjacent tent. The report of 
pid ; the be melancholy event paſſed from rank to rank; 

nc: hat the grief of the Romans infpired them with 


@vincible valour, and the deſire of revenge. 


> pru · 3 | 
0 e total darkneſs of the night. The Perſians 
lol 


ative, 
derive 


Tu- 


Nini declinaret. Ammian. xxv. g. 


Without armour ; and conjured him to decline 


by the ſharpneſs of the ſteel, and he fell ſenſeleſs 


ITbe bloody and obſtinate conflict was maintain- 
by the two armies till they were ſeparated by 


crived ſome honour from the advantage which 
ey obtained 2gainft the left wing, where Ana- 
Vor. V. N tolius, 


| (93) Clamabant. hinc indo candidata (ſee . note of Vadeſius) quos 
Viecerat terror, ut fugientium molem tanquam ruinam male compoſit ĩ 
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tolius, maſter of the offices, was lain, and the 
prefect Salluſt very narrowly eſcaped. But the 
event of the day was adverſe to the Barbarians, 
They abandoned the field ; their two generals, 


Meranes, and Nohordates (94), fifty nobles or 


ſatraps, and a multitude of their braveſt ſoldiers: 
and the ſucceſs of the Romans, if Julian had ſur. 
vived, might have been improved into a deciſiye 
J LS OT 
Ĩ᷑ be firſt words that Julian uttered, after his 
recovery from the fainting fit, into which he had 
The death been thrown by loſs of blood, were expreſſive of 
of Julian, his martial ſpirit. He called for his horſe and 
net arms, and was impatient to ruſh into the battle 
His remaining ſtrength was exhauſted by the 
painful effort; and the ſurgeons, who examined 
his wound, diſcovered the {ſymptoms of ap- 
. \ | 

proaching death. He employed the awful mo. 
ments with the firm temper of a hero and: 
ſage; the philoſophers who had accompanied 
im in this fatal expedition, compared the tent 
of Julian with the priſon of Socrates ; and the 
ſpectators, whom. duty, or friendſhip, or curic- 
hy: had aſſembled round his couch, liſtened 
with reſpectful grief to the funeral oration of ther 
dying emperor (95). * Friends and felloy- 
_ ©. ſoldiers, the ſeaſonable period of my depar- 
< ture is now arrived, and I diſcharge, with the 
„ cheerfulneſs of a ready debtor, the demand 
d of nature. I have learned from philoſophy, 
440 Sapor himſelf declared to the Romans, that it was his pradii 
to comfort the families of his deceaſed ſatraps, by ſending them, u! 
| Preſent, the heads of the guards and officers who had not fallen by ths 

maſter's ſide, Libanius, de nece Julian, uſciſ. c. xiii. p. 163. 
(95) The character and ſituation of Julian might countenance the ſul 
picion, that he had previouſly compoſed the elaborate oration, wbich 
Ammianus heard, and has tranſcribed. The verſion of the Abbe del 


Bleterie is faithful and elegant. I have followed him in exprefling be 
Platonic idea of emanat ions, which is darkly inſinuated in the original 
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| © how much the ſoul is more excellent than the 
body; and that the ſeparation of the nobler 


* on, that an early death has often been the re- 
yard of piety (96); and I accept, as a favour 
of the gods, the mortal ſtroke, that ſecures me 
from the danger of diſgracing a character, 
* which has hitherto been ſupported by virtue 


0 and fortitude. I die without remorle, as I 
( have lived without guilt. I am pleaſed to re- 
f effect on the innocence of my private life; and 
d I can affirm with confidence, that the ſupreme 


d © immaculate. Deteſting the corrupt and de- 
b. WE © ficuftive maxims of deſpotiſm, I have conſi- 
o. © dered the happineſs of the people as the end of 
| : WE © government. Submitting my actions to the 
id laws of prudence, of juſtice, and of moderati- 


| I expoſed my perſon to the dangers of war, 
* with the clear fore-knowledge (which I had 


© a tyrant, by the ſecret dagger of conſpiracy, 
* or by the flow tortures of lingering diſeaſe. 


(96) Herodotus (1. i. c. 31.) has diſplayed that doftrine in an agreeable 
tale, Yet the Jupiter (in the :6th book of the Iliad), who laments 
vith tears of blood the death of Sarpedon his ſon, had a very imperfect 
uon of happineſs or glory beyond the grave, 3 


+ ſubſtance, ſhould be the ſubject of joy, rather 
** than of affliction, I have learned from religi- 


authority, that emanation of the Divine Po-] - 
er, has been preſerved in my hands pure and 


on, I have truſted the event to the care of 
Providence. Peace was the object of my 
© counſels, as long as peace was conſiſtent with 
the public welfare; but when the imperious 
voice of my country ſummoned me to arms, 


acquired from the art of divination) that I was 
* deſtined to fall by the (word. I now offer my 
tribute of gratitude to the Eternal Being, who 
has not ſuffered me to periſh by the cruelty of 
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„ He has given me, in the midſt of an honour; 
„ ple career, a ſplendid and glorious departure 
„from this world; and I hold it equally abſurd, 


WY 
4 


„ tempted to ſay; but my ſtrength fails me, 
lj 
„ tjouſly refrain from any word that may tend tg 


_** emperor. My choice might be imprudent, o 
8 


| 6 the perſon whom I ſhould recommend. | 
* ſhall only, as a good citizen, expreſs my 
hopes, that the Romans may be bleſſed with 


a firm and gentle tone of voice, he diſtribute, 
a military teſtament (97), the remains of his pf. 
vate fortune; and making ſome enquiry whj 


the anſwer of Salluſt, the Anatolius was kill! 


the immoderate grief of the ſpectators, and col. 


the fate of a prince, who in a few moment 


lian entered into a metaphyſical argument wit 


and Monteſquieu (Eſprit des Loix, l. xxvii.), 


A 


equally baſe, to ſolicit, or to decline, th: 
ſtroke of fate. Thus much I have at 


* 


* 


and I feel the approach of death.—I ſhall cay. 
„influence your ſuffrages in the election of a 


„ injudicious ; and if it ſhould not be ratified by 
“ the conſent of the army, it might be fatal t 


„ the government of a virtuous ſovereign. 
After this diſcourſe, which Julian pronounced | 


Anatolius was not preſent, he underſtood, fron 


and bewailed, with amiable inconſiſtency, 1: 
loſs of his friend. At the ſame time he reprove 


ured them not to drſgrace, by unmanly tear, 


would be united with heaven, and with th 
ſtars (98). The ſpectators were ſilent; and [i 


the 


(97) The ſoldiers who made their verbal, or nuncupatory, teſtameſi 
upon actual ſervice (in procinctũ) were exempted from the ſorma lies i 
the Roman law. See Heineccius (Antiquit. Jur. Roman. tom. i. p. 304 


(98) This union of the human ſoul with the divine ætherial ſubſe 


ol che univerſe, is the ancient do@trine of Pythagoras and Plato ; du Rn 
feems to-exclude any perſonal or conſeious immortality. See Warburt0 We, — 
learned agd rational obſervations, Divine Legation, vol, ii. p. 199216 al 


the philoſaphers Priſcus and Maximus, on the 
| nature of the ſoul. The efforts which he made, 
of mind, as well as body, moſt probably haſten- 
ed his death. His wound began to bleed with by 
| freſh violence; his reſpiration was embarraſſed _ =_ 
by the ſwelling of the veins: he called for a . 
| draught of cold water, and, as ſoon as he had N 
| drank it, expired without pain, about the hour of _— 
midnight. Such was the end of that extraordi- — } 
E nary man, in the thirty-ſecand year of his age, 
after a reign of one year and about eight months, 
© from the death of Conſtantius. In his laſt mo- 
ments he diſplayed, perhaps with ſome oftenta- 
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ö ton, the love of virtue and of fame, which had 
„been the ruling paſſions of his life (99. 
. The triumph of Chriſtianity, and the calami-pjeaion of 25 
ies of the empire, may in ſome meaſure, be 8 ik 
oh Wcribed to Julian himſelf, who had neglected to A. D. z6;, 7 


3 ecure the future execution of his deſigns, by the June 27. 


wh M0 . 9 0 . » | 8 
ws Wimely and judicious nomination of an aſſociate 


a ſucceſſor. But the royal race of Conſtantius 


u; 


\ 
Ut 


ved 

"1. ih the purple the moſt worthy among the Ra- 

em uns, he was diverted from his reſolution by the | 
} 


nents = 3 bo keg 1 
ür e fear of ingratitude, and the natural preſump- 


dir Jon of health, of youth, and of proſperity, His 


wit . 5 ; 
| mm & and without an heir, in a ſtate of perplexity 


ane, ears, had never been experienced, fince the 


nalities 0 election 
1. p. 20% . F | . Mes 7 | : 

| (99) The whole relation of the death of Julian is given by Ammianus 1 IN F i 
ſublizat 3.) an intelligent ſpectator. Libanius, who turns with horror from | Nn 


fo z bu i e ſeene, has ſupplied ſome circumſtances (Orat. Parental c. 136 140. 
alert, [359—362.). The calumnies of Gregory, and the legends of more re- 
ee 5 ſaints, may now be /ilently deſpiſed. — | 5 


1 


election of Diocletian. In a government, which 
had almoſt forgotten the diſtinction of pure and 

noble blood, the ſuperiority of birth was of little 
moment; the claims of official rank were acci- 


might aſpire to aſcend the vacant throne, could 


nal merit, or by the hopes of popular favour, 
But the ſituation of a famiſhed army, encompal- 


ſurpriſed and perplexed by his refuſal, ſhev 
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dental and precarious; and the candidates, who 


be ſupported only by the conſciouſnels of perſo- 


| ſed on all ſides by an hoſt of Barbarians, ſhorten- af 
ed the mements of grief and deliberation. In tha 
this ſcene of terror and diſtreſs, the body of the of 
| deceaſed prince, according to his own directions, cla 
was decently embalmed; and, at the dawn of Wi wh 
day, the generals convened a military ſenate, 1 ml 
which the commanders of the legions, and the ay” 
officers, both of cavalry and infantry, were in- hat 
vited to aſſiſt. Three or four hours of the night e 
had not paſſed away without ſome ſecret cabals; 1 
and when the election of an emperor was pro- * 
poſed, the ſpirit of faction began to agitate tie ue 
_ aſſembly. Victor and Arinthæus collected tte ek 
remains of the court of Conſtantius; the friends uy 
of Julian attached themſelves to the Gallic chics, Wi . 
Dagalaiphus and Nevitta; and the moſt fat 4 
cConlequences might be apprehended from th: Wi © 
_ diſcord of two factions, ſo oppoſite in their cha- 
racter and intereſt, in their maxims of govern 2 
ment, and perhaps in their religious principles dt 
The ſuperior virtues of Salluſt could alone recon Wi ** va 
dile their diviſions, and unite their ſuffrages; nl op 
the venerable præfect would immediately hare Fes 
been declared the ſucceſſor of Julian, if he hin WP tne « 
ſelf, with ſincere and modeſt firmneſs, had nd ble 
alleged his age and infirmities, ſo unequal to tht Wi ;...” , 
weight of the diadem, The generals, who wen ge, 


_ fone 
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an inferior officer (100), that they ſhould act as 
peror ; that they ſhould exert their abilities to 
and, if they were fortunate enough to reach the 


on of a lawful ſovereign. While they debated, 
Ja few voices ſaluted Jovian, who was no more 


8 | than firſt (101) of the domeſtics, with the names 
i of Emperor and Auguſtus. The tumultuary ac- 


& who ſurrounded the tent, and paſſed, in a few 
minutes, to the extremities of the line. The 


E received an oath of fidelity from the generals, 
vhoſe favour and protection he ſo lately ſolicited. 
W joyed, in honourable retirement, the fruit of his 


rate ſtation, the ſon indulged his taſte for wine 
and women; yet he ſupported, with credit, the 


ples, modeſt and judicious hiltorian deſcribes the ſcene of the ns at which 
con | ke was undoubtedly preſent (xxv. 5. | 
and (101) The primus, or primicerius, enjoyed the dignity of a 8 and 
To though only a tribune, he ranked with the military dukes. Cod. Theo- 


colan, J. vi. tit. xxiv. Theſe nee are as more recent than the 


him- time of Jovian. 
J not (102) The eccleſiaſtical hiſtorians, Socrates (I. iii. c. 22. ), Sozomen (I. 
0 the | vi. e. 3.), and Theodoret (I. iv. c. 1.), aſcribe to Jovian the merit of a con- 


| ſome diſpoſition to adopt the ſalutary advice of 
they would have acted in the abſence of the em- 
extricate the army from the preſent diſtreſs, 


confines of Meſopotamia, they ſhould proceed 
| with united and deliberate counſels in the electi- 


clamation was inſtantly repeated by the guards 


new prince, aſtoniſhed with his own fortune, was 
J dai mveſted with the Imperial ornaments, and 


The ſtrongeſt recommendation of Jovian was 
the merit of his father, Count Varronian, who en- 


© long ſervices. In the obſcure freedom of a pri- 8 


ö character of a Chriſtian (102) and a ſoldier. 
Without | 


(ioo) Honoratior aliquis miles; ; perhaps Ammianus himſelf The ; 


ſeſſor under the preceding reign; and piouſly ſuppoſe, that he refuſed the 


in ple, till the Whole n unanimouſly exclaimed that they were Chriſ- 
tians. | 
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Without being conſpicuous for any of the anl;. anc 

tious qualifications which excite the admiration wh 

and envy of mankind, the comely perſon of J. gu! 

vian, his cheerful temper, and familiar wit, had thr 

gained the affection of his ſellow-ſoldiers; and wh 

the generals of both parties acquieſced in a Popu- his 

lar election, which had not been conducted b) do. 

the arts of their enemies. The pride of this un. the 

expected elevation was moderated by the juſt ap the 

prehenſion, that the ſame day might terminate by 

the life and reign of the new emperor. Th: Fer 
Preſſing voice of neceſſity was obeyed without de- mei 
lay; and the firſt orders iſſued by Jovian, a fey ing 
| Hours after his predeceſſor had expired, were ts WR nt 
[ - proſecute a march, which could alone extricate the Tie 
Romans from their actual diſtreſs (103). | pho 
Danger and "The efteem of an enemy is moſt ſincerely ex- ans, 
dificulty of preſſed by his fears; and the degree of fear may BM cam 

the retreat. ö 2 | I Dt e Er F 

de accurately meaſured by the joy with which be ce] 
Junez7th=celebrates his deliverance. The welcome neus arch 
| Jah nk. of the death of Julian, which a deſerter reveal! gie 
: to the camp of Sapor, inſpired the deſponding BF Pen 
, monarch with a ſudden confidence of victory, WF Fiz 
He immediately detached the royal cavalry, per ful « 
q haps the ten thouſand mortals (104), to ſecond ceed 
; bs 3 BT byt 
| 5 arm: 
tians. Ammianus, calmly purſuing his narrative, overthrows the legen ous | 

hy a ſingle ſentence. Hoſtiis pro Joviano extiſque inſpectis, pronyntiaturs near 

elt, &c. xxv. 6. „%%% ets | | | 

_ (103) Ammianus (xxv. 10.) has drawn from the liſe an impartial por 

trait of Jovian: ta which the younger Victor has added ſame remarkable biel 


ſtrokes. The Abbe de la Bleterie (Hiſtoire de Jovien, tons. i. p. 1-238 

has compoſed an elabarate hiſtory of his ſhort reign 3 a work rema! kablj 

diſtinguiſhed by elegance of ſtyle, critical. diſquiſition, and religious pie. 

_ (104) Regius equitatus. It appears from Procopius, that the Imo. 

tals, ſo famous under Cyrus and his ſucceſſors, were revived, if we m4? 

3 Om improper word, by the Saflanides. Briſſan de Regung Perfco, 
268, &c, | e 5 | 


nor can 
has den 
the ban 
et le T 
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| and ſupport the purſuit; and diſcharged the 
| whole weight of his united forces on the rear- 
guard of the Romans. The rear-guard was 


thrown into diſorder ; the renowned legions, 


| which derived their titles from Diocletian, and 

his warlike colleague, were broke and trampled - 
down by the elephants; and three tribunes loſt 

| their lives in attempting to ſtop the flight of 

their ſoldiers. The battle was at length reſtored 

| by the perſevering valour of the Romans; the 

| Perſians. were repulſed with a great ſlaughter of 
men and elephants ; and the army, after march- 
ing and fighting a long ſummer's day, arrived, 

in the evening, at Samara on the banks of the 


Tigris, about one hundred miles above Cteſi- 


phon (105). On the enſuing day, the Barbari- 
ans, inſtead of haraſſing the march, attacked the 
| camp, of Jovian; which had been ſeated in a 
deep and ſequeſtered valley. From the hills, the 
archers of Perſia inſulted and annoyed the wearied 
kgionaries; and a body of cavalry, which had 
| penetrated with deſperate courage through the 
Prætorian gate, was cut in pieces, after a doubt- 


ful conflict, near the Imperial tent. In the ſuc- 


ceeding night, the camp of Carche was protected 

by the lofty dykes of the river; and the Roman 
army, though inceſſantly expoſed to the vexati- 
| ous purſuit of the Saracens, pitched their tents 
near the city of Dura (106), four days w_ the 

„„ death 


ließ) The obſcure villages of the inland country are irrecoverably loſt, 


nor can we name the field of battle where Julian fell: but M. d' Anvitle 
bas demonſtrated the preciſe {it uation of Sumere, Carche, and Dura, along 

the banks of the Tigris (Geographie Ancienne, tom. ii. p. 248. 'Euphrate 

et le Tigre, p. 98. 97.). In the ninth century, Sumere, or Samara, be- 

came, with a flight change of name, the royal reſidence of the Khalifs of 


the houſe of Abbas. „ $2 | 
(106) Dura was a fortified place in the wars of Antiochus againſt the 


tebels of Media and Perſia (Polybius, l. v. e. 48. 52. p. 348. 952, edit, Ca - 
aubon, in 8 vo.). Ys | | 
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death of Julian. The Tigris was ſtill on the; 


fondly perſuaded themſelves, that the frontier, 
of the empire were not far diſtant, requeſted thei 


| hazard the paſſage of the river. With the aſj(. 
tance of his wiſeſt officers, Jovian endeavoured t 
| Check their raſnneſs; by repreſenting, that if 


the torrent of a deep and rapid ſtream, 1he 

would only deliver themſelves naked and de- 
fenceleſs to the Barbarians, who had occupied 
the oppoſite banks. Yielding at length to thei 


luctance, that five hundred Gauls and Germans, 
accuſtomed from their infancy to the waters of 
the Rhine and Danube, ſhould attempt the bold 
adventure, which might ſerve either as an encou- 
ragement, or as a warning, for the reſt of th: 
army. In the ſilence of the night, they ſwan 
the Tigris, ſurpriſed an unguarded poſt of th: 
enemy, and diſplayed at the dawn of day th: 
 fignal of their reſolution and fortune. The ſuc- 
cels of this trial diſpoſed the emperor to liſten to 


conſtruct a floating bridge of the inflated ſkins of 
' ſheep, oxen, and goats, covered with a floor ol 
| earth and faſcines (107). Two important days 


mans, who already endured the miſeries of i 
mine, caſt a look of deſpair on the Tigris, and 


| (107) A fimilar expedient was propoſed to the leaders of the ten thov 


It appears, from our modern travellers, that rafts floating on bladders pet: | 
form the trade and navigation of the Tigris. | i 
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left; their hopes and proviſions were almoſt con- 
ſumed ; and the impatient ſoldiers, who had 


new ſovereign, that they might be permitted to 


they poſſeſſed ſufficient ſkill and vigour to ften 


clamorous importunities, he conſented, with re- 


the promiſes of his architects, who propoſed to 


were ſpent in the ineffectual labour; and the Ro- 


upon the Barbarians; whoſe numbers and ob- 
18 pets ha 138 8 


ſand, and wiſely rejected. Xenophon, Anabaſis, I. iii. p. 255, 256, 257 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 187 
ſtinancy increaſed with the diſtreſs of the Impe- 
nal army (108). 3 5 54 
In this hopeleſs ſituation, the fainting ſpirits of negotiation 
| the Romans were revived by the ſound of peace. and treaty of 
| The tranſient preſumption of Sapor had vaniſh-""*_ 
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o ed: he obſerved, with ſerious concern, that, in July. Oy, 
we repetition of doubtful combats, he had loſt 5 
o iss moſt faithful and intrepid nobles, his braveſt 5 1 
! | troops, and the greateſt part of his train of .- 


elephants: and the experienced monarch feared 
to provoke the reſiſtance of deſpair, the viciſſi- 
tudes of fortune, and the unexhauſted powers of 


PPP 
"aw; 2 4 2 ns . * "I 


d WW the Roman empire; which might ſoon advance 

«ll WS to relieve, or to revenge, the ſucceſſor of Julian. 
The Surenas himſelf, accompanied by another 
% WS fatrap, appeared in the camp of Jovian (109); 

= declared, that the clemency of his ſovereign 
Loss not averſe to ſignify the conditions, on 
JU which he would conſent to ſpare and to diſmiſs 
in: Wi | the Czar, with the relics of his captive army. 
il The hopes of ſafety ſubdued the firmneſs of the 
e Romans; the emperor was compelled, by the 
tn: advice of his council, and the cries of the ſoldiers, 
ue. Wa to embrace the offer of peace; and the prefect. 
% BE Salluſt was immediately ſent, with the general 
1 Arinthæus, to underſtand the pleaſure of the 
> © WE Great King. The crafty Perſian delayed, under 
0 various pretences, the concluſion of the agree- 
went; ſtarted difficulties, required explanations, 
oy 5 e ſuggeſted 
and (108) The firſt military acts of the reign of Jovian are related by Am- 
Ob- | mianus (xxv. 6.), Libanius (Orat. Parent. &. 146. p. 364. ), and Zoſimus 


ne 5. 189, 190, 191.) . Though we may diltruſt the fairneſs of Li- 


/ | banius, the ocular teſtimony of Eutropius (uno a Perſis atque altero prœlio 8 11 
: | vietus, x. 19.) muſt incline us to ſuſpeQ, that Ammianus has been too jea- 
= Jous of the honour of the Roman arms. = : {es Tons } 
5 8 


(109) Sextus Rufus (dc Provinciis, c. 29.) embraces 2 poor ſubterfuge | 
« national vanity, Tanta reverentia nominis Romani ſuit, ut a Perſis 
fFrimus de pace ſermo haberetur. | | | . 


Tigris, which had been ceded by the grandfather 


ſuggeſted expedients, receded from his conceſj. 
ons, encreaſed his demands, and waſted fon 
days in the arts of negociation, till he had con. 
ſumed the ſtock of proviſions which yet remain. 


been capable of executing a bold and prudent 
| meaſure, he would have continued his march 
with unremitting diligence ; the progreſs of the 
treaty would have ſuſpended the attacks of the 
| Barbarians; and, before the expiration of the 
fourth day, he might have ſafely reached th, 
 Fruitful province of Corduenne, at the diſtance 
only of one hundred miles (110). The irreſo- 
lute emperor, inftead of breaking through the 
toils of the enemy, expected his fate with patient 


_ ditions of peace, which it was no longer in his 


He acquired, by a fingle article, the impregnable 
city of Niſibis; which had ſuſtained, in three 
ſucceſſive ſieges, the effort of his arms. Singara, 
and the caſtle of the Moors one of the ſtrongeſt 
places of Meſopotamia, were likewiſe diſmem- 


indulgence, that the inhabitants of thoſe for- 
treſſes were permitted to retire with their effects, 


Romans ſhould for ever abandon the king and 
kingdom of Armenia. A peace, or rather a 
long truce, of thirty years, was ſtipulated be. 


* (110 It is pre ſumptuous to controvert the opinion of Ammianus, a ol 


_ ef the Tigris and the great Zab: or how an army of ſixty thoufand men 
could march one hundred miles in four das. 
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ed in the camp of the Romans. Had Jovian 


reſignation; and accepted the humiliating con. 
Dower to refule. The five provinces beyond the 


of Sapor, were reſtored to the Perſian monarchy. 


bered from the empire. It was conſidered as an 


but the conqueror rigorouſly inſiſted, that the 


tweet. 


dier and a ſpectator. Vet it is difficult to underſtand, how the mountains 
of Corduene could extend over the plain of Aſſyria, as low as the conflux 


* 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 
ween the hoſtile nations; the faith of the treaty : 
. s ratified by ſolemn oaths, and religious cere- 


Jof the conditions (111). 


1 


he bad ſtretched as far as the Euphrates the claims 
eco his ambition, he might have been ſecure, ſays 
c WW Libanius, of not meeting with a refuſal, If he 
0 had fixed, as the boundary of Perſia, the Orontes, 


can Boſphorus, flatterers would not have been 
Evanting in the court of Jovian to convince the 


ns amid monarch, that his remaining provinces 
le E would ſtill afford the moſt ample gratifications 
Net Ef power and luxury (112). Without adopting 
. Ein its full force this malicious inſinuation, we 


ambition of Jovian. The obſcure domeſtic, ex- 
Jaltled to the throne by fortune, rather than by 


monies; and hoſtages of diſtinguiſhed tank were 
(reciprocally delivered to ſecure the performance . 


ie Cydnus, the Sangarius, or even the Thra- 


muſt acknowledge, that the concluſion of ſo i ig- 
nominious a treaty was facilitated by the private 
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| The ſophiſt of Antioch, who ſaw with indig- The weak- 
nation the ſceptre of his hero in the feeble hand ae . 
Jof a Chriſtian ſucceſſor, profeſſes to admire the vt 
moderation of Sapor, in contenting himſelf with 


ſo ſmall a portion of the Roman empire. If he 


the + 


inert, was impatient to eſcape from the hands 
e the Perſians; that he might prevent the de- 
15 | s of Procopius, who commanded the army 
* of Meſopotamia, and eſtabliſn his doubtful reign 

0 over the i oF and provinces, which were ſtill 
5 F q'gnorant of the and and tumultuous choice of 
Cell | (19) The 9 of Das is recorded with nut inliquation by l- Ne 


bis peace neceſſariam quidem ſed ignobilem, 
(112) — Orat, Parent. c. 143. . 364, 365. 


minus (xxy, 7-), Libanius (Orat. Parent. c. 142. p. 364), Zoſmaus (l. in, 
N 190. 191.), Gregory Nazianzen {Orat. iv. p. 11), 143, who iraputes 
de diſtreſs to Julian, the deliverance to Jovian) z 3 and Eutropius (x. 17.). 

© The laſt mentioned writer, who was preſent in a military lations _m 
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the camp beyond the Tigris (113). In the A 
neighbourhood of the ſame river, at no ve emp 
conſiderable diſtance from the fatal ſtation g cam 
Dura (1 14), the ten thouſand Greeks, withot h 1 
generals, or guides, or proviſions, were aban. WW mit! 
doned, above twelve hundred miles from their vas 
native country, to the reſentment of a victorios But 
monarch. The difference of their conduct ad tern 
| ſucceſs depended much more on their charadet r 
than on their ſituation. Inſtead of tamely . don 
ſigning themſelves to the ſecret deliberations ani Mi cen. 
private views of a ſingle perſon, the united cou. ma 
cils of the Greeks were inſpired by the generou WM (pe 
_ enthuſiaſm of a popular aflembly : where th: Wi ſuff 
mind of each citizen is filled with the love be 
glory, the pride of freedom, and the contempt Wh whi 

of death. Conſcious of their ſuperiority ove: the 
the Barbarians in arms and diſcipline, they d. Ib 
| dained to yield, they refuſed to capitulae; es 
every obſtacle was ſurmounted by their pa- cel 

ence, courage, and military ſkill; and the me s. 
morable retreat of the ten thouſand expoſed WF and 
_ and. inſulted the weakneſs of the Perſian mo: ww 
: narchy 0 1 at 

*r 

kin 

1 Conditionibus . . . diſpendioſis 8 . impoſtk. 4 alte 

$4: cupidior regni 3 gloriz Jovianus imperio rudis adquievit. 80. . the 

tus Ruſus de Provinciis, c. 29. La Bleterie has expreſſed, in a long dire WE we 
oration, theſe ſpecious conſiderations of 5 and private intereſt (Hi. « BW 

| Jovien, tom. i. p. 39, &c.). I wh 

(114) The generals were murdered on the banks of the Zabatui (An {tre 

* baſis, I. ii. p. 156. l. iii, p. 226.), or great Zab, a river of Aſſyria, 499 3 elt) 

ſeet broad, which falls into the Tigris fourtcen hours below Mod. WE an 

The error of the Greeks beſtowed on the great and leſſer Zab the names d J | 
the Wolf (Lycus), and the Goat (Capros). "0 created theſe animals' | 

attend the Tyger of the Eaſt. 

(115) The Cyrepedia is vague and anni he PEW s aku 01 

tial and animated. Such is the eternal difference between fiction nt WWE ſlipy 

truth. | | faith! 


| doyb 
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As the price of his diſgraceful conceſſions, the g. ontinues 
emperor might perhaps have ſtipulated, that Oe rerret 0 
camp of the hungry Romans ſhould be plentiful- “““. 

Ih ſupplied (116); and that they ſhould be per- 

E mitted to paſs the Tigris on the bridge which 

vas conſtructed by the hands of the Perſians. 

But, if Jovian preſumed to ſolicit thoſe equitable 
terms, they were ſternly refuſed by the haughty 
rant of the Eaſt; whoſe clemency had par- 
doned the invaders of his country. The Sara- 

cens ſometimes intercepted the ſtragglers of the 
march; but the generals and troops of Sapor re- 
ſpected the ceſlation of arms; and Jovian was 

E {uffered to explore the molt convenient place for 

the paſſage of the river. The ſmall veſſels, 
Which had been ſaved from the conflagration of 

E the fleet, performed the moſt eſſential ſervice. — 
They firſt conveyed the emperor and his favour- — 
ies; and afterwards tranſported, in many ſuc 
ceſſive voyages, a great part of the army. But, 
Jas every man was anxious for his perſonal ſafety, 
and apprehenſive of being left on the hoſtile 
ſhore, the ſoldiers, who were too impatient to 
wait the flow return of the boats, boldly ven- 
3 tured themſelves on light hurdles, or inflated 
ſkins; and, drawing after them their horſes, 

E attempted, with various ſucceſs, to ſwim acroſs 
be river, Many of theſe daring adventurers 
p vere ſwallowed by the waves; many others, 
obo were carried along by the violence of the 
ſtream, fell an eaſy prey to the avarice, or cru- 
3 elty, of the wild Arabs ; and the loſs which the 
amy ſuſtained in the paſſage.of the Tigris, was 


” m— bY . C * . 8 dam. S "— 
a : _> * n OE — — : * 2 EXT "= 2 2x 
; "we Ret r 8 22 7 a * * n > - . OE 
hp PESTS 8 3 LAI : : ap oa 3 = D MY. SH CES p 4 — 22 3 — 1 — p 
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mſtantis 


y {116) According to Rufinus, an immediate ſupply of proviſions was . . os 47 
tion 4 wal 


4 ſtipulated by the treaty ; and Theodoret affirms, that the obligation was 
4 faithfully diſcharged by the Perſians. Such a fact is probable, but un- 
| Gubtedly falſe. See Tillemont, Hiſt. des Empereurs, tom, iv. p. 702, 
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not inferior to the carnage of a day of battle 
As foon as the Romans had landed on the weſt. 


ern bank, they were delivered from the hoftil 


purſuit of the Barbarians; but, in a laboriqug 


march of two hundred miles over the plains uf 
Meſopotamia, they endured the laſt extremitie; 
of thirſt and hunger. They were obliged t, 

' traverſe a ſandy deſert, which, in the extent of 
ſeventy miles, did not afford a fingle blade of 

| ſweet graſs, nor a ſingle ſpring of freſh water, 
and the reſt of the inhoſpitable waſte was untrod 
by the footfteps either of friends or enemies. 
Whenever a ſmall meaſure of flour could be 
diſcovered in the camp, twenty pounds weight 
were preedily purchaſed with ten. pieces of 
gold (117) : the beaſts of burden were flangh- 

| tered and devoured ; and the defert was ſtrewed 


with the arms and baggage of the Roman ſol- 


diers, whoſe tattered garments and meagre 
Countenances diſplayed their paſt ſufferings, and 
actual mifery. A ſmall convoy of provilions 
advanced to meet the army as far as the caſtle of 
Ur; and the ſupply was the more grateful, ſince 
it declared the fidelity of Sebaſtian and Procopius, 

At Thilſapatha (118), the emperor moſt gra- 


Ciouſly 


(r17) We may recolle& ſome lines of Lucan (Pharſal. iv. g;.), be 


deſcribes a ſimilar diſtreſs of Czſar's army in Spain: 
Sava fames aderat——— , „„ 5 
Miles eget: toto cenſũ non prodigus emit 


Exiguam Cererem. Proh lucri pallida tabes! 


Non deeſt prolato jejunus venditor aur. | 
See Guichardt (Nouveaux Memoires Militaires, tom. i, p. 379—382)) 
His Analyſis of the two Campaigns in Spain and Africa, is the noble! 

monument that has ever been raiſed to the fame of Cæſar. | 
___ (11$) M. d'Anville (fee his Maps, and I'Euphrate et le Tigre, p. 9% 
93.) traces their march, and aſſigus the true poſitiop of Hatra, Ur, and 

Thilſapatha, which Ammianus has mentioned. He does not complain o 

ie Samiel, the deadly hot wind, which Thevenot (Voyages, part ii. || 


7 


p. 792.) fo much dreaded. 
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and the remains of a once flouriſhing army at 


- Niſibis. The meſſengers of Jovian had already 
.c proclaimed, in the language of flattery, his elec- 
» tion, his treaty, and his return; and the new 
to q prince had taken | the moſt effectual meaſures to. 
We cure the allegiance of the armies and provinces 
of Europe; by placing the military command in 
„ be khands of thoſe officers, who, from motives 
8 intereſt, or inclination, would firmly ſupport the 
« auſe of their benefactor (119.) = 
be The friends of Julian had confidently an-y,,.,_ 
„ ounced the ſucceſs of his expedition. They en-clamour 
> Etertained a fond perſuaſion, that the temples of 3 of 
„. be gods would be enriched with the ſpoils of the pee. 
4 ast, that Perſia would be reduced to the hum- 
cl. We fate of a tributary province, governed by 
ore the laws and magiſtrates of Rome; that the Bar- 
ing berians would adopt the dreſs, and manners, 
ons and language, of their conquerors ; and that the 
- of outh of Ecbatana and Sula would ſtudy the art 
ne Wo! thetoric under Grecian maſters (120). The 
ins ooogreſs of the arms of Julian interrupted his 
1. Won munication with the empire; and, from the 
lr ment he had paſſed the Tigris, his affection- 
Re ſubjects were ignorant of the fate and for- 
vis eines of their prince. Their contemplation of 
acied triumphs was diſturbed by the melan- 
cho rumour of his death; and they perſiſted 
$0 doubt, after they could no longer deny, the 
2, ES RT Eo 
noble lig) The retreat of Jovian is deſeribed by An ien . 9. 
Lbanius (Orat, Parent. c. 143. P. 368. ), and Zoſimus (1. iii. p. 194.). 
F a i (120) Libanjus, Orat. Parent. c. 145. P. 366. Such were the natura! 
hai 6 g Pes and wiſhes of a rhetoriclan. | | | 


i. l.. 


ciouſly received the generals of Meſopotamia ; 


length repoſed themſelves under the walls of 
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| truth of that fatal event (121). The meſſenger, 
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of Jovian promulgated the ſpecious tale of, pre 
ie mag and neceflary peace: the voice of fame | 
ouder and more fincere, revealed the diſgrace Wi of 
the emperor, and the conditions of the ignom;. ma 
nious treaty. The minds of the people wer the 
filled with aftoniſhment and grief, with indig. WW (cx! 
nation and terror, when they were informed, bes 
that the unworthy ſucceſſor of Julian relinquiſh the 
the five provinces, which had been acquired h b! 
the victory of Galerius; and that he ſhameful, per 
ſurrendered to the Barbarians the important cit wit 
of Niſibis, the firmeſt bulwark of the province; bie 
of the Eaſt (122). The deep and dangerow Wi the 
queſtion, how far the public ſafety, was fre; Wi but 
agitated in popular converſation ; and ſom Wi the 
hopes were entertained, that the emperor wol diſp 
redeem his puſillanimous behaviour by a ſplendid ore: 
act of patriotic perfidy. The inflexible (pirit o RF © 
the Roman ſenate had always diſclaimed the m- Fin 
equal conditions which were extorted from th: 8 i" 
diſtreſs of her captive armies ; and, if it ver e 
neceſlary to ſatisfy the national honour, by d ©") 
_ hvering the guilty general into the hands of the all 
Barbarians, the greateſt part of the ſubjectz «i Mk 
Se „ Jovani fle 
| (x24) The people of Carrhæ, a city devoted to Paganiſm, buried ti: WA lage 
inauſpicious meſſenger under a pile of ſtones (Zoſimus, |. 1i1. p. 196.) requ 
IL.ibanius, when he received the fatal intelligence, caſt his eye on 1 their 
ſword : but he recollected that Plato had condemned ſuicide, and that E at 
muſt live to compole the panegyric of Julian (Libanius de Vita ſua, u., tec 
li. p. 45, 46.). - 0 )) - ns the f 
(122) Ammianus and Eutropius may be admitted as fair and cred 
witneſſes of the public language and opinions. The people of Anticca 
reviled an ignominious peace, which expoſed them to the Perſians, 0 8 {12 a 
naked and defenceleſs frontier (Excerpt. Valenſia, p. 845. ex Jene N * hy 
Antiocheno.), V 5 ̃ 3 0 ) 
| | | Pound t. 
bor alje; 


| fever fo 
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„ WE Jovian would have cheerfully acquieſoed in the 
; WT precedent of ancient times (193), _ - 
e But the emperor, whatever might be the Ijmits jo. ian eva · 
of ; of his conſtitutional authority, was the abſolute p a 1 
"i. WF maſter of the laws and arms of the ſtate; and orestbefve 
erde fame motives which had forced him to fub- Povieres to. 
„Lie, now preſſed him to execute, the treaty of 
- peace. He was impatient to ſecure an empire at 
ebe <xpence of a few provinces z and the reſpect- Auguſt. 
b: able names af religion and honour concealed the 
al; perſonal fears and the ambition of Jovian. Not- 
in WS ithſtanding the dutiful ſolicitations of the inha- 
\c«: biants, decency, as well as prudence, forbade 
ide emperor to lodge in the palace of Niſibis; 
een but the next morning after his arrival, Bineſes, 
W the ambaſſador of Perſia, entered the place, 
de played from the citadel the ſtandard of the 
t eat King, and proclaimed, in his name, the 
e cruel alternative of exile or ſervitude. The 
u. Principal citizens of Niſibis, who, till that fatal 
moment, had confided in the protection of their 
wer bovereign, threw themſelves at his feet. They 
04: MK <2 ured him not to abandon, or, at leaſt, not to 
e deliver, a faithful colony to the rage of a Bar- 
n boerian tyrant, exaſperated by the three ſucceſſive 
in eſeats, which he had experienced under the walls 


1 of Niſibis. They till poſſeſſed arms and cou- 


age 10 repel the invaders of their country: they 
196.) Ly 


{ 1equelted only the permiſſion of uſing them in 
F their own defence; and, as ſoon as they had aſ- 
| (crted their independence, they ſhould implore 
| the favour of being again admitted into the rank. 2 


> on A 
that be 
a, 10, 


credbe 
Antioc | | 
e on! | | V . | | 

0 | (123) The Abbe de la Bleterie (Hiſt. de Jovien, tom. 1. p, 212— 
% though a ſevere caſuiſt, has pronounced that Joyian was not 
bund to execute his promiſe 3 ſince he could not diſmember 1he empire, 
bor alienate, without their conſent, the allegiance of his people. I have 
ver found much delight or inſtruction in fuck political metaphyſies. 


ſoar 


196 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


of his ſubjects. Their arguments, their el. 
quence, their tears were ineffectual. Jovian al- 


leged, with ſome confuſion, the ſanctity of oaths, 
and, as the reluctance with which He accepted 


the preſent of a crown of gold, convinced the 
citizens of their hopeleſs condition, the advocate 
Sylvanus was provoked to exclaim, 1 Empe- 


_ ** ror! may you thus be crowned by all the cities 


of your dominions !” Jovian, who in a fey 


weeks had aſſumed the habits of a prince (124), 


was diſpleaſed with freedom, and offended with 
truth: and as he reaſonably ſuppoſed, that the 


oF diſcontent of the people might incline them 90 


ſubmit to the Perſian government, he publiſhed 


an edict, under pain of death, that they ſhould 


leave the city within the term of three days. 
Ammianus has delineated in lively colours the 
ſcene of univerſal deſpair which he ſeems to hatt 
viewed with an eye of compaſſion (125). The 


martial youth deſerted, with indignant grief, 
the walls which they had ſo gloriouſly defended. 


the diſconſolate mourner dropt a laſt tear over 
the tomb of a ſon or huſband, which muſt ſoon 


be profaned by the rude hand of a Barbaria 


maſter ; and the aged citizen kiſſed the treſhol(d, 
and clung to the doors, of the houſe, where 1 
had paſſed the cheerful and careleſs hours of in- 


fancy. The highways were crowded with : 
trembling multitude : the diſtinctions of rank, 


and ſex, and age, were loſt in the general cal: 


mity. Every one ſtrove to bear away ſome frag 


ment from the wreck of his fortunes; and a0 
h ther 


(124) At Niſibis he performed a royal act. A brave officer, his nam: 
ſake, who had been thought worthy of the purple, was dragged fron 
ſupper, thrown into a well, and ſtoned to death, without any form d 
trial or evidence of guilt. Ammian. xxv. 8. 


(285) See xxv, 9. and Zoſimus, |. iii. p. 194, 195. 
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| they could not command the immediate ſervice of 2 
| an adequate number of horſes or waggons, they 
| were obliged to leave behind them the greateſt 1 
part of their valuable effects. The ſavage in- — 
ſenſibility of Jovian appears to have aggravated f 
dhe hardſhips of theſe unhappy fugitives. They 
| were ſeated, however, in a new- built quarter of 
| Amida ; and that riſing city, with the reinforce- 
| ment of a very conſiderable colony, foon reco- 
vered its former ſplendour, and became the ca- 
| pital of Meſopotamia (126). Similar orders 
| vere diſpatched by the emperor for the evacua- 
| tion of Singara and the caſtle of the Moors; 
and for the reſtitution of the five provinces be. 
| yond the Tigris. Sapor enjoyed the glory and 
the fruits of his victory; and this ignominious 
peace has juſtly been conſidered asa memorable 
zra in the decline and fall of the Roman empire. 
The predeceſſors of Jovian had ſometimes re- 
linquiſhed the dominion of diſtant and unprofi- 
| table provinces : but, ſince the foundation of 
| thecity, the genius of Rome, the god Terminus, 
| who guarded the boundaries of the republic, had = 
never retired before the {word of a victorious 
enemy (127). — 
After . had performed thoſe engage-Refleciions 
ments, which the voice of his people might have“ thedeath, 
tempted him to violate, he haſtened away from 
| the ſcene of his diſgrace, and proceeded with _ 
| his whole court to enjoy the luxury of * 
och 


* (129 Chron. Paſchal, p. * The "Tecteſaftical Notte way be 
| conſulted, 

27) Zoſimus, J. iii. p. 192, 193+ | Sextuz Rufus de \"Provinclis; 8. 
29. Auguſtin de Civitat. Dei, |, iv. e. 29. This e . muſt 
de apvlied and interpreted with ſome caution. 
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Do the church. The Chriſtians applauded, in lofty 
and ambiguous ſtrains, 


e 


bcloved hero in the rank of thoſe 
worſhip he had reſtored ; while the invectives of 
the Chrftiang purſued the ſoul of the apoſtate to 
hell, and his body to the grave (130). 

ty lamented the approaching ruin of their altars; 


over the guilty 
ledged, that the death of the tyrant, at the in- 
FRY b expired beyond the Niers was revealed 


| dak, et vino Venerique indulgens. 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


Without conſulting the dictates 9 
religious zeal, he was prompted by humanity 


and gratitude, to beſtow the laſt honours on th 
remains of his deceaſed 8 (129) : and 
Procopius, who ſincerely bewailed the loſs of 


yy kinfman, was removed from the command of 
t 


e army, under the decent pretence of conduct. 
ing the Funeral. 
ported from Niſibis to Tartus, in a ſlow march 


The corple of Julian was tranſ: 


of fifteen days; and, as it paſſed through the 


cities of the Eaſt, was ſaluted by the hoſtile fac- 


tions, with mournful lamentations and elamor- 


ous inſults. The Pagans already placed their 


gods whoſe 


e other celebrated the marvellous deliverance of 


the ſtroke of divine 
vengeance, which had been ſo long ſuſpended 
head of Julian, They acknov- 


0 


(128) Ammianus, xxv. * Zofmus, J. ini. p. 196. He might be 
But T agree with La Bleterie (tom, 
i. p. 148154), in rejecting the fooliſh report of a B. cchanalian rio! 


tap Suidam) celebrated at- Antioch, oy. the emperor, his wv te, and a 


troop of concubines. 


; (1 29) The Abbe de la 11 ny i. p- 186, 1 handſomely ex 
: poſes the brutal bigotry of Baronius, who would babe thrown 8 to 


the dogs, ne ceſpititia quidem ſepultura dignus. 


(130) Compare the ſophiſt and the faint (Libanivs, Mood. tom. i. 


p. 251. and Orat. Parent. c. 146. p. 367. c. 156. p. 377. With Creg0'y 
he Orat. iv. p. 125—132.), The Chriſtian orator faintly 
mutteis ſome exhortations to modeſty and forgiveneſs ; but he is well 
ſatisfied, that the real ſufferings of Japan will far excced the fabuloy3 


| terments of N or Tantalus. 1 


f \ 


One par- 


(Lib 
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15 10 the ſaints of Egypt, Syria, and Cappado- 
da (131); and, inſtead of ſuffering him to fall 


al or immortal champion of the faith (132). 


bad inſtigated and directed the fanaticiſm of a 


fact or argument; and we can only eſteem the 


ö cl and — aſs of his friend (s 39). 


f thefe viſions, | Sbroe ſaint ar angel was obſerved to be abſent in the night 
3 on 2 ſecret expedition, Ec. | l 


1 ly ſupprefſed by the prefident Couſin. 

zz) Immediately after the death of aliens an uncertain, rumour was 
; the Perſian camp; and the Romans were reproached as the affaflins of 
1 ciſiye proof, that no Perſian had appeared to claim the promiſed reward 
3 (Liban. Orat. Parent. c. 141. p. 363.). But the fly ing horſeman, who 
= Carted: the fatal javelin, might be ignorant ef its, efteR ; or he might be 
N picion; 
f (134) Os 71G rah nee To, g aur a 2521. This 
| dick and ambiguous ex preſſion may point to Athanaſius, the firſt, without 
| La Bleterie, Hitt; de jovien, tom. i. p. 179, 


ſcatters ſuſpicions; demands an inquiry, and inſinuates, that proots might 


| es of revenging! Julia s death, 


by the Perſian darts, their indiſeretion aſcribed 
the heroic deed to the obſcure hand of ſome mor- 


uch imprudent declarations were eagerly adopted 
by the malice, or credulity, of their adverſa- | 
nes (123); who darkly inſinuated, or confi- 
dently afſerted, that the governors of the church 


| domeſtic aſſaſſin (134). Above ſixteen years 
| after the death of Julian, the charge was ſo- 
E lemnly and vehemently urged, in a public ora- 

| tion, addreſſed by Libanius to the emperor 
Theodoſius. His ſufpicions are unſupported by 


| generous zeal of the ſopluſt of Antioch, for the 


N 
(131) Tillemont (Hiſt. des Empereark:t totn. iv. p. 2 has collected | 


E (132) Sozomen (1. vi. 2 ) applauds the Greek aodtrige of (yr annicide; Fo 
l but Fl whole paſſage, Which a Jeſun e have ee is 1 - 
laattered, telo cecidiile Romano. It was carried, by ſome deſerters, to 


q the emperor by Sapor and his ſubjects (Ammian. xxv. 6, Libanius de 
1 veiſcend3 Juliani nece, c. xili. p. 162, 163.). It was urged, as a de- 


| 4rival, of the Chriftian clergy, (Labanius, de ulciſ. Ju. nece, C. 5: P- 149. 5 
(133) The Orator (Fabricius, Bibliot. Gre. tom. vii. p. 143179 * 


il be obtained. He aſcribes the ſucceſs of the Hunz to the criminal 
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1 lain in the fame wan. Ammianus neither "AM. nor . a ſuſ- 9 


: 2nd funeral 
of Julian. 
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It was the ancient cuſtom in the funerals, 45 


well as in the triumphs, of the Romans, that the * 
voice of praiſe ſhould be corrected by that of ry 
fatire and ridicule; and, that in the midit of the | req 
ſplendid pageants, which diſplayed the glory a | mi 
tze living or of the dead, their imperfections ace 
ſmhould not be concealed from the eyes of ſe i bol 
world (136). This cuſtom was practiſed in the ha 
funeral of Julian. The comedians, who reſent- gel 
ed his contempt and averſion for the theatre, e- me 
hibited, with the applauſe of a Chriſtian aud. i pris 
ence, the lively and exaggerated repreſentation am 
of the faults and follies of the deceaſed emperor, i 
His various character and fingular manners af. WW 60 
forded an ample ſcope for pleaſantry and ridi- n 
cule (137). In the exerciſe of his uncommon Wi 15 
talents, he often deſcended below the majeſty Vier 
of his rank. Alexander was transformed into ann 
& Sterr 


Diogenes ; the philoſopher was degraded into a 

prieſt, The purity of his virtue was ſullied by 
exceſſive vanity ; his ſuperſtition diſturbed the 
peace, and endangered the ſafety, of a mighty em- 
pire; and his irregular ſalhes were the leſs intit- 
ed to indulgence, as they appeared to be the labo- 
rious efforts of art, or even of affectation. The re- 
mains of Julian were interred at Tarſus in Cilicia 
but his ſtately tomb, which aroſe in that city, on 

the bane of the cold and. limpid Cydnus (138), 


frugal emperor, anxiouſly inquired how much it coſt=-Four-ſcore thouſand 
pounds (centies)—Give me the tenth part of the ſum, and throw my boiy 
into the Tyber. Sueton. in | Rk c. 19. with the notes of Caſaubon 
and Gronovius. 


= pew ridicule to the funeral honours of Conſtantius, whole body was chaunl- 
ed over mount Taurus by a choir of angels. 


Was 


(1360 At the funeral of Veſpaſia ian, the comedian who perſonsted that 


(137) Gregory (Orat. ix iv. p. 119. 120.) compares his Cuppoſed ignominy 


(138) Quintus Curtius, 1. ii. c. 4. The 8 of his deſcription! 
has been often cenſured. Vet it was almoſt the duty of the hiſtorian to de: 
er ibe a river, whoſe waters had nearly proved fatabto Alexander. 
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s | was diſpleaſing to the faith ul friends, who loved 

lc and revered the memory of that extraordina- 
of ry man. The philoſopher expreſſed a very. 
ic WE reaſonable wiſh, that the diſciple of Plato a 
of might have repoſed amidſt the groves of tge 
ns WF academy (139): while the ſoldier exclaimed in 
de WF bolder accents, that the aſhes of Julian ſhould 
be have been mingled with thoſe of Czfar, in the 
u. feld of Mars, and among the antient monu- 
ments of Roman virtue (140). The hiſtory of 
d. piinces does not very frequently renew the ex- 
on ample of a ſimilar competition. 

or, - FF 
af J 639) Libagius, den Parent. . 186 p. 377 Yet he acknow!edges with 
- W eratitude the liberality of the two royal brothers in decorating the tomb of 

Julian (de ulciſ. Jul. nece, c 7. p. 152.). 

Jon | (140) Cujus ſuprema et cineres, ſi qui tunc juſts confoleret, nen 88 : 
ſy E videre deberet, quamvis gratiſſimus amnis et liquidus : ſed ad perpetuan- 
nto eam gloriam recte factorum præterlambere Tiberis, interſecans urbem 
04 © zternam, dvorumque veterum monuments LE Ammian. 

: ur. 10. HS LT : 
the 
em- 

tit. 
bo- 
fe- 
cla; 

, ON 

38) 

Was 
ed that 
ouſand 
y body | | ESR 
\ſaubon | a 
nominy 
chaunt- 


riptions 


n tode- | | 18 C H A P. 
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CHAP: NXV; 


De Government and Death of Jovian.— Elecli if 
Valentinian, who aſſociates his Brother Valens, and 
makes the final Diviſion of the Eaſtern and Weſter: 
Empires. Revolt of Procopius.Qvil and Er. 
cleſiaſtical Adminiſt ration. —Germany. — Britain, — 
Africa. —The Baſt -The Danube.—Death of V4 
lentinian. His two Sons, Gratian and Valentina 
II., ſucceed to the Weſtern Empire, 


F FIG Di ONT 2" rn YER AE 236 22 "==" 2 
N . + 4 * x, . 8 

n Ae _ - 8 

kl 


IT « 


ESE BELT eo WW 


| State of the © ; H E death of Julian had left the public 
Church, affairs of the empire in a very doubtful 
* p. 363. and dangerous ſituation. The Roman army 

| was ſaved by an inglorious, perhaps a neceſlary, 
treaty (1); and the firſt moments of peace were 

_ conſecrated by the pious Jovian to reſtore the 
domeſtic tranquillity of the church and ſtate, 

The indiſcretion of his predeceſſor, inſtead of re- 

conciling, had artfully fomented the religious 

war: and the balance which he affected to pre- 

ſerve between the hoſtile factions, ſerved only to 
perpetuate the « conteſt, by the viciſſitudes f 

hope and fear, by the rival claims of ancient 
poſſeſſion and actual favour, The Chriſtians 

had forgotten the ſpirit of the Goſpel ; and tht 

Pagans had imbibed the ſpirit of the church. 
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5 (1) The medals of Jovian adorn him with victories, ed crowns, ans 
Proſtrate captives Ducange, Famil. Byzantin. p. 52. PFlattery is a Locle 


ſoicide: The deftroys herſelf with her own hands. 
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venge : the majeſty of the laws was violated or 


of as he marched from Niſibis to Antioch, the 
banner of the Croſs, the LABARUM of Con- 
2 Whuntine, which was again diſplayed at the head 
E. Wet the legions, announced to the people the faith 
5 of their new emperor. As ſoon as he aſcended 
e throne, he tranſmitted a circular epiſtle to 
Lai 


feſſed the divine truth, and fecured the legal 


my Inidious edicts of Julian were aboliſhed ; the ec- 


tful 


e diftrets of the times obliged him to diminiſh | 
e meaſure of charitable diſtributions (2). The 
gh Chriſtians were unanimous in the loud and ſin- 
my 2 applauſe which they beſtowed on the pious 
Fe. cceſſor of Julian. But they were ſtill ignorant, 
Fon What creed, or what ſynod, he would chuſe for 
|. e ſtandard of orthodoxy ; and the peace of 
5 „church immediately revived thoſe eager diſ- 
e which had been faſpended during the ſea- 
dem en & perſecution. The epiſcopal leaders or 
Fans e contending ſects, convinced, from experi- 
I the i , 
urch 


lations, p. 329. Sozomen, I. vi. c. 3). The new law which con- 
Imned the rape or marriage of nuns (Cod. Theod. J. ix. tit. xxv. leg. 2.) 
chggerated by Sozomen; who ſuppoſes, that an amorous glance, the 
itery of the heart, was puniſhed with death by the evangelic legil- 


„ 


in private families, the ſentiments of nature were 
extinguiſhed by the blind fury of zeal and re- 
abuled; the cities of the Eaſt were ſtained with 
bod; and the moſt implacable of the Romans 
ere in the boſon of their country. Jovian was 
educated in the profeſſion of Chriſtianity ; and 


all the governors of provinces : in which he con- 
efabliſhment, of the Chriſtian religion. The 


Klelaſtical immunities were reſtored and enlarg- 
ed; and Jovian condeſcended to lament, that 


| (2 Jovian reſlored to the church Toy Nc 00peey ; a forcible and 
mprehenfive exprefſion (Philoſtorgius, l. viii. c. 5. with Godefroy's Dif- 
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ence, how much their fate would depend on tl 
earlieſt impreſſions that were made on the mind 
of an untutored ſoldier, haſtened to the court gf 
Edeſſa, or Antioch. The highways of the Ef 
were crowded with Homoouſian, and Arian, and 

| Semi-Arian, and Eunomian biſhops, who ſtrug: 
gled to out- ſtrip each other in the holy race: the 
apartments of the palace reſounded with the 
clamours; and the ears of the prince were a. 
faulted, and perhaps aſtoniſhed, by the {ingulz 
mixture of metaphyſical argument and paſſo- 
nate invective (3). The moderation of Jovian, 
Who recommended concord and charity, and re 
ferred the diſputants to the ſentence of a future 
council, was interpreted as a {ſymptom of indi 
ference : but his attachment to the Nicen: 
creed was at length diſcovered and declared, 
by the reverence which he expreſſed for ti: 
celeſtial (4) virtues of the great Athanaſus 
The intrepid veteran of the faith, at tt 
age of ſeventy, had iſſued from his retreat 
on the firſt intelligence of the tyrant's deal. 
The acclamations of the people ſeated hin 
once more on the archiepiſcopal throne ani 
he wiſely accepted, or anticipated, the invitt 
tion of Jovian. The venerable figure of Ather 
naſius, his calm courage, and inſinuating eb. 
quence, ſuſtained the reputation which he hal 
already acquired in the courts of four ol 


(8) Compare Socrates, |. ili. c. 28. and Philoſtorgius, l. viii. c. 6. vt 
__ Godefroy's Diſſertations, p. 330. GEES nt | 1 
(4) The word cele/tial faintly expreſſes the impious and extra" 
fllattery of the emperor to the archbiſhop, 71s Tg9g Toy Otoy 7 080 
exc04w74ws; (See the original epiſtie in Athanaſius, tom. ii. p. 33-): Gr 
gory Nazianzen (Orat: xxi. p. 392.) celebrates the friendſhip of Jovianmn 
Athanaſius. The primate's journey was adyiſed by the Egyptian Mon 
(Tinemont, Mem. Ecceſ. tom. viii. p. 221+). e 
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ive princes (5). As ſoon as he had gained the 
| confidence, and ſecured the faith, of the Chriſ- 
tan emperor, he returned in triumph to his 
dioceſe, and continued, with mature counſels, 
and undiminiſhed vigour, to direct, ten years 


an WW longer (6), the eccleſiaſtical government of Alex- 
ug: WW :ndria, Egypt, and the Catholic church. Before 
the bis departure from Antioch, he aſſured ſovian 


that his orthodox devotion. would be rewarded _ 

E with a long and peaceful reign. Athanaſius 

bad reaſon to hope, that he ſhould be allowed 

either the merit of a ſucceſsful prediction, or 

the excuſe - of a grateful; though ineffectual, 

prayer (7 2 LD 
| The fone force, when it is applied to aſſiſt forian pro- 
and guide the natural deſcent of its object, ope-claims uni- 
ntes with irreſiſtible weight; and Jovian had 8 
good fortune to embrace the religious opinions 

E which were ſupported by the ſpirit of the times, 

and the zeal and numbers of the moſt powerful ; 


[ect (8). Under his Nen, Chriſtianiry obtained 


ature 
ndif- 
cene 
ared, 
Ir the 
als, 
Wh 


Etreal an Fi 
death | ny 
| hn (s) AthanaGus, at the court of Antioch, is 3 repreſetited by La 

EZ | Bleterie (Hiſt, de Jovien, tom. 1. p. 121—148.): he tranſlates the ſingu- 
; M kr and original conferences of the emperor, the primate of Egypt, and the 


invite 
Atha- 
tu e10- 
he hid 
loc 


live 


| Arian deputies. The Abbe is not ſatisfied with the coaiſe pleaſantry of 
Jovian; but his partiality for Athanaſius aſſumes, in His eyes, the charac- 
ter of juſtice. 

(6) The true æta of Vis Ab is perplexed with fm difficulties (rü. | 
lemont, Mem. Eccleſ, tom. viii. p. 719—723) But the date (A. D. 
E 373, May 2.), which ſeems the molt conſiſtent with hiſtory and reaſcn, 
s 1 by his authentic life (Maffei Oſſervazioni Letterarie, tom. lit, 
| |. By | | 
(7) See the Auen, of Valeſius ad Jortin (Remarks on Eccleſi- 
ea! Hittory, vol. iv. p. 38) on the original letter of Athanaſius; which 

| s preſerved by Theodoret (I. iv. c. 3.). In ſome MSS. this indiſcreet 
promiſe is omitted; perhaps by, the LOO, Jealons of che Noche 


E. 6, W 


extravages 


1 Fu fame of their leader. 

33-} * (8) Athanaſius (apud Tee | iv. c. 3. ) agate the number of 
2 1 the orthodox, who compoſed the whole world, ages ON WY ey T% 
ati 


| Aten 1 This aſſertion was verified in the ſpace of thirty or 
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verably in the duſt, In many cities, the temple 


to ſhave their beards, and dilguife their profeſſ. 
on; and the Chriſtians rejoiced, that they were 
nov in a condition to forgive, gr to revenge, the 
injuries which they had ſuffered under the pre. 
ceding reign (9). The conſternation of the 


puniſh the ſacrilegious rites of magic, his ſub- 
jects might exerciſe, with freedom and ſafety, 
the ceremonies of the ancient worſhip, The 
memory of this law has been preferved by th: 


nate of Conſtantinople to expreſs their loyal de- 
votion for the new emperor. Themiſtius expz- 
tiates on the clemency of the Divine Nature, the 


and the independence of the mind; and, with 
ſome eloquence, inculcates the principles of phi 
loſophical toleration; whoſe aid Superſtition her 
ſelf, in the hour of her diſtreſs, is not aſhame! 


cent changes, both religions had been alternate) 
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an eaſy and laſting victory and as ſoon as the 
ſmile of royal patronage was withdrawn, the ge. 


nius of paganiſm, which had been fondly raiſed 
and cheriſhed by the arts of Julian, ſunk irreco- 


were ſhut or deſerted ; the philoſophers, who had 
abuſed their tranſient favour, thought it prudent 


Pagan world was diſpelled by a wile and graci- 
ous edict of toleration ; in which Jovian expl- 


citly declared, that although he ſhould ſeverely 


orator Themiſtius, who was deputed by the ſe. 


facility of human error, the rights of conſcience, 


to implore. He juſtly obſerves, that in the rc 


diſgraced by the feeming acquifition of worthlels 0 
proſelytes, of thoſe votaries of the reigning put: The 
6 ple, who could pals, without a reaſon, and wü. | 2 
out a bluſh, from the church to the temple, and Wi b 
ß dE rk „ from cg 
(0) Socrates, I. iii. c. 24. Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. iv. p. 1300 am 
and Libanius (Orat. Parentalis, e. 148. p. 3694), expreſs then 4 4s 

| ; 


ſentiments of their reſpective faction. 
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from the altars of Jupiter to the ſacred table of 
ie. 1 „ 
In the ſpace of ſeven months, the Roman His progres = = 
troops, who were now returned to Antioch, had c . 
perkormed a march of fifteen hundred miles; a. D. 363, 
| in which they had endured all the hardſhips of 9 
| war, of famine, and of climate. Notwith- 
ſanding their ſervices, their fatigues, ang the 
approach of winter, the timid and impatient 
Jovian allowed only, to the men and horſes, a 
| reſpite of {1x weeks. The emperor could not 

faken the indiſcreet and malicious raillery of the 
people of Antioch (11). He was impatient to 
poſleſs the palace of Conſtantinople ; and to 
| prevent the ambition of ſome competitor, who 
| might occupy the vacant allegiance of Europe. 
| But he ſoon received the grateful intelligence, 
| that his authority was acknowledged from the 
| Thracian Boſphorus to the Atlantic ocean. By 
| the firſt letters which he diſpatched from the 
camp of Meſopotamia, he had delegated: the 
| military command of Gaul and Illyricum to 
| Malarich, a brave and faithful officer of the 
| nation of the Franks; and to his father-in-law, 
count Lucillian, who had formerly diſtinguiſhed 
bis courage and conduct in the defence of Niſibis. 
| Malarich had declined an office to which he 
thought himſelf unequal ; and Lucillian was 
1 85 N | maſſacred 


| (19) Themiſtius, Orat. v. p. 63—71. edit, Harduin. Paris, 1684. 
The Abbe de la Bleterie judicioufly remarks (Hiſt. de Jovien, tom. i. p. 
| 199.), that Sozomen has forgot the general toleration ; and Themiſtius, 
the eſtabliſhment of the Catholic religion. Each of them turned away 
"om the object which he diſliked ; and wiſhed to ſuppreſs the part of the 
| £17, the leaft honourable, in his opinion, to the emperor Jovian. 
(11) 0: & Ari, £% Heeg NeuE % Te05 avrov: * A £740 - 

; *4TT0v QEUTEU wu; xc. Tapes, xæ i T015G K&S 5Y015 Or et Tz | 
| (famsfic Iibellis ). Johan. Antiechen. in Excerpt. Valeſian. p. 845. The 
bels of Antioch may be admitted on very light evidence. _ 
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| maſſacred at Rheims, in an accidental mutiny of 
the Batavian cohorts (12). But the moderation 
of Jovinus, maſter-general of the cavalry, who 
forgave the intention of his diſgrace, ſoon ap- 
peaſed the tumult, and confirmed the uncertain 
minds of the ſoldiers. The oath of fidelity was 
adminiſtered, and taken, with loyal acclama. 
tions; and the deputies of the Weſtern ar- 
mies (13) ſaluted their new ſovereign as he de. 
ſcended from Mount Taurus to the city of Tyan, 
in Cappadocia, From Tyana he continued his 
haſty march to Ancrya, capital of the province 
of Galatia ; where Jovian aſſumed, with his in- 
fant ſon, the name and enſigns of the conſul- 
| A. D. 364. {NIP (14). Dandaſtana (15), an obſcure town, 
January 1. almoſt at an equal diſtance between Ancrya and 
Nice, was marked for the fatal term of his jour: 
ney and his life. After indulging himſelf with 

a plentiful, perhaps an intemperate ſupper, he 
reetired to reſt; and the next morning the em- 
Deathof peror Jovian was found dead in his bed. The 
Tebrusryiy. Cauſe of this ſudden death was variouſly under- 
ſiſſtood. By ſome it was aſcribed to the conſe- 
quences of an indigeſtion, occaſioned either Y 

| 7 9 ; the 


(12) Compare Ammianus (xxv. 10.), who omits the name of the 
Batavians, with Zoſimus (I. iii. p. 197.), who removes the ſcene of 
action from Rheims to Sirmium. V 

(13) Quos capita ſcholarum ordo caſtrenſis appellat. Ammian. M,. 
% d nu „ 
(14) Cujus vagitus, pertinaciter reluctantis, ne in curuli {1/3 vehcre!vt 
ex more, id quod mox accidit protendebat. Auguſtus, and his ſucceſſors, 
reſpectfully ſolicited a diſpenſation of age for the ſons or nephews, vi 
they raiſed to the conſulſhip. But the curule chair of the firſt Brutus"! 
never been diſhonoured by an infant. %%% uanaph 
15 (15) The Itinerary of Antoninus fixes Dadaſtana 125 Roman mils 
from Nice; 117 from Ancyra (Weſſeling, Itinerar. p. 142). The 
_ pilgrim of Bourdeaux, by omitting ſome ſtages, reduces the whole f 
from 242 to 181 miles. Weſſelirg, p. 574. | 
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muſhrooms, which he had ſwallowed in the 
| evening. According to others, he was ſuffocat- 


7 
his 
nce 
in- 
ſul- 
wn, 


and tio, the daughter of count Lucillian ; who ſtill 


wept the recent death of her father, and was 


rt haftening to dry her tears in the embraces of an 
1. Imperial huſband, Her diſappointment and 
em. gief were embittered by the anxiety of mater- 
The aul tenderneſs. Six weeks before the death of 
der- Jovian, his infant ſon had been placed in the 
ne. cuule chair, adorned with the title of Nobl:fji- 
c by e, and the vain enſigns of the conſulſhip. 


ne Vaconſcious of his fortune, the royal youth, 


» of the 
ſcene of 


an emperor, Sixteen years afterwards he was 


an, MI. 


ehcrel vt 


e 


ucceſſos, 
55 Wa 
rotus 


hour, 
| (16) See Ammianus (xxv. 10.), Eutropius (x. 18.) who might 
ikewiſe be preſent , Jerom (tom. i. p. 26. ad Heliodc:um), Oroſius 
fal. 31), Sozomen (I. vi. c. 6.), Zoſimus (I. iii. p. 197, 198.), and 


an mik 

J. Ide 

zole pt Rent 2. 5 A : 
and we ſhall not diſcuſs minute differences. | 

(7) Ammianus, unmindful of his uſual candour and good ſenſe, 

compares the death of the harmleſs Jovian to that of the ſecond Afri- 


he quantity of the wine, or the quality of be 


ed in his ſleep by the vapour of charcoal; which 
extracted from the walls of the apartment the 
uawholetome moiſture of the freſh plaiſter (16). 
But the want of a regular enquiry into the death 
of a prince, whole reign and perſon were ſoon 
forgotten, appears to have been the only cir- 
cumſtance which countenanced the malicious 
whiſpers of poiſon and domeſtic guilt (17). 
The body of Jovian was ſent to Conſtantinople, 

| to be interred with his predeceſſors ; and the fad 

| proceſſion was met on the road by his wife Cha- 


who, from his grandfather, aſſumed the name 
of Varronian, was reminded only by the jea- 
louſy of the government, that he was the ſon of 


{Hill alive, but he had already been deprived of 
[an eye; and his afflicted mother expected, every 


Zonaras (tom. ij. I. xiii. p- 28, 29-). We cannot expe a per fect agree - 


duus, Who had excited the fears and reſentment of the popular faction. J 
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bins that the innocent victim would be torn 
from her arms, to appeaſe, with his blood, the 
ſuſpicions of the reigning prince (18). 
— Vacancy of After the death of Jovian, the throne of the 


the th 
3 2 Roman world remained ten days (19) without a 
26. maſter. The miniſters and generals till contj- 


nued to meet in council; to exerciſe their fe- 
ſpective functions; to maintain the public order; 
and peaceably to conduct the army to the city of 
Nice, in Bithynia, which was choſen for the 
place of the election (20). In a ſolemn aſſen- 
| bly of the civil and military powers of the em. 
pire, the diadem was again unanimouſly offered 
to the præfect Salluſt. He enjoyed the glory of 
a ſecond refuſal ; and when the virtues of the 
father were alleged in favour of his ſon, the 
præſect, with the firmneſs of a diſintereſted 
patriot, declared to the electors, that the ſeeble 
age of the one, and the unexperienced youth of 
the other, were equally incapable of the laborious 
duties of enen Several candidates were 


Propoſed: 


= — — , e 
3 . ‚ » 8 Wie eee Way r 
= — — k P I 1 — - 4 2 
X * A 5 8 * 7 — — F * 5 1 * 
F r Ar- * 1 5 lo 3x * 
* n . Wy 2 1 3 1. rn Ip 
Ks * ** - * . 


* * 
n 2 " * 
r I WE 4, Ra 
ö bk ev - 


n 


(18) Chryſoſtom, tom. i. p. 336, 344. edit. Wiebe The 
_ Chriltian orator attempts to Flle a widow by the examples of illut- 
trious misfortunes; and obſerves, that of nine emperors (including (lt 
Cæſar Gallus), who had reigned in his time, only two (Conſtantine and | 
9985 Conſtantius) died a natural death. Such vague contolations have neve! 
_ Wiped away a ſingle tear. 
__ (19) Ten days appear ſcarcely ſofficient for the march and eleQion 
But it may be obſer ved: 1. That the generals might command the ei. 
pdeditious uſe of the publie poſts for themſelves, their attendants, 20d 
meſſengers. 2. That the troops, for the eaſe of the cities, marched 
many diviſions; and that the head of the column ont arrive at Nice) 
| When the rear halted at Ancyra. 5 
(ao) Ammianus, xxvi. 1. Zofimns, E ili. p. wi PhiloNlorgius, | 
viii. c. 8. and Godefroy, Niflertat. p. 334. Philoſtorgius, who appt" 
to have obtained ſome curious and authentic intelligence. aſcribe the 
choice of Valentinian to the pretect Salluſt, the maſter-general Arinthens 
Dagalaiphus, count of the domeſtics, and the Patrician Datianus, \ wholt 


preſſing eee from Ancyra | had a weighty influence in lt 
election, „ Es 
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propoſed : and, after weighing the objections of 
character or ſituation, they were ſucceſſively re- 

ected: but, as ſoon as the name of Valentinian 

as pronounced, the merit of that officer united 

hte (uffrages of the whole aſſembly, and obtain- 


nti- d the ſincere approbation of Salluſt himſelf. 
te- alentinian (21) was the ſon of count Gratian, a glegion and 
er; tive of Cibalis, in Pannonia, who, from an charadder of 
# ge . . 1 Valentiaian, 
y of cure condition, had raiſed himſelf, by match- 


{x ſtrength and dexterity, to the military com- 


the 
| bands of Africa and Britain; from which he 


em- 


em- tired, with an ample fortune and ſuſpicious in- 
ered Neerty. The rank and ſervices of Gratian con- 

y of ibated, however, to ſmooth the firſt ſteps of 
the e promotion of his ſon ; and afforded him an 
the ey opportunity of diſplaying thoſe ſolid and 
fied Neal qualifications, which raiſed his character 
ble Noe the ordinary level of his fellow-ſoldiers. 

th of ie perſon of Valentinian was tall, graceful, 
rious ed majeſtic. His manly countenance, deeply 
were WWarked with the impreſſion of ſenſe and ſpirit, 


ed; pired his friends with awe, and his enemies 
fear: and, to ſecond the efforts of his un- 
tunted courage, the ſon of Gratian had inhe- 
ed the advantages of a ſtrong and healthy 
biſtitution, By the habits of chaſtity and tem- 
france, which reſtrain the appetites, and invi- 
mate the faculties, Valentiman preſerved his 


The 
of illub- 
ing the 
tine aud 
ye never 


[ion | | OR... | it : 
en, and the public, eſteem. The avocations 
"ts, a military life had diverted his youth from 
irched in 


e elegant purſuits of literature; he was 1gno- _ 

nt of the Greek language, and the arts of 

toric ; but as the mind of the orator was ne- 
5 0 a: F 


at Nice, 


1s, | 
| appears 
ribes ie 
rintheus 


Wy 1) Ammianus (xxx. 7. 9.), and the younger Victor, have furniſhed 
8 WHO. | 


kertrait of Valentinian; which naturally precedes and illuſtrates the 
ty of his reign, R e e 


© in the 
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ver diſconcerted by timid perplexity, he wx 


deliver his decided ſentiments with bold ag 
ready elocution. The laws of martial diſcipline 
were the only laws that he had ſtudied ; and he 
was ſoon diſtinguiſhed by the laborious diligens 
 andinflexible ſeverity, with which he diſcharged 
and inforced the duties of the camp. In the 
time of Julian he provoked the danger of d 
grace, by the contempt which he publicly expreſ 

_ fed for the reigning 1eligion (22); and it ſhoul 
_ ſeem, from his ſubſequent conduct, that the 
diſcreet and unſeaſonable freedom of Vale: 
tinian was the effect of military ſpirit, rathe 
than of Chriſtian zeal. He was pardoned, bo. 
ever, and ſtill employed by a prince who eſteem 
ed his merit (23): and in the various events 
the Perſian war, he improved the reputato 


the Rhine. The celerity and ſucceſs with whi 


mended him to the favour of Jovian; and toth 
| honourable command of the ſecond lol, 
company, of Targetteers, of the domeſt 


reached his quarters at Ancyra, when he wt 
unexpectedly ſummoned, without gui and 
_ without intrigue, to aſſume, in the 

FR . (22) At Antioch, where ke was obliged to attend the emperor to! 


water. (Sozomen, |. vi. c. 6. Theodoret, I. iii. c. 15.) Such fe 
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able, as often as the occaſion prompted him, 9 


which he had already acquired on the banks 
he executed an important commiſſion, recon 
guards. In the march from Antioch, he hu 


orty-thil 
„5 


temple, he ſtruck a prieſt, who had preſumed to purify him with lf 


defiance might become Valentinian ; but it could leave no room ft JS (24 
_ unworthy relation of the philoſopher Maximus, which - ſuppoſes "JR d V 
more private offence (Zoſimus, 1. iv. p. 200, 201. ). 8 

(23) Socrates, l. iv. A previous exile to Melitene, or Theb Judgra 


firſt might be poſſible), is interpoſed by Sozomen (1. vi. c. 6.) and e Macro 


 Rorgius (I. vii. c. 7. with Godefroy's Diſſertations, p. 293.) : We 
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year of his age, the abſalute government of the 


E Was Roman empire, | 1 | x 55 

M, to The invitation of the miniſters and generals at He is ac- 
| an Nice was of little moment, unleſs it were on er 
W 6rmed by the voice of the army. The aged 1 
and calluſt, who had long obſerved the irregular Febmans . 
gene fuctuations of popular aſſemblies, propoſed, un- 5 
arge er pain of death, that none of thoſe perſons, 

in de whoſe rank in the ſervice might excite a party in 

of ai their favour, ſhould appear in public, on the day 

Fu of the inauguration. Yet ſuch was the preva- 

nol 


Fence of ancient ſuperſtition, that a whole day 
vas voluntarily added to this dangerous interval, 
becauſe it happened to be the intercalation of the 
Biſſextile (24). At length, when the hour was 
ſuppoſed to be propitious, Valentinian ſhewed 
himſelf from a Jofty tribunal : the judicious 
choice was applauded ; and the new prince was 
ſolemnly inveſted with the diadem and the pur- 
ple, amidſt the acclamations of the troops, who 
were diſpoſed in martial order round the tribu- 
nal. But when he ſtretched forth his hand to 
addreſs the armed multitude, a buſy whiſper was 
accidentally ſtarted in the ranks, and inſenſibly 
ſwelled into a loud and imperious clamour, that 
te ſhould name, without delay, a colleague in 
the empire. The intrepid calmneſs of Valen- 
tinian obtained ſilence, and commanded reſpect: 
and he thus addreſſed the aſſembly ; ©* A few 
minutes ſince it was in your power, fellow- 
* ſoldiers, to have left me in the obſcurity of a 
VT 


the in- 
Valen 
rathet 
„ hoy 
ſteem 
"Ents 0 
utatio 
Inks 0 
1 Whic 
recom 
{ to th 
bool, « 
omeſt 
he hal 
he w! 
It, ant 


ty-thit 
je 


peror 101 
with luſt 
Such pub 
oom fr 1 


| (24) Ammianus, in a long, becauſe unſeaſonable, digreſſian (xxvi. 1. 


ppoſes It ind Valeſius ad locum), raſhly ſuppoſes that he underſtands an aftronomi- 
_ = cal queſtion, of which his readers are ignorant. It is treated with more_ 

heb ( Judgment and propriety by Cenſorinus {de Die Natali, c. 20.), and 

and F Macrobius (Saturnal. I. i, cap. 12—16.) The appellation of Beſſextile, 


Which marks the inauſpicious year ( Auguſtin. ad Janvarim, Epiſt. 11 9), 


vj 


is deriwed from the repeiYion of the ſixth day of the calends of March. 
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private ſtation. Judging, from the teſtimony 
<« of my palt life, that I deſerved to reign, you 
have placed me on the throne. It is now n 
„duty to conſult the ſafety and intereſt of the 

ce republic. The weight of the univerſe 
«undoubtedly too great for the hands of; 
e feeble mortal. I am conſcious of the limit 
of my abilities, and the uncertainty of my 
„ flife: and far from deciining, I am anxious 00 
& ſolicit, the aſſiſtance of a worthy colleagye, 
But, where diſcord may be fatal, the choice 
. * of a faithful friend requires mature and ſerious 
& deliberation. That deliberation ſhall be w 
< care, Let your conduct be dutiful and con- 

„ ſiſtent. | Retire to your quarters; refreſh your 
minds and bodies; and expect the ro 
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„ donative on the acceſſion of a new empe- ſell: 
tor (25). The aſtoniſhed troops, with der 
mixture of pride, of ſatisfaction, and of terror on 
cConfeſſed the voice of their maſter. Their angry gral 
clamours ſubſided into filent reverence ; and MW''P 
Voalentinian, encompaſſed with the eagles mn It 
the legions, and the various banners of the ca- 
 valry and infantry; was conducted, in warlike | 
pomp, to the palace of Nice. As he was {enſ:- jet 
ble, however, of the importance of preventing WW 
* ſome raſh declaration of the ſoldiers, he con- e 
| ſalted the aſſembly of the chiefs : and their reite! 
ſentiments were conciſely expreſſed by the ge of 

nerous freedom of Dagalaiphus, mY * Moſt exce- 
** lent prince,” ſaid that officer, if you con-, 
„ f1der only your family, you al a brother; Lf 
by; if you love the republic, look round for tte WW 

| ce 

bg ' ] 1 
EN 8 « Crt ck is full in Ammiar 6 {x2vi, a); 4 «| | . 


and ſententious in PhyYoſtorgius (l. | viii. e. 8 ). 
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e moſt deſerving of the Romans (26).” The 
emperor, Who ſuppreſſed his diſpleaſure, with- 
out altering his intention, ſlowly proceeded 


imony 
I, You 


JW my | 
of * tom Nice to Nicomedia and Conſtantinople. In And afoci- 0 
-rſe e of the ſuburbs of that capital (27), thirty e, 1 3 
of i days after his own elevation, he beſtowed the a. b. =. 
Tims ite of Auguſtus on his brother Valens; and as ch 48. 
F nn; Mile boldeſt patriots were convinced, that their 
ous t» Mſoppoſition, without being ſerviceable to their 
eagle, country, would be fatal to themſelves, the de- 
choice euaration of his abſolute will was received with 
erios ilent ſubmiſſion. Valens was now in the thirty- 
be With year of his age; but his abilities had never 
con-. been exerciſed in any employment, military or 
50er; and his character had not inſpired the 
comet vorld with any ſanguine expectations. He pol- 
ompe- I eled, however, one quality, which recom- 
vith z nended him to Valentinian, and preſerved the 
terror domeſtic peace of the empire; a devout and 
angry erateful attachment to his benefactor, whoſe | 
„ and periority, of genius, as well as, of authority, 
les of MW Valens humbly and cheerfully acknowledged in 
he ca- erery action of his life (28). 
arlike Before Valentinian divided the provinces, he xue gaat d. 
{cn WMWrcformed the adminiſtration of the empire. Allvifion of the 
-nting ranks of ſabjects, who had been injured or op- water em- 
con- Wprefled under the reign of Julian, were invited ares _ 
r rev ſupport their public accuſations. The fence” B'S 7; 
e ge. of mankind atteſted the ſpotleſs integrity of the _ 
exce|- VVV prefect 
ther , (26) Si tuos, amas, Imperator optime, habes fratrem 3 ſi Rempub- 


| lam, quzre quem veſtias. Ammian. xxvi. 4. In the diviſion of the 
empire. Valentinian retained that ſincere counſellor for himſelf 6:05,” 
| (27) In ſuburbano, Ammian. xxvi. 4. The famous Hebdomon, or field 
I > Mars, was diſtant from Conſtantinople either ſeven ſtadia, or ſeven 
| Niles, See Valeſius and his brother, ad loc. and Ducange, Conſt. I. ii, 


or the 
_ 


, condi] 
| 5. 140, 141. 172, 173 . | 5 
(28) Participem quidem legitimum poteſtatis; ſed in modum appa- 


| an morigerum: ut progrediens aperiet textus. Ammian. xxvi. 4. 
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præfect Salluſt (29); and his own preſſing (oli 


of ſome cflicers was diſtinguiſhed from the ob- Wſcrea 
_ noxious crowd; and, notwithſtanding the op- 


whole proceedings of this delicate enquiry appear 
to have been conducted with a reafonabie ſhar 
Interruption, from the ſudden illneſs of the two 
they left Conſtantinople in the beginning of th 
ſpring. In the caſtle or palace of Mediana, on 
three miles from Naiſſus, they executed the 0 


lemn and final diviſion of the Roman empire (220. 
Valentinian beſtowed on his brother the rich 


| Paſchal Chronicle, M. de Tillemont (Hiſt. des Empereurs, tom v. fi 


| (b. 82, 83.) : yet he allows, that this ſophiſt or magician, the guilty 
favourite of Julian, and the perſonal enemy of Valentinian, was (il 


as detected and refuted by Tillemont (tem. v. b. Ar. L 
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citations, that he might be permitted to retire o the 
from the buſineſs of the ſtate, were rejected by A his i! 
Valentinian with the moſt honourable expreſnot Hues 
of friendſhip and eſteem. But among the f- ]Wſnity 


vourites of the late emperor, there were many from 


who had abuſed his credulity or ſuperſtition: 


and who could no longer hope to be protected {iſmair 
either by favour or juſtice (30). The greater 


part of the miniſters of the palace, and the cou. 
governors of the provinces, were removed from 
their reſpective ſtations; yet the eminent met 


polite clamours of zeal and reſentment, the 


of wiſdom and moderation (31). The feſivit 
of a new reign received a ſhort and ſuſpicious 


princes : but as ſoon as their health was reſtored, 


pie: 
(29) Notwithſtanding the evidence of Zonarus, "WT and the 


675 ) <viſbes to diſbelie ve theſe ſtories ſi avantageuſes à un payen. 
(20) Eunapius celebrates and exaggerates the ſufferings of Maxim!" 


miſled on the payment of a ſmall fine. 
(31) The looſe aſſertions of a general diſgrace (Zofimus, . iw. 5e. 251 


(32) Ammianus, xXvi. g. 
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1 Count Julian, the mother and uncle of the apoſtate. Pucange, Fam. 
Pfauin. p. 49. 85 


| (34) The uncertain degree of alliance, or confanguinity, i 's expreſſed 1 
Ethe words 4 cognatus, conſobrinus (See Valeſius ad Ammian. 5 
Pan. z.). The mother of Procopius might be a ſiſte r of Baſilina, and 
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368. 


ſoli- prefecture of the Eaft, from the Lower Danube 

«tic o the confines of Perſia ; whilſt he reſerved for 

| by WW tis immediate government the warlike præfect- 

long MW ures of Myricum, Italy, and Gaul, fromthe extre- 

e {1 Wnity of Greece to the Caledonian rampart ; and 

nan} WM from the rampart of Caledonia, to the foot of 

ion WM Mount Atlas. The provincial adminiſtration re- 

ede naned on its former baſis ; but a double ſupply of 
eater generals and magiſtrates was required for two 
Uthe councils, and two courts : the diviſion was made 
from Nich a juſt regard to their peculiar merit and 
mert tuation, and ſeven maſter-generals were ſoon. 

e ob- Wſcreated, either of the cavalry or infantry. When 
op- this important buſineſs had been amicably tran- 

, the Wacted, Valentinian and Valens embraced for the 
ppear I laſt time. The emperor of the Weſt eſtabliſhed 
(hare lis temporary reſidence at Milan; and the em- 
tvity Neror of the Eaſt returned to Conſtantino le, to 
icious Wiſatlume the dominion of fifty provinces, o whoſe 

e two language he was totally ignorant (33). 

Lored, The tranquility of the Eaſt was ſoon diſturbed en of. 
of the by rebellion ; and the throne of Valens wagProcopins, | 
, on's WWtireatened by the daring attempts of a rival, September 
he (o- Whoſe affinity to the emperor Julian (34) was his 28. 
> (22), le merit, and had been his only crime. Pro- 

e rich [coptus had been haſtily promoted from the ob- 
Præ- ſeure 

and the (33) 8 * in general terms, fubagreſts won, ,. 
om v. f. belleis nec liberalibus ſtudiis eruditus. Ammian. xxxi. 14, The orator 
5 Tbemiſtiue, with the genuine impertinence of a Greek, wiſhed, for 
Maxim {the firſt time, to ſpeak the Latin language, the dialect of his Ong, : 
0 Ls: n 0 Aero Kreer. Orat. vi. p. 71. | | 
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ſcure ſtation of a tribune, and a notary, to the 
joint command of the army of Meſopotamia; 
the public opinion already named him as the ſuc- 
ceſſor of a prince who was deſtitute of natu;q 

| heirs; and a vain rumour was propogated by his 
friends, or his enemies, that Julian, before th: 
altar of the Moon, at Carrhæ, had privately in- 
veſted Procopius with the Imperial purple (35 
He endeavoured, by his dutiful and ſubmiſſiye 


behaviour, to diſarm the jealouſy of Jovian, r:. WF 
ſigned, without a conteſt, his military command, | 
and retired, with his wife and family, to cult. | 
vate the ample patrimony which he poſſeſſedin WW | 
the province of Cappadocia. Theſe uſeful and | 
innocent occupations were interrupted by th: WM 
appearance of an officer, with a band of ſol. WM | 
diers, who, in the name of his new ſovereign, 
Valentinian and Valens, was diſpatched to con-! 
duct the unfortunate Procopius, either to a per . 
petual priſon; or an ignominious death. Hs 
preſence of mind procured him a longer reſpite, f 
and a more ſplendid fate. Without preſuming e 
to diſpute the royal mandate, he requeſted the : 
indulgence of a few moments, to embrace his WW i 
weeping family; and, while the vigilance of hi t 
guards was relaxed by a plentiful entertainment, 
he dexterouſly eſcaped to the ſea- coaſt of the r 
Euxine, from whence he paſſed over to ile r 
country of Boſphorus. In that ſequeſtered region t 
he remained many months, expoſed to the hand-. 
ſhips of exile, of ſolitude, and of want; h Wi \ 
melancholy temper brooding over his misfor- Wi 
i 2 | : 1 | tunes, 
88) Ammian. xxiil. 3. xvi. 6. He mentions the report with mut * 
Hehration : ſuſurrayit obſcurior fama , nemo enim diQi auctor exſiitit | : 


verus. It ſerves, however, to mark, that Procopius was 2. pig? 
Yet his religion does not appear to have promoted, or obſtructed, 10 
pretenſions. 5 | : WS; 
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the tunes, and his mind agitated by the juſt appre- 
nia; henſion, that, if any accident ſhould diſcover 
ſuc- hisname, the faithleſs Barbarians would violate, 
ural without much ſcruple, the laws of hoſpitality. 
yhis ina moment of impatience and deſpair, Pro- 
| the copius embarked in a merchant veſſel, which 
y in. made ſail for Conſtantinople; and boldly aſpired 
(25), to the rank of a ſovereign, becauſe he was not 
ile allowed to enjoy the ſecurity of a ſubject. At 
; te- WT firſt he lurked in the villages of Bithynia, conti- 
and; nually changing his habitation, and his dif- 
cult. guiſe (36). By degrees he ventured into the ca- 
ed in pital, truſted his life and fortune to the fidelity 


and of two friends, a ſenator and an eunuch, and 


the conceived ſome hopes of ſucceſs, from the in- 
| (ol- itelligence which he obtained of the actual ſtate 
eigne, of public affairs. The body of the people was 
com- infected with a ſpirit of diſcontent : they regret- 
a Pet: ted the juſtice and the abilities of Salluſt, who 
_ His WF had been imprudently diſmiſſed from the pre- 
(pite, fecture of the Eaſt. They deſpiſed the charact- 
ming Ter of Valens, which was rude without vigour, 
ed the and feeble without mildneſs. They dreaded the 
- K influence of his father-in-law, the Patrician Pe- 
of his 


| tronius, a cruel and rapacious miniſter, who ri- 


ment, goroufly exacted all the arrears of tribute, that 
of the might remain unpaid ſince the reign of the empe- 
o ile Wi ror Aurelian. The circumſtances were propi- 
region tous to the deſigns of an uſurper. The hoſtile 
; hard- WWF meaſures of the Perſians required the preſence of 
1 8 Valens in Syria: from the Danube to the Eu- 
JJ. ee ogg | 1 5 


pPhrates 

tunes, „ : = LO BED Ko 0 0 

= (36) One of his retreats was a country-houſe of Ennomius, the he- 

with much | retic, The maſter was abſent, innocent, ignorant; yet he narrowly | 4 
jor exit WW fleaped a ſentence of death, and was baniſhed into the remote parts of | 4 
4 pag | Mauritania (Philoſtorg. I. ix. c. 5. 8. 4nd Godefroy's Diſlert, p. 369 | 
-ucted, 4 WAG 378), | 25 5 1 : . | 
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| phrates the troops were in motion; and the ca- 
pital was occaſionally filled with the ſoldiers who 
_ paſſed, or repaſſed, the Thracian Boſphorus. 
Two cohorts of Gauls were perſuaded to liſten to 
the ſecret propoſals of the conſpirators ; which 
were recommended by the promiſe of a liberal 
donative ; and, as they ſtill revered the memor 
of Julian, they eaſily conſented to ſupport the 
Hereditary claim of his proſcribed kinſman. At 
the dawn of day they were drawn up near the 
baths of Anaſtaſia; and Procopius, clothed in a 
purple garment, more ſuitable to a player than to 
a monarch, appeared, as if he roſe from the 
dead, in the midſt of Conſtantinople. The 
| ſoldiers, who were prepared for his reception, 
ſaluted their trembling prince with ſhouts of joy, 
and vowsof fidelity. Their numbers were ſoon 
Increaſed by a ſturdy band of peaſants, collected 
from the adjacent country; and Procopius, 
> ſhielded by the arms of his adherents, was ſuc- 
cetiively conducted to the tribunal, the ſenate, 
and the palace. During the firſt moments of his 
_ tumultuous reign, he wasaſtoniſhed and terrified 
by the gloomy ſilence of the people; who were 
either ignorant of the cauſe, or apprehenſive ot 
the event. But his military ſtrength was ſupe- 
rior to any actual reſiſtance : the malecontents 
flacked to the ſtandard of rebellion ; the poor 
were excited by the hopes, and the rich were 
1ntimidated by the fear, of a general pillage; 
and the obſtinate credulity of the multitude was 
once more deceived by the promiſed advantages 
of a revolution. The magiſtrates were ſeized ; 
 _ the priſons and arſenals broke open; the gates, 
and the entrance of the harbour, were diligent!) 
occupied ; and, in a few hours, Procopius be- 
came the abſolute, though precarious, maſter of 
TEE * 5 the 
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the Imperial city. The uſurper improved this 


unexpected ſucceſs with ſome degree of courage 
| and dexterity. He artfully propagated the ru- 


mours and opinions the moſt favourable to his 


| intereſt ; while he deluded the populace by 


giving audience to the frequent, but imaginary,. 
| ambaſſadors of diſtant nations. The large bo- 


dies of troops ſtationed in the cities of Thrace, 


and the fortreſſes of the Lower Danube, were 
gradually involved in the guilt of rebellion : and 
| the Gothic princes conſented to ſupply the ſove- 
reign of Conſtantinople with the formidable 
ſtrength of ſeveral thouſand auxiharies. His 
generals paſſed the Boſphorus, and ſubdued, 


: without an effort, the unarmed, but wealthy, 
| provinces of Bithynia and Aſia. After an ho- 


nourable defence, the city and iſland of Cyzicus 

| yielded to his power; the renowned legions of 
| the Jovians and Herculians embraced the cauſe 
of the uſurper, whom they were ordered to 
cruſh ; and, as the veterans were continually 
augmented with new levies, he ſoon appeared 
at the head of an army, whoſe valour, as well 


as numbers, were not unequal to the greatneſs of 
the conteſt, The fon of Horſmidas (37), a 


youth of ſpirit and ability, condeſcended to 
draw his ſword againſt the lawful emperor of 
the Eaſt ; and the Per ſian prince was immediately 
inveſted with the ancient and extraordinary 
| Powers of a Roman Proconſul. The alliance of 5 
a e Fauſtina, 
(37) Horſmidæ maturo juveni Hor ſmidæ regalis illuis filio, poteſtatem 
Proconſulis detulit ; et civilia, more veterum, et bella, recturo. Am- 
mian xxvi. 8. The Perſian prince eſcaped with honour and fafety, and 


was afterwards (A. D. 380.) reſtored to the ſame extraordinary office of 
{ Proconſul of Bithynia (Tillemont, Hiſt. des Empereurs, tom. v. p. 


204.). Iam ignorant whether the race of Saſſian was propagated. I 
find (A. D. 514.) a pope Hormiſdas; but he was à native of Fruſtgo, in 
 Ttaly (Pagi. Brev. Pontific. tem. i. p. 247.). „ 1 
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Fauſtina, the widow of the emperor Conſtanti. 
us, who entruſted herſelf, and her daughter, tg 


the hands of the uſurper, added dignity and re- 
The princeſs Conftantia, 
who was then about five years of age, accom- 
panied, in a litter, the march of the army. She 
was ſhewn to the multitude in the arms of her 
adopted father; and, as often as ſhe paſſed 


putation to his cauſe. 


through the ranks, the tenderneſs of the ſoldiers 


His defeat 
and death, 
A. D. 366. 


and, as every channel of communication was 
ſtopt or corrupted, he liſtened, with doubtſul 
anxiety, to the rumours which were induſtriouſy 
ſpread; that the defeat and death of Valens had 

left Procopius ſole maſter of the eaſtern pro- 
Valens was not dead: but, on the news 
of the rebellion, which he received at Cæſarea, 
he baſely deſpaired of his life and fortune ; pro- 


vinces. 


vered his ſecret inclination to abdicate the Impe- 
rial purple. 
from difgrace and ruin "7 the firmneſs of his 

Ot, miniſters, _ 


was inflamed into martial fury (38) : 
lecteded the glories of the houſe of Conſtantine, 
declared, with loyal acclamation, that 


they would ſhed the laſt drop of their blood in 
the defence of the royal —_— 


and they 


they recol- 


In the mean while, Valentinian was alarmed 
and perplexed, by the doubtful intelligence of 
the revolt of the Eaſt. The difficulties of 2 


German war forced him to confine his immedi- 


ate care to the ſafety of his own dominions; 


poſed to negociate with the uſurper, and diſco- 


The timid monarch was ſaved 


658) The infant rebel was afterwards the wife of the emperor e 
See Ducange, Fam. Byzantin. P. 


an ; but ſhe died young and childleſs, 


48. 49. 
(39) Sequimini culminis ſummi 1 was the language of Proco- 


| pius; who affeQed to deſpiſe the obſeure birth, and fortuitous elt Kon 


ef the upſtart Pannogiag, Ammian. xxvi, 7, 
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| miniſters, and their abilities ſoon decided in his 


favour the event of the civil war. In a ſeaſon 


of tranquility, Salluſt had reſigned without a 
[murmur 3 but as ſoon as the public ſafety was 
attacked, he ambitiouſly ſolicited the pre-emi- 


| nence of toil and danger; and the reſtoration of 
that virtuous minifter to the prefecture of the 
Faſt, was the firſt ſtep which indicated the re- 
| nentance of Valens, and ſatisfied the minds of 
the people. The reign of Procopius was appa- 


rently {ſupported by powerful armies, and obe- 
dient provinces, But many of the principal of- 


fers, military as well as civil, had been urged, 
| either by motives of duty or intereſt, to with- 
[draw themſelves from the guilty ſcene; or to 


E watch the moment of betraying, and deſerting, 
the cauſe of the uſurper. Lupicinus advanced 


by haſty marches, to bring the legions of Syria ; 


[to the aid of Valens. Arintheus, who, in 
ſtrength, beauty, and valour, excelled all the he- 
does of the age, attacked with a ſmall troop a 
ſuperior body of the rebels. When he beheld 
| the faces of the ſoldiers who had ſerved under 


bis banner, he commanded them, with a loud 
voice, to ſeize and deliver up their pretended 
kader; and ſuch was the aſcendant of his genius, 
that this extraordinary order was inſtantly obey- 
{ed (40). Arbetio, a reſpectable veteran of the 
| g'eat Conſtantine, who had been diſtinguiſhed 
| by the honours of the conſulſhip, was perſuaded 


(40) Et dedignatus hominem fuperare cartamine deſpicabilem, aucto - 


inet celſi fiducia corporis, ipſis hottibus juſſit, ſuum vineire recto- 


n acque ita turmarum anteſignanus umb atilis comprenſus ſuorum 
ds. The ſtrength and beauty of Arintheus, the new Hercules, 


© celebrated by St. Baſil; who ſuppoſes that God had created him as 
i" \milable model of the human ſpecies. The painters and ſculptors | 


| could not expr@ſs his figure: the hiſtorians appeared fabulous when they 
ec 112 $xploits (Ammian. xxvi. and Valeſ. ad loc. ). | 
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to leave his retirement, and once more to con. 


duct an army into the field. In the heat of ac. 
tion, calmly taking off his helmet, he ſhewed 
his grey hairs, and venerable countenance , fl. 
luted the ſoldiers of Procopius by the endearing 
names of children and companions, and exhoy. 
ed them, no longer to ſupport the deſperate 
cauſe of a contemptible tyrant ; but to folloy 
their old commander, who had fo often led then 
to honourand victory. In the two engagement; 
of Thyatira (41) and Nacoſia, the unfortunate 
Procopius was deſerted by his troops, who were 
{ſeduced by the inſtructions and example of ther 


perfidious officers. After wandering ſome time 
among the woods and mountains of Phrygia, he 


was betrayed by his deſponding followers, col 
_ ducted to the Imperial camp, and immediately 


| beheaded. He ſuffered the ordinary fate of an 


_ unſucceſsful. uſurper ; but the acts of cruelty 


which were exerciſed by the conqueror, under 
the pity and 


: the forms of legal juſtice a excited 
indignation of mankind (4277. 


Such indeed are the common and natural fruits 
| quiſitionintoof deſpotiſm and rebellion. But the inquiſition 
he.crime of magic, which, under the reig! 
f the two brothers, was ſo rigorouſly proſecut- 
ed both at Rome and Antioch, was interpreted 
as the ſymptom, either of the diſpleaſure of hes 
%%% ry, op | „%%% oh 


5 


(ai) The ſame field of battle is placed by Ammianus in Lycia, and 
dy Zoſimus at Thyatira; which are at the diſtance of 1 50 miles iron 
each other, But Thyatira alluitur Zyco (Plin. Hiſt. Natur. 'v. 3. 
1 Cellarius, Geograph. Antiq. tom. ii. p. 79.) - and the tranſcribers right 


ceaſily convert an obſcure river into a well-known province. 


(42) The adventurers, uſurpation, and fall of Procopius, are relates 

in a regular ſeries, by Ammianus (xxvi. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10.) and Zoe: 

(t. iv. p. 203—210.). They often illuſtrate, and ſeldem contradid, | 
each other. Themiſtius (Orat. vii. p. 91, 92.) adds ſome baſe pant: 


gyric;z and Evnapiys (p. 83, 84) ſome malicions ſatire, = 
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ren, or, of the depravity of mankind (43). 
Let us not heſitate to indulge a liberal pride, 
that, in the preſent age, the enlightened part of 
Europe has aboliſhed (44) a cruel and odious 
| prejudice, which reigned in every climate of the 
gobe, and adhered to every ſyſtem of religious 


the Roman world, admitted with equal creduli- 
ty, and ſimilar abhorrence, the reality of that 
linferna® art (46), which was able to controul 
Ine eternal order of the planets, and the 
voluntary operations of the human mind. 
They dreaded the myſterious power of ſpells 
land incantations, of potent herbs, and execra- 


inflame the paſſions of the ſoul, blaſt the works 
of creation, and extort from the reluctant dæ- 
mons the ſecrets of futurity. They believed, 


natwal dominion of the air, of earth, and of 


grace or gain, by ſome wrinkled hags, and iti- 


Vor. V. 1 
| (43) Libanius de ulciſcend. | Julian, nece, c. ix. p. ics, 159. The ſo- 


peach the juſtice of the emperors. | | 
16a” | (44) The French and Englith lawyers, of the preſent age, allow the 
en), and deny the practice, of witchcraft (Denifart, Recueil de Deci- 


Tem mentaries, vol. iv. p. 60). As private reaſon always prevents, or 
lltrips, public wiſdom, the preſident Monteſquicu (Eſprit des Loix, 
l e. 5, 6.) rejects the ex/ence of magic. 1 

(45) See Oeuvres de Bayle, tom. ili. p. 567—589. The ſceptic of 


5 and 
from 
v. 3l, 


dow ledge, and lively 77 2 : = FS 
| (46) The pagans diſtinguiſhed between good and bad magic, the 
beurzie and the Goetic (Hiſt. de l' Academie, &c. tom. vii. p. 26.). 


relates 
o 
tradic, 

e pere. 


7 nfernal ſpirits ; and all commerce with them is idolatry, apoſtacy, 
* Vhich deſerves death and damnation, | | 


0 


cpinions (45). The nations, and the ſects, of 


ble rites ; which could extinguiſh or recall life, 


with the wildeſt inconſiſtency, that this præter- 
Pell, was exerciſed, from the vileſt motives of 


5 nerant 


ißt deplores the public frenzy, but he does not (after their deaths) im- 


"a de Juriſprudence, au mot Syrcrers, tom. iv. p. 553. Blackſtone's 15 


migbt ttercam exhibits, according to his cuſtom, a ſtrange medley of looſe | 


it they could not have defended this obſcure diſtinction againſt tbe 
Fate logic of Baple. In the Jewiſh and Chriſtian ſyſtem, all dæmons 


226 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 
nerant ſorcerers, who paſſed their obſcure live; 


in penury and contempt (47). The arts of ma. 
gic were equally condemned by the public op. 
nion, and by the laws of Rome; but as they 


tended to gratify the moſt imperious paſſions of 


the heart of man, they were continually pro- 
ſcribed, and continually practiſed (48). An 
| imaginary cauſe is capable of producing the moſt 
\ ſerious and miſchievous effects. The dark pte. 
_ ditions of the death of an emperor, or the ſuc- 
| ceſs of a conſpiracy, were calculated only to 
ſimulate the hopes of ambition, and to diſſolve 
the ties of fidelity; and the intentional guilt of 
magic was aggravated by the actual crimes of 
treaſon and ſacrilege (49). Such vain terrors di 


ſturbed the peace of ſociety, and the happinels 


of individuals; and the harmleſs flame which 

inſenſibly melted a waxen image, might derive 
a powerful and pernicious energy from the af- 

frighted fancy of the perſon whom it was mall. 


ctoully 


(47) The Canidia of Horace (Carm. l. v. od. 5. with Dacier's and 
Sanadon's illuſtrations) is a vulgar witch. The Erictho of Lucan (Pha- 
ſal. vi. 430—830.) is tedious, diſguſting, but ſometimes ſublime, Sts 
chides the delay of the Furies; and threatens, with tremendous obſcu 


_ rity, to pronounce their real names; to reveal the true internal coun 
tenance of Hecate ; to invoke the ſecret powers that lie below hell, &, 


(48) Genus hominum potentibus infidum, ſperantibus failax, quod it 


_ civitate noſtra et vetabitur ſemper et retinebitur. Tacit. Hiſt, i. 2. 
See Auguſtin. de Civitate Dei, I. viii. C. 19. and the Theodoſian Code, [ 


ix. tit. xvi. with Godefroy's Commentary. _ 


(49) The perſecution of Antioch was occaſioned by a criminal conſyl 
tation. The twenty-four letters of the alphabet were arranged round 
a magic tripod ; and a dancing ring, which had been placed in the centie, 


pointed to the four firſt letters in the name of the future empers, 
O. E. O. A. Theodorus (perhaps with many others who owned the 
fatal ſyllables) was executed. Theodoſius ſucceeded. Lardner (Ha 
then teſtimonies, vol. iv. p. 3$3—372.) has copiouſly and fairly exam 
cd this dark tranſaction of the reign of Valens. 8 * 
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couſly deſigned to repreſent (50). From the 
poſſeſs a ſupernatural influence, it was an eaſy 


ep to the uſe of more ſubſtantial poiſon ; and 
the folly of mankind ſometimes became the in- 


encouraged by the miniſters of Valens and Va- 
ntinian, they could not refuſe to liſten to ano- 


{ domeſtic guilt; a charge of a ſofter and leſs 


e Wi:lignant nature, for which the pious, though! 

o Wſrccflive rigour of Conſtantine had recently de- 
ea the puniſhment of death (51). This dead- 
f. and incoherent mixture of treaſon and magic, 
es poiſon and adultery, afforded infinite grada- 
ch ons of guilt and innocence, of excuſe and ag- 
we ation, which in theſe proceedings appear to 
e been confounded by the angry or corrupt 
a ons of the judges. They eaſily diſcovered, 
ſly Wit the degree of their induſtry and diſcern- 


erding to the number of executions that were 
Dmihed from their reſpective tribunals. It was 
de. t without extreme reluctance that they pro- 
co Vunced a ſentence of acquittal ; but they eager- 


- admitted ſuch evidence as was ſtained with 
_ | 
„u, or procured by torture, to prove the 
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50 Limus ut hic dureſcit, et hæc ut cera liqueſcit 
o eodemque 1a i 8 e 
1 Virgil. Bucolic. viii. 80. 

Pacvit abſentes, ſimulacraque cerea figit. 

Ovid. in Epiſt. Hypſil. ad Jaſon. 9 1. | | 
Puch vain incantations could affect the mind, and increaſe the diſeaſe. 
Cermanicus. Tacit. Annal. ii. 69. | | 5 

) See Heineccius Antiquitat. Juris Roman. tom. 31. p. 353, &c- 
. Tbecdoſtan. 1, ix. tit. 7. with Godefroy's Commentary. | 


infuſion of thoſe herbs, which were ſuppoſed to 


ſrument, and the maſk, of the moſt atrocious 
mes. As ſoon as the zeal of -informers was 


ther charge, too frequently mingled in the ſcenes 


pent was eſtimated, by the Imperial court, ac- 


hs * improbable charges againſt the moſt reſpec- 
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The cruelty When Tacitus deſcribes the deaths of the i- 
nianand Va- 


A. D. 364— 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 
table characters. The progreſs of the enquiry 
_ continually opened new ſubjects of criminal pro- 
| ſecution : the audacious informer, whoſe falle. 
hood was detected, retired with impunity , bit 
the wretched victim, who diſcovered his real, 9 
pretended, accomplices, was ſeldom permitted 
to receive the price of his infamy. From the 
_ extremity of Italy and Aſia, the young, and the 
aged, were dragged in chains to the tribunals gf 
Rome and Antioch. Senators, matrons, and 
philoſophers, expired in ignominious and cru 
tortures. The ſoldiers, who were appointed to 
guard the priſons, declared, with a murmur of 
pity and indignation, that their numbers wer 
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inſufficient to oppoſe the flight, or reſiſtance, Hat th 
the multitude of captives. The wealthieſt f- ind 
milies were ruined by fines and confiſcations;] beople 
the moſt innocent citizens trembled for their ſafe- Mie pr 
ty; and we may form ſome notion of the mas-Mi+alth 


nitude of the evil, from the extravagant aſſert: 
on of an ancient writer, that, in the obnoxious 
provinces, the priſoners, the exiles, and the fi- 
gitives, formed the greateſt part of the inhab- 
tants (52). 5 
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nocent and illuſtrious Romans, who were ſaci. 
ficed to the cruelty of the firſt Cæſars, the att 
of the hiſtorian, or the merit of the ſufferer, 
| excite in our breaſts the moſt lively ſenſations 

terror, of admiration, and of pity, T 0 


| | ( 52) The cruel perſecution of Rome and Antioch is deſcribed, and moſt 
probably exaggerated, by Ammianus (xxviii. 1. xxix. 1, 2.) and Zolmul 


(I. iv. p. 216—218.). The philolopher Maximus, with ſome juſtice, 5 30) Hh. 
involved in the charge of magic (Eunapius in Vit. Sophilt. p. 8, 89 ts. Ay 
and young Chryſoſtom, who had accidentally found one of the prolerbe «0m that 


beoks, gave himſelf for loſt (Tillement, Hig, des Empereurs, ton.“ 
p. 340%. F 
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and undiſtinguiſhing pencil of Ammianus has 
delineated his bloody figures with tedious and 


e- onger engaged by the contraſt of freedom and 
ut WE ccvitude, of recent greatneſs and of actual mi- 
ey, we ſhould turn with horror from the fre- 
« WWcucnt executions, which diſgraced, both at Rome 
he ind Antioch, the reign of the two brothers (53). 
he valens was of a timid (54), and Valentinian of 
f choleric, diſpoſition (55). An anxious regard 
nd io his perſonal ſafety was the ruling principle 
deer the adminiſtration of Valens. In the condi- 
öfen of a ſubject he had kiſſed, with trembling 
of Wave, the hand of the oppreſſor: and when he 


uſcended the throne, he reaſonably expected, 
that the ſame fears, which had ſubdued his own 
mind, would ſecure the patient ſubmiſſion of his 
people. The favourites of Valens obtained, by 


kl (56). They urged, with perſuaſive eloquence, 


ent to proof; that the power, ſuppoſes the in- 
9 e tention, 


be portraits of the two royal brothers (xxx. 8, 9. Xxxi. 14. ). Tillemont 
ancollected (tom. v. p. 12— 18. p. 127133.) from all antiquity their 
ues and vices. | | . : IE 

| (54) The younger Victor aſſerts, that he was valde timidus: yet he 


ad of an army. The fame hiſtorian attempts to prove, that his anger 


Pcidentia crimina ad contemptam vel læſam principis amplitudinem 

ens, in ſanguinem ſæviebat. | $2 | = 
(55) Cum eſſet ad acerbitatem naturz calore propenſior . , . . penas 
ines augebat et gladios. Ammian. xxx. 8. See xxvil. 7, 


„ WA (56) I have transferred the reproach of avarice from Valens to his ſer- 
89) its. Avarice more properly belongs to miniſters than to kings; in 
ſcribe | 


dom that paſſion is commonly extinguiſhed by abſolute poſſeſſion. 


liſguſting accuracy. But as our attention is no 


the privilege of rapine and confiſcation, the 
wealth which his ceconomy would have refuſ- 


lla, in all caſes of treaſon, ſuſpicion is equiva- 
3) Conſult the fix laſt books of Ammianus, and more particularly 5 


Khayed, as almoſt every man would do, with decent reſolution at the 


$4 harmleſs. Ammianus obſerves, with more candour and judgment, 


229 


GR — 
= r ———— — 


230 


tention, of miſchief; that the intention is n 
leſs criminal than the act; and hat a ſubject, 1, 
longer deſerves to live, if his life may threate, 
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the ſafety, or diſturb the repoſe, of his ſovercigr 


The judgment of Valentinian was ſometime ouil 
deceived, and his confidence abuſed; but ht peat 
would have ſilenced the informers with a cet 
temptuous ſmile, had they preſumed to alarm his mor 
fortitude by the ſound of danger. They pia by t 
his inflexible love of juſtice ; and, in the puri Vith 
of juſtice, the emperor was eaſily tempted il tort! 
conſider clemency as a weakneſs, and paſſion wos 
a virtue. As long as he wreſtled with his equals mofi 
in the bold competition of an active and amb min. 
tious life, Valentinian was ſeldom injured, of P 
never inſulted, with impunity : if his prudene batic 
was arraigned, his ſpirit was applauded ; and i and 
proudeſt and moſt powerful generals were 27M l:tio 
prehenſive of provoking the reſentment of MM tee 
_ fearleſs ſoldier. After he became matter of cage 
world, he unfortunately forgot, that where near 
reſiſtance can be made, no courage can be quer 
erted ; and inſtead of conſulting the dictates Wi tacle 
reaſon and magnanimity, he indulged the fu ing 
ous emotions of his temper, at a time when done 
were diſgraceful to himtelf, and fatal to the «if vere 
fenceleſs objects of his diſpleaſure. In the 20 cor; 
vernment of his houſehold, or of his emp 
flight, or even imaginary, offences; a ali 
word, a caſual omiſſion, an involuntary den 650 
were chaſtiſed by a ſentence of immediate dei um 
The expreſſions which iſſued the moſt rea aan 
from the mouth of the emperor of the Vg tle 
were, Strike off his head; burn him alive; 2 
let him be beaten with clubs till he expte yy; 
. | „„ 51 | cuted 1 
"lence « 
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67) * and his moſt favoured miniſters ſoon 
underſtood, that, by a raſh attempt, to diſpute, 
or ſuſpend, the execution of his ſanguinary com- 


mands, they might involve themſelves in the 


ouilt and puniſhment of diſobedience. The re- 


peated gratification of this ſavage juſtice harden- 


ed the mind of Valentinian againſt pity and re- 


morſe ; and the ſallies of paſſion were confirmed 
by the habits of cruelty (58). He could behold 
with calm ſatisfaction the convulſive agonies of | 
| torture and death: he reſerved his friendſhip for 
| thoſe faithful ſervants whole temper was the 
| moſt congenial to his own. The merit of Maxi- 
min, who had ſlaughtered the nobleſt families 
of Rome, was rewarded with the royal appro- 
bation, and the prefecture of Gaul. Two fierce 


and enormous bears, diſtinguiſhed by the appel- 
lations of Innocence and Mica Aurea, could alone 


deſerve to ſhare the favour of Maximin. The 
cages of thoſe truſty guards were always placed 
near the bed-chamber of Valentinian, who fre- 


quently amuſed his eyes with the grateful ſpec- 
tacle of ſeeing them tear and devour the bleed- 
ng limbs of the malefactors, who were aban- 
doned to their rage. Their diet and exerciſes 
vere carefully inſpected by the Roman empe- 
ror; and when Innocence had earned her diſcharge, 


| © ciam cupit,” A boy who had ſlipped too haſtily a Spartan hound; an 
armourer, who had made a poliſhed cuiraſs that wanted ſome grains of 
| the legitimate weight, &c. were the victims of his fury. FS | : 

58) The innocents of Milan were an agent and three apparitors, 
whom Valentinian condemned for ſignifying a legal ſummons, Ammi- 


anus (xvii, 7.) ſtrangely ſuppoſes, that all who had been unjuſtly exe- 
| "Wed were worſhipped as martyrs by the Chriſtians. His impartial 
"lence does not allow us to believe, that the great chamberlain Rhodanus 


n burat alive for an act of oppreſſion (Chron. Paſchal. p. 303.) . 


7) He ſometimes expreſſed a ſentence of death with a tone of 
pleaſantry ; „ Abi, Comes, et muta ei caput, qui fibi mutari provin- 
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| ment of the Weſtern emperor could clearly per. 


ok the court never coſt people a bluſh or a ſigh. 


_ diſpute between Noodt and Binkerſhoek ; how far, or how long, this 
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by a long courſe of meritorious ſervice, the 
faithful animal was again reſtored to the freedom 
of her native woods (59). 

But in the calmer moments of reflection „When 
the mind of Valens was not agitated by fear, or 
that of Valentinian by rage, the tyrant reſumed 
the ſentiments, or at leaſt the conduct, of the 
father of his country. The diſpaſſionate Judg- 


ceive, and accurately purſue, his own and the 
public intereſt ; and the. ſovereign of the Eaſt 
who imitated with equal docility the various ex. 
amples which he received from his elder brother, 
was ſometimes guided by the wiſdom and vir- 
tue of the piæfect Salluſt. Both princes inwa- 
ds retained, in the purple, the chaſte and 
temperate {1m phcity winch had adorned their pri- 
vate life; and, under their reign, the pleaſures 


They gradually reformed many of the abuſcs > 
| the times of Conſtantius ; judiciouſly 7 5 
and approved the deſigns of Julian and his ſuc- | 
ceſſor; and diſplayed a ſtyle and ſpirit of leg) 
Nation which might inſpire poſterity with the 
moſt favourable opinion of their character and 
government. It is not from the maſter of Au. 
nocence, that we ſhould expect the tender regard 
for the welfare of his ſubjects, which prompted 
Valentinian to condemn the expoſition of nev- 
born infants s (60) 3 and to eſtabliſh fourteen bs 


= 59) Ut bene meritam in a ju t abre Inno ian. Ammun. Na. 
3. and Valeſius ad locum. | | 
| (60) See the Code of Juſtinian, J. viii, tit. m 11 2. VUnuſqui' due 
ſobolem ſuam nutriat. Quod fi ex ponendam putaverit animadverfi.nl | 
quæ conſtituta eſt ſubjacebit. For the preſent I ſhall not interfere in the 


unnatural practice had been condemned or Wender by lau, philolop3ys | 
and the! more FIN ne of Oey J 
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fl phyſicians, with ſtipends and privileges, in 
the fourteen quarters of Rome. The good 
ſenſe of an illiterate ſoldier founded an uſeful 
and liberal inſtitution for the education of youth, k 
and the ſupport of declining ſcience (61). It _—_ 
was his intention, that the arts of rhetoric and 
grammar ſhould 'be taught, in the Greek and 
Latin languages, in the metropolis of every pro- 
vince; and as the ſize and dignity of the ſchool 
was uſually proportioned to the importance of _ WM 
the city, the academies of Rome and Conftan- .. 
tinople claimed a juſt and ſingular pre-eminence. .Þ 
The fragments of the literary edicts of Valen- 
tinian imperfectly repreſent the ſchool of Con- 
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:- ſtantinople, which was gradually improved by 

id ſubſequent regulations. That ſchool conſiſted mn 
of thirty-one profeſſors in different branches of | . 
es WY earning. One philoſopher, and two lawyers; | {I 
h, fire ſophiſts, and ten grammarians for the Greek, I; 

aud three orators, and ten grammarians for the 

1 WF Latin tongue; beſides ſeven ſcribes, or, as they 

le- were then ity led antiquarians, whoſe laborious 

Up pens n the public library with fair and cor- 

the rect copies of the claſſic writers. The rule of 

nd conduct, which was preſcribed to the ſtudents, j 
Lu- is the more curious, as it affords the firſt dat . 
ard lines of the form and diſcipline of a modern uni- =. 
ed WF verſity. It was required, that they ſhould bring 1 
u. proper certificates from the magiſtrates of their 9 

17 native province. Their names, profeſſions, and 


Races of Woche, were regularly entered ma: 
- public 


* 
aiſque g 
rn 
in the 
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lophy, 


(6 . Theſe ſalutary znflitotions are explained in the Theodoſian Code, 
|. xiii, tit. iii, De Profeſſoribus et Medicis, and J. xiv. tit. ix. De Studiit 
lberalbus Urbis Rome. Befides our uſual guide (Godefroy), we may 
| conſult Gianone (Iſtoria di Napoli, tom. i. p. 105=1:1.), who has 
ireated the intereſting ſubje& with the zeal and curioſity of a man of let · | 
tere, who ttudies his domeſtic * | 
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public regiſter. The ſtudious youth were ſe- 
verely prohibited from waſting their time in 
feaſts, or in the theatre: and the term of their 
education was limited to the age of twenty. 
The prefect of the city was empowered to cha- 
ſtiſe the idle and refractory, by ſtripes or expul- 
ſion; and he was directed to make an annual re- 
port to the maſter of the offices, that the know 
ledge and abilities of the ſcholars might be uſe. 
fully applied to the public ſervice. The inſtitu- 
tions of Valentinian contributed to ſecure the 
benefits of peace and plenty: and the cities were 
guarded by the eſtabliſhment of the Defenſor, 
(62); freely elected as the tribunes and advo- 
cates of the people, to ſupport their rights, and 
to expoſe their grievances, before the tribunals 
of the civil magiſtrates, or even at the foot of 
the Imperial throne. The finances were li- 
_ gently adminiſtered by two princes, who had 
been ſo long accuſtomed to the rigid ceconomy 
of a private fortune; but in the receipt and ap- 
plication of the revenue, a diſcerning eye might 
bbſerve ſome difference between the government 
of the Eaſt and of the Welt. Valens was per. 
ſuaded, that royal liberality can be ſupplied only 
by public oppreſſion ; and his ambition never al- 
pired to ſecure, by their actual diſtreſs, the fu- 
ture ſtrength and proſperity of his people. In- 
ſtead of increaſing the weight of taxes, which, 
in the ſpace of forty years, had been gradually 
doubled, he reduced, in the firſt years of his 
reign, one-fourth of the tribute of the Eaſt (63 
VVV So Voalentinian 
(62) Cod. Theodof, I. 3. tit. xi. with Godefroy's Paratithn, which dt 
ligently gleans from the reſt of the code. V 
(sz) Three lines of Ammianus (xxxi. 14.) countenance a whole cl. 
tion of Themittius (viii. p. 101120), full of adulation, pedantry, and 
common- place morality. The eloquent M. Thomas (tom. i. p. 366— 


| 396.) has amuſed himſelf with celebrating the virtues and genius et 
Themiſtius, who was not unworthy of the age in which he lived. 
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Valentinian appears to have been leſs attentive 


and leſs anx1ous to relieve the burthens of his 


people. He might reform the abuſes of the 
fiſcal adminiſtration ; but he exacted, without 


ſcruple, a very large ſhare of the private proper- 


ty; as he was convinced, that the revenues, 
which ſupported the luxury of individuals, would 
be much more advantageouſly employed for the 
defence and improvement of the ſtate. The 
ſubjects of the Eaft, who enjoyed the preſent 
benefit, applauded the 1e of their 
| prince. The ſolid, but leſs ſplendid, merit of 

Valentinian was felt and acknowledged by the 


ſubſequent generation (64). 


But the moſt honourable 8 of the n 
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character of Valentinian, is the firm and tempe- maintains 


toleration. 


rate impartiality which he uniformly preſerved in taſeradenn 


ed, that he was the diſci ple of the church, he never 
forgot that he was the ſovereign of the clergy. 


Under the reign of an apoſtate, he had ſignalized 
his zeal for the honour of Chriſtianity : he al- 
| lowed to his ſubjects the privilege which he had 
_ aſſumed for himſelf; and they might accept, 
with gratitude and confidence, the general tole- 
ration which was granted by a prince, addicted 
10 Pen, but * of fear or of dif- 
* ED guiſe 


4640 1 . iv. p. 202. Ammian. xXx. 9. His eefanaaticn of 


coſtly abuſes might entitle him to the praiſe of, in provinciales admodum 


parcus, tributorum ubique molliens ſarcinas. By ſome his frugality was 
"T0 ed avarice (Jerom. Chron, p. 186.) | | 1 Saeed 


an age of religious contention. His ſtrong ſenſe, A P. 364— 
unenlightened, but uncorrupted, by ſtudy, de-. 
clined, with reſpectful indifference, the ſubtle 
queſtions of theological debate. The govern- 
ment of the Earth claimed his vigilance, and 
ſatisfied his ambition; and while he remember- 


* 
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guiſe (65). 


proſcribed ; but the emperor admitted a formal 


diſtinction to protect the ancient methods of di- 
vination, which were approved by the ſenate, 


and exerciled by the Tuſcan harulpices. He 


had condemned, with the conſent of the moſt 
rational Pagans, the licence of nocturnal ſacri- 
fices; but he immediately admitted the petition | 
of Prætextatus, proconſul of Achaia, who re- 


= preſented, that the life of the Greeks would be- 


_ myſteries. 


the manners 
religious factions. 


ſuch rational toleration (Annal. Ecc: « A. D. 370. No, 129—132. A. D- 
* No. 554 . yi 


come dreary and comfortleſs, if they were de- 


prived of the invaluable bletiing of the Eleuſinian 


that her gentle hand is able to eradicate from the 


human mind the latent and deadly principle of 
fanaticiſm. But this truce of twelve years, which 
was enforced by the wiſe and vigorous govern- 
ment of Valentinian, by ſuſpending the repe- 
tition of mutual injuries, contributed to ſoften 
and abate the prejudices, of the 


The 


(65) Teſtes ſunt leges a me in exordio Imperii mei datæ: quibus 
unicuique quod animo imbibiſſet colendi libera facukas tributa eſt. Cod. 
Thcodof. |. ix. tit. xvi. leg. 9g. To this declaration of Valentinian, we 
may add the various teſtimonies of Ammiznus (xxx. 9.), Zoſimus (l. ir. 


p- 204.), and Sozomen (l. vi. c. 7. 21.). Baronius would naturally blame 


The Pagans, the Jews, and al the 

various ſeas which acknowledged the divine 
authority of Chriſt, were protected by the laws 
from arbitrary power or popular infult ; nor was 

any mode of worſhip prohibited by Valentinian, 
except thoſe ſecret and criminal practiſes, which 
abuſed the name of religion for the dark pul- 
poles of vice and diſorder. 
as it was more cruelly puniſhed, was more ſtrictly 


The art of magic, 


Philoſophy alone can boaſt (and per- 
haps it is no more than the boaſt of philoſophy), 
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The friend of toleration was unfortunately Valens pro- 

placed at a diſtance from the ſcene of the fierce ft n, aul e. 
controverſies. As ſoon as the Chriſtians of the ſecutes the 

Weſt had extricated themſelves from the ſnares A. B. 6— 
of the creed of Rimini, they happily relapſed 378. _ 
into the ſlumber of orthodoxy ; and the ſmall _ 
remains of the Arian party, that {till ſubſiſted 
at Sirmium or Milan, might be conſidered, ra- 
ther as objects of contempt than of reſentment. 


But in the provinces of the Eaſt, from the Eux- 
ine to the extremity of Thebais, the ſtrength 
and numbers of the hoſtile factions were more 


| equally balanced; and this equality, inſtead of 


recommending the counſels of peace, ſerved only 


to perpetuate the horrors of religious war. The 
monks and biſhops ſupported their arguments 


by invectives; and their invectives were ſome- 


times followed by blows. Athanaſius ſtill reign- 


ed at Alexandria; the thrones of Conſtantino- 


ple and Antioch were occupied by Arian prelates, f 


and every epiſcopal vacancy was the occaſion of 
a popular tumult. The Homoouſians were for- 


tified by the reconciliation of fifty-nine Mace- 
donian, or Semi-Arian, biſhops; but their 
ſecret reluctance to embrace the divinity of the 


Holy Ghoſt, clouded the ſplendour of the tri- 
umph : and the declaration of Valens, who, in 
the firſt years of his reign, had imitated the 


impartial conduct of his brother, was an impor- 
tant victory on the ſide of Arianiſm. The two 
brothers had paſſed their private life in the con- 


dition of catechumens; but the piety of Valens 
prompted him to ſolicit the ſacrament of bap- 


lm, before he expoſed his perſon to the dangers 


ﬆ a Gothic war, He naturally addreſſed him- 


ſelf 
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ſelf to Eudoxus (66), biſhop of the Imperial 
city; and if the ignorant monarch was inſtruct- 
ed by that Arian paſtor in the principles of he- 
terodox theology, his misfortune, rather than 
his guilt, was the inevitable conſequence of his 
_ erroneous choice. Whatever had been the de- 
termination of the emperor, he muſt have of- 
fended a numerous party of his Chriſtian ſub- 
jects; as the leaders both of the Homoquſians 
and of the Arians believed, that, if they were 
not ſuffered to reign, they were moſt cruelly | 
injured and oppreſſed. After he had taken this 
deciſive ſtep, it was extremely difficult for him to 
preſerve either the virtue, or the reputation, of 
impartiality. He never aſpired, like Conſtan- 
tius, to the fame of a profound theologian; but, 
as he had received with ſin:plicity and reſpect 
the tenets of Eudoxus, Valens reſigned his con- 
ſcience to the direction of his eccleſiaſtical guides, 
and promoted, by the influence of his authority, 
the re- union of the Athanaſian heretics to the body 
the catholic church. At firſt, he pitied their 
blindneſs ; by degrees he was provoked at their 
obſtinacy; and he inſenſibly hated thoſe ſecta- 
ries to whom he was an object of hatred (67). 
The feeble mind of Valens was always ſwayed 
by the perſons with whom he familiarly con- 
verſed ; and the exile or impriſonment of a pri- 
vate citizen are the favours the moſt readily 
granted in a deſpotic court, Such puniſhments 
Er Noun Ol Wl Tae 
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(66) Eudoxus was of a mild and timid diſpoſition. When he baptized 
Valens (A. D. 367.), he mult have been extremely old; ſince he had 
| ſtudied theology fifty-five years before, under Lucian, a learned and pious 
' martyr. Philoſtorg. I. ii. c. 14—16. I. iv. c. 4. with Godefroy, P. 8. 
206. and Tillemont, Mem. Eccleſ. tom. v. p. 474—480, &c. 
(67) Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. xxv. p. 432.) inſults the perſecuting 
. ſpirit of the Arians, as an infallible ſymptom of error and hereſy. | 
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were frequently inflicted on the leaders of the 

Hase dan party; and the misfortune of four- 
ſcore eccleſiaſtics of Conſtantinople, who, per- 
haps accidentally, were burnt on ſhip-board, 


vas imputed to the cruel and premeditated malice 


of the emperor, and his Arian miniſters, In 
every conteſt, the catholics (if we may antici- 
pate that name) were obliged to pay the penalty 


of their own faults, and of thoſe of their adver- 
| ſaries. In every election, the claims of the 
| Arian candidate obtained the preference; and if 


they were oppoſed by the majority of the people, 
he was uſually ſupported by the authority of the 
civil magiſtrate, or even by the terrors of a mi- 


 litary force. The enemies of Athanaſius at- 


tempted to diſturb the laſt years of his venerable 


| age; and his temporary retreat to his father's 
ſepulchre has been celebrated as a fifth exile. 


But the zeal of a great people, who inſtantly flew 


to arms, intimidated the prefect ; and the arch- 
| biſhop was permitted to end his life in peace and 

n glory, after a reign of forty-ſeven years. 
The death of Athanaſius was the ſignal of the peath of 
| perſecution of Egypt; and the Pagan miniſter Aman, 
of Valens, who forcibly ſeated the worthleſsMay ai.” 
Lucius on the archiepiſcopal throne, purchaſed 
he favour of the reigning party by the blood 
and ſufferings of their Chi 
free toleration of the heathen and Jewiſh worſhip 
vas bitterly lamented, as a circumſtance which 
aggravated the miſery of the catholics, and the 
( guilt of the impious tyrant of the Eaſt (68). 


ian brethren. The 


The 


| (68) This ſketch of the eccleſiaſtical government of Valens is drawn 
| from Socrates (I. iv.), Sozomen (l. vi.), Theodorct (I. iv.), and the im- 
verle compilations of Tillemont (particularly tom. vi. viii. and ix. ). 
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Jut idea of The triumph of the orthodox party has left 3 


is perſecu- deep ſtain of perſecution on the memory of 


Valens; and the character of a prince who de. 


rived his virtues, as well as his vices, from a 


feeble underſtanding, and a puſillanimous tem- 


per, ſcarcely deſerves the labour of an apology, 


Yet candour may diſcover ſome reaſons to {u(- 


| pet that the eccleſiaſtical miniſters of Valens 
often exceeded the orders, or even the inten- 
tions, of their maſter ; and that the real meaſure 
of facts has been very liberally magnified by the 
vehement declamation and eaſy credulity of his 
antagoniſts (69). 1. The ſilence of Valentinian 
may ſuggeſt a probable argument, that the par- 
tial ſeverities, which were exerciſed in the name 
and provinces of his colleague, amounted only 
to ſome obſcure and inconfiderable deviations 
from the eſtabliſhed ſyſtem of religious tolera- 
tion: and the judicious hiſtorian, who has praiſed | 
the equal temper of the elder brother, has not 
thought himſelf obliged to contraſt the tranqui- 


lity of the Weſt with the cruel perſecution of 


the Eaſt (950). 2. Whatever credit may be al- 
lowed to vague and diſtant reports, the charac- 


ter, or at leaſt the behaviour, of Valens may be 


moſt diſtinly ſeen in his perſonal tranſactions | 
with the eloquent Baſil, archbiſhop of Cæſarea, 
who had ſucceeded Athanaſius in the manage- 


ment 
(69) Dr. Jortin (Remarks on Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, vol. iv. p. 76.) ha 
already conceived and intimated the ſame ſuſpicion, _ | | 
(o) This reflexion is ſo obvious and forcible, that Oroſius ( vii, e. 


32, 33.) delays the perſecution till after the death of Valentinian. Socrates, 
on the other hand, ſuppoſes (I. iii. c. 32.), that it was appeaſed by a Phi- 


loſophical oration, which Themiſtius pronounced in the year 374 Js 
xii. p. 154. in Latin only). Such contraditions diminiſ the evidence, 
and reduce the term, of the perſecution of Valens. 9 8 
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ment of the Trinitarian cauſe (71). The cir- 


| friends and admirers of Baſil; and as foon as 
ye have ſtripped away a thick coat of rhetoric 
and miracle, we ſhall be aſtoniſhed by the unex- 


archbiſhop, who aſſerted, with inflexible 
pride (72), the truth of his opinions, and the 


fon of his conſcience, and his throne. The 
bnfkment, ſubſcribed the donation of a valu- 


able eſtate for the uſe of an hoſpital, which Baſil 
had lately founded in the neighbourhood of 


ddt any law (ſuch as Theodoſius afterwards en- 
t WH :Qed againſt the Arians) was publiſhed by Va- 
l lens againſt the Athanaſian ſectaries; and the 
of edict which excited the moſt violent clamours, 
l may not appear ſo extremely reprehenſible. The 
c- Vol. IV. R emperor 
be . 5 Rp 
| _ (71) Tillemont, whom I follow and abridge, has extracted (Mem, 
ns 9 8 | | 
q | Fecleſ. tom. viii. p. 153—167.) the moſt authentic circumſtances from 
9 the Panegyrics of the two Gregories ; the biother, and the friend, of 
Joy Bafl, The letters of Baſil himſelt (Dupin, Biblietheque Ecclebaſtiques 
nt tum, ii. p. 156, —1 80.) do not preſent the image of a very lively perſecu- 
| ton, 8 | 1 | 25 | 
ba (72 Baſilius Cæſarienſis epiſcopus Cappadociæ clatus habe tur. 
ſu! multa continentiæ et ingenii bona uno ſuperbiæ malo perdidit. This 
4 lreverent paſſage is perfectly in the ſtyle and charaRer of St. Jerom. It 
ates bots not appear in Scaliger's edition of his Chronicle; but Iſaac Voſſius 
chi 'ound it in ſome old MSS. which had not been reformed by the monks. _ 
Wat. (73) This noble and charitable foundation (almoſt a new city) ſurpaſſed 


"3s principally intended for the reception of lepers. Greg, Nazianzen, 


| Orat, TY. p. 439. 


cumſtantial narrative has been compoſed by he 


Qed mildneſs of the Arian tyrant, who ad- 
mired the firmneſs of his character, or was ap- 
prehenſive, if he employed violence, of a general 
revolt in the province of Cappadocia, The 


üägnity of his rank, was left in the free poſſeſ- 


emperor devoutly aſſiſted at the ſolemn ſervice of 
the cathedral ; and, inſtead of a ſentence of 


Cæſarea (73). 3. I am not able to diſcover, 


n merit, if not in greatneſs, the pyramids, or the walls of Babylon. It 
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emperor had obſerved, that ſeveral of his ſub- 

jects, gratifying their lazy diſpoſition under the 
pretence of religion, had aſſociated themſelves 

with the monks of Egypt; and he directed the 
count of the Eaſt to drag them from their ſol. 
tude: and to compel thoſe deſerters of ſociety to 
accept the fair alternative, of renouncing their 
temporal poſſeſſions, or of diſcharging the pub- 

he duties of men and citizens (94). The mi 
niſters of Valens ſeem to have extended the 

ſenſe of this penal ſtatute, ſince they claimed a 

right of enliſting the young and able-bodied 

- monks in the Imperial armies. A detachment df 

_ cavalry and infantry, conſiſting of three thou- 

ſand men, marched from Alexandria into the 
adjacent deſert of Nitria (75), which was peopled 

by five thouſand monks. The ſoldiers were 
conducted by Arian prieſts ; and it is reported, 

that a conſiderable laughter was made in the 
monaſteries which diſobey ed the commands of 
their ſovereign (76). 
reine regulations which have horn framed 
varie of by the wiſdom of modern legiſlators to reſtian 
” 5.5 the wealth and avarice of the clergy, may be 
e originally deduced from the example of the cm: 
Perot 


(74) Cod. Theodoſ . xii. tit. i. leg. 63. Godeſroy (tom, iv. p. 409= 
413.) performs the duty of a commentator and advocate, Tii.emon! 
(Mem. Eceleſ. tom. viii p. 808.) ſuppeſer a ſecond law to excuſe hig or 

_ thodox friends, who had miſrepreſented the edict of Valens, and {uppreſed 

the liberty of choice. | 

(75) See d'Anville, Deſcription de VEgypte, p- 74. | Hercfr 
| hall conſider the monaſtic inſtitutions. 3 
(76) Socrates, I. iv. c. 24, 25. Orofius, 1. vii. e. 33. Jerem i 
Chron. p. 189, and tom. ii. p. 212. The monks of Egypt petformed 
many miracles, which prove the truth of their ſaith. Right, ſays Joer . 
(Remarks, vol. iv. p. 79 ), but what pes | the truth of thoſe mic el 


dd ; | 31doth 


FRE, thi 
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eccleſiaſtics and monks not to frequent the 


0 | 
it civil judge. The director was no longer per- 

\. WE mitted to receive any gift, or legacy, or inheri- 
i WE tance, from the liberality of his ſpiritual daugh- 
he ter: every teſtament contrary to this edict was 
12 declared null and void; and the illegal donation 
ed was confiſcated for the uſe of the treaſury. By 


of 
Ju- 


the 


the ſame proviſions were extended to nuns and 


ed WT order were rendered incapable of receiving any 
ere teſtamentary gifts, and ſtrictly confined to the 
id, natural and legal rights of inheritance. As the 
the guardian of domeſtic happineſs and virtue, 


s of WI Valentinian applied this ſevere remedy to the 


wel females of noble and opulent houſes poſſeſſed a a 
an very ample ſhare of independent property: 
be and many of thoſe devout females had embraced 


the doctrines of Chriſtianity, not only with the 


em. 
xr cold aſſent of the underſtanding, but with the 

WF varmth of affection, and perhaps with the ea- 
-Lenneſs of faſhion. They ſacrificed the plea- 


lures of dreſs and luxury : and renounced, for 
| the praiſe of chaſtity, the ſoft endearments of 
conjugal ſociety. Some eccleſiaſtic, of real or 


e his of- 


;ppreſed 


reafter 
a * 
[erom 0 

erformed 
ys Jortia 
ofe mira 


(77) cod. Theodoſ. I. xvi. tit, ii. leg. 20. Godefroy (tom. vi. p. 49.), 


and other Chriſtian princes who reigned after the twelfth century, 


by 


peror Valentinian. His edict (77) addreſſed to 
Damaſus, biſhop of Rome, was publicly read 
in the churches of the city. He admoniſhed the 


houſes of widows and virgins; and menaced 
their diſobedience with the animadverſion of the 


a ſubſequent regulation, it ſhould ſeem, that 


biſhops ; and that all perſons of the eccleſiaſtical | 


growing evil. In the capital of the empire, the 


after the example of Baronius, impartially collects all that the fathers 
bare ſaid on the ſubject of this important law; whoſe ſpirit was long 
afterwards revived by the emperor Frederic II., Edward I. of England, 
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apparent ſanctity, was choſen to dire& their ti- | 


: > op} The expreſſions which I have uſed are lager and feeble, if 
compared with the vehement invectives of Jerom (tom. i. p. 13- , 900% | 


| Puted to his brother monks; and the Sceleratus, the Verſipellis, un 


THE DECLINE AND FALL. 


morous conſcience, and to amuſe the vacant 


tenderneſs of their. heart : and the unbounded Wm 
confidence, which they haſtily beſtowed, vas oe 
often abuſed by knaves and enthuſiaſts; wh, Lor 
haſtened from tle extremities of the Faſt to nd 
enjoy, on a ſplendid theatre, the privileges of 
the watiathſe: profeſſion. By their contempt of nie 
the world, they inſenſibly acquired its moſt de- cite 
ſirable advantages; the lively attachment, per- 
| haps, of a young and beautiful woman, the de- mer 


licate plenty of an opulent houſehold, and the Oi uſt 


reſpectful homage of the ſlaves, the freedmen gr 
and the clients of a ſenatorial family. The im- 11m 
menſe fortunes of the Roman ladies were or 
dually conſumed, in laviſh alms and expenſive tai. 
pilgrimages; and the artful monk, who had af. le 
ſigned himſelf the firſt, or poſſibly the ſole tte; 


lace, in the teſtament of his ſpiritual daughter, Mahi 


ſtill preſumed to declare, with the ſmooth face of WY ]crot 
hypocriſy, that he was only the inſtrument of eri 
charity, and the ſteward of the poor. The ers. 
lucrative, but diſgraceful trade (78), which us kom 
exerciſed by the clergy to defraud the expeCtations 
of the natural heirs, had provoked the indigna- WM iſto! 
tion of a ſuperſtitious age: and two of the moſt 
reſpectable of the Latin fathers very honelily ure 


confeſs, that the ignominious edict of Valen- ane 


tinian was juſt and neceſſary ; ; and that the ver 


— Chriſtian " Cit 


144, Se.). Inhis turn, he was reproached with the guilt which he im- 


publicly accuſed as the lover of the widow Paula (tom. ii. p. 363 ). He gueror; 


undoubtedly poſſeſſed the affections, both cf the mother and the daugi* Greet] 


ter ; but he declares, that be never abuled bis influence, to any leib (8) 
er ſenſual purpoſe, | 55 p | og.) w 
4 (Mem. J. 
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00 which was ſtill enjoyed by comedians, chari- 

„ WHT cicers, and the miniſters of idols. But the wiſ- 

tho dom and authority of the legiſlator are ſeldom 

to victorious 1n a conteſt with the vigilant dexterity 

of of private intereſt: and Jerom, or Ambroſe, 

of might patiently acquieſce i in the juſtice of an in- 

de- cfiectual or ſalutary law. If the eccleſialtics 

er- vere checked in the purſuit of perſonal emolu- 

de- ment, they would exert a more laudable in- 

the tuſtry to increaſe the wealth of the church; and 

jen, lenify their covetouſneſs with the ſpecious | 

im- names of piety and patriotiſm (79). 

gry Damaſus, biſhop of Rome, who was con- Ambition - 
(ive WY firained to ſtigmatize the avarice of his clergy by d Dame, 
of. WT the publication of the law of Valentinian, had 1 
(ole ie good ſenſe, or the good fortune, to engage b. 366 
ter, ahis ſervice the zeal and abilities of the learned 306. Fs 
ec berom; and the grateful faint has celebrated the 

t of merit and purity of a very ambiguous charact- 

The WM © (80). But the C plengid vices of the Church of 

was ome, under the reign of Valentinian and 

ons Damaſus, have been curiouſly obſerved by the 

ona- WY bitorian Ammianus, who delivers his impartial 

moſt ſe | in theſe expreſſive words: The præfect- 

ey we of Juventius was accompanied with peace 


*and plenty: but the tranquility of his go- 
" vernment was ſoon diſturbed. by a bloody le- 


1/en- 
the 
{tan 


eble, if 
13.45. 00) Pudit dicere, lacerdotes idolorum, mimi et aurige, et ſcorta, 
be * beleditates capiunt : ſolis clericis ac monachis hac F ge prohibetur. Et non 
, vn prohibetur a perſecutoribus, ſed a principibus Chriſtianis. Nec de lege 
). J Ok ſed doleo cur meruerimus banc legem, Jerom (tom, i. p. 1 3) 
» daugh* 


Ucreetly infinuates the ſecret policy of his patron Damaſus. 


ny e (50) Three words of Jerom, ſanctæ nie moriæ Damaſus (tom. ii. p. 


og) waſh away all his ſtains; and blind the devout eyes of Tilleront | 


(Mem. Eccleſ. tom. viii. p. 386.— 4240). 


Chriſtian prieſts had deſerved to loſe a privilege, b 


dition of the diſtracted * The ardour 


CC of 
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© ſeat, ſurpaſſed the ordinary meaſure of human 
"0 ambition. They contended with the rage of 


wounds and deaths of their followers ; and 
the præfect, unable to reſiſt or to appeaſe the 
© tumult, was conftrained, by ſuperior violence, 
i to retire into the ſuburbs. Damaſus Prevail: 
ed: the well diſputed victory remained on 


"66 thirty-ſeven dead bodies (81) were found in 


not aſtoniſhed that ſo valuable a prize ſhould 
8 40 inflame the deſires of ambitious men, and 


« teſts. The ſucceſsful candidate is ſecure, that 


wo 40 trons (83); that, as ſoon as his dreſs is com- 


tition of two preſbyters of the adverſe party, has unaccountably eſcaped, 
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© of Damaſus and Urſinus, to ſeize the epiſcopal 


„party; the quarrel was maintained by the | 


<& the fide of his faction ; one hundred and 


the Baſilica of Sicininus (82), where the Chiil- 
< tians hold their religious aſſemblies ; and it 
&« was long before the angry minds of the people 
© reſumed their accuſtomed tranquillity. When 
<& ] conſider the ſplendour of the capital, | am 


produce the fierceſt and moſt obſtinate con- 
< he will be enriched by the offerings « of ma. 


60 poſed with becoming care and elegance, he 
| b 66 may 


(81) * himſelf © is "Ee to allow, cradelih mæ interfeCtione; 
diverſi ſexus perpetratæ (in Chron, p. 186.). But an original libel or pe. 


They affirm, that the doors of the Baſilica were burnt, and that the rool 
was untiled ; that Damaſus marched at. the head of his own chere, 
grave-diggers, charioteers, and hired gladiators; that none of Jui pt 
were killed, but that one hundred and fixty dead bodies were found- 
This Petition is ne by. the P. Sirmond, in the firſt volume vi b 
works. g 

(82) The Baſilica of Sl e or r Liberius, is 1 ho 11 
Sa Maria Maggiore, on the Eſquiline hill. Baronius, A. D. 
No. 3; and Donatus, Roma Antiqua et Nova, I. iv. c. 3. P. 462. 


(83) The enemies of maſs 1120 bim ar; act og Matr: narun; 
the ladies enr-ſermieder,” | 


Cione: 
or pe- 
eſcaped, 
the roll 
| clergy, 
15 part) 
- found: 


1e vi his 


hurch df 
D. 367: 
ö 


rondſiny 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


(6 may proceed, in his chariot, 
« ſtreets of Rome (84); and that the ſumptu- 


« quineſs of the Imperial table will not equal 


« the profuſe and delicate entertainments pro- 


« vided by the taſte, and at the expence of the 


Roman pontifts. How much more rationally, 


continues the honeſt Pagan, would thoſe pon- 


« tiffs conſult their true happinels, if, inſtead of 


« alleging the greatneſs of the city as an excuſe 


for their manners, they would imitate the ex- 


« plary life of ſome provincial biſhops, whoſe 
* temperance and ſobriety, whoſe mean apparel, 
* and downcalſt looks, recommend their pure 
and modeſt virtue to the Deity, 
The ſchiſm of Damaſus 
and Urſinus was extinguiſhed by the exile of the 
latter; and the wiſdom of the prefect Pretex- 


and his true 
* worſhippers (85). 


tatus (86) reſtored the tranquillity of the city. 
Prætextatus was a philoſophic Pagan, a man of 
learning, of taſte, and politeneſs ; 


Damaſus, that if he could obtain the biſhopric 


and luxury of the prelates, who reigned in the Imperial cities; their gilt 


car, fiery ſteeds, numerous train, &c, The crowd gave Way: as 50 2 2 


wild beaſt. 


(85) Ammian. \nxvii. 3 perpetuo Nuwiak veriſque ejus coltoribus | 


The incomparable pliancy of a Polytheiſt ! | 
(86) Ammianus, who makes a fair report of his mneſefture (xxvii, 


9), fiyles him preclarz indolis, gravitatiſque, ſenator (xxij. 7. and 
Valeſ. ad loc.). A curious inſcription (Gruter MCIE. No. 2.) records, ia 
two columns, his religious and civil honours, In one line he was Pon- 
- of the Sun, and of Veſta, Augur, Quindecemvir, Hierophant, &c, 


| In the other, x. Quæſtor candidatus, more probably titular. 2, 


whe 3. Correftor of Tuſcany and Umbria: 4. Conſular of Lufi- 
7. Pretorian 


tania, 5. Proconſul of Achaia. 6. Prefect of Rome. 


præfect of Italy. 8. Of Nlyric um. 9. Conſul ele& ; but he died be- 
fore the beginning of the year 385. See Ti lemont. Hiſt. des een 
tom. v. p. 241. 736. | 


through the 


who diſguiſed 
a reproach in the form of a jeſt, when he aſſured 


of 


(84) Gregory Nazianzen (Orat. xx: f. 526.) deſcribes the pride 
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of Rode he himſelf would immediately embrace 
the Chriſtian religion (87). This lively picture 
of the wealth and luxury of the popes in the 
fourth century, becomes the more curious, as it 


_ repreſents the intermediate degree, between the 


humble poverty of the apoſtolic fiſherman, and 
the royal ſtate of a temporal prince, whole do- 


' minions extend from the confines of Naples o 


the banks ot the ro. 
When the ſuffrage of the generals and of the 

army committed the ſceptre of the Roman em- 

pire to the hands of Valentinian, his reputation 


in arms, his military ſkill and experience, and his 
night attachment to the forms, as well as ſpitit, 


of ancient diſcipline, were the principal motives 


of their judicious choice. The eagerneſs of the 
troops who preſſed him to nonunate his colleague, 


was juſtified by the dangerous ſituation of public 
affairs; and Valentinian himſelf was conicious, | 


that the abilities of the moſt active mind were 


_ unequal to the defence of the diſtant frontiers of 
an invaded monarchy. As ſoon as the death of 


Julian had relieved the Barbarians from the tet- 
ror of his name, the moſt ſanguine hopes of 
rapine and conqueſt excited the nations of the 


24D; 364—Ealſt, of the North, and of the South. Their 


375 · 


af 


Ti inroads were fo vexatious, and ſometimes 


formidable ; but, during the twelve years of the 
reign of Valentinian, his firmneſs and vigilance 
protected his own dominions ; and his powerful 


genius ſeemed to inſpire and direct the feeble 


| counſels of his brother. Perhaps the method of 


annals would more : forcibly expreſs the urgent 


"nd 


(87) Facite me Romanæ urbis epiſcopum; et ero protinus Chriſtianus 
(Jerom, tom. ii. p. 165.). It is more than probable, that _ 
would not have purct aſed his converſion at ſuch a price. 
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and divided cares of the two emperors; but the 

attention of the reader, likewiſe, would be 

diſtracted by a tedious and deſultory narrative. 

A ſeparate view of the five great theatres of war : 

|. Germany; II. Britain; III. Africa; IV. The 

Faſt; and, V. The Danube; will impreſs a 

more diſtin image of the military ſtate of the 

empire under the reigns of Valentinian and Va- 

5 1 DT On 


e J. The ambaſſadors of the Alemanni had been i. GAA BN. 
j- oſended by the harſh and haughty behaviour ofx*- Ae. 6 
n  Urfacius, maſter of the offices (88); who, by manni in- if 
is an act of unſeaſonable parſimony, had diminiſh-1*% Gb | | 
i ed the value, as well as the quantity, of the es | 
es preſents, to which they were entitled, either mM 
: from cuſtom or treaty, on the acceſſion of a ne- iy 
ie, emperor. They expreſſed, and they communi- 15 
lic ated to their countrymen, their ſtrong ſenſe of [ 
us, the national affront. The iraſcible minds of the : 
ere chiefs were exaſperated by the ſuſpicion of con- { 
of tempt ; and the martial youth crowded to their 0 
of ſtandard. Before Valentinian could paſs the N 
er- Alps, the villages of Gaul were in flames; be- 
of White his general Dagalaiphus could encounter the 

the [Alemanni, they had ſecured the captives and DO, 16 
1eir ihe ſpoil in the foreſts of Germany. In the be-a. D. 45s. _ 4 

mes ginning of the enſuing year, the military forceJ=-vary. 1 
the eb the whole nation, in deep and ſolid columns, | 

nce oke through the barrier of the Rhine, during 

ful be ſeverity of a northern winter. TWO Roman 

eble {ſcouts were defeated and mortally wounded ; 

4 of dthe ſtandard of the Heruli and Batavians fell 

gent os the hands of the conquerors, who diſplayed, 

and ech iinſulting ſhouts and menaces, the trophy of 

5 e victory. The ſtandard was recovered; but 

ſtianus „ e 

Al 


the 
| 53) Ammian. xxvi, 5. Valeſius adds a long and good dete on the 
aller of the olfices, | | I 
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the Batavians had not redeemed the ſhame of their 
_ diſgrace and flight in the eyes of their ſevere judge. 
It was the opinion of Valentinian, that his toldic;; 
muſt learn to fear their commander, before th 
cCould ceaſe to fear the enemy. The troops were 
ſolemnly aſſembled: and the trembling Bata. 
vians were incloſed within the circle of the Impe- 


nal: and, as if he diſdained to puniſh cowardice 
with death, he inflicted a ſtain of indelible ig 


puſillanimity were found to be the firſt occaſion 
of the defeat. The Batavians were degraded 


condemned to be ſold for ſlaves to the higheſt 
| bidder. At this tremendous ſentence the rroop 
fell proſtate on the ground ; deprecated the in- 
dignation of their ſovereign ; and proteſted, 
that, if he would indulge them in another trial, 
% they would approve themſelves not unworthy of 


lentinian, with affected reluctance, yielded to £ 
their entreaties : the Batavians reſumed thei 
arms; and with their arms, the invincible re- 
FD folution of wiping away their diſgrace in e gi 
blood of the Alemanni (89). The principi a0 


cation, before the end of the campaign, of ſee- 


Batavians is ſuppreſſed by the contemporary ſoldier, from a regu 
military honour, which copld not affect a Greek thetorician of the: 
Feeding age. | 
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rial army. Valentinian then aſcended his tribu- 
nominy on the officers, whoſe miſconduct and 


from their rank, | ſtripped of their arms, and 


the name of Romans, and of his ſoldiers. Va- 


{ 


command was declined by Dagalaiphus ; aud 5 


that experienced general, who had repreſented, 
perhaps with too much prudence, the extreme 
difficulties of the undertaking, had the morlif- 


ing 


(889) Aman xxvii. 1. e iv. p. 208. The diſgrace of d 


or THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 281 


ing his rival Jovinus convert thoſe difficulties into 

a deciſive advantage over the ſcattered forces of 

the Barbarians. At the head of a well diſciplin- Their defeat. 
ed army of cavalry, infantry, and light troops 1 
Jovinus ad vanced, with cautious and rapid ſteps, =—_ 
io Scarponna (90), in the territory of Metz, 1 


. where he ſurprized a large diviſion of the Ale- 

u. manni, before they had time to run to their 

Ws ums; and fluſhed his ſoldiers with the confi- 

185 lence of an eaſy and bloodleſs victory. Ano- 

nd ther diviſion, or rather army, of the enemy, 

10n alter the cruel and wanton devaſtation of the 

ded adjacent country, repoſed themſelves on the | 
and Wi ſhady banks of the Moſelle. Jovinus, who had 1 
hel! viewed the ground with the eye of a general, * 
0p made his ſilent approach through a deep and 4 
"WT woody vale, till he could diſtinctly perceive the + 34 
ted, | indolent ſecurity of the Germans. Some were =_ 
rial | bathing their huge limbs in the river: others : 
y of were combing their long and flaxen hair; others | 
V again were ſwallowing large draughts of rich and 6 
d %% delicious wine. On a ſudden they heard the | 
incl Wi found of the Roman trumpet ; they ſaw the | 
os enemy in their camp. Aſtoniſnment produced | 
1 I diforder ; diſorder was followed by flight and f 
auß diſmay; and the confuſed multitude of the | 
; — braveſt warriors was pierced by the ſwords and | 
ente javelins of the legionaries and auxiliaries. The | 
115 fugitives eſcaped to the third, and moſt conſi- 


derable, camp, in the Catalaunian plains, near 
Chalons in Champagne: the ſtraggling detach- 
ments were haſtily recalled to their ſtandard ; 

and the Barbarian chiefs, alarmed and admo- 


niſhed 


90) See 4 Anville, Notice de F'ancienne Gaule, p. 587. The name 
d the Moſelle, which is not ſpecificd by Ammianus, is e underſioos . 
0 Maſcou (Hiſt, of the ancient Germans, vii, 2.). 


— 
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: niſhed by the fate of their companions, prepared 
to encounter, in a deciſive battle, the victorious 
forces of the lieutenant of Valentinian. The 
bloody and obſtinate conflict laſted a whole 
ſummer's day, with equal valour, and with al. 
ternate ſucceſs. The Romans at length pre- 
vailed, with the loſs of about twelve hundred 
men. Six thouſand of the Alemanni were lain, 
four thouſand were wounded ; and the brave 
IJIovinus, after chacing the flying remnant of 
tC" 0 hoſt as far as the banks of the Rhine, re- 
turned to Paris, to receive the applauſe of his 
ſovereign, and the enſigns of the conſulſhip for 
the enſuing year (91). The triumph of the 
Romans was indeed ſullied by their treatment of 
the captive king, whom they hung on a gibbet, 
without the knowledge of their indignant gene- 
ral. This diſgraceful act of cruelty, which 
might be imputed to the fury of the troops, was 
followed by the deliberate murder of Withicab, 
the ſon of Vadomair; a German prince, of a 
weak and ſickly conſtitution ; but of a daiing 
and formidable ſpirit. The domeſtic aſſaſſin was 
inſtigated and protected by the Romans (92) ; 
the violation of the laws of humanity and juſtice 
betrayed their ſecret apprehenſion of the weak- 
| neſs of the declining empire. The uſe of 8 
dagger is ſeldom adopted in public councils, 5 
long as they retain any confidence 1 in the Hs 
of the ſword. 
Valentinian While the Alemanni appeared to be humbled 
eter by their recent calamities, the pride of Valenti. 


Rhine, nian was mortified by the > unexpected {ul prifal of 
A. D. 368, 5 | Mo- 


(91) The battles are deſcribed by Ammianus (xxvii. 2), and by Zobmus | 
(1, iv. p. 209.) ; who fuppoſes Valentmian to have been prelent. 
(92) Studio ſolicitante noſtrorum, occubuit. Ammian, XXVII. 10. 
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Moguntiacum, or Mentz, the principal city of 
the Upper Germany. In the unſuſpicious mo- 
ment of a Chriſtian feſtival, Rando, a bold and 
artful chieftain, who had long meditated his at- 
tempt, ſuddenly paſſed the Rhine; entered the 
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gefenceleſs town, and retired with a multitude of 


captives of either ſex. Valentinian reſolved to 


execute ſevere vengeance on the whole body of 


the nation. Count Sebaſtian, with the bands of 
Italy and Illyricum, was ordered to invade their 
country, moſt probably on the ſide of Rhætia. 

| be emperor in perſon, accompanied by his ſon 


Gratian, paſſed the Rhine at the head of a for- 


midable army, which was ſupported on both 
| fanks by Jovinus and Severus, the two maſters- 


general of the cavalry and infantry of the Weſt. 
The Alemanni, unable to prevent the devaſta- 
tion of their villages, fixed their camp on a lofty, 
and almoſt inacceſſible, mountain, in the modern 


duchy of Wirtemberg, and reſolutely expected 
the approach of the Romans. The life of Va- 
lentinian was expoſed to imminent danger, by 
the intrepid curioſity with which he perſiſted to 

explore ſome ſecret and unguarded path. A 
ttoop of Barbarians ſuddenly roſe from their am- 


buſcade: and the emperor, who vigorouſly 


ſpurred his horſe down a ſteep and ſlippery de- 


ſcent, was obliged to leave behind him his ar- 
mour-bearer, and his helmet, magnificently en- 


nched with gold and precious ſtones. At the 
ſignal of the general aſſault, the Roman troops 
encompaſſed and aſcended the mountain of So- 
leinium on three different ſides. Every ſep 
which they gained, increaſed their ardour, and 


abated the refiſtance of the enemy: and after 
their united forces had occupied the ſummit of 


| the hill, they impetuouſly urged the Barbarians 


down 
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* the northern deſcent, where count Se- 
baſtian was poſted to intercept their retreat. Af. 
ter this ſignal victory, Valentinian returned tg 
his winter- quarters at Treves; where he indulged 
the public joy by the exhibition of ſplendid and 


triumphal games (93). But the wiſe monarch, 


Inſtead of aſpiring to the conqueſt of Germany, 
confined his attention to the important and k- 
borious defence of the Gallic frontier, againſt an 
enemy, whoſe ſtrength was redeemed by a 
ſtream of daring volunteers, which inceſſantly 
flowed from the moſt diſtant tribes of tl 
North (94): The banks of the Rhine, from its 
ſource to the ſtreights of the ocean, were cloſcly 
planted with ſtrong caſtles and convenient tow- 
ers; new works, and new arms, were invented 
by the ingenuity of a prince who was ſkilled in 
the mechanical arts; and his numerous levies of 
Roman and Barbarian youth were ſeverely train- 
ed in all the exerciſes of war. The progreſs of 
the work, which was ſometimes oppoſed by 
modeſt repreſentations, and ſometimes by hoſtile 
attempts, ſecured the tranquility of Gaul during 
the nine ſubſequent years of the adminiſtration of 
Valentinian (95). n 
at 


Ly The expedition of Valcatioian is related 5 1 (a. 
10.): and celebrated by Auſonius (Moſell. 421, &c.), who fooliſhly lu}: 
poſes, that the Romans were ignorant of the ſources of the Danube. 

(94) Immanis enim natio, jam inde ab incunabulis primis varietate 
caſuum imminuta ; ita ſæpius adoleſcit, ut fuiſſe longis ſæculis zſtimetv! 
| intacta. Ammian. xxviii. 5. The Count de Buat (Hiſt. des Peupie | 
de I'Europe, tom. vi. p. 370.) aſcribes the fecundity of r Alemanni to | 
their eaſy adoption of ſtrangers. WEN 

| (95) Ammian. xxviii. 2. Zoſimus, l. iv. p. 214. The younger Victor 
mentions the mechanical genius of Valentinian, nova arma meditar'; 

gue terra ſeu limo firauJacra. | 
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That prudent emperor, who diligently prac- Phe Bur- 
tiſed the wile maxims of Diocletian, was ſtudi-gundians, | 
ous to foment and excite the inteſtine diviſions of* 237% 
the tribes of Germany. About the middle of 
the fourth century, the countries, perhaps of 


1, Luface and Thuringia, on either fide of the Elbe, 
7 were occupied by the vague dominion of the 

a BUR CUNDIAN S; a warlike and numerous peo- 

n ple, of the Vandal race (96), whoſe obſcure 
a name inſenſibly ſwelled into a powerful kingdom, 
ly and has finally ſettled on a flouriſhing province. 
he The moſt remarkable circumſtance in the ancient 


manners of the Burgundians, appears to have 
been the difference of their civil and eccleſiaſtical 
conſtitution. The appellation of Hendinos was 
given to the king or general, and the title of 


in diniſtus to the high-prieſt, of the nation. The -- 
; of WF perſon of the prieſt was ſacred, and his dignity 12 
un- perpetual ; but the temporal government was 4 
of bed by a very precarious tenure. If the events #0 


by 
ſtile 
ing 
N of 


of war accuſed the courage or conduct of the 
king, he was immediately depoſed ; and the in- 
juſtice of his ſubjects made him reſpoaſible for 
the fertility of the earth, and the regularity of 
the ſeaſons, which ſeemed to fall more properly 
within the ſacerdotal department (97). The 


That 
da cquted poſſeſſion of ſome ſalt- pits (98) engaged 


(Avi. 

ly ſup 

arietate 95) Bellicoſos et pubis immenſæ viribus afluentes z et ideo metuendos 
timetur lnitimis univerſis. Ammian. xxviii. 8. „ „* | 
Peuple: | (97) Iam always apt to ſuſpe& hiſtorians and travellers of improving 
anni to *Miaordinary facts into general laws. Ammianus aſcribes a ſimilar cuſ- 


tom to Egypt; and the Chineſe have imputed i to the Tatſin, or Roman | 

empire (de Guignes, Hiſt. des Huns, tom. ii. part i. p. 79.) Po 

(98) Salinarum finiumque cauſi Alemannis ſpe jurgabant. Ammian. 

IXVli1, 5. Poſſibly they diſputed the poſſefiion of the Sala, a river which 
Produced ſalt, and which had been the object of ancient contention - 

Ticit, Annal' xiii, 57 and Lipſius ad loc. | DE | 


Ty Victor | 
\editar!; 


= 2232 — * . — — 1 4 - 
— — — — — ; 


8 


ſeeret ſolicitations, and liberal offers, of the 
emperor; and their fabulous deſcent from the 
Roman ſoldiers, who had formerly been left tg 


with mutual credulity, as it was conducive to 
mutual intereſt (99). An army of fourſcore 
thouſand Burgundians ſoon appeared on the | 
banks of the Rhine ; and impatiently required 
the ſupport and ſubſidies which Valentinian had 


and fortifications of the Gallic frontier checked 
the fury of their juſt reſentment; and their mal- 
facre of the captives ſerved to embitter the he- 
reditary feud of the Burgundians and the Ale. 
manni. The inconſtancy of a wile prince may, 
perhaps, be explained by ſome alteration of ci- 
cumſtances; and, perhaps, it was the original 
deſign of Valentinian to intimidate, rather than 
to deſtroy; as the balance of power would have 
been equally overturned by the extirpation of 
either of the German nations. Among the 
- princes of the Alemanni, Macrianus, who, 
with a Roman name, had aſſumed the arts of 4 


eſteem. The emperor himſelf, with a light and 
unincumbered band, condeſcen 


— fiunt: and the vague tradition gradually aſſumed a more regular torn 


Who compoſed the hiſtory of Druſus, and ſerved in Germany (Plit 
Secund. Epiſt. iii. f.), within fixty years after the death of that he's 


ut. Natur. iv, 28.). 


* 
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the Alemanni and the Burgundians in frequent 
conteſts : the latter were eaſily tempted, by the 


garriſon the fortreſſes of Druſus, was admitted 


promiſed: but they were amuſed with excuſe; 
and delays, till at length, after a fruitleſs expec- 
tation, they were compelled to retire. The arms 


foldier and a ſtateſman, deſerved his hatred and 


led to pals the 
(99) Jam inde temporibus priſcis ſobolern ſe eſſe Romanam Burgund 


(Orol. J. vii. c. 32.) . It is annihilated by the deciſwe authority of Plinyy 


&c 


Germanorum genera quinque Vindili z quorum pars Bur gundianes, 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


Rhine, marched fifty miles into the country, 
and would infallibly have ſeized the object of his 
purſuit, if his judicious meaſures had not been 


o the republic (1000. 


tin was expoſed to the depredations: of the 


(efeated by the impatience of the troops. Ma- 
cianus was afterwards admitted to the honour 
of 4 perſonal conference with the emperor ; and 
the favours which he received, fixed him, till 
the hour of his death, a ſteady and fincere friend 


Saxons. That celebrated name; in which we 


rms tave a dear and domeſtic intereſt, cn the 
bed oe of Tacitus; and in the maps of Prolemy, 


t faintly marks the natrow neck of the Cimbtic 
he- 


Ae. routh of the Elbe (101). This contracted 


nay, Nautory, the preſent Duchy of Sleſwig, or per- 
ci- Whips of Holſtein, was incapable of pouting fortng 
oinal de inexhauſtible ſwarms of Sax ons who reigned 
than aer the ocean, who filled the Britiſh iſland with 
have eir language, their laws, and their coloriies, 

on of WW! who fo long defended the liberty of the 
the North againſt the arms of Charlemagne (102). 
who, be ſolütion of this difficulty is eaſily derived 


Vor. IV. 
d and 
ht and 
aſs the 
Rhine, 


(129) The wars and negociations, relative to the Burgundians' and 


* — 


. Caſſodorius, fix ſome dates, and add ſome circumſtances. 
LL (101) Exi res æuννẽ,“ T KIA xieromors Eatove. 
; Burgood 
coular 15 . 
of Pliny 
nany (Pin 
* that herd 
diene, * 


Jay, iv. 27.) Ptolemy fixes the temnant of the Ciubrl. He fs the 


dae United, as early as the ſixth century, under the natiobab appella- 
It of Danes, See Cluver. German. Antiq. J. il. e. 21, 225 23: . 
(192) M. d' Anbille (Etablllement des Etats de l'Europe, &. p. 19 
8.) has marked the eztenhve limit: of the Satony of Charlemagus. 


8 from 


ſeninſula, and three ſmall iſſauds towards the 


Vemenni, are diſtinoly related by Ammianus Marcellinus (xxViiti. g. 
Tu. 4. Xxx. 3.) Orofius (1, vii. c. 32), and the Chronicles of Jerom z 


the northern extremity of the peninſula (the Cimbric promontory of 


terval between the Saxoms and the'Cimbri with fix obſcure' tribes, Who 


# ba 


The land was covered by the fortifications of The Saxon, 
Valentimiat ; but the ſea-coaſt of Gaul and Bri _ 


* 
oy 
* 
1 
* 
15 
k 


23 


tion, of the tribes of Germany ; ; Which were 
blended with each other by the ſlighteſt accident; 
of war or friendſhip. The ſituation of the na- 
tive Saxons diſpoſed them to embrace the ha- 
2ardous profeſſions of fiſhermen and pirates 
and the ſucceſs of their firſt adventures would 
naturally excite the emulation of their brave] 
countrymen, who were impatient of the gloomy 
ſolitude of their woods and mountains. Ever, 
| tide might float down the Elbe whoſe fleets of 
_. canoes, filled with hardy and intrepid aſſociates 
who aſpired to behold the unbounded proſped 
of the ocean, and to taſte the wealth and luxur 
of unknown worlds, It ſhould ſeem probable 
however, that the moſt numerous auxiliaries 0 
the Saxons were furniſhed by the nations uh 
delt along the ſhores of the Baltic. They pol 
ſeſſed arms and ſhips, the art of navigation, an 
the habits of naval war; but the difficulty o 
iſſuing through the northern columns of Hezeu 
les (103) (which, during ſeveral months of th 
year, are obſtructed with ice) confined the 


lake. The rumour of the ſucceſsful armamen 
_* Which ſailed from the mouth of the Elbe, wol 


of Sleſwig, and to launch their veſſels on! 
great fea, The various troops of pirates a 
| adventurers, who fonght under the {ame lian 
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from the fimilar manners, and looſe conflit 1 


pirat. 
the (] 
of E 


Was a 
ſoon provoke them to croſs the narrow iſthn ri 


kill and courage within the limits of a ſpacio 


as 


ad, were N united in a | permanent) 100 
Ludus 


Ry os The feet of Drofos had failed i in their e to 5 or 


e to approach, the Sound (ſtyled, from an obvious reſemblance, t the cube gen 


of Hercules) and the naval enterprize was never reſumed (Tac lebt, ve 
Moribus German. c. 34). The knowledge which the Romans «et, de 


of the naval powers of the Baltic (e. 44 45 ), was obtained by | res ( 
| land | . in ſearch of amber. 1 enlus g 
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tually moulded into a national body, by the 
ruinity 3 and the adjacent tribes, who ſolicited 


the Saxons. If the fact were not eſtabliſhed by 
the moſt unqueſtionable evidence, we ſhould 
I ippear to abuſe the credulity of our readers, by 


German Ocean, the Britiſh Channel, and the 
Bay of Biſcay. The keel of their large flat- 


vicker, with a covering of ſtrong hides ( 104). 
tons, they muſt always have been expoſed to 


une, of ſhipwreck ; and the naval annals of the 
Grons were undoubtedly filled with the accounts 
ef the loſſes, which they ſuſtained on the coaſts of 


the ſhore :; their ſkill was confirmed by the habits 
if enterprize ; the meaneſt of their mariners 


Cs rejoiced in the appearance of a tempeſt, 


1104) Quin et t Aremorievs PR * trag 

Sperabat 3 cui pelle ſalum ſulcare Britannum 

| Ludus 3 et aſluto glaucum mare findere lembo. 

paſs, of | | Sidon. in Panegyr! Avit. 369. 
„the coivl 

ed (Tac) 


mans 2000 


ined by | 


lebt, veſſels, which were likewiſe uſed by the natives of Britain (Com- 


aint of pd 3 


ciety, at firſt of rapine, and afterwards, of go- 
rermment, A military confederation was gra- 


gentle operation of marriage and conſan- 


the alliance, accepted the name and laws, of 


the deſcription of the veſlels in which the Saxon 
pirates ventured to ſport in the waves of the 


bottomed boats was framed of light timber, 
but the ſides and upper-works conſiſted only of 
In the courſe of their flow and diſtant naviga- | 


the danger, and very frequenily to the misfor- 


Vain and Gaul, But the darinz ſpirit of the 
rates braved the perils, both of the ſea, and of 


Kas alike capable, of handling an oar, of rearing 
ail, or of conducting a veſſel; and the Sax- 


8 „„ which 


Ne pena at Cefur imitated, for a particular ſervice, theſe rude, but | 


bent, de Bell. Civil. i. 51. and Guichardt, Nouveaux Memoires Mili- 
ures, tom. ii. p. 41, 42.) . The Britiſh veſſels would now aſtonilh the 


— 
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pl their depredations, and the moſt ſequeſtered 
places had no reaſon to preſume on their ſecurity. 
The Saxon boats drew ſo little. water, that they 
could eaſil proceed fourſcore or an hundred 
miles up the great rivers ; their weight was fo 
inconſiderable, that they were tranſported on o. 

1 waggons from one river to another; and the 


or of the Rhine, might deſcend, with the rapid 
ſtream of the K 


A. D. 3771 


which concealed their deſign, and diſperſed the 
fleets of the enemy-(105). After gy had ac- 
quired. an accurate knowledge of the maritime 
provinces of the Weſt, they extended the ſcene 
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\ 


Pirates who had entered the mouth of the Seine, 


ha into the "Malliterrancin 
Under. the reign, of Valentinian, the maritime fr 


pPtovinces of Gaul were afflicted. by. the Saxons: tif; 


b aſi le. and, onourable retreat: and the condition 


| 8 Bidonius Apollinaris (I. viit. epiſt. 6, p. 223. edit. Sirmond.), and the def 
: commentary in the Abbs du Bos (Hiſt. Critique de la. Monarchie Fra 


a military count was ſtationed for the defence of 


| ele&t Nane their tall and robuſt youth to ſene Tro 


| _ rodbers; and Orofivs (l. vii. c. 32.) more clearly expreſſes their real gal 
i virtute any agllitate terribiles. 


the ſea-coaſt, or Armorican limit ; and that of- 


| ficer, who found his ſtrength, or his abilities, WA wer 
unequal to the taſk, implored the aſſiſtance d 


Severus, maſter-general of the infantry, The 


| Saxons, ſurrounded. and out numbered, ner wy 


forced to relinquiſh their ſpoil, and to ie: 
in the Imperial armies. They ſtipulated only ail fatt 


was readily granted by the Roman general 
who. meditated an act of perfidy (106), imp] pref 


dent as it was inhuman, while a Saxon remaineq tion; 


alive, and in arms, to Tevenge the fate of li 
coun 


(105) The beſt original. account of the Saxon pirates may be found! 


 coiſe, &c. tom. i. I. i. c. 16. p. 148—t55., See likewiſe p. 77» 78) 
(106) Ammian (xxviii. 5.) juſtifies this breach of faith to, pica'cs.30 
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c- 

me country men. The premature eagerneſs of the 
IG infantry, who were ſecretly poſted in a deep 

red alley, betrayed the ambuſcade; and they would 
ity. nerhaps have fallen the victims of their own _ 
bey treachery, if a large body of cuiraſſiers, alarmed = 
red iy the noiſe of the combat, had not haſtily ad- 

s (0 WY aunced to extricate their companions, and to 


werwhelm the undaunted valour of the Saxons. 


on 
the WW Some of the priſoners were ſaved from the edge 
ine, of the ſword, to ſhed their blood in the amphi- 
apid theatre: and the orator Symmachus complains, 
can, WW that twenty-nine of thoſe deſperate ſavages, by 
time ll ſtrangling themſelves with their own hands, had 
ons: diſappointed the amuſement of the public. Yet 

ce of the polite and philoſophic citizens of Rome were 
t o inprefſed with the deepeſt horror, when they 
it1es, vere informed, that the Saxons confetrated to 


Ce 0 


E the gods the tythe of their human ſpoil; and, that 
he 


they aſcertained by lot the objects of the barba- 


were tous ſacrifice (107.) 

ielda Il. The fabulous colonies of Ravotians and Il. Bar. | 
\ (rv Trojans, of Scandinavians and Spaniards, which Ane Scots 
"ny 2 the pride, and amuſed the credulity, of and Pitt. 

dito cur rude anceſtors, have inſenſibly vaniſhed in 

neral be light of ſcience and philoſophy (108). The 


mpr 
nainec 
of hit 


coun 


preſent age is ſatisfied with the ſimple and ra- 
aa, that the Hands of Great Britain 
=} 


(109) 8 (J. ü. epiſt, 46.) Ai e to mention the 
cred names of Secrates and philoſophy, Sidonius, biſhop of Clermont, 
micht condernn (1. viii. epiſt. 6. I, with le 2. inconſiſteney, the human fa Wi 
Cikices of the Saxons. E | | $64.00 

(108) In the beginning of the laſt century, the learned. Cambden was : 17 0 
tilged to undermine, with reſpectful ſcepticiſm, the romance of Brutusy 
the Trojan; 3 who is now buried, in ſilent oblivion, with Sceta, the 
Gavghter of Pharaoh, and her numerous progeny, Vet I am informed, BY 
that ſome LR of the Mileſtan colmy may ſtill be found among the | 8 
riginal natives of Ireland. A people diſſatisfied with their preſent CO» 
ham gralp at ch viſions of their paſt c or future glory. 


he found! 
1d the bel 
chie Fra 
„18. 
en 
real. galt 
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| and Ireland were gradually peopled from the ad. 
jacent continent of Gaul. From the coaſt of 
Kent, tothe extremity of Caithneſs and Ulſter, 
the memory of a Celtic origin was diſtinct 
preſerved, in the perpetual reſemblance of lan- 
guage, of religion, and of manners: and the 
peculiar characters of the Britiſh tribes, might be 
naturally aſcribed to the influence of accidental 
and local circumſtances (109). The Roman 
province was reduced to the ſtate of civilized 
and peaceful ſervitude: the rights of ſavage free- 
dom wete contracted to the narrow limits of Ca- 
ledonia. The inhabitants of that northern re. 
gion were divided, as early as the reign of Con- 
ſtentine, between 'the two great tribes of the 
| Scots and of the PicTs (110), who have ſince 
experienced a very different fortune. The pow- 
er, and almoſt the memory, of the Picts, have 


( 100 Tacitus, or rather his G law Agricola, might remark 
the Getman or Spaniſh complexion af ſome Britiſh tribes, But it wat 
cheir ſober deliberate opinion. In univerſum tamen #itimanti Gallo: 
e vicinum ſolum occupaile credibile eſt: Forum ſacra deprehendas .. 
ſermo haud multum diverſus (in Vit. Agricol. c. xi.) Cæfar had ch. 
ſerved their common religion (Comment. de Bello Ga lico, vi. 13); 
nnd in his time, the emigration from the Belgic Gaul was a receit, or 
at leaſt an hiſtorical, event (v. 10.) . Cambden, the Britiſh Strabo, bas 
modeitly aſcertained our 9 antiquities (Britannia, vol. i. Intro- 
duction, p. ii—xxx1). 

(110) In the dark and doubtful paths of Caledonian ige U have 
| choſen for my guides two learned and ingenious Highlanders, whom thei: 
birth and education had peculiarly qualified for that office. See Critical 
Diſſertations on the Origin, Antiquities, &c. of the Caledoniane, by Dr, 
John Macpherſon, London, 1768, in 410; and, Introduction to the 
15 Hiſtory of Great Britain and Ireland, by James Macpherſon, Elq; Lot 
don, 1773, in gto. third edit. Dr. Macpherſon was a miniſter in th? 

Iſle of Sky: and it is a circumſtance honourable for the preſent age, that 
2 work, replete with erudition and cnticilm, abe dave been complied 
7 m 15 mol remote e of the Keri 
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been extinguiſhed by their ſucceſsful rivals; and 
the Scots, after maintaining for ages the dignity 
ok an independent kingdom, have multiplied, by 
an equal and voluntary union, the honours of 
the Engliſh name. The hand of nature had 
contributed to mark the ancient diſtinction of 


the Scots and Pits. The former were the men 


of the hills, and the latter thoſe of the plain. 
The eaſtern coaſt of Caledonia may be conſi- 


dered as a level and fertile country, which, even 
na rude ſtate of tillage, was capable of pro- 


ducing a conſiderable quantity of corn: and the 
epithet of cruitnich, or wheat-eaters, expreſſed 


the contempt, or envy, of the carnivorous high- 


ander. The cultivation of the earth might in- 
troduce- a more accurate ſeparation of property, 
and the habits of a ſedentary life; but the love of 
arms and rapine was {till ther uling paſſion of the 5 


Pts: and their warriors, who ſtripped them- 


{lves for a day of battle, were diſtinguiſhed, in 
the eyes of the Romans, by the ſtrange faſhion of 
painting their naked bodies, with gaudy colours 


and fantaſtic figures. The weſtern part of Ca- 
ledonia irregularly riſes into wild and barren hills, 


which ſcarcely repay the toil of the huſbandman, 
and are moſt profitably uſed for the paſture of 


cattle, The highlanders were condemned to the 


occupations of ſhepherds and hunters; and, as 
they ſeldom were fixed to any permanent habi- 

| tation, they acquired the expreſſive name or 
cors, Which, in the Celtic tongue, is ſaid to 
be equivalent to that of wanderers, or vagrants. 
The inhabitants of a barren land were urged to 


ſeck a freſh ſupply of food in the waters. The 
deep lakes and bays which interſect their coun- 


| try, are plentifully ſtored with fiſn; and they 
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_ of the ocean. The vicinity of the Hebrides, {; 


nocturnal courfe by the light of the well-known 
ſtars. The two bold headlands of Calcdoni; 
almoſt touch the ſhores of a ſpacious iſland, 
which obtained, from its luxuriant vegetation, 
the epithet of Green ; and has preſerved, with 
flight alteration, the name of Erin, or lerne, or 


riod of antiquity, the fertile plains of Ulſter 
received a colony of hungry Scots; and that 


encounter the arms of the legions, ſpread their 


conqueſts over the ſavage and unwarlike natives 
of a ſolitary iſland. It is certain, that, in the 


the Scots; and that the Tina: ed tribes, WO 


 hvely tradition of their common name and ori- 


who diffuſed the Ii ht of Chriſtianity « over North 
Britain, eſtabliſhed the vain opinion, that thei 


ſpiritual, fathers of the Scottiſh race. The look 


- venerable Bede, who fcattered ſome rays of light 
over the darkneſs of the eighth century. On this 
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gradually ventured to caſt their nets in the warts 
profuſe! ſcattered along the weſtern coaſt of 

Scotland, tempted their curioſity, and improved 
their {kill ; and they acquired, by flow degrees, 


the art, or rather the habit, of managing their 
boats in a tempeſtuous ſea, and of ſteering their 


Ireland. It is probable, that in ſome remote pe- 


the ſtrangers of the North, who had dared to 


dedining age of the Roman empire, Caledonia, 
Ireland, and the Iſle of Man, were inhabited by 


were often aflociated in military enterpriſe 
were deeply affected by the various accidents of 
their mutual fortunes. They long cheriſhed the 


gin: and the miſſionaries of the Iſle of 8 Sainte. 


Iriſh countrymen were the natural, as well a: 


and obſcure tradition bas been preſerved by the 


el aue don, gn bbge ben Of 
& $4 be | able 


o THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


the monks ; two orders of men, who e 
abuſed the privilege of fiction. The Scotti 


fable was gradually reared, by the bards, and 
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ed nation, with miſtaken pride, adopted their Iriſh 

es, genealogy : and the annals of a long line of ima- 

er ginary Kings have been adorned by the fancy of 

bY Boethius, and the claſſic elegance of Buchan- | 

"WK #2 (117). 
mig Six years after the death of Conſtantine, the Their zu- 
nd, deſtructive inroads of the Scots and Picts required! fron of Bri- | 
o_ ſ f hi { fon, wh ed . 5 

the preſence of his younge on, who reigned a. D.zq3= 

ha in the weſtern empire. Conſtans viſited hisz6s. 
*. Britiſh dominions : but we may form ſome eſti- 
. mate of the importance of his atchievements, by 

15 he language of panegyric, which celebrates only 
= bis triumph over the elements; or, in other 
15 vords, the good fortune of a ſafe and eaſy paſ- 
oY lige, from the port of Boulogne to the harbour 
1ves oof 
Na, iin) The Iriſh deſcent of the Scots bas been revived, in the laſt 
d by moments of its decay, and. ſtrenuouſly ſupported, by 'the Rev. Mr. 
who Whitaker (Hiſt. of Mancheſter, vol. i. p 430, 431; and Genuine Hiſtory 

” > the Britons aſſerted, &c. p. 1 54—293.). Yet he acknowledges, 1- 
Aue. That the Scots of Ammianus Marcellinus (A. D. 340.) were already 
is of ſettled in Caledonia; and that the Roman authors do not afford any hints 
| the d che ir emigration from another country. 2. That all the accounts of 
| Ori- fach emigrations, which have been aſſerted, or received, by Iriſh bards, 

m5 Scotch hiſtorians, or Engliſh antiquaries (Buchanan, Cambden, Uſher, 
Inte. Niſlingfleet, &c ), are totally fabulous. 3. Tha! three of the Iriſh tribes, 
lorth | which are mentioned by Piolemy (A. D. 150. ), were of Caledonian ex- 

theit action. 4. That a younger branch of Caledonian princes, of the houſe 
Al as if Fingzl, acquired and poſſeſſed the monarchy of, Ireland. Aiter theſe | 

5 F con ceſſions, the iemaining difference between Mr. Whitaker and his 
tool uverſaries is winute and obſcure. The genuine hiſtory, which he pro- 
Y thi daces, of a Fergus, the couſin of Oſñan, who was tranſplanted (A. D. 

light 330.) from Ireland to Caledonia, is built on a conjeCtural ſupplement to 
1 this the Erſe poetry; and the feeble evidence of Richard of Cirenceſter, a 
4 monk ef the fourteenth century. The lively ſpirit of the learned and 
9 5 agenious antiquarian has tempted him to ſorget the nature of a Tas 
fa 9 "a he ſo og th daten and fo led 5 . 1 
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of Sandwich (112). 


and the 
tranſient relief which they might obtain from the 


virtues of Julian, was foon loſt by the abſence 
and death of their benefactor. 


The ſums of 
gold and ſilver, which had been painfully col- 


lected, or liberally tranſmitted, for the payment 

of the troops, were intercepted by the avarice of 

| at leaſt; ex- 

emptions, from the military ſervice, were pub- 
licly ſold ; 


the commanders; diſcharges, or, 


the diſtreſs of the ſoldiers, who were 
injuriouſly deprived. of their legal and ſcanty 


ſubſiſtence, provoked them to frequent deſertion; 
the nerves of diſcipline were relaxed, 
highways were infeſted with robbers (1 13). The 
oppreſſion of the good, and the impunity of the 
wicked, equally contributed to diffuſe through 
the iſland a ſpirit of diſcontent and revolt; and 


and the 


every ambitious ſubject, every deſperate exile, 


might entertain a reaſonable hope of ſubverting 
the weak and diſtracted government of Britain, 
The hoftile tribes of the North, who deteſted 


the pride and power of the King of the World, 


: ſuſp ended their domeſtic feuds; and the . 
rians of the land and ſea, the Scots, the Picts, 
and the Saxons, ſpread themſelves, with rapid 


and irreſiſtible fury, from the wall of Antoninus 


(112) "MENS tumentes ac ſevientes undas calciſtis Sete fob: remis 


5 bn ke nd inſperatam imperatoris faciem Britannus expavit, Ju ius 
Firmicus Maternus de Errore Profan. Relig p. 464. edit. Gronov. ad 


calcem Minuc. Fæl. See Tillemont (Hiſt. des Emperenrs; tom. Iv. 


p. 336.) 
_ (113) Libanius, Orat. Patent. c. Xxxxix. p. 264. This curious « paſſog 


has clcaped the diligence of our Britiſh antiquaries. 


75 


The calamities which the 

afflicted provincials continued to experience, 
from foreign war, and domeſtic tyranny, were 
aggravated by the feeble and corrupt admini- 
ſtration of the eunuchs of Conſtantius; 
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to the ſhores of Kent. Every production of art 
and nature, every object of convenience or lux- 


ury, which they were incapable of creating by 
labour, or procuring by trade, was accumulated 
in the rich and fruitful province of Britain (114). 


A philoſopher may deplore the eternal diſcord of 


the human race, but he will confeſs, that the 
deſire of ſpoil is a more rational provocation than 
the vanity of conqueſt. From the age of Con- 
ſtantine to that of the Plantagenets, this rapa- 
cious ſpirit continued to inſtigate the poor and 
hardy Caledonians: but the ſame people, whoſe 
generous humanity ſeems to inſpire the ſongs of 
Oſlian, was diſgraced by a ſavage ignorance of 
| the virtues of peace, and of the laws of war. 
Their ſouthern neighbours have felt, and perhaps 
exaggerated, the cruel depredations of the Scots 
and Picts (115); and a valiant tribe of Cale- 
donia, the Attacotti (116), the enemies, and 
alterwards the ſoldiers, of Valentinian, are ac- 


cuſed, by an cye-witneis, of delighting in the 


tate of human fleſh. When they hunted the 
woods for prey, it 1s ſaid, that they attacked the 
ſhepherd rather than his flock ; and that they 
curiouſly ſelected the moſt delicate and brawny 


parts, both of males and females, which they 


Prepared 


(1140 The Caledonians praiſed and coveted the * the ſteede, 1 
lights, &c. of the ftranger. See Dr. Blair's Diſſertation on Ofſian, uw 


u. p. 343; and Mr. Macpherſon's Introduction, p. 242—286. 


115) Lord Lyttleton has circumſtantially elated (Hiſtory of Henry II. 
vol. 1. P. 182.), and Sir David Dalrymple has lightly mentioned (Annals 


of Scotland, vol. i. p. 69.), a barbarous inroad of the Scots, at a time 


(A. D. 11 37.) when law, religion, and ſoy: mult have ſoftened 


their primitive manners, 
(116) Attacotti bellicoſa onions natio. 1 xXXVil. 8. Camb- 


ten (Introduct. p. eli.) has reſtored their true name in the text of Jerom. 


Thebands of Attacotti, which Jerom bad ſeen in Gaul, were after wardi 
"ationed i in Italy and Illyricum (Notitia, S. viii. xxxix. xl.). | 
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the neighbourhood of the commercial and lite. 
rary town of Glaſgow, a race of cannibals has 
really exiſted, we may contemplate, in the pe- 
riod of the Scottiſh hiftory, the oppoſite extremes 
of ſavage and civiliſed life. Such reflections 
tend to enlarge the circle of our ideas; and to 
encourage the pleaſing hope, that New Zealand 


379. 


ſüurpriſed and cut off by the Barbarians. Severus, 
count of the domeſtics, was haſtily diſpatched, 
and as ſuddenly recalled, by the court of Treves. 
The repreſentations of Jovinus ſerved only to 
Indicate the greatneſs of the evil; and, after a 
long and ſerious conſultation, the defence, ot 
rather the recovery, of Britain, was entruſted to 
the abilities of the brave Theodoſius. The ex- 
ploits of that general, the father of a line of em- 
perors, have been celebrated, with peculiar 


real merit deſerved their applauſe; and his no- 
vince, as a ſure preſage of approaching victory 


He ſeized the favourable moment of navigation, 
and ſecurely landed the numerous and veteran 


the Southern Hemiſphere. 
| Reſtoration 

df Britain by 

T becdoſius, : oat | 8 
_ 4.D. 36. -alarming tidings to the ears of Valentinian; and 

the emperor was ſoon informed, that the two 
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prepared for their horrid repaſts (117). If, in 


may produce, in ſome future age, the Hume of 
Every meſſenger who eſcaped acroſs the Bri- 
tiſh channel, conveyed the moſt melancholy and 


military commanders of the province had been 


complacency, by the writers of the age : but his 


mination was received, by the army and pro- 


ee Bands 


(117) Cum ipſe adoleſcentulus in Gallia viderim Attacottos (or 
Scotos) gentem Britannicam humanis veſci carnibhus; ct cum per p 
porcorum greges, et armentarum pecudumque reperiant, paſtorum na e 
et feminarum pafullas ſolere abſcindere; et has ſolas ciborum deliciat 
arbitrari. Such is the evidence of. Jerom (tom. ii. p. 75.), whoſe veraci!! 
ind no xeaſon to queſtion. | 
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bands of the Heruli and Batavians, the Jovians 
and the Victors. In his march from Sandwich 


to London, Theodoſius defeated: ſeveral parties 


of the Barbarians, releaſed a multitude of cap- 
tives, and, after diſtributing to his ſoldiers a a 
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ſmall portion of the ſpoil, eftabliſhed the fame = 


of diſintereſted juſtice, by the reſtitution of the 
remainder to the rightful proprietors. The ei- 
tizens of London, who had almoſt deſpaired of 


their ſafety, threw open their gates; and as ſoon 
as Theodoſius had obtained from the court of 


Tteves the important aid of a military lieute- 
nant, and a civit governor, he executed, with 
wiſdom and vigour, the laborious taſk of the 
deliverance of Britain. The vagrant ſoldiers 


were recalled to their ſtandard; an edi& of am- 


neſty difpelled the public apprehenſions; and his 


cheerful example alleviated the rigour of martial 


diſcipline. The ſcattered and deſultory warfare 
of the Barbarians, who infeſted the land and ſea, 
deprived him of the glory of a ſignal victory; 
but the prudent ſpirit, and conſummate art; of 
the Roman general, were diſplayed: in the ope- 


- 


rations of two campaigns, which ſucceſſively a. D. 368 


reſcued every part of the province from the hands 2nd 369- 


of a cruel and rapacious enemy. The ſplendor 
of the cities, and the ſecurity of: the fortifications, 
were diligently reſtored, by the paternal care of 
Theodoſius: who with a ſtrong hand confined 
the trembling Caledonians to the northern angle 


of the iſland ; and perpetuated, by the name and 


ſettlement of the new province of Yalentia, the 
glories of the reign of Valentinian (118.) The 
voice of poetry and panegyric may add, per- 


haps 


(118) Ammianus has conciſely repreſented (xx. 1. xxVis 4. Xvi. 3. 


Xu. 3.) the whole ſeries ef the Britih war, 
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haps with ſome degree of truth, that the un 


the blood of the Pics; 
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known regions of Thule were ſtained with 
that the oars of Theo- 


doſius daſhed the waves of the Hyberborean 


ocean ; and that the diſtant Orkneys were the 


ſcene of his naval victory over the Saxon pi- 


rates (119). 


He left the province with a fair, 


as well as ſplendid, reputation: and was imme- 


diately promoted to the rank of maſter-general 


of the cavalry, by a prince, who could applaud 


without envy, the merit of his ſervants. 


In the 


important ſtation of the upper Danube, the 
conqueror of Britain checked and defeated the 


_ armies of the Alemanni, 


3 to ſuppreſs the revolt of Africa. 


CA. Ty-an- 


before he was choſen 


III. The prince who refuſes to be the 1 


ny of ken. inſtrucis his people to conſider him as the ac- 


. 


366, kg 


complice, of his miniſters. The military com- 


mand of Africa had been long exerciſed by 


Count Romanus, and his abilities were not ina- 
degquate to his ſtation ; but as ſordid intereſt was 
the ſole motive of his conduct, he acted, on 
moſt occaſions, as if he had been the enemy of 


name of Tripoli, had long conſtituted a fœderal 


the province, and the friend of the Barbarians 
of the deſert. 


The three flouriſhing cities of 


Oea, Leptis, and Sabrata, which, under the 


union 


(119) Horreſcit . , .. ratibus «>. | impervia « Thule, 
. falſo nomine Pictos 
Edomuit. Scotumque vago mucrone ſecutus 
Fregit Hyperboreas remis audacibus undas, | 
Claudian, in iii Conf. Honorii, | ver. 53, Ce. 
35 | - Maduerunt Saxone fuſo 
Orcades: incaluit Pidorunk ſanguine Thule. 


Seotorum cumulos fler! it glacialis lerne. 
. In iv Conf 3 ver. 1. Kc. 


| See likewiſe Pacatus tin-Panegyr. Vet, xii. 5.) 
| appreciate the intrinſic value of flattery and metaphor. 


Compare the 
Brito 


But it is not eaſy to | 


vincia 


tom. 
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ſhut their gates againſt a hoſtile invaſion ; ſeve- 
ral of their moſt honourable citizens were ſur- 


prized and maſſacred; the villages, and even 


the ſuburbs, were pillaged ; and the vines and 
fruit-trees of that rich territory were extirpated 


by the malicious ſavages of Getulia, The un- 
haPPY provincials implored the protection of 


Romanus; but they ſoon found that their mili- 
tary governor was not leſs cruel and rapacious 


than the Barbarians, As they were incapable of 
furniſhing the four thouſand camels, and the 
| exorbitant preſent, which he required, before 
| he would march to the aſſiſtance of Tripoli; 


his demand was equivalent to a refuſal, and he 
might juſtly be accuſed as the author of the 


public calamity. In the annual aſſembly of the 


three cities, they nominated two deputies, to 


lay at the feet © Valentinian the cuſtomary * 


fering of a gold victory; and to accompany 
this tribute, of duty, rather than of gratitude, 
with their humble complaint, that they were 


Tuined by the enemy, and betrayed by their 


governor, If the ſeverity of Valentinian had 


been rightly directed, it would have fallen on 


the guilty head of Romanus. But the Count, 
long exerciſed in the arts of corruption, had 


diſpatched a ſwift and truſty meſſenger to ſecure 
the venal friendſhip of Remigius, maſter of the 


offices, 


Britiſh victor ies of Bolunas (Statius, Sit. v. 2 ) with his real Age; 
(Tacit. ia Vit. Agr icol. c. 16.). 


(120) Ammianus frequently mentions hls ele annuum, legi- 


timum, Sc. Leptis and Sabrata are long ſince ruined ; but the city 
| of Oea, the native country of Apuleius, ſtill flouriſhes under the pro- 
vincial denomination of Tripoli, See Cellarius (Geograph. Antiqua, 


tom. ii. part ii, p. 81.), D' Anville ( Geographic Ancienne, tom, ini, p. 


| 71, * „ and Martnol (Aﬀrique, « tom. ii. p. $62.). 


union (120), were obliged, for the firſt time, to 


271 


'v 
i 
{| 
t 
- 
| 
[3 
- 
[ 
bt 
l 
* 
3 
4 
1 
[i 
| 


5 n — * r „ 2 * ho 2 
" 17 = 2 * 4 * * by N . — 1 * * J 
n _ _ —_— * my - LS - "I - +0 x * * — 8283 . * 2 F< N 23 * * 55 — - = II 
- — =o ts SE ied es T S007 £5 Log — R r n r 3 ö q - - m : — 2 * 
PI 2 5 4 — 2 2 — 5 * — 2 7 b * * 188 1 — —_ — >, pd * 2 — 2 * * 10 nf N 2 N W 2; * = - " 
— — F WR | 7 TE 23 * n 2 SY . 8 e 5 — X 2 r © Jp 2 
- — = * — 2 1 rr — . 2 1 bs — r e SOFA . AB, wt 2 . — — . EN ELEVD * b 
F999 8 * 2 r r 2 2 f as 5. . . - 8 8 it: = — — * — ' 
e — . c — 2 : ; * a 
— a he rs 2 


= P 
— 5 * 
— 2 "WEE 9 
— I „ de 4 
K ” 


: I r — __ - RAR CES K. * 
n 7 * 2 — ge Es : 3 
8 R — — — * 3 T AL 


3 


27 


8999 TE. 


own deputies. A bloody ſentence was pro- 


_ nouhiced, without heſitation, by the raſh and 


headftrong cruelty of Valentinian. The preli- 


dent of Tripoli, who had preſumed to pity the 
diſtreſs of the province, was publicly executed 
at Utica four diſtinguiſhed citizens were put to 
death, as the accomplices of the imaginary 


fraud; and the tongues” of two others were cut 


out, by the exprefs order of the emperor. Ro: 
manus, elated by impunity, and irritated by 
reſiſtance, was ſtill continued in the military 


command ; till the Africans were provoked, bY 


lone 
peria 


(Hiſt, de 
Ment 4 
lippery b 
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his avarice, to join the rebellious ſtandard of 
Firmus the Moor (121). 

His father Nabal was one of the ncheſt and Revolt of 
moſt powerful of the Mooriſh princes, whoa. 5. zn. _ 
acknowledged the ſupremacy of Rome, But as _— 
he left, either by his wives or concubines, a — 9 
very numerous poſterity, the wealthy inherit- 
ance was eagerly diſputed; and Zamma, one 
of his ſons, was ſlain in a domeſtic quarrel by 
by his brother Firmus. The implacable zeal, 
wth which Romanus proſecuted the legal my = 
renge of this murder, could be aſcribed only to 
a motive of avarice, or perional hatred : but, on 
this occaſion, his claims were juſt ; his influence 
was weighty ; and Firmus clearly underſtood, 
that he muſt either preſent his neck to the execu- | 
toner, or appeal from the ſentence of the —” 
perial conſiſtory, to his ſword, and to the peo- 
ple (122). He was received as the deliviies jo 
tis country; and, as ſoon as it appeared, that 
Romanus was formidable only to a ſubmiſſive 
province, the tyrant of Africa became the object 
of univerſal contempt, The ruin of Cæſarea, 
which was plundered and burnt by the licentious 
Barbarians, convinced the refractory cities of the 


1d Wh anger of reſiſtance; the power of Firmus was = 
l- eſtabliſhed, at leaſt in the provinces of Mauri- 1; 2h 
he ani and Numidia and 1 it ſeemed io be his on | 

ed Vol. IV. T 1 doubt, 

to 53 3 

ry (121) Ammian. xviii. 6. Tillemont (Hiſt. des 6 tom. v. 

3 P15. 676.) has diſcuſſed the chronological difficulties of the War & 

cut Count Romanus. 

K 0- (122) The chronology of Ammiaqus | is looſe and . and Ore- | 

by a0 (l. vii, e. 33. p. 551. edit. Havercamp.) ſeems to place the revolt 

as y Firmus after the deaths of Valentinian and Valens. Tillemont 


by (Hit. des Emp. tom. v. p. 691.) endeavours to pick his, way. The 


] ent and ſure-footed mule of the Alps may be truſted | ia the mot | | i þ 1 
his lippery —_—_ 5 | e 


recover 
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doubt, whether he ſhould aſſume the diadem of 

a Mooriſh king, or the purple of a Roman em- 
peror. But the imprudent and unhappy Afri- 
cans ſoon diſcovered, that, in this raſh inſurrec- 
tion, they had not ſufficiently conſulted their on 
ſtrength, or the abilities of their leader. Before 
he could procure any certain intelligence, that 
the emperor of the Weſt had fixed the choice 
of a general, or that a fleet of tranſports was 

collected at the mouth of the Rhone, he was 
T̃beodofus ſuddenly informed, that the great Theodoſius, 
Af with a ſmall band of veterans, had landed near 
A. P. 373. Igilgilis, or Gigeri, on the African coalt ; and | 
tze timid uſurper funk under the aſcendant of 
virtue and military genius. Though Firmus lf 
poſſeſſed arms and treaſures, his deſpair of vic- 
tory immediately reduced him to the uſe of thoſe 
arts, which, in the ſame country, and in a ſimi- 
lar ſituation, had formerly been practiſed by 
the crafty Jugurtha. He attempted to deceive, 
by an apparent ſubmiſſion, the vigilance of the 
Roman general; to ſeduce the fidelity of his 
| troops; and to protract the duration of the war 
by ſucceſſively engaging the independent tribes 
of Africa to eſpouſe his quarrel, or to protect 
his flight. Theodoſius imitated the example, 
and obtained the ſucceſs, of his predeceſſor Me- 
tellus. When Firmus, in the character of a 
ſuppliant, accuſed his own raſhneſs, and humbly 
| ſolicited the clemency of the emperor, the lieu- 
tenant of Valentinian received and diſmiſſed him 
with a friendly embrace; but he diligently le- 
quired the uſeful and ſubſtantial pledges of a 
| ſincere repentance; nor could he be perſuaded, 
by the aſſurances of peace, to ſuſpend, for an 
' inſtant, the operations of an active war. 4 
dark. conſpiracy was detected by the penetration 

| : 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 
of Theodoſius; and he tatisfied, without much 


reluctance, the public indignation, which he 


had {ecretly excited. Several of the guilty ac- 
complices of Firmus were abandoned, accord- 


execution ; many more, by the amputation of 
W rcbcls was accompanied with fear; and the fear 


Mount Atlas, it was impoſſible to prevent the 


have tired the patience of his antagoniſt, he 
would have ſecured his perſon in the depth of 


e ould end only by the death of the tyrant, and 
is chat every nation of Africa, which preſumed to 


ſupport his cauſe, ſhould be involved in his ruin. 


es Wi bt the head of a ſmall body of troops, which 
ect ſeldom exceeded three thouſand five hundred 


men, the Roman general advanced, with a ſtea- 


le- h prudence, devoid of raſhneis, or of fear, into 
ta de heart of a country, where he was ſome- 
bly WWW mes attacked by armies of twenty thouſand 
1£1u- Wi loors. The boldneſs of his charge diſmayed 


hte ir regular Barbarians; they were diſconcerted 


1e ey his ſeaſonable and orderly retreat; they were 
of a Woentinually baffled by the unknown reſources 
ded, Wh! his military art; and they felt and confeſſed 
r an de juſt ſuperiority, which was aſſumed by the 
A iﬀftader of a civiliſed nation, When Theodoſius 
I tered the extenſive domintons of Igmazen, 
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ing to ancient cuſtom, to the tumult of military 


both their hands, continued to exhibit an in- 
ſtructive ſpectacle of horror; the hatred of the 


of the Roman ſoldiers was mingled with re- 
ſpeAful admiration. Amidſt the boundleſs 
plains of Getula, and the innumerable vallies of 


eſcape of Firmus: and if the uſurper could 
ſome remote folitude, and expected the hopes 
of a future revolution. He was ſubdued by 


the perſeverance of Theodoſius ; who had form- 
ed an inflexible determination, that the war 


bw king 
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eng of the Ifaflenſes, the haughty ſavage te- 


W. 
quired, in words of defiance, his name, and the th 

object of his expedition. I am, replied the 0 

I ſtern and diſdainful count, I am the genera! WW BU 
of Valentinian, the lord of the world; who hat 
has ſent me hither to purſue and puniſh a juc 
deſperate robber. Deliver him inſtantly into pot 
my hands; and be aſſured, that if thou doſt ont 

„not obey the commands of my invincible ſo- | the 

| * vereign, thou, and the people over whom the 
AI thou reigneſt, ſhall be utterly extirpated.' rica 

As ſoon as Igmazen was ſatisfied, that his ſary 

enemy had ſtrength and refolution to execute was 

the fatal menace, he conſented to purchaſe a ne. WF |... 

ceſſary peace by the ſacrifice of a guilty fugitive, The 

The guards that were placed to ſecure the per- nus, 

ſeon of Firmus, deprived him of the hopes ot mini 

e ſcape; and the Mooriſh tyrant, after wine had in 
extinguiſhed the ſenſe of danger, diſappointed "3 

the inlulting triumph of the Romans, by ſtrang- WI |, 

ling himfelf in the night. His dead body, the explc 

only preſent which Igmazen could offer to the with 
conqueror, was careleſsly thrown upon a camel: footſ 

and Theodoſius, leading back his victorious . mera 

troops to Sitifi, was ſaluted by the warmeſt ac. nibes 
cCWlamations of joy and loyalty (123). Djs remar 
| Heizexe, Africa had been loſt by the vices of Ro- |. ! 
rope] manus; it was reſtored by the virtues of Theo- eme 


4. P. 356. doſius: and our curioſity may be uſefully d- 
teded to the inquiry of the reſpective treat- terme. 
ment, which the two generals received from 125) 
the Imperial court. The authority of count Ro- 9/ 
manus had been ſuſpended by the maſter-genc- 
ral of the cavalry ; and he was commit, 


(123) . XXiX, g. The tant of this long chapter 1 
quarto pages) is broken and corrupted; and the narrative is Fr 
by the want of chronological and geographical land- marks. 


(fifteen 
erpiext | 
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ſafe and honourable cuſtody till the end of the 
war. His crimes were proved by the moſt au- 
thentic evidence; and the public expected, with 
ſome impatience, the decree of ſevere juſtice. 
But the partial and powerful favour of Mello- 
baudes encouraged him to challenge his legal 
judges, to obtain repeated delays for the pur- 
poſe of procuring a crowd of friendly witneſſes, 
and, finally, to cover his guilty conduct, by 
the additional guilt of fraud and forgery. About 
the ſame time, the reſtorer of Britain and Af- 
rica, on a vague ſuſpicion, that his name and 
ſervices were ſuperior to the rank of a ſubject, 
was ignominiouſly beheaded at Carthage. Va- 
lentinian no longer reigned ; and the death of 
Theodoſius, as well as the impunity of Roma- 
nus, may juſtly be imputed to the arts of the 
miniſters who abuſed the confidence, and de- 
ceived the inexperienced youth, of his ſons (124). 
lf the geographical accuracy of Ammianusstte «f | 
had been fart beſtowed on the Britiſh Africa. 
exploits of e we ſhould have traced, 
with eager curioſity, the diſtinct and domeſtic 
footſteps of his march. But the tedious enu- 
meration of the unknown and - unintereſting 
tribes of Africa may be reduced to the general 
remark, that they were all of the ſwarthy race of 

the Moors; that they inhabited the back ſet- 
tlements of the Mauritanian and Numidian pro- 
vinces, the country, as they have ſince been 


| termed by the Arabs, of dates and of locuſts 


(125); and, that, as the Roman power declin- 


(124) Ammianus, xxviii. 4. Orofius, I. 7. e. 33. p. 881, 882. 
(125) Leo Africanus (in the Viaggi di Ramuſio, tom. i. fol. 78 — 

.) bas traced a curious picture of the people and the country; Which 

ire more minutely deſcribed in the Afrique de Marmol, tom. ili, p. 2 
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the cranes (130). 
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ed in Africa, the boundary of eiviliſed manners 


and cultivated land was inſenſibly contracted. 


Beyond the utmoſt limits of the Moors, the 
vaſt and inhoſpitable deſert of the South extends 


above a thouſand miles to the banks of the N.. 
ger. Theancients, who had a very faint and 

_ imperfect knowledge of the great peninſula of 
Africa, were ſometimes tempted to believe, that 
the torrid zone muſt ever remain deſtitute of 
inhabitants (126): and they ſometimes amuſed 
their fancy by filling the vacant {pace with head- 
leſs men, or rather monſters (127); with hoin- 
ed and cloven-footed ſatyrs (128); with fabu- 
lous centaurs (129); and with human pygmies, 


who waged a bold and doubtful warfare againſt 
e would have trem- 
bel 


(126) This vninhabitable zone was gradually 2 by the im- 
provements of ancient gecgraphy, from forty- five to twenty four, cr 


even ſixteen, degrees of latitude, See a learned and cy note di 
Ly Dr. Rebertſon, Hiſt, of America, vol. i, p. 426. | 


e Intra, ſi credere libet, vix jam homines et magis ſemiß n 

8 - Blemmyes, Satyri, &c. Pomponius Mela, i. 4. p. 26. «dit 

Voſſ. in tou. Pliny phil:ephically explains (vi. 35.7 ) the irregularities of 
nature, which he had creduloufly admitted (v. 8.). | 

(128) If the ſatyr was the Orang-outang, the great human ape (Bu. 
ſon, Hilt. Nat. tom. xiv. p. 43, &c.), one of that ſpecies might actual 

be ſhewn alive at Alexandria in the reign of Conſtantine. Vet ſome di- 
ficulty will ſtill remain about the converſation which St. Anthony held 
With one of theſe pious ſavages | in the deſert of Thebais (Jerom in Vit, 

Pau). Emerit. tom. i. p. 238.). . 

(129) St. Anthony likewiſe met one of F theſe caſes; whoſe exilt- 
ence was ſeriouſly aſſerted by the emperor Claudius. The public laughed; 
but his præfect of Egypt had the addreſs to ſend an artful preparation, 
the ernbalmed cor pſu of an Hippocentaur; which was preſerved almoſt 
century. afterwards in the Imperial palace, See Pliny (Hiſt. Natur. vi. 
3 ), and the nz obſervations of Freket ee de l Acad. tow), 
vii. p. 321, &c.). 

(130) The fable of the Pleraics | is as old as | Homer (mad! il. 6.) The 
pysmies of India and ZEthiopia were (triſpithami) twenty- ſeven ict! 
high. Every ſpring their cavalry lagantes on rams and g ;0ats) mare%! 
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bled at the ſtrange intelligence, that the coun- 


tries, on either fide of the equator, were filled 


with innumerable nations, who differed only in 


their colour from the ordinary appearance of the 
human ſpecies; and the ſubjects of the Roman 


empire might have anxiouſly expected, that the 


{warms of Barbarians, which iſſued from the 
North, would ſoon be encountered from the 


South, by new ſwarms of Barbarians, equally 


fierce, and equally formidable. "Theſe gloomy 
terrors would indeed have been diſpelled by a 
more intimate acquaintance with the character 
of their African enemies. The inaction of the 
negroes does not ſeem to be the effect, either 


of their virtue, or of their puſillanimity. They 


indulge, like the reſt of mankind, their paſſions 
and appetites; and the adjacent tribes are en- 


gaged in frequent acts of hoſtility (131). But 


their rude ignorance has never invented any ef- 
ſectual weapons of defence, or of deſtruction; 
they appear incapable of forming any exten- 
live plans of government, or conqueſt ; and the 
obvious inferiority of their mental faculties has 
been diſcovered and abuſed by the nations of 
the temperate zone. Sixty thouſand blacks are 


annually embarked from the coaſt of Guinea, 
never to return to their native country; but they 


are embarked in chains (132): and this con- 


ſtant emigration, which, in the ſpace of two 


centuries, might have furniſhed armies to over- 
run 


in battle array, to deſtroy the cranes eggs, aliter (ſays Pliny) futuris gro- 
| gibus non reſiſti. Their houſes were built of mud, feathers, and egg- 
ſhells, See Pliny (vi. 38. vii. 2.) and Strabo (J. «EP. 131- -- 

(131) The third and fourth volumes of the valuable Hiſtoire des Voy- 


ages deſcribe the preſent ſtate of the negroes. The nations of the ſea- 


colt have been poliſhed by European commerce; and thoſe of the inland | 


country have been improved by Mooriſh. colonies. 
(132) Hiſtoire — et e &c, tom. iv. . 192, 
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run the globe, accuſes the guilt of Europe, and 
the weakneſs of Africa. OD, 


w. The IV. The ignominious treaty, which ſaved the 
F * had been faithfully executed 
var. on the fide of the Romans: and as they had 
2365 ſolemnly renounced the ſovereignty and alli 


. ance of Armenia and Iberia, thoſe tributary 
kingdoms were expoted, without” protection, to 
the arms of the Perſian monarch (135). Sapor 
entered the Armenian territories at the head of 
a formidable hoſt of cuiraſſiers, of archers, and 
of mercenary foot; but it was the invariahle 
practice of Sapor to mix war and negociation, 
and to conſider falſehood and perjury as the 
moſt powerful inſtruments of regal policy. He 
affected to praiſe the prudent and moderate con- 
duct of the king of Armenia; and the unſul- 
picious Tiranus was perſuaded, by the repeated 
_ aſſurances of inſidious friendſhip, to deliver his 
_ perſon into the hands of a faithleſs and cruel ene- 
my. In the midſt of a ſplendid entertainment, he 
was bound in chains of filver, as an honour due 


to the blood of the Arſacides; and, after a ſhort 
confinement in the Tower of Oblivion at Ec- 
batana, he was releaſed from the miſeries of 


life, either by his own dagger, or by that «i 
an aſſaſſin. The kingdom of Armenia was re- 
duced to the ſtate of a Perſian province; the 
adminiſtration was ſhared between a diſtn- 


guiſhed ſatrap and a favourite eunuch; and Sa- 


por marched without delay, to ſubdue the mar- 


tial ſpirit of the Iberians. Sauromaces, bo 
1 e e, e 


( k 33) The evidence of Ammianus is original and decifive (xvii. 12.) 


| Moſes of Chorene (1. iii. c. 17. p. 249. and c. 34. P. 269.), and P' rocopiu⸗ 
(de Bell. Perſico, |. i. c. f. p. 17. edit. Louvre), have been conſulted 
but thoſe hiſtorians, who confound diſtinct facts, repeat the ſame events, 


and introduce ſtrange ſtories, muſt be uſed with difidence and caution. 
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eigned in that country by the permiſſion of the 
emperors, was expelled by a ſuperior force; and, 
25 an inſult to the majeſty of Rome, the King 
ol kings placed a diadem on the head of his 
WY abject vaſlal Aſpacuras. The city of Artogeraſ- 


deſperate valour of her ſubjects and ſoldiers. The 


PPC 


fel x 


the ſtrength of the walls yielded to the aſſault; 
and the proud conqueror, after waſting the re- 
bellious city with fire and (word, led away cap- 


the ſon of Conſtantine (135). Yet if Sapor al- 


dependent kingdoms, he ſoon felt, that a coun- 


macious ſpirit. The ſatraps, whom he was ob- 
of regaining the affection of their countrymen, 
and of ſignalizing their immortal hatred to the 
grandſon of Auguſtus, was wounded. This fortreſs was fituate above 
pie Ancienne, tom. ii. p. 106. 


Cronology, that Olympias muſt have been the mother ef Para. 


a (134) was the only place of Armenia, which 
preſumed to reſiſt the effort of his arms. The trea- 
ſure depoſited in that ſtrong fortreſs tempted the 
zarice of Sapor ; but the danger of Olympias, 
the wife, or widow, of the Armenian king, ex- 
ated the public compaſſhon, and animated the 


Perſians were ſurprized and repulſed under the 
walls of Artogeraſſa, by a bold and well-concerted 
ally of the beſieged. But the forces of Sapor 
were continually renewed and increaſed; the 
hopeleſs courage of the garriſon was exhauſted; 


live an unfortunate queen; who, in a more au- 
ſpicious hour, had been the deſtined bride of 


ready triumphed in the eaſy conqueſt of two 


try is unſubdued, as long as the minds of the 
people are actuated by an hoſtile and contu- 


lged to truſt, embraced the firſt opportunity 


| Perſian 
(134) Perhaps Artagera, or Ardis 3 under whoſe walls Caius, the 
Amida, near one of the ſources of the Tigris. See d' Anville, Geogra- | 


(135) Tillemont (Hiſt. des Empereurs, tom, v. p. 701.) proves, from 
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Perfian name. Since the converſion of the A. 


menians and Iberians, thoſe nations conſidered 


the Chriſtians as the favourites, and the Magi. 
ans as the adverſaries, of the Supreme Being; 
the influence of the clergy, over a ſuperſtitious 


people, was uniformly exerted in the cauſe of 
Rome; and as long as the ſucceſſors of Con- 


ſtantine diſputed with thoſe of Artaxerxes the | 
ſovereignty of the intermediate provinces, the 
religious connexion always threw a deciſive ad- 

| vantage into the ſcale of the empire. A nume- 
Tous and active party acknowledged Para, the 
| ſon of Tiranus, as the lawful ſovereign of Ar- 
menia; and his title to the throne was deeply 

' Footed in the hereditary ſucceſſion of five hundred 
years. By the unanimous conſent of the Ibe- 
Tians, the country was equally divided between 
the rival princes; and Aſpacuras, who owed his 
diadem to the choice of Sapor, was obliged to 
declare, that his regard for his children, who | 
were detained as hoſtages by the tyrant, was 
the only conſideration, which prevented him 


from openly renouncing the alliance of Per, 


The emperor Valens, who reſpected the obliga- 
tions of the treaty, and who was apprehenlive I 
of involving the Eaſt in a dangerous war, ven- 
tured, with flow and cautious meaſures, to ſup- 
port the Roman party in the kingdoms of Ibe- 
ria and Armenia. Twelve legions eſtabliſhed 


the authority of Sauromaces on the banks of He 


Cyrus. The Euphrates. was protected by the 
valour of Ariatheus. A powerful army, under 
the command of count Trajan, and of Vado- 
mmair, king of the Alemanni, fixed their camp 
on the confines of Armenia. But they were 
ſtrictly enjoined, not to commit the firſt Holi, 
lities, which might be underſtood as a breach of 
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the treaty : and ſuch was the implicit obedience 
of the Roman general, that they retreated, with 
exemplary patience, under a ſhower of Perſian 
arrows, till they had clearly acquired a juſt title 

| to an honourable and legitimate victory. Yet 
theſe appearances of war inſenſibly ſublided in 
2 vain and tedious negociation. The contend- 
ing parties ſupported their claims by mutual 
reproaches | of perfidy and ambition; and it 
ſhould ſeem, that the original treaty was expreſſ- 
ed in very obſcure terms, fince they were re- 
duced to the neceſſity of making their incon- 
cufive appeal to the partial teſtimony of the ge- 
nerals of the two nations, who had aſſiſted at 
the negociations (136). The invaſion of the + 4. 6 
Goths and Huns, which ſoon afterwards ſhook . 
the foundations of the Roman empire, expoſed _ 
the provinces of Aſia to the arms of Sapor. But "vo 
the declining age, and perhaps the infirmities, 

of the monarch, ſuggeſted new maxims of tran- Io Pl 
quility and moderation. His death, which hap- 1 D. $5; _ 
pened in the full maturity of a reign of ſeventy 

years, changed i in a moment the court and coun- 

als of Perſia; and their attention was moſt 
probably engaged by domeſtic troubles, and 

the diſtant efforts of a Carmanian war (137). 

The remembrance of ancient Injuries was Joſt : 


in 5 


(136) Ammianus (xxvii. 12. xxix. 1. XXX. 1 2.) has deſcribed the 
events, without the dates of the Perſian war. Moſes of Chorene (Hiſt. 
Armen. J. iii. c. 28. p. 261, c. 31. p. 266. c. 35. P. 271.) affords ſome 


2% ditional facts; but it is extremely: difficult 40 ſeparate truth from 
labile. : 


(137) Artaxerxes was the ſucceſſor and brother ( the couſin-german ) of 
the great Sapor z and the guardian of his ſon Sapor III. (Agathias, I. 
1. p. 136. edit. Louvre.) See the Univerſal Hiſtory, vol. xi. p. 86 . 
191i. The authors of that. unequal work have compiled the Saſſanian 
Haaſty with erudition and diligence : but it is a prepoſterous arrange- 


ment to divice the Roman and Oriental accounts into two diſtin biſ· 
tries | 5 
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The treaty j in the enjoyment of peace. The kingdom: 
IS. 384. of Armenia and Iberia were permitted, by the 
mamultual, though tacit, conſent of both empire, 

to reſume their doubtful neutrality. In the fir} 

years of the reign of Theodoſius, a Perſian em- 

baſſy arrived at Conſtantinople, to excuſe the 

unjuſtifiable meaſures of the former reign, and 

to offer, as the tribute of friendſhip, or even of 

reſpect, a ſplendid preſent of s of ſilk, and 
ol Indian elephants (138). 

Adventures In the general picture of the. affairs of the 
dl Pars, Eaſt under the reign of Valens, the adventures 
/ — of Para form one of the moſt firiking and ſin- 

agaular objects. The noble youth, by the per- 

ſuaſion of his mother Olympias, had eſcaped 
through the Perſian hoſt that beſieged Artoge- 
raſſa, and implored the protection of the em- 
peror of the Eaſt. By his timid councils, Para 
was alternately ſupported, and recalled, and 
reftored, and betrayed. The hopes of the Ar- 
menians were ſometimes raiſed by the preſence 
of their natural ſovereign ; and the miniſters of 
Valens were fatisfied, that they preſerved the 
integrity of the public faith, if their vaſſal was 
not ſuffered to aſſume the diadem and title of 
king. But they ſoon repented of their own 
raſhneſs. They were confounded by the re. 
proaches and threats of the Perſian monarch. 
They found reaſon to diſtruſt the cruel and in- 

f bows” Aeg temper of Para himſelf : who facti- 
| ficed, to the ſlighteſt ſuſpicions, the lives of his 
moſt faithful ſervants; and held a fecret and 
_ diſgraceful correſ pondence with the _ his 
| , 1 atner, 


138) Pacatus in e vet. xii. 22. and Orofivr „. vii. c. 34. 
Itumque tum ſœdus eft, quo univerſes Oriens uſque ad wane (A. D. 
416. ) t Gs fruitur, 
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the ſpacious pretence of conſulting with the 


tains of Armenia, where his party was in arms, 
and to truſt his independence and fafety to the 
diſcretion of a perfidious court. The king of 


| Armenia, for ſuch he appeared in his own eyes, 


and in thoſe of his nation, was received with 
due honours by the governors of the provinces 
through which he paſſed ; but when he arrived 
at Tarſus in Cicilia, his progreſs was ſtop- 
ped under various pretences; his motions were 


dually diſcovered, that he was a priſoner in the 
hands of the Romans. Para ſuppreſſed his in- 


dignation, diſſembled his fears, and, after ſe- 
cretly preparing his eſcape, mounted on horſe- 


the ſuburbs, and endeavoured without ſucceſs, 
to diſſuade him from proſecuting his raſh and 


treated with precipitation to the gates of Tar- 


banks of the Euphrates ; but the paſlage of the 
attended with ſome delay and ſome loſs. The 


were only ſeparated by an interval of three 
A miles, 


father, and the enemy of his country. Under 


emperor on the ſubject of their common intereſt, _ 
Para was perſuaded to deſcend from the moun- 


watched with reſpectful vigilance ; and he gra- 


back with three hundred of his faithful follow- 
| ers, The officer ſtationed at the door of his 
apartment immediately communicated his flight 
to the conſular of Cicilia, who overtook him in 


dangerous deſign. A legion was ordered to 
purſue the royal fugitive; but the purſuit of in- 
fantry could not be very alarming to a body of 
beht cavalry : and upon the firſt cloud of ar- 
rows that was diſcharged into the air, they re- 


lus, After an inceſſant march of two days and 
two nights, Para and his Armenians reached the 


river, which they were obliged to ſwim, was 


country was alarmed; and the two roads, which 
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miles, had been occupied by a thouſand archer, 

on horſeback, under the command of a count 

and a tribune. Para muſt have yielded to ſu- 
Prey force, if the accidental arrival of a friend. 
ly traveller had not revealed the danger, and 
the means of eſcape. A dark and almoſt im. 
pervious path ſecurely conveyed the Armenian 
| troop through the thicket; and Para had |< 


behind him the count and the tribune, while | 


they patiently expected his approach along the 
public highways. They returned to the Impe- 

real court to excuſe their want of diligence or 
| ſucceſs: and ſeriouſly alleged, that the king of 
Armenia, who was a ſkilful magician, had tran(- 
formed himſelf and his followers, and paſſed 
before their eyes under a borrowed ſhape. Af. 
ter his return to his native kingdom, Para {til 


cContinued to profeſs himſelf the friend and ally 


of the Romans; but the Romans had injured 
him too deeply ever to forgive, and the ſecret 


ſentence of his death was ligned in the coun- 
cil of Valens. The execution of the bloody 


deed was committed to the ſubtle prudence of 
Count Trajan; and he had the merit of inſinu- 


ating himſelf into the confidence of the credu- 
lous prince, that he might find an opportunity 


of ſtabbing him to the heart. Para was invited 


to a Roman banquet, which had been prepared 
and ſenſuality of the Eaſt: | 


with all the pomp | 
the hall reſounded with cheerful muſic, and the 


company was already heated with wine; when 


the count retired for an inſtant, drew his ſword, 


and gave the ſignal of the murder. A robiil 
and deſperate Barbarian inſtantly ruſhed on the 


king of Armenia; and though he bravely de- 
fended his life with the firſt weapon that chance 
offered to his hand, the table of the Imperial 
de) 1 1 EE 
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ab was ſtained with the royal blood of al. D. 374. 
gueſt, and an ally. Such were the weak and 
wicked maxims of the Roman adminiſtration, 
that to attain a doubtful object of political in- f 
tereſt, the laws of nations, and the ſacred rights 

of hoſ itality, were inhumanly violated in the 

face of the world (139). 

V. During a peaceful interval of thirty years, . ra: 
the Romans ſecured their frontiers, and «Lark N 
Goths extended their dominions. The VIEtorieSHermaoric. 
of the great Hermanric (140), king of the 
Oftrogoths, and the moſt noble of the race of 
Amali, have been compared, by the enthuſiaſm 
of his countr men, to the exploits of Alexan- 
der: with this ſingular, and almoſt incredible, 
difference, that the martial ſpirit of the Gothic 
hero, inſtead of being ſupported by the vigour 
of youth, was diſplayed with glory and ſucceſs 
in the extreme period of human life; between 
the age of fourſcore and one hundred and ten : 
years. The independent tribes were perſuaded, 
or compelled, to acknowledge the king of the 
je oths as the ſovereign of the Gothic nati- 

e chiefs of the Viſigoths, or Thervingi, 
ok the royal title, and afſumed the more 
humble appellation of Judges; and, among thoſe _ 
judges, Athanaric, Fritigern, and Alavivus, were 
the moſt illuſtrious, by their perſonal merit, as 5 


nell as by their vicinity to the Roman provinces. 
Theſe 8 


(139) See in Ammianus (xx. 1.) the adventures of Pars, Moſes of 
Chorene calls him Tiridates 3 and tells a long, and not improbable, ſtory 
} bis ſon Gnelus; who afterwards made himſelf popular in Armenia, 
* provoked the en of the reigning LION (I. ii. c. 21, &c. p. 253» 

c.). 

(140) The a account « aha: reign * ah it Hermanric, 
ſeems to be one of the valuable fragments which Jornandes (e. 28. ) "or 
ned from the Gothic hiltories of Ablayius, or Caſſiodorius. | 


an uſeful acceſſion to the cam 
He then marched againſt the 
in the uſe of arms, and formidable only by 
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Theſe domeſtic conqueſts, which increaſed the 


military power of Hermanric, enlarged his am- 


bitious deſigns. He invaded the adjacent coun- 
tries of the North; and twelve conſiderable na- 
tions, whoſe names and limits cannot be accy- 
rately defined, ſucceſſively yielded to the ſupe- | 


riority of the, Gothic arms (141). The Herul, 


who inhabited the marſhy lands near the lake 
Mæotis, were renowned for their ſtrength andagi- 
Itty, and the aſſiſtance of their light-infantry 
was eagerly ſolicited, and highly eſteemed, in 
all the wars of the Barbarians. But the aclive 
| ſpirit of the Heruli was ſubdued by the 
and ſteady perſeverance of the Goths; and, 
after a bloody 


the flow 


| action, in which the king was 
ſlain, the remains of that warlike tribe became 

of Hermanric. 
enedi; unſkilled 


their numbers, which filled the wide extent of 


the plains of modern Poland. The victorious 
Goths, who were not inferior in numbers, pre- 


vailed in the conteſt, by the deciſive advantages 


of exerciſe and diſcipline. After the ſubmiſſion 
of the Venedi, the conqueror advanced, with- 
out reſiſtance, as far as the confines of the 
Eſtii (142); an ancient people, whoſe name is 


ſtill preſerved in the province of Eſthonia 


(Ar) M. de Buat (Hiſt. des Peuples de l'Europe, tom. vi. p. 311— 
Fo 339.) inveſtigates, With more induſtry than ſucceſs, the nations ſubdue! 
dy the arms of Hermanric. He denies the exiſtence of the Yaſinzbronce, 
on account of the immoderate length of their name. Yet the French 


envoy to Ratiſbon, or Dreſden, muſt have traverſed the country of the 


Medismatr ici. | 


(144) The edition of Grotivs ( Jornandes, p. 642.) exhibits the nam* 
of Altri. But reaſon, and the Ambroſian MS. have reſtored the ., 
whoſe manners and ſituation are expreſſed by the pencil of Tacitus (Ger. 
mania, c. 48.) 1 X 
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Thoſe diſtant inhabitants of the Baltic coaſt | 
were ſupported by the labours of agricuitue, 

| enriched by the trade of amber, and comecrated 

by the peculiar worſhip of the Mother of the 

Gods, But the ſcarcity of iron obliged the 

Eſtian warriors to content themfelves with 
wooden clubs; and the reduction of that 

| wealthy country is alcribed to the prudence, ra- 

ther than to the arms, of Hermanric. His do- 


minions, which extended from the Danube to 
n the Baltic, included the native ſeats, and the 
0 recent acquiſitions of the Goths; and he reign- 
d over the greateſt part of Germany and Scy- 
, thia with the authority of a conqueror, and ſome- 


times with the cruelty of a tyrant. But he 
rigned over a part of the globe incapable of 
perpetuating and adorning the glory of 1's heroes. 
The name of Hermanric is almoſt buried in 
| oblivion ; his exploits are imperfectly known 

ind the Romans themſelves appeared unconſci- 
ous of the progreſs of an aſpiring power, which 
threatened the liberty of the North, and the 


des peace of the empire (143). 

of The Goths had contracted an hereditary at-Thecauſesf 

Wi tachment for the Imperial houſe of Conſtantine COS |. +08 
” ef whole power and liberality they had received a. 1 D. 366. e 


ſo many ſignal proofs. They reſpected the 
public peace: and if an hoſtile band ſometimes 
preſumed to paſs the Roman limit, their irregu- 
lar conduct was candidly aſcribed to the ungo- 
fernable ſpirit of the Barbarian youth. Their 
contempt er two new and obſcure princes, who 
had been raiſed to the throne by a popular elec- 
ion, inſpired the Goths with bolder hopes ; and, 
mae Vor. A U Þ> while 


(143) ben (xxxi. 3.) obſerves, in general terms: Ermenrichi Bll 
» nobilifimi Regis, et, per multa variaque fortiter facta, vicigls a e 
bealibus formidita, &c. | ee 
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Ammianus, and the 10,000 of Zoſimus, were only the firſt diviſions d 
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while they agitated ſome deſign of marching 


their confederate force under the national ſtand- bh 
ard (144), they were eaſily tempted to embrace fte 
the party of Procopius; and to foment, by their 0 

dangerous aid, the civil diſcord of the Romans. dat 


The public treaty might ſtipulate no more than ihe 
ten thouſand auxiliaries : but the deſign was ſo 


| ; | Ni 
 _zealouſly adopted by the chiefs of the Viſigoths, 0 le 
that the army which paſſed the Danube amount- ona 
ed to the number of thirty thouſand men (145). fal 
They marched with the proud confidence, that MN © 
their invincible valour would decide the fate of Wif ;, 1 
the Roman empire; and the provinces of Thrace Wi (41 
groaned under the weight of the Barbarians, ee 
who diſplayed the inſolence of maſters, and the ¶ fue. 
licentiouſneſs of enemies. But the intemperance ¶ the ; 
which gratified their appetites, retarded their and 
progreſs ; and before the Goths could receive ¶ Goth 
any certain intelligence of the defeat and death WF tj. a 
of Procopius, they perceived, by the hoſlile ¶ and 
| Nate of the country, that the civil and military but p 
powers were reſumed by his ſucceſsful rival. 4 H nanè 
Chain of poſts and fortifications, ſkilfully di- tor, 
poſed by Valens, or the generals of Valens, re- preſſe 
ſiſted their march, prevented their retreat, and ¶ paint 
intercepted their ſubſiſtence. The fierceneſs of Iegoc 
the Barbarians was tamed and ſuſpended by! exhor! 
hunger: they indignantly threw down their Mhrotbe 
arms at the feet of the conqueror, who offered empire 
them food and chains: the numerous captive: ll 
| 5 3 3 
(144) Valens. - . docetur relationibus Ducum, gentem Gothoram, Fragment 
ed tempeſtate intactam ideoque ſæviſſimam, conſpirantem in unum, 2d "ncials v 
per vadendam parari collimĩtia Thraciarum. Ammian. xxvi. 6. pr ltren 
(145) M. de Buat (Hiſt. des Peuples de ! Europe, tom. vi. p. 33 ( their | 


647 
10, arm; 
1 then 9 
Vat, 


has curiouſly aſſertained the real number of theſe auxiliaries. The 3000 


the Gothic army. 
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dable adverſaries, whoſe name had ſo long been 
(and Hermanric alone could deſerve ſo lofty a 


onal calamity. His ambaſladors loudly com- 


. plained, at the court of Valens, of the infracti- 
It on of the ancient and ſolemn alliance, which had 
of Wl { long ſubſiſted between the Romans and the 
ce Coths. They alleged, that they had fulfilled 
s, he duty of allies, by aſſiſting the kinſman and 
he (uccefſor of the emperor Julian; they required 
ce Wi the immediate reſtitution of the noble captives; 
e end they urged a very ſingular claim, that the 
1ve i Gothic generals, marching in arms, and in hoſ- 
ath WW tile array, were entitled to the ſacred character 


and privileges of ambaſſadors. The decent, 
but peremptory, refuſal of theſe extravagant de- 
mands, was ſignified to the Barbarians by Vic- 
lor, maſter-general of the cavalry; who ex- 


re. preſſed, with force and dignity, the juſt com- 
and plants of the emperor of the Eaſt (146). The 
s of Wheociation was interrupted ; and the manly 
1 by WMWczhortations of Valentinian encouraged his timid 


their 
Fered empire (147). 


wee | 7 | 5 3 
3 146) The march, nad ſubſequent negociations, are deſcribed in the 


,thorams| Fgments of Eunapius (Excerpt, Legat. p- 18. edit. Louvre). The pro- 


num, 10 


ir ſtrength was more apparent than real. They were tall of ſtature ; 
put their legs were clumſy, and their ſhoulders were narrow. | 


p. 33%) | 
(147) Valens enim, ut conſulto placuerat fratri, cujus regebatur arbi- 


The 3000} 
ivifions d 


*, arma concuſſit in Gothos ratione juſt permotus. Ammianus xxvii. 
den proceeds to deſcribe, not the country of the Goths, but the 


a and obedient province of Thrace, which was not affected by the 


vere diſtributed in all the cities of the Eaſt and 
the provincials, who were ſoon familiarized with 
their ſavage appearance, ventured, by degrees, 
to meaſure their own ſtrength with theſe formi- 
the object of their terror. The king of Scythia 


title) was grieved and exaſperated by this nati- 


brother to vindicate the inſulted majeſty of the 


incials, who afterwards became familiar with the Barbarians, found that 
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Hoſtilities The ſplendour and magnitude of this Gy. 

nd peace, thic war are celebrated by the contemporary 
D. 367, 1 . 

368, 369. hiſtorian (148) : but the events ſcarcely deſerve 

the attention of poſterity, except as the prelimi- 

nary ſteps of the approaching decline and fal 

of the empire. Inſtead of leading the nations | 

of Germany and Scythia to the banks of the I 

Danube, or even to the gates of Conſtantino- 

ple, the aged monarch of the Goths reſigned to 

the brave Athanaric the danger and glory of a 

defenſive war, againſt an enemy, who wielded | 

with a feeble hand the powers of a mighty | 

ſtate. A bridge of boats was eſtabliſhed upon | 

the Danube; the preſence of Valens animated 

his troops; and his ignorance of the art of war | 

was compenſated by perſonal bravery, and a | 

wiſe deference to the advice of Victor and Arin- | 

theus, his maſters-general of the cavalry and 

infantry. The operations of the campaign 

were conducted by their ſkill and experience, 

but they found it impoſſible to drive the Viſ- | 

goths from their ſtrong poſts in the mountains: 

and the devaſtation of the plains obliged the 

Romans themſelves to repaſs the Danube on 

the approach of winter. The inceſſant rains, 

which {ſwelled the waters of the river, produced 

a tacit ſuſpenſion of arms, and confined the WI Pes 

emperor Valens, during the whole courte of the Wl ®* 

_ enſuing ſummer, to his camp of Marcianapols. Wl port 

The third year of the war was more favoura- 

ble to the Romans, and more pernicious to the } 15 

SGoths. The interruption of trade deprived the . © 

_ Barbarians of the objects of luxury, WD =_ 

5 PE already 


(148) Eunapius, in Excerpt. Legat. p. 18, 19. The Greek ſophil | land 
muſt have conſidered as one and the ſame war, the whole ſeries of Gothe wh 
kiſtory till the victories and peace of Theodoſius, | 
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| already confounded with the neceſſaries of life 2 
and the deſolation of a very extenſive tract of 


country threatened them with the horrors of 
famine. Athanaric was provoked, or compelled, 


to riſk a battle, which he loſt, in the plains; 
and the purſuit was rendered more bloody by 


the cruel precaution of the victorious generals, 


"Y 


who had promiſed a large reward for the head 


of every Goth, that was brought into the Im- 
perial camp. The ſubmiſſion of the Barbarians 
appeaſed the reſentment of Valens and his coun- 
eil; the emperor liſtened with ſatisfaction to 


the flattering and eloquent remonſtrance of the 


| ſenate of Conſtantinople, which aſſumed, for 


the firſt time, a ſhare in the public deliberati- 
ons ; and the ſame generals, Victor and Arin- 
theus, who had ſucceſsfully directed the conduct 
of the war, were empowered to regulate the 


conditions of peace. The freedom of trade, 
which the Goths had hitherto enjoyed, was re- 
ſtricted to two cities on the Danube; the raſh- 
neſs of their leaders was ſeverely puniſhed by 


the ſuppreſſion of their penſions and ſubſidies ; 


and the exception, which was ſtipulated in fa- 


vour of Athanaric alone, was more advanta- 
geous than honourable to the Judge of the Vi- 
ſigoths. Athanaric, who, on this occaſion, ap- 


pears to have conſulted his private intereſt, with- 
out expecting the orders of his ſovereign, ſup- 
| ported his own dignity, and that of his tribe, 


in the perſonal interview which was propoſed by 
the miniſters of Valens. He perſiſted in his de- 


caration, that it was impoſſible for him, with- 
out incurring the guilt of perjury, ever to ſet 
| his foot on the territory of the empire; and it 
is more than probable, that his regard for the 
lanctity of an oath was confirmed by the re- 

>, Mia: $5 os 4a an 
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cent and fatal examples of Roman treachery, 
The Danube, which ſeparated the dominions of 


the two independent nations, 
' ſcene of the conference. 


was choſen for 
The Emperor of the 


Feäaaſt, and the Judge of the Viſigoths, accom- 
Y panied by an equal nnmber of arm=d follow. 
ers, advanced in their reſpective barges to the 
middle of the ſtream. After the ratification of 


the treaty, and the delivery of hoſtages, 
lens returned in triumph to Conſtantinople; 


the Goths remained in a ſtate of tranquility a- 
till they were violently impelled 


bout fix years; 


Va- 
and 


againſt the Roman empire, by an innumerable 


| hoſt of Scythians, who appeared to iſſue from 


the frozen regions of the North (149). 


War of the 
Quadi and 
Sarmatians, 


The emperor of the Weſt, who had reſi oned 
to his brother the command of the pa, Da- 
A. P. 374. nube, reſerved for his immediate care the de- 


; fence of the Rhetian and Illyrian provinces, 


which ſpread ſo many hundred miles along the | 
The adtive | 


greateſt of the European rivers. 


policy of Valentinian was contitinally employed 


in adding new fortifications to the ſecurity of | 


the frontier : but the abuſe of this policy 


voked the juſt reſentment of the Barbarians, 
The Quadi complained, that the ground for an | 
intended fortreſs had been marked out on their 
and their - complaints ' were urged 


| territories; 


pro- 


with ſo much reaſon and moderation, that Equi- 
tius, maſter-general of Illyricum, conſented to 


ſuſpend the- anc of the work, till he 


ſhould 


(145) The Cotbie war is deſcribed by Antnianus (ri g.), Zoſmus 


l. iv. p. 211—214.), and Themiſtius (Ocat. x. p. 129—141.). 


The ora- 


tor Themiſtius was ſent from the ſenate of Conſtantinople to congratulate 

the victorious emperor ; and his ſervile eloquence compares Valens on the 

Danube, to Achilles in the Scamander. 

to the V. Goths, and N to the Gothic name. 
| el ae vii. ih | OE ES, 


Jornandes forgets a war ae 


OY $ Hi 
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hould be more clearly informed of the will of 
his ſovereign. This fair occaſion of injuring a 


paſſions of Valentinian were impatient of con- 
troul; and he credulouſly liſtened to the aſſur- 
ances of his favourite, that if the government 
of Valeria, and the direction of the work, were 
entruſted to the zeal of his ſon Marcellinus, the 


rival, and of advancing the fortune of his ſon, 
was eagerly embraced by the inhuman Maxi- 
min, the prefect, or rather tyrant of Gaul. The 


emperor ſhould no longer be importuned with 


le The ſubjects of Rome, and the natives of Ger: 
m many, were inſulted by the arrogance of a 
young and worthleſs miniſter, who conſidered his 
d rapid elevation as the proof and reward of ſuperior 
a- WT merit. He affected, however, toreceive the modeſt 
e- zpplication of Gabinius, king of the Quadi, 
es, vith ſome attention and regard: but this art- 
he ful civility concealed a dark and bloody deſign, 
ive and the credulous prince was perſuaded to ac- 
ed cept the preſſing invitation of Marcellinus. I 
of mat a loſs how to vary the narrative of ſimi- 
ro- WF lar crimes; or how to relate, that, in the courſe 
ns. of the ſame year, but in remote parts of the 
an empire, the inhoſpitable table of two Imperial 
heir WM generals was ſtained with the royal blood of 
ged WM two gueſts and allies, inhumanly murdered by 
qui- their order, and in their preſence. The fate 
1 to of Gabinus, and of Para, was the ſame : but 


oſimut 


the audacious remonſtrances of the Barbarians. 


the cruel death of their ſovereign was reſented 
ma very different manner by the ſervile tem- 
per of the Armenians, and the free and daring 
ſpirit of the Germans. The Quadi were much 


vi declined from that formidable power, which, in the 
-» the ume of Marcus Antonius, had ſpread terror to 
7205 the gates of Rome. But they ſtill poſſeſſed 
s Hi 8 e | 


arms 
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allowed Probus, the Prætorian præfect, ſufficl- 
ent time to recover his own ſpirits, and to fe- 


direcded their ſtrenuous efforts to repair and 
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arms and courage ; their courage Was animated 


by deſpair, and they obtained the uſual rein- lar 
 foicement of the cavalry of their Sarmatian a- * 
lies. So improvident was the aſlaſlin Marcell 1 
nus, that he choſe the moment when the braveſt 3 
velcrans had been drawn away, to ſuppreſs the 4 
revolt of Firmus; and the whole province was be 
expoiled, with a very feeble defence, to the rage pr 
of ihe cxaſperated Barbarians. They invaded wh 
Penn nia in the ſcaſon of harveſt ; unmercifu]- | n 
ly deſtroyed every object of plunder which 1 
they could not eaſily traniport ; and either diſ- ts 
regarded, or demolithed, the empty fortificati- © 
ons. The priaceſs Conſtantia, the daughter of g 
the empero Conitantius, and the grand daughter | a 
of the great Conſtantine, very narrowly eſcaped, by 
That royal aid, who had innocently ſupport- | ed 
ed the revolt of Procopius, was now the deſtined T} 
wife of the heir of the Weſtern empire. She lat 
traverſed the peaceful province with a ſplendid 585 
and unarmed train. Her perſon was ſaved from 72 
danger, and the republic from diſgrace, by the co 
active zeal of Meſlalla, governor of the pro- in 
vinces. As ſoon as he was informed that the 54 
village, where ſhe ſtopped only to dine, was x 
almoſt encompaſſed by the Barbarians, he hal- | 
tily placed her in his own chariot, and drove 1 
ful! ſpeed till he reached the gates of Sirmium, or 
which were at the diſtance of ſix and twenty Det 
miles. Even Sirmium might not have been (c- in 
cure, if the Quadi and Sarmatians had diligent- 10 
If advanced during the general conſternation Ys 
of the magiſtrates and people. Their delay WWF bat 


vive the courage of the citizens. He {kilfully 


- ſtrengthen 
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ſtrengthen the decayed fortifications; and pro- 
cured the ſeaſonable and effectual aſſiſtance of 
a a company of archers, to protect the capital 

of the Illyrian provinces. Diſappointed in their 
attempts againſt the walls of Sirmium, the in- 
dignant Barbarians turned their arms againſt _ 
the maſter-general of the frontier, to whom 
they unjuſtly attributed the murder of their 
king. Equitius could bring into the field no 
more than two legions ; but they contained the 
veteran {ſtrength of the Mæſian and Pannonian 
bands. The obſtinacy with which they diſ- 
puted the vain honours of rank and preceden- 
cy, was the cauſe of their deſtruction ; and, 
while they acted with ſeparate forces and divid- 

ed councils, they were ſurpriſed and ſlaughter- 


. ed by the active vigour of the Sarmatian horſe. 
d The ſucceſs of this invaſion provoked the emu- 
: lation of the bordering tribes; and the pro- 


vince of Mæſia would infallibly have been loſt, 
if young Theodouſius, the duke, or military 
commander, of the frontier, has not ſignaliſed, 


in the defeat of the public enemy, an intre- 


ne pid genius, worthy of his illuſtrious father, and 
f of his future greatneſs (150). 8 


The mind of Valentinian, who then reſided ,,,. Expedi- oY 
at Treves, was deeply affected by the calamities ion. 


" of lllyricum; but the lateneſs of the ſeaſon ſuſ- J 
pended the execution of his deſigns till the enſu- | 
3 ng ſpring. He marched in perſon, with a con- A. D. 358. 


ſiderable part of the forces of Gaul, from the 


a banks of the Moſelle : and to the ſuppliant am- 


the 


le- 

lly (150) Ammianus (xxix. 6.) and Zofimus (l. iv. p. 219, 220.) care- 
nd fully mark the origin and propreſs of the Quvadic and Sarmatian 
nen war. | E | | 
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the way, he returned a doubtful anſwer, that, as 
ſoon as he reached the ſcene of action, he ſhould 
examine, and pronounce. When he arrived at 
Sirmium, he gave audience to the deputies of 
the Illyrian provinces ; who loudly congratulated 
their own felicity under the auſpicious government 
of Probus, his Pretorian prefect (151). Va- 
lentinian, who was flattered by theſe demonſtra- 
tions of their loyalty and gratitude, imprudently 
_ aſked the deputy of Epirus, a Cynic philoſopher 
of intrepid ſincerity (152), whether he was freely 
_ ſent by the wiſhes of the province? © With 
tears and groans am I ſent (replied Iphicles) 


by a reluctant people.” The emperor pauſed : 


but the impunity of his miniſters eſtabliſhed the 
pernicious maxim, that they might oppreſs his 
ſubjects, without injuring his ſervice, A ſtrict 
inquiry into their conduct would have relieved 
the public diſcontent. The ſevere condemnation 
of the murder of Gabinius, was the only meaſure 


which could reſtore the confidence of the Ger- 


mans, and vindicate the honour of the Roman 
name. But the haughty monarch was incapable 


of the magnanimity which dares to acknowledge 
5 fault. 


Gr 51) A (xxx. 8. ), who aha the merit, bath cen- 


5 | fared, with becoming aſperity, the oppreflive adminiſtration of Petro- 
nius Probus, When Jerom tranſlated, and continued, the Chronicle 


of Euſebius (A. D. 380. See Tillemont, Mem. Eccleſ. tom. xii. p. 53. 
626.), he expreſſed the truth, or at leaſt the public opinion of his 


country, in the following words: Probus P. P. Illyrici. iniquiſſimis 


« tributorum exactionibus, ante provincias quas regebat, quam a Bar- 
% baris veſtarentur, erafit.”” (Chron. edit. Scaliger, p. 187. Animad- 


1 p. 259.) The Saint afterwards formed an intimate and tender friendſhip | 
with the widow of Probus; and the name of Count Equitius, with leſs 


| propriety, but . mock injuſtice, has been ſubſtituted in the |} 


text. 


(152) Julian (Orat. vi. p. 198.) repreſents his friend Jobicles 28 2 


man of virtue and merit, who had made himſelf ridiculous and unhappy 
| by adopting the extravagant dreſs and manners of the Cynics. 
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only the injury, and advanced into the country 


of the Quadi with an inſatiate thirſt of blood 
and revenge. The extreme devaſtation, and 
romiſcuous maſſacre, of a ſavage war, were 
juſtified, in the eyes of the emperor, and per- 
haps in thoſe of the world, by the cruel equity 
of retaliation (153) : and ſuch was the diſcipline 
of the Romans, and the conſternation of the 
enemy, that Valentinian repaſſed the Danube 


without the loſs of a ſingle man. As he had 
reſolved to complete the deſtruCtion of the Quadi 


by a ſecond campaign, he fixed his winter-quar- | 
ters at Bregetio, on the Danube, near the Hun- 
garian city of Preſburgh. While the operations 


of war were ſuſpended by the ſeverity of the 
weather, the Quadi made an humble attempt to 


deprecate the wrath of their conqueror ; and, at 
the earneſt perſuaſion of Equitius, their ambaſ- 
ſadors were introduced into the Imperial council. 
They approached the throne with bended bodies, 
and dejected countenances; and, without daring 
to complain of the murder of their king, they 
affirmed, with ſolemn oaths, that the late inva- 


hon was the crime of ſome irregular robbers, 


which the public council of the nation con- 


demned and abhorred. The anſwer of the em- 


peror left them but little to hope from his cle- 
mency or compaſſion. He reviled, in the moſt 
intemperate language, their baſeneſs, their in- 


gratitude, their inſolence.— His eyes, his voice, 


his colour, his geſtures, expreſſed the violence of 


his ungoverned fury; and, while his whole 


frame was agitated with convulſive paſſion, a 


flagge 


(153) Ammian. xxx. v. Jerom, who exaggerates the misfortune of 


| Valentinian, refuſes him even this laſt conſolation of revenge, Genita's 


vaſtato ſolo, et inultam patriam derelinquens (tom. i. p. 26.) 


a fault. He forgot the provocation, remembered 


29d 


November 
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large blood -veſſel ſuddenly burſt in his body; 
and Valentinian fell ſpeechleſs into the arms of 
his attendants. Their pious care immediately 
concealed his ſituation from the crowd : but, in 
| anddeath à few minutes, the Emperor of the Weſt expired 
_ of Valenti- jn an agony of pain, retaining his ſenſes till the 
h OR: laſt; and ſtruggling, without lucceſs, to declare 
355 his intentions to the generals and miniſters, who- 
A. B. 875. ſurrounded the royal couch. Valentinian was 
ich. about fifty-four years of age; and he wanted 
NE only one hundred days to accompliſh the twelve 
Years of his reign (154). 


The polygamy of Valentinian is f at- 
The empe- teſted by an eccleſiaſtical hiftorian (155). © The 
 rore Gratis empreſs Severa (I relate the fable) admitted in- 
_ tinanll, to her familiar ſociety the lovely Juſtina, the 
© daughter of an Italian governor : her admira- 
ration of thoſe naked charms, which ſhe had 
often ſeen in the bath, was expreſſed with ſuch | 
laviſh and imprudent praiſe, that the emperor 
was tempted. to introduce a ſecond wife into 
his bed; and his public edict extended to all 

the ſubjects of the empire, the ſame domeſtic 
«© privilege, which he had aſſumed for himſcll.” 
But we may be affured, from the evidence of 
"reaſon, as well as hiſtory, that the two marti 
ages of Valentinian, with Severa, and with 


Juſtina, 


* * 


4 
40 
44 


5 « 


8 


084) See, on the death. If Valentiaian, 1 (xxx. 6.), Zol- 
nus l. iv. p. 221.), Vitor (in Epitom. ), Socrates (I. iv. c. 31.), and je- 
rom (in Chron. p. 187, and tom. i. p. 26. ad Heriodor.). There is ſuch 


variety of circumſtances among them; and Ammianus is ſo eloquent, 
that he writes nonſenſe. _ 


(155) Socrates (I. iv. c. 30, ) is hy f or ipinal hats of this fooliſh Y 

8 1 lo repugnant to the laws and manners of the Romans, that it 
: ſcarcely deſerve the formal and elaborate differtation of M. Bonamy | 
(Mem. de l' Academie, tom. Xxx. p. 394408.) Yet I would preferve 
the natural circumſtance of the bath; inttead of following Zohmue, | 0 
wy - repreſents Juftina a as an od woman, the widow of Magaentius. 
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uſed the ancient permiſſion of divorce, which 


and applauſe of the armies of Gaul (156) ; and 
the name of Gratian was added to the names of 
Valentinian and Valens, in all the legal tranſac- 


time, religion, and the reverence of the people. 
At the death of his father, the royal youth was 


without apprehenſion, in the palace of Treves; 


ſuppreſſed by the preſence of a maſter, immedi- 


ambitious deſign of reigning in the name of an 


and auguſt inveſtiture. Valentinian does not appear to have conſulted, 
or even informed, the ſenate of Rome, eee eee eee ee 


juſtina, were ſucceſſively contracted ; and that he 


was ſtill allowed by the laws, though it was 
| condemned by the church, Severa was the mo- 
ther of Gratian, who ſeemed to unite every 
claim which could entitle him to the undoubted 
ſucceſſion of the Weſtern empire. He was the 
eldeſt ſon of a monarch, whoſe glorious reign 
had confirmed the free and honourable choice of 
his fellow-ſoldiers. Before he had attained the 
ninth year of his age, the royal youth received 
from the hands of his indulgent father the purple 
robe and diadem, with the title of Auguſtus : 
the election was ſolemnly ratified by the conſent 


tions of the Roman government. By his mar- 
rage with the grand-daughter of Conſtantine, 
the ſon of Valentinian acquired all the hereditary 
12 of the Flavian family; which, in a ſeries 
of three Imperial generations, were ſanctified by 


in the ſeventeenth year of his age; and his vir- 
tues already juſtified the favourable opinion of 
the army and people. But Gratian reſided, 


whilſt, at the diſtance of many hundred miles, 
Valentinian fuddenly expired in the camp of 
Bregetio. The paſſions, which had been ſo long 
ately revived in the Imperial council; and the 
infant, 


(186) Ammianus (xxvii. 6.) deſcribes the form of the military election 


or 
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infant, was artfully executed by Mellobaudeg 
and Equitius, who commanded the attachment | 
of thelllyrian and Italian bands. They contrived | 
the moſt honourable pretences to remove the po- 
poular leaders, and the troops of Gaul, who | 
might have aſſerted the claims of the lawful ſue- 
ceſſor: they ſuggeſted the neceſſity of extin. | 
guiſhing the hopes of foreign and domeſtic 
enemies, by a bold and deciſive meaſure. The | 
_ empreſs Juſtina, who had been left in a palace | 
about one hundred miles from Bregetio, was 
reſpectfully invited to appear in the camp, with | 
the ſon of the deceaſed emperor. On the ſixth | 
day after the death of Valentinian, the infant 
Prince of the ſame name, who was only four 
Fears old, was ſhewn, in the arms of his mother, 
to the legions; and ſolemnly inveſted, by mili- |} 
tary acclamation, with the titles and enſigns of 
| ſupreme power. The impending dangers of a | 
civil war were ſeaſonably prevented by the wiſe | 
and moderate conduct of the emperor Gratian, | 
He cheerfully accepted the choice of the army; 
declared, that he ſhould always conſider the ſon | 
of Juſtina as a brother, not as a rival; and ad- 
viſed the empreſs, with her ſon Valentinian, to | 
fix their reſidence at Milan, in the fair and 
peaceful province of Italy; while he aſſumed | 
the more arduous command of the countries 
| beyond the Alps. Gratian diſſembled his re- 
ſentment till he could ſafely puniſh, or diſgrace, | 
the authors of the conſpiracy ; and though he 
_ uniformly behaved with tenderneſs and regard to 
dis infant colleague, he gradually confounded, in 
the adminiſtration of the Weſtern empire, the 
office of a guardian with the authority of a fove- | 
| reign, The government of the Roman world | 
was exerciſed in the united names of Valens uo 
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his two nephews ; but the feeble Emperor of the Hy 
Eaſt, who ſucceeded to the rank of his elder =. 
brother, never obtained any weight or influence 1 
in the councils of the Weſt (157). h a 


(157) Ammianus, xxx. 10. Zoſimus, I. iv. p. 222, 223, Tillemont 
has proved (Hiſt, des Empereurs, tom. v. p. 507—709.). that Gratian 
rgned in Italy, Africa, and Illyricum. I have endeavoured to expreſs 
bis authority over his brother's dominions, as he uſed it, in an ambigu - 


CHAP. 


3⁰⁴ 


= Manners of the Paſtoral Naik e of 4 


. Farth- | 


_ quakes, 
A. D. 365. 
* 21ſt. 


earthquake. The impreſſion was communicated 


= Theodofius with the Eaſtern Empire. His Charac- 


hand; large veſſels were ſtranded on the mud; 
and a curious ſpectator (1) amuſed his eye, or 

rather his fancy, by contemplating the various | 

appearance of vallies and mountains, which had | 


. expoſed to the ſun. But the tide ſoon returned, 
with the weight of an immenſe and irreſiſtible 
deluge, which was ſeverely felt on the coaſts of 
Sicily, of Dalmatia, of Greece, and of Egypt: 

large boats were tranſported, and lodged on the 
: roofs of houſes, or at che diſtance of two miles 


=; Moen in Peloponneſus. 
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THAE XVI. 


Hluns, from China 10 Furope.— Flight of the 
| Goths.—T hey paſs the Danube. Gothic War — 
Defeat and " Head of Valens. —Gratian inveſ! 


ter and Succeſs. —Prace and Settlement Le the 
Goth. e 


N che ſecond year of the reign of Valentinin 
and Valens, on the morning of the twenty- 
firſt day of July, the greateſt part of the Roman 
world was ſhaken by a violent and deſtructive 


to the waters; the ſhores of the Mediterranean 
were left dry, by the ſudden retreat of the ſea; 
great quantities of fiſh were caught with the 


never, ſince the formation of the globe, been 


from 


(6) Such is the bad taſte of Ammianus . 10. 4 that it is not ea 
to diſtinguiſh his facts from his metaphors. Yet he poſitively affirms 
that he ſaw the rotten carcaſe of a ſhip, 2d ſecangum — at Methone. 
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from the ſhore ; the people, with their habita- 


city of Alexandria annually commemorated the 


. nation enlarged the real extent of a momentary 
5 evil. They recollected the preceding earth- 
. quakes, which had ſubverted the cities of Paleſt- 


ine and Bithynia: they conſidered theſe alarming 


an to confound the ſymptoms of a declining em- 

y- pire, and a ſinking world (2). It was the faſhion 

an of the times, to attribute every remarkable event 
ve to the particular will of the Deity ; the altera - 
ted tons of nature were connected, by an inviſible 
-an chain, with the moral and metaphyſical opinions 
ea; Wh of the human mind; and the moſt ſagacious 
the divines could diſtinguiſh, according to the colour 
d; ¶ of their reſpective prejudices, that the eſtabliſh- 
or WM nent of hereſy tended to produce an earthquake; 
ious or that a deluge was the inevitable conſequence 


had of the progreſs of fin and error. Without pre- 


deen ſuming to diſcuſs the truth or propriety of theſe 
ned, Wi \vfty ſpeculations, the hiſtorian may content 


WE BE , Rent 3 
pt: (2) The earthquakes and inundations are variouſly deſcribed by Liba- 
n the aus (Orat. de uleiſcendã Juliani nece, c. x. in Fabricius, Bibl. Græc. 
n 


"ot enn WR © Egyptian monk, on the beach. He made the ſigu of the eren The 
Afra, deuntain wave topped, bowed, and returned. ee 


Methone. 


tions, were ſwept away by the waters; and the 


fatal day, on which fifty thouſand perſons had 
loſt their lives in the inundation. This calamity, 
the report of which was magnified from one pro- 
vince to another, aſtoniſned and terrified the 
ſubjects of Rome; and their affrighted imagi- 


ſtrokes as the prelude only of ſtill more dreadful 
calamities, and their fearful vanity was diſpoſed 


tom. vii. p. 158. with a learned note of Olearius), Zoſimus (I. iv. p. 
al.), Sozomen (l. vi. c. 2.), Cedrenns (p. 310. 314), and Jerom (in 
Chron, p. 186. and torn. i. p. 250. in Vit. Hilarion, . Epidau:us muſt 
hive been overwhelmed, had not the prudent citizens placed St, Hilarion, 
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himſelf with an obſervation, which ſeems to be 
_ juſtified by experience, that man has much more 
to fear from the paſſions of his fellow-creatures, 
than from the convulſions of the elements (2), 
The miſchievous effects of an earthquake, or 
deluge, a hurricane, or theeruption of a volcano, 
bear a very inconſiderable proportion to the or- 


dinary calamities of war; as they are now mode. 


rated by the prudence or humanity of the priaces 
of Europe, who amuſe their own leiſure, and 
_ exerciſe the courage of their ſubjects, in the 
practice of the military art. But the laws and 


manners of modern nations protect the ſafety and 


freedom of the vanquiſhed ſoldier ; and the 
peaceful citizen has ſeldom reaſon to complain, 


that his life, Or even his fortune, 18 expoſed 0 
he rage of war. In the diſaſtrous period of the 


fall of the Roman empire, which may juſtly be 
dated from the reign of Valens, the happiness 
and ſecurity of each individual were perſonally 
attacked; and the arts and labours of ages were 


rudely defaced by the Barbarians of Scythia aud | 
be Hons Germany. The invaſion of the Huns precibi- 
and Gothe, tated on the provinces of the Weſt the Gothic | 
A. P. 376. nation, which advanced, in leſs than forty yea.s, 
| from the Danube to the Atlantic, and opened a 


way, by the ſucceſs of their arms, to the inioads 
of ſo many hoſtile tribes, more ſavage than them- 
ſelves. 


this obvious truth; which is not the moſt honourable to the human (pe- 
cies (Cicero, de Oele; . . | | | 


he original principle of motion was 
concealed in the remote countries of the North; 
and the curious obſervation of the paſtoral life of 
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the Scythians (4), or Tartars (s), will illuſtrate 
the latent cauſe of theſe deſtructive emigrations, 
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The different characters that mark the civilized The pattorat | 


WH tions of the globe, may be aſcribed to the uſe, noms of 


: imple than that of reaſon : it is much eaſier to 
| aſcertain the appetitites of a quadruped, than 
c the ſpeculations of a philoſopher; and the ſavage 
d tribes of mankind, as they approach nearer to. 
d Wl thc condition of animals, preſerve a ſtronger re- 
0 ſemblance to themſelves and to each other. 


N The uniform ſtability of their manners, is the 
0 WT natural conſequence of the imperfection of their 
ic faculties. Reduced to a ſimilar ſituation, their 


wants, their deſires, their enjoyments, ſtill con- 


form, and "Bi maintain, the national character of 


of Scythia, or W is have been inhabited by 
ͤ¶öÜ ùõ ẽ cꝙ˖ i 


ids 

hh 0 The original Scythians of Herodotus (. iv. c. Ay; 99—101,) 

vas vere confined by the Danube and the Palus Mzotis, within a ſquare of 

th. 4000 ſtadia (400 Roman miles). See d' Anville, Mem. de TAcademie, 5 

- ton, XXxv. p. $73—591-). Diodorus Siculus (tom. i. I. ii. p. 188. edit. 

0¹ Veſſeling) has marked the gradual progreſs of the name and nation. 

the (5) The Tatars, or Tartars, were a primitive tribe, the rivals, and 
length the ſubjets, of the Moguls. In the victorious armies of 

Ws | Zinzis Khan, and his ſucceſſors, the Tartars formed the vanguard ; and | 

\ ſpe te name, which firſt reached the ears of foreigners, was applied to the 


ladiferently ale ine * of 8 or en 5 


inue the ſame: and the influence of food or 
cimate, which, in a more improved ſtate of 
ſociety, 1s ſuſpended, or ſubdued, by ſo many 
moral cauſes, moſt powerfully contributes to 


Babarians. In every age, the immenſe plains 


Whole natien { Freret, i in the Hiſt. de Academie, tom. xvii. p. 60. ). 8 
ln peaking of all, or any, of the northern ſhepherds of Europe, or 4 


the Si ythi« 
and the abuſe, of reaſon; which ſo variouſlyans, o Tar- 


| ſhapes, and ſo artificially compoſes, the mannerg'** _ 
and opinions of an European, or a Chineſe, 
But the operation of inſtinc is more ſure and 


; vagrant tribes of hunters and ſhepherds, Whoſe 
whole reſtleſs ſpirit diſdains the confinement of 


Jha Tartars, have been renowned for their in- 
vincible courage, and rapid conqueſts. The 
thrones of Aſia have been repeatedly overturned 
by the ſhepherds of the North; and their arms 
have ſpread terror and devaſtation over the moſt 


. this occaſion, as well as on many others, the 
ſober hiſtorian is forcibly awakened from a 


ners, which have been adorned with the faireſt 
attributes of peace and innocence, are much 


form ſcene, the Khan of Khowareſm, Abulghazi Bahadur, expreſe 
his native feelings: and his Genealogical Hiſtory of the Tartars has bei sener 
_ eopiouſly illuſtiated by the French and Engliſh editors. Carpin, Aſctl 
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indolence refuſes to cultivate the earth, and 


a ſedentary life. In every age, the Scythians, 


fertile and warlike countries of Europe (6). On 


Pleaſing viſion; and is compelled, with fome 
reluctance, to confeſs, that the paſtoral man- 


better adapted to the fierce and cruel habits of 2 an) 


military life. To illuſtrate this obſervation, [ haj 
ſhall now proceed to conſider a nation of ſhep-WM if ; 
| herds and of warnors, in the three important at- 
_ ticles of, I. Their diet ; II. Their habitation; 
and, III. Their exerciſes. The narratives of | 


antiquity are juſtified by the experience of mo- 
dern times s (7); and the banks of the Boryft 
hene 
| | who: 

(6 Imperium 145 ter —— 170 perpetuo ab alieno Imperi 


tellige 

aut intaQti, aut inviQti, manſere. Since the time of Juſtin (ii, 2.) they 1763. 
baue multiplied this account. Voltaire, i in a few words (tor. x. p. 64 (8) 
== His. 3 c. 156.), has abridged the Tartar conquelts. by the 

| Oft v'er the trembling nations from afar, e > the 
Has Scythia breath'd the living cloud of war. (9) 

4 The fourth book of Herodotus affords a curious, though imperſe? cruels 

| portrait of the Scythians. Among the moderns, who deſcribe the uni tous le 


Emile 


The L 
lions | 7 


and Rubruquis (in the Hiſt, des Voyages, tom. vll.), repreſent the lt 
guls of the fourteenth century. To theſe guides I have added Gerbil) 


and the other n (Deſcription de Ia N par du Halde, tom, l. 
ul 
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henes, of the Volga, or of the Selinga, will 
indifferently preſent the ſame uniform ſpectacle 
of ſimilar and native manners (8997. 

I. The corn, or even the rice, which conſti-y,,, 
tutes the ordinary and wholeſome food of a 
civiliſed people, can be obtained only by the 
patient toil of the huſbandman. Some of the 
happy ſavages, who dwell between the tropics, 
are plentifully nouriſhed by the liberality of na- 
ture; but in the climates of the North, a nation 
of ſhepherds is reduced to their flocks and herds. 
The ſkilful practitioners of the medical art will 
determine (if they are able to determine) how far 
the temper of the human mind may be affected 
by the uſe of animal, or of vegetable, food; 
and whether the common aſſociation of carni- 
yorous and cruel, deſerves to be conſidered in 
any other light than that of an innocent, per- 
haps a ſalutary, prejudice of humanity (9). Yet 
if it be true, that the ſentiment of compaſſion is 
imperceptibly weakened by the ſight and prac- 
tice of domeſtic cruelty, we may obſerve, that 
the horrid objects which are diſguiſed by the arts 


mo- of European refinement, are exhibited in their 
Yylt- | | 5 | | naked 
ljenles, 3 5 | ES 
bo accurately ſurveyed the Chineſe Tartary ; and that honeſt and in- 
Imperio telligent traveller Bell, of Antermony (two volumes in 4to. Glaſgow, 
2.) they r 5 9 . V 
X. p. 64 (8) The Uzbecs are the moſt altered from their primitive manners; 1. 
by the proſeſſion of the Mahometan religion; and, 2. by the poſſeſſion 
& the cities and harveſts of the great Bucharia, 5 
=: (9) It eſt certain que les grands mangeurs de viande font en general 
mperfet cruels et feroces plus que les autres hommes. Cette obſervation eſt de 
the un tous les lieux et de tous les tems: la barbare Angloiſe eſt connue, &c. | 
enpreſe Emile de Rouſſeau, tom. i. p. 274 Whatever we may think of the 
has bee general ebſervation, eve ſhall not eaſily allow the truth of his example. 
„ Aſcel The good - natured complaints of Plutarch, and the pathetic lamenta- | 
t the ons of Ovid, ſeduce our reaſon, by exciting our ſenſibility, 3 
Gerbil | 8 | | | 
IV, 


tom. 


W. 


— — — — - 4 
7 For ions 7 er are h 
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| naked and moſt diſguſting ſimplicity, in the 
tent of a Tartarian ſhepherd. The ox, or the 

ſheep, are ſlaughtered from the ſame hand from 
- which they were accuſtomed to receive their daily 
food; and the bleeding limbs are ſerved, with 
"very little preparation, on the table of their un. 

feeling murderer. In the military profeſſion, 
and eſpecially in the conduct of a numerous ar- 

my, the excluſive uſe of animal food appears to 
be productive of the moſt ſolid advantages 
Corn is a bulky and periſhable commodily ; and 
the large magazines, which are indiſpenſably re. 
ceſſary for the ſubſiſt 


ence of our troops, muſt be 
ſlowly tranſported by the labour of men, or 
horſes. But the flocks and herds, which accom: 


_ pany the march of the Tartars, afford a ſure and 
encreaſing ſupply of fleſh and milk : in the fa 

greater part of the uncultivated waſte, the ve- 
vegetation of the graſs is quick and Juxuriant 


and there are few places ſo extremely barren, 


| that the hardy cattle of the North cannot find 
ſome tolerable paſture. The ſupply is multi- 
plied and prolonged, by the undiſtinguiſhing 


appetite, and patient abſtinence, of the Tartars, 


They indifferently feed on the fleſh of thoſe ani. 


mals that have been killed for the table, or have 


died of diſeaſe. Horſe-fleſh, which in every 


age and country has been proſcribed by the ci- 
viliſed nations of Europe and Aſia, they devour 


with peculiar greedineſs; and this ſingular taſte 


facilitates the ſncceſs of their military operations. 


5 The active cavalry of Scythia is always follou ed. 


in their moſt diſtant and rapid incurſions, by an 


adequate number of ſpare horſes, who may be 


occaſionally uſed, either to redouble the ſpeed, 


or to ſatisfy the hunger, of the Barbarians, Ma- 
Iy are the reſources of courage and poverty. 


When 


fered to the Tartars; 


| Itories of the adjacent tribes. 
manufactures and commerce inſenſibly collects a 
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When the forage round a camp of Tartars is 
almoſt conſumed, they ſlaughter the greateſt 
part of their cattle, and preſerve the fleſh, either 
ſmoked, or dried in the ſun. On the ſudden 
emergency of a haſty march, they provide 
themſelves with a ſufficient quantity of little balls 
of cheeſe, or rather of hard curd, which they 
occaſionally diſſolve in water ; and this unſub- 
ſtantial diet will ſupport, for many days, the 
life, and even the ſpirits, of the patient warrior. 
But this extraordinary abſtinence, 


vy, is commonly ſucceeded by the moſt vora- 
cious indulgence of appetite. The wines of a 
happier climate are the moſt grateful preſent, or 
the moſt valuable commodity, that can be of- 
and the only example of 
their induſtry ſeems to conſiſt in the art of ex- 
tracting from a mare's milk a fermented liquor, 
which poſſeſſes a very ſtrong power of intoxica- 
tion. Like the animals of prey, the ſavages, 
both of the old and new world, experience the 


| alternate viciſſitudes of famine and plenty; and 
their ſtomach is inured to ſuſtain, without much 


inconvenience, the oppoſite extremes of hunger 
and of intemperance. 


II. In the ages of ruſtic and maitial ſimplicity, wan. 
a people of ſoldiers and huſbandmen are diſ-tigps.. 


perſed over the face of an extenſive and culti- 


rated country; and tome time muſt elapſe be- 
| lore the warlike youth of Greece or Italy could 


be aſſembeld under the ſame ſtandard, either to 
defend their own confines, or to invade the ter- 
The progreſs of 


large multitude within the walls of a city: but 
theſe citizens are no longer ſoldiers; and the 
| bl 


which the 
Stoic would approve, and the hermit might en- 
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arts which adorn and improve the ſtate of civil 
ſociety, corrupt the habits of the military life. 
The paſtoral manners of the Scythians ſeem to 
unite the different advantages of ſimplicity and 
refinement: The individuals of the ſame tribe 
are conſtantly aſſembled, but they are aſſembled 
in a camp; and the native ſpirit of theſe daunt- 
leſs ſhephereds is animated by mutual ſupport 
and emulation. The houſes of the Tartars are 

No more than ſmall tents, of an oval form, 
which afford a cold and dirty habitation, for the 
promiſcuous youth of both ſexes. The palaces 
of the rich conſiſt of wooden huts, of ſuch a 
ſize that they may be conveniently fixed on large 
 waggons, and drawn by a team perhaps of 
twenty or thirty oxen. The flocks and herds, 
after grazing all day in the adjacent paſtures, re- 
tire, on the approach of night, within the pro- 
| tection of the camp, The neceſlity of prevent- 
ing the moſt miſchievous confuſion, in ſuch a | 
perpetual concourſe of men and animals, muſt 
gradually introduce, in the diſtribution, the or- 
der, and the guard, of the encampment, the 
rudiments of the military art. As ſoon as the 
forage of a certain diſtrict is conſumed, the 
tribe, or rather army, of ſhepherds, makes a 
regular march to ſome freſn paſtures; and thus 
acquires, in the ordinary occupations of the paſ- 
toral life, the practical Knowledge of one of the the 


moſt important and difficult operations of war. Ta 
The choice of ſtations is regulated by the diffe- of 
rence of the ſeaſons: in the ſummer, the Tar- pee 


tars advance towards the North, and pitch their the 
tents on the banks of a river, or, at leaſt, in the 
neighbourhood of a running ſtream. But in the 
winter they return to the South, and ſhelter their 
camp, behind ſome convenient eminence, 1 
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the winds, which are chilled in their paſſage over 
the bleak and icy regions of Siberia, Theſe 
manners are admirably adapted to diffuſe, among 


: the wandering tribes, the ſpirit of emigration 
and conqueſt. The connection between the 

| people and their territory is of ſo frail a texture, 

: that it may be broken by the ſlighteſt accident. 

t The camp, and not the toil, is the native coun- 

© uy of the genuine Tartar. Within the precin&ts 
, f that camp, his family, his compamions, his 

e property are always included; and in the moſt 

'$ diſtant marches, he is ſtill ſurrounded by the 
A objects which are dear, or valuable, or familiar 
e in his eyes. The thirſt of rapine, the fear, or 

ff the reſentment of injury, the impatience of ſer- 

8, vitude, have, in every age, been ſufficient cauſes 

e- to urge the tribes of Scythia boldly to advance 

o- into ſome unknown countries, where they might 

t- hope to find a more plentiful ſubſiſtence, or a 

12 Leis formidable enemy. The revolutions of the 
aft North have frequently determined the fate of 
3 the South; and in the conflict of hoſtile nations, 

he 


the victor and the vanquiſhed have alternately 


drove, and been been driven, from the confines 
the of China to thoſe of Germany (10). Theſe 
$2 


executed with almoſt incredible diligence, were 


al- rendered more eaſy by the peculiar nature of 
the tte climate. It is well known that the cold of 
var. Tartary is much more ſevere than in the midſt 
fe- of the temperate zone might reaſonably be ex- 

ar- pected: this uncommon rigour is attributed to 
heir the height of the plains, which riſe, eſpecially 
| the TTT 

the no St, 5 ing 
heit (10) Theſe Tartar emigrations have been diſcovered by M. de Guignes 
ainſt (Hiſtoire des Huns, torn. i. ii. }, a ſkilful and laborious interpreter of the 


Chineſe language ; who has thus laid open new and important ſcenes in 
| the hiſtory of mankind, | ES | | 


great emigrations, which have been ſometimes 
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towards the Eaſt, more than half a mile abore 
the level of the ſea; and to the quantity of (alt- 
petre, with which the ſoil is deeply impreg- 


nated (11). In the winter-ſeaſon, the broad 


and rapid rivers, that ditcharge their waters into 


the Euxine, the Caſpian, or the Icy Sea, are 


ſtrongly frozen; the fields are covered with a 


| bed of ſnow; and the fugitive, or victorious, 


_ tribes may ſecurely traverſe, with their families, 
their Wagons, and their cattle, the {mooth and 


bai fur 
N 
labours of agriculture and manufactures, is un- 


joyments of love and harmony, is uſefully ſpent | 


ace of an immenſe plain. 15 
III. The paſtoral life, compared with the 


doubtedly a life of idleneſs; and as the moſt 
Honourable ſhepherds of the Tartar race devolye 


on their captives the domeſtic management of 
the cattle, their own leiſure is ſeldom diſturbed | 
by any ſervile and aſſiduous cares. But this 


leiſure, inſtead of being devoted to the ſoft en- 


in the violent and ſanguinary exerciſe of the 


chace. The plains of Tartary are filled with 
a ſtrong and ſerviceable breed of horſes, which 
are eaſily trained for the purpoſes of war and 
hunting. The Scythians of every age have been 


celebrated as bold and ſkilful riders: and con- 


ſtant practice had ſeated them fo firmly on horſe- 


back, that they were ſuppoſed by ſtrangers to 


perform the ordinary duties of civil life, to eat, 
to drink, and even to ſleep, without diſmouni- 


e 11) A . in che Chineſe 1 only 1 leagues from the 
great wall, was found by the miſſionaries to be three thouſand geometri- |} 
cal paces above the level of the ſea. Montelquieu, who has uſed, and 

| | abuſed, the relations of travelleis, deduces the revolutions of Aſia from 
this important circumſtance, that heat and cold, Weakneſs and ſtrength, 
touch each other without 207 ene zone Esprit o des Lair I. xvii. c. 


3) 


—. 
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terous management of the lance; the long Tar- 


ing from their ſteeds. They excel in the dex- 


tar bow is drawn with a nervous arm; and the 
weighty arrow is directed to its object with un- 
erring aim, and irreſiſtible force. Theſe arrows 
are often pointed againſt the harmleſs animals of 
the deſert, Which increaſe and multiply in the 


abſence of their moſt formidable enemy; the 
hare, the goat, the roebuck, the kale 

the elk, and the antelope. The vigour and pa- 
tience both of the men and horſes are continually 
exerciſed by the fatigues of the chace; and the 
plentiful ſupply of game contributes to the ſub- 


- d cer, 


But the exploits of the hunters of Scythia are 
not confined to the deſtruction of timid or in- 


noxious beaſts ; they boldly encounter the angry 
wild-boar, when he turns againſt his purſuers, 


excite the ſluggiſh courage of the bear, and 


provoke the fury of the tyger, as he ſlumbers 


in the thicket.. Where there is danger there 


may be glory : and the mode of hunting, which 
opens the faireſt field to the exertions of valour, 
may juſtly be conſidered as the image, and as 
the ſchool, of war. The general hunting-match- 


es, the pride and delight of the Tartar princes, 


compoſe an inſtructive exerciſe for their nume- 
rous cavalry. A circle is drawn, of many miles 
in circumference, to encompaſs the game of an 


extenſive diſtrict ; and the troops that form the 


circle regularly advance towards a common cen- 
tre; where the captive animals, ſurrounded on 
every ſide, are abandoned to the darts of the 
hunters. In this march, which frequently con- 


tinues many days, the cavalry are obliged to 


climb the hill, to ſwim the rivers, and to wind 
inough the vallies, without interrupting the pre- 


* 
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the ſame original ſtock. 
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ſcribed order of their gradual progreſs. They 


acquire the habit of directing their eye, and their 
ſteps, to a remote object; of preſerving their 
intervals; of ſuſpending, or accelerating, their 


pace, according to the motions of the troops on 
their right and left; and of watching and re- 
peating the ſignals of their leaders. th 

ers ſtudy, in this practical ſcool, the moſt im- 
Portant leſſon of the military art; the prompt 


eir lead. 


and accurate judgment of ground, of diſtance, 


and of time. To employ againſt a human ene- 


my the ſame patience and valour, the ſame (kill 


and diſcipline, is the only alteration which is | 


required in real war; and the amuſements of | 
the chace ſerve as a prelude to the conqueſt of 
an empire (12). FFT : 


The political ſociety of the ancient Germans | 


has the appearance of a voluntary alliance of 
independent warriors. The tribes of Scythia, 
diſtinguiſned by the modern appellation of 

Hurd, aſſume the form of a numerous and 
increaſing family; which, in the courſe of ſuc- 


ceſlive generations, has been propagated from 
The meaneſt, and 
moſt ignorant of the Tartars, preſerve, with 


_ conſcious pride, the ineſtimable treaſure of their 
_ genealogy ; and whatever diſtinctions of rank 
may have been introduced, by the unequal di- 


ſtribution of paſtoral wealth, they mutually re- 


ie pleaſures which he had often enjoyed, as a ſportſman, — 


| ſped themſelves, and each other, as the delcen- 


daants 


(ua) Petit de la Croix (Vie de Gengifcan, I. iii. e. 7.) repreſents the 


full glory and extent of the Mogul chace. The Jeſuits Gerbillon and Ver- 


bieſt followed the emperor Kamhi when he hunted in Tartary (Dubalde, 
Deſcription de la Chine, tom. iv. p. 81. 290, &c. felio edit.). His grand- 
ſon, Kienlong, who unites the Tartar diſcipline with the laws and lcarn- 
ing of China, deſcribes (Elogue de Moukden, p. 273—285.), as 2 poet, 


[ 
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dants of the firſt founder of the tribe. The 
cuſtom, which ſtill prevails, of adopting the 


braveſt, and moſt faithful of the captives, may 


- countenance the very probable ſuſpicion, that 


this extenſive conſanguinity is, in a great mea- 
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ſure, legal and fictitious. But the uſeful pre- | 


judice, which has obtained the ſanction of time 


and opinion, produces the effects of truth; 
the haughty Barbarians yield a cheerful and vo- 


luntary obedience to the head of their blood : 


and their chief, or mur/a, as the repreſentative 
of their great father, exerciſes the authority of 
a judge, in peace, and of a leader, in war, In 
the original ſtate of the paſtoral world, each of 
the mur/as (if we may continue to uſe a modern 
appellation) aQed as the independent chief of a 


large and ſeparate family ; and the limits of 


their peculiar territories were gradually fixed, 
by ſuperior force, or mutual conſent. But the 


_ conſtant operation of various and permament 


cauſes contributed to unite the vagrant Hords 


| into national communities, under the command 


of a ſupreme head. The weak were deſirous of 
ſupport, and the ſtrong were ambitious of do- 
minion; the power, which is the reſult of union, 
oppreſſed and collected the divided forces of 


the adjacent tribes; and, as the vanquiſhed 


were freely admitted to ſhare the advantages of 
victory, the moſt valiant chiefs haſtened to 


range themſelves, and their followers, under 


the formidable ſtandard of a confederate nation. 
| The moſt ſucceſsful of the Tartar princes aſ- 
ſumed the military command, to which he was 


entitled by the ſuperiority, either of merit, or 


of power. He was raiſed to the throne by the 
acclamations of his equals ; and the title of Khaz | 


expreſles, in the language of the North of Afia, 


the full extent of the regal dignity. The right 
of hereditary ſucceſſion was long confined to 
the blood of the founder of the monarchy ; and 
at this moment all the Khans, who reign from 
Crimea to the wall of China, are the lineal de- 
ſcendants of the renowned Zingis (13). But, 
as it is the indiſpenſable duty of a Tartar ſove- 
reign to lead his warlike ſubjects into the field, 
the claims of an infant are often diſregarded, 
and ſome royal kinſman, diſtinguiſhed by his 
age and valour, is entruſted with the ſword and 
ſceptre of his predeceſſor. Two diſtinct and 
regular taxes are levied on the tribes, to ſup- 
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port the dignity of their national monarch, and 


of their peculiar chief; and each of thoſe con- 
tributions amount to the tythe, both of their 
property, and of their ſpoil, A Tartar ſove- 
| reign enjoys the tenth part of the wealth of his 
people; and as his own domeſtic riches of flocks 
and herds increaſe in a much larger proportion, 
he is able plentifully to maintain the ruſtic 


ſplendour of his court, to reward the molt de- 


ſerving or the moſt favoured, of his followers, 


and to obtain. from the genile influence of cor- 
ruption, the obedience which might be ſome- 
times refuſed to the ſtern mandates of autho- 
rity. The manners of his ſubjects, accuſtom- 
ed, like himſelf, to blood and rapine, might 


excule, in their eyes, ſuch partial acts of ty- 
ranny, as would excite the horror of a civiliſed 
people; but the power of a deſpot has never 


} 


(13) See the ſecond a of the Genealogical Hiſtory of the Tar- 


tars : and the liſts of the Khans, at the end of the life of Gengis, or 


 Zingis. Under the reign of Timur, or Tamerlane, one of his ſubjects, 


a deſcendant of Zingis, (till bore the regal appellation of Khan; and the 
conqueror of Aſia contented himſelf with the title of Emir, or Sultan, 
Abulghazi, part v. c. 4. D'Herbelot, Bibliotheque Orientale, p. 878. 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 319 


been acknowledged in the deſerts of Scythia. 
The immediate juriſdiction of the Khan is con- 
fined within the limits of his own tribe; and 
the exerciſe of his royal prerogative has been We 
moderated by the ancient inſtitution of a nati- l 
onal council. The Coroultai (14), or Diet, of „ 

the Tartars, was regularly held in the ſpring 

and autumn, in the midſt of a plain; where e 

the princes of the reigning family, and the mur- Wh 1 
ſas of the reſpective tribes, may conveniently _—_ 
aſſemble on horſeback, with their martial and 
numerous trains: and the ambitious monarch, 
who reviewed the ſtrength, muſt conſult the 

inclination, of an armed people. The rudi- 
ments of a feudal government may be diſco- 

vered in the conſtitution of the Scythian or Tar- 

tar nations; but the perpetual conflict of thoſe 

hoſtile nations has ſometimes terminated in the 
eſtabliſhment of a powerful and deipotic em- 

pire. The victor, enriched by the tribute, and 
fortified by the arms, of dependent kings, has = 
ſpread his conqueſts over Europe or Aſia : the e 
ſucceſsful ſhepherds of the North have ſub- 

mitted to the confinement of arts, of laws, and 
of cities; and the introduction of luxury, after 
deſtroying the freedom of the people, has un- 

dermined the foundations of the throne (183). 


; The memory of paſt events cannot long besitaxtion 
preſerved, in the frequent and remote on, | <> 
N . . | 4 | | 5 4 
\ tions of illiterate Barbarians, The modern Tar- Tarary. 
r Ws tars 

8 (14) See the Diets of the ancient Huns (de Guignes, tom. ii. p. 26.), 

nad a curious deſcription of thoſe of Zingis (Vie de Gengiſcan, |. i. c. 6. I. 

1 iv. c. 11.) . Such aſſemblies are frequently mentioned in the Perſian hiſ- 
F tory of Timur; though they ſerved only to countenance the reſolutions of 
. their maſter. _ „ | 1 

f (15) Monteſquieu labours to explain a differeace, which has not exiſt- 


ed, between the liberty of the Arabs, and the perpetual ſlavery of the 
| Tutare (Eſprit des Loix, l. xvii, c. f. 1. Avili. c. 19, &c.). x 
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very of Scythia; 
confines of Thrace, a as far as the frozen Mzotis, 
the ſeat of eternal winter, and Mount Caucaſus, 


thians of Aſia, 


: the . ſea. 
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tars are ignorant of the conqueſts of their an- 
ceſtors (16); and our knowledge of the hiſtory 
of the Scythians is derived from their inter- 
cCourſe with the learned and civilized nations of 
the South, 
Chineſe. 
ine, and planted their colonies alon the ſea- 
coaſt, made the gradual and umpert 


the Greeks, the Perſtans, and the 
The Greeks, who navigated the Eux- 


from the Danube, and the 


which, in the language of poetry, was deſcribed 
as the utmoſt boundary of the earth. 


Darius, the ſon of Hyſtaſpes (19). 
ſian monarchs had extended their weſtern con- 


queſts to the banks of the Danube, and the l- 
mits of European Scythia. 


vinces of their empire were expoled to the Scy- 


plains beyond the Oxus and the Jaxartes, two 


mighty rivers, which direct their courſe towards 
The long and memorable 


quarrel 


« 16) Abulghagri Khan, i in th two firſt parts of bis 1 Hiſ- 


| tory, relates the miſerable fables and traditions of the Uzbek Taru 
5 nin the times which preceded the reign of Zingis. | 
(17) In the thirteenth book of the Illiad, Jupiter turns away his eyes | 


from pf ba bloody fields of Troy, to the plaſns of Thrace and Scythia. He 


would not, by ORs | the prolpeft, * a more * or innocent 


(18) Thucydides, L ii. c. 97. 
(19) See the fourth book of 8 When Darius ** into 


che Moldavian deſert, between the Danube and the Neiſter, the king of 
che Scythians ſent him a mouſe, a frog, a bird, and five arrows; 2 fte. 
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ect diſco- | 


1 They ce- 
lebrated, with ſimple credulity, the virtues of 
the paſtoral life (17): They entertained a more 
rational apprehenſion of the ſtrength and num- 
bers of the warlike Barbarians (18), who con- 
temptuouſly baffled the immenſe armament of | 

The Per- 


The eaſtern pro- | 


the wild inhabitants of the j 


ua 
bo 
fabi 
and 
then 


Nor 
Bark 
victe 
In tl 


geogp 
Eaſt 
their 


ceſſil 
or pe 


(20) 
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quarrel of Iran and Touran, is ſtill the theme 
of hiſtory or romance : the famous, perhaps the 


and Asfendiar, was ſignalized, in the defence of 


their diſtant proſpect of the extreme and inac- 


regions are the ancient reſidence of a powerful 


JJ) EC OS - 


celebrated in an epic poem ot ſixty thouſand rhymed couplets, by Ferduſi, 


4 the Homer of Perſia. See the Hiſtory of Nader Shah, p. 145, 165. 

0 The public muſt lament, that Mr, Jones has ſuſpended the purſuit of 

18 Oriental learning. „„ 5 | 

le (21) The Caſpian ſea, with its rivers, and adjacent tribes, are labori. 

| vuſly i luſtrated in the Examen Critique des Hiſtoriens d'Alexandre, 

el which compares the true geography, and the errors produced by the va- 
tity or ignorance of the Greeks. „„ 5 | 

Jil (22) The original ſeat of the nation appears to have been in the North⸗ 

art veſt of China, in the provinces of Chenſi and Chanſi. Under the two firſt 


vere thinly ſcattered ; more land was employed in paſture than in til - 


beaſts ; Petcheli (where Pekin ſtands) was a deſert ; and the ſouthern 
Provinces were peopled with Indian ſavages. The dynaſty of the Han 
(before Chriſt 206.) gave the empire its actual form and extent. x. 


19:2 to 2132 years before Chriſt ; and the year 2637 has been choſen 
ir the lawful epoch, by the authority of the pre ſent emperor, The dif- 


fabulous, valour of the Perſian heroes, Ruſtan 


their country againſt the Afraſiabs of the 

North (20); and the invinſible ſpirit of the ſame 
Barbarians reſiſted, on the ſame ground, the 
victorious arms of Cyrus and Alexander (21). 
In the eyes of the Greeks and Perſians, the real 
geography of Scythia was bounded, on the 
Faſt, by the mountains of Imaus, or Caf; and 


ceſſible parts of Aſia was clouded by ignorance, 
or perplexed by fiction. But thoſe inacceſſible 


and civiliſed nation (22), which aſcends, by a 
probable tradition, above forty centuries (23); 


and which is able to verify a ſeries of near two 
houſand years, by the perpetual teſtimony of 


(20) Theſe wars and heroes may be found under their reſpeQive 
ils, in the Bibliotheque Orientale of d'Herbelat. They have been 


(naſties, the principal town was ſtill a moveable camp; the villages. 


ze; the exerciſe of hunting was ordained to clear the country from wild 


(23) The era of the Chineſe monarchy has been variouſly fixed, from 


ference 


$21 


- | 
* 
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accurate and cotemporary hiftorians (24), The 
annals of (25) China, illuſtrate the ſtate and revo- 


_ diſtinguiſhed by the vague appellation o 
ſometimes the conquerors, of a great empire, 
and impetuous valour of the Barbarians of the 

ſea of Japan, the whole longitude of A is 


about one hundred and ten degrees, which, i 
that parallel, are equal to more than five Fa 


tured; but, from the fortieth degree, which 


ference ariſes from the uncertain duration of the t wo firſt dynaſties; and] 


from the year 841; the thirty-fx eclipſes of Conſucius (thirty-one © 
Which have been verified) were obſerved between the years 722 and 480 
before Chriſt. The hiſtorical period of China does not aſcend above the] 
Greek Olympiads. 


of ink, paper, and the art of printing. Ninety-ſeven years before Chuilty 
The ſubſtance of their works is ſtill extant ; and the moſt conſiderable d 
© miſſionaries at Pekin, and Meſſrs. Freret, and de Guignes, at Paris. Th 


ſubſtance of the three preceding notes is extracted from the Chey- ling 


ien · Kang · mou, tranflated by the P. de Mailla, under the name of Mit | 


de l' Academie des Inſcriptions, tom. x. p. 37740. tom. xv. p. 495 
864 tom. XVI, p· 1 tom. xxxvi. Pp 164336. 
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lutions of the paſtoral tribes, which ma a {till be 

Scy thi- 
ans, or Tartars; the vaſſals, the enemies, and 
whoſe policy has uniformly oppoſed the blind 


North. From the mouth of the Danube to the 


ſand miles. The latitude of theſe extenſive de- 
ſerts cannot be ſo eaſily, or ſo accurately, mea- 


touches 4 


the vacant ſpace that lies beyond them, as far as the real, or fabulous, 
times of Fohi, or Hoangti. Sematſien dates his authentic chronology 


(24) After ſeveral ages of anarchy and FE EG the dynaſty of the 
Han (before Chriſt 206.) was the revival of learning. The fragments of 
ancient literature were reſtored ; the characters were improved and fixed 
and the future preſervation of books was ſecured, by the uſeful invention 


Sematſien publithed the firſt hiſtory of China. His labours were illultay 
ted, and continued, by a ſeries of one hundred and eighty biitorians 


them are now depoſited in the king of France's library. | 

(25) China has been illuſtrated by the labours of the French; 1 the 
with the preface and notes of M. de Guignes, Paris, 1770 ; The Tin 
Generale de la Chine, tom. i. p. xlix=cc. 3 the Memoires fur la Chineſ 


Paris, 1776, &c. tom. i. p. 1323. tom. ii. p. 5—364.; the Hiftoir 
des Huns, tom. i. p. 1—13zi1. tom. v. p. 345—362.; and the Memoir 


touches the wall of China, we may ſecurely ad- 
vance above a thouſand miles to the northward, _ 
till our progreſs is ſtopped by the exceſſive cold ; 
of Siberia. In that dreary climate, inſtead of 
the animated picture of a Tartar camp, the 
ſmoke which iſſues from the earth, or rather 


from the ſnow, betrays the ſubterraneous dwell- 
| WH ings of the Tongouſes, and the Samoiedes: the 
© WHT vant of horſes and oxen is imperfectly ſupplied 
I by the uſe of rein- deer, and of large dogs; and 


the conquerors of the earth inſenſibly degenerate 
into a race of deformed and diminutive lavages, 
who tremble at the ſound of arms (26). 


midable, in a much earlier period to the 
empire of China (27). Their ancient, perhaps 
their original, ſeat, was an extenſive, 4 Gus 
dry and barren, tract of country, immediately 
on the north fide of the great wall. Their 
place is at preſent occupied by the forty-nine 
Hords or Banners of the Mongous, a paſtoral 
nation, which conſiſts of about two hundred 
thouſand families (28). But the valour of the 
Huns had extended the narrow limits of their 
dominions ; and their ruſtic chiefs, who aſſum- 


us off 
ved 


tion 
wü ed the appellation of Tanjou, gradually became hit con- 
"1 the conquerors, and the ſovereigns, of a for- queſts ia 


ble ag 
lorious arms were eg ed only by the « ocean * 
of the Fo | and 


* ; (26 See the Hiſtoire Generals des Voyages tom. xviii. and EY, Gener« 5 
_ el Hiſtory, vol. ii. p. 620664. : 
Che (27) M. de Guignes (tom. ii. P. 1124.) has given the original hiſ- 


tory of the ancient Hiong-nou, or Huns. The Chineſe geography of : 
their country (tom. i part. li. 9 2 Iv—lxiii.), ſeems to compriſe 4 part of : 


their conqueſts. 
(:8) See in Duhalde (tom. iv. p. 18—65. ) a circumſtantial deſcription, 


Fith a correct map, of the _— of the Mongous, | 


tiſtoir 
m1 
495 
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The Huns, who under the reign of Valens Original fear 5 
threatened the empire of Rome, had been * the Hung. 


midable empire. Towards the Eaſt, their vic- . 


ates 
Fro 5 —— . 
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tween the Amoor and the extreme peninſula of 
Corea, adhered, with reluctance, to the ſtand- 
ard of the Huns. On the Weſt, near the head The 
of the Irtiſh, and in the vallies of Imaus, they 
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and the tribes, which are thinly ſcattered be- a fak 
with 
of th 


migh 
found a more ample ſpace, and more numerous 1 
enemies. One of the lieutenants of the Tanjou the e 
ſubdued, in a fingle expedition, twenty-fix na- empi 
tions; the Igours (29), diſtinguiſhed above the the C 
Tartar race by the uſe of letters, were in the n le 
number of his vaſſals; and, by the ſtrange tiers 
connection of human events, the flight of one 33) 
bol thoſe vagrant tribes recalled the victorious 1 con 
- Parthians from the invaſion of Syria (30). On bas n 
the ſide of the North, the ocean was aſſigned WM yarli! 
as the limit of the power of the Huns. With- quent 
cout enemies to reſiſt their propreſs, or witneſſes WM and 
to contradict their vanity, they might ſecurely nity 1 
atchieve a real, or imaginary, conqueſt of the Wi their | 
froꝛen regions of Siberia, The Northern Su ing t. 
Was fixed as the remote boundary of their em- WM the in 
pire. But the name of that ſea, on whole Wi feldor 
ſhores the patriot Sovou embraced the life of a Wl the d. 
| ſhepherd and an exile (31), may be transferred, Wi tins, 
with much more probability, to the Baikal, a Wl the fa 
capacious baſon, above three hundred miles in woſit. 
length, which diſdains the modeſt appellation of the 9 
(9) The Igeurs, or Vigours, were divided into three branches; bo. 
ters, ſhepherds, and huſbandmen ; and the laſt claſs was deſpiſed by the (32) 8 
two former. See Abulghazi, p. ii. c. 7 FFF Travels, 
(30) Memoires de l' Academie des Inſcriptions, tom, XXV, P-17"33 Voyages, 
The comprehenſive view of M. de Guignes has compared theſe diſtant , dt mhe 
/ on os all it a / 
([.. 31) The fame of Sovou, or So-ou, his merit, and his ſingulur adven-W tj. abſor 
tures, are ſtil] celebrated in China. See the Eloge de Moukden, p. 2% v1... 
and notes, p. 241247. 3 and Memoires ſur la Ghive, tom. iii. p. 30 6 (33) 1 
—=360. De fo 8 | 3 . (tom. ii. 
15 : | (34) $ 


73 
diſtant 


adven- 
„p- 20 
p. 31) 
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a lake (32), and which actually communicates 
with the ſeas of the North, by the bei courſe 


of the Angara, the Tonguſka, and the Jeniſſea. 1 
The ſubmiſſion of ſo many diſtant nations a 
might flatter the pride of the Tanjou; but the "i 
valour of the Huns could be rewarded only by 
the enjoyment of the wealth and luxury of the Fg 
empire of the South. In the third century before ; - 
the Chriſtian æra, a wall of fifteen hundred miles 1 
in length was conſtructed, to defend the fron- 

ters of China againſt the inroads of the Huns 

(33); but this ſtupendous work, which holds 

z conſpicuous place in the map of the world, 

has never contributed to the ſafety of an un- 

varlike people. The cavalry of the Tanjou fre- YI 
quently conſiſted of two or three hundred thou- - nr 
and men, formidable by the matchleſs dexte- 
ity with which they managed their bows and 
their horſes ; by their hardy patience in ſupport- 
ing the inclemency of the weather; and by EY 
the incredible ſpeed of their march, which was _ 
ſedom checked by torrents, or precipices, by Mo 
the deepeſt rivers, or by the moſt lofty moun- 

tains, They ſpread themſelves at once over Their wars 
the face of the country ; and their rapid impe- vith the = 
woſity ſurpriſed, aſtoniſhed, and diſconcertedant. cen, 
the grave and elaborate tactics of a Chineſe :. 
amy, The emperor Kaoti (34), a ſoldier of 


(32) See Iſbrand Ives, in Harriſon's collection, vol. ii. p. 931 ; Bells 
Travels, vol. i. p. 247—254.z and Gmelin, in the Hiſt. Generale des 5 | 
Voyages, tom. xviii. p' 283—329. They all remark the vulgar opinion, 
that the holy ſea grows angry and tempeſtuous, if any one preſumes to 
all it a lake, This grammatical nicety often excites a diſpute, between 
tte abſurd ſuperſtition of the mariners, and the abſurd obſtinacy of tra- 


A „ 5 3 9 
(33) The conſtruction of the wall of China is mentioned by Dubalde | "Wh 
(tom. ii, p. 45.) and de Guignes tom. ii. p. 39.) 3 EY 1 
(34) See the life of Liecupang, or Kaoti, in the Hiſt. de la Chine, | e 


ignominious capitulation. The ſucceſſors of 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 
fortune, whoſe perſonal merit had raiſed him to 
the throne, marched againſt the Huns with 
| thoſe veteran troops which had been trained in 

the civil wars of China. But he was ſoon ſur- 
| rounded by the Barbarians; and, after a ſiege 


of ſeven days, the monarch, hopeleſs of relief, 
Was reduced to purchaſe bis deliverance by an 


| Kaoti, whoſe lives were dedicated to the arts | 
of peace, or the luxury of the palace, ſubmit- 
ted to a more permanent dilgrace. They too 
| haſtily confeſſed the inſufficiency of arms and 
. fortifications. They were too eaſily convinced, | 
that while the blazing ſignals announced on 
every fide the approach of the Huns, the Chi- 
neſe troops, who ſlept with the helmet on 
their head, and the cuiraſs on their back, were | 
_ deſtroyed by the inceſſant labour of ineffectual 
_ marches (35). A regular pay ment of money, 
and filk, was ſtipulated as the condition of a | 
temporary and precarious peace; and the wretch- | 
ed expedient of diſguiſing a real tribute, un- 
der the names of a gift or a ſubſidy, was prac- 
tiſed by the emperors of China, as well as by | 
thoſe of Rome, But there ſtill remained 4 
more diſgraceful article of tribute, which vio- 
lated the ſacred feelings of humanity and na- | 
ture. The * of the ſavage ſife, which 
| deſtroy 


publiſhe at Paris 1777, &c. tom. p. 442— 522. This voluminous 
work is the tranſlation (by the P. de Mailla} of the Tong- Kien- Kang: Mau, 
the celebrated abridgement of the great Hiſtory of * (A. PD. 
1084) and his cont inuators. 
| (35) See a free and ample memorial, preſented by a Mandarin to the 
emperor Venti (before Chriſt 180—1g7), in Duhalde (tom. ii. p. 412— | 
42.); from a collection of State papers, marked with the red pencil by 
Kamzhi himſelf (p. 384—61 2.). Another memorial from the miniſter at 
war (Kang- Mou, tom. il p. 555.), ſupplies ſome curious circumſtances 
of the manners of the Hunt. | | 


| | bu 
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FD | _ | 3 | +, 88 
deſtroy in their infancy the children who are 
born with a leis healthy and robuſt conſtitu- f 1 
tion, introduce a remarkable diſproportion be- 1 1 
tween the numbers of the two ſexes. The . | | l 
Tartars are an ugly and even deformed race; Wl 


and, while they conſider their own women as 
the inſtruments of domeſtic labour, their de- 
fires, or rather their appetites, are directed to 


the enjoyment of more elegant beauty, A ſe - = 
lect band of the faireſt maidens of China was py [40 
annually devoted to the rude embraces of the | 1 


Huns (36); and the alliance of the haughty 
Tanjous was ſecured by their marriage with the 
genuine, or adopted, daughters of the Impe- 
nal family, which vainly attempted to eſcape 
the ſacrilegious pollution. The ſituation of 
theſe unhappy victims is deſcribed in the verſes 
of a Chineſe princeſs, who laments that ſne had 
been condemned by her parents to a diſtant ex- 
ile, under a Barbarian huſband ; who complains | 
that ſour milk was her only drink, raw fleſh e 
her only food, a tent her only palace: and who _ MN 
expreſſes, in a ſtrain of pathetic ſimplicity, the 
natural wiſh, that ſhe were transformed into a 
bird, to fly back to her dear country; the ob- 


; 
: W ject of her tender and perpetual regret (37). 
by The conqueſt of China has been twice at- pectine and 
1- chieved by the paſtoral tribes of the North: the zu the 
ch forces of the Huns were not inferior to thoſe 
y of the Moguls, or of the Mantcheoux ; and 
their ambition might entertain the moſt ſan- 

a guine hopes of ſucceſs. But their pride was 
„ humbled, and their progreſs was checked, by 

; TTY OT x OM e eee 
he (36) A ſupply of women 1s mentioned as a cuſtomary article of treaty 0 ö 
A and tribute (Hitt. de la Conquete de la Chine, par les Tartares, Mant- 1 
by cheoux, tom. i. p. 186, 187. with the note of the editor). es 2 
at (37) De Guignes, Hitt, des Huns, tom. ii. p. 63, 1 
Ces 7 | Fe | | "gi 
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the arms and policy of Vouti (38), the fifth 

emperor of the powerful dynaſty of the of the 

Ant. Chrin. Han. In his long reign of fifty-four years, the | 

141—97- Barbarians of the ſouthern provinces ſubmitted 

3 to the laws and manners of China: and the 
ancient limits of the monarchy were enlarged, 

from the great river of Kiang, to the port of | 
Canton. Inſtead of confining himſelf to the ti- 

mid operations of a defenſive war, his lieutenants . 

- penetrated many hundred miles into the country 
of the Huns. In thoſe boundleſs deſerts, where it 

is impoſſible to form magazines, and difficult to 
tranſport a ſufficient ſupply of proviſions, the 
armies of Vouti were repeatedly expoſed to in- 

- tolerable hardſhips : and, of one hundred and 

forty thouſand ſoldiers, who marched againſt | 

_ the Barbarians, thirty "thouſand only returned | 

in ſafety to the feet of their maſter. Theſe 
loſſes, however, were compenſated by ſplendid 

and deciſive ſucceſs. The Chineſe generals im- 
proved the ſuperiority which they derived from 

the temper of their arms, their chariots of | 
War, and the ſervice of their Tartar auxiharies. 

The camp of Tanjou was ſurpriſed in the midſt 

of ſleep and intemperance : and, though the 

monarch of the Huns bravely cut his way 


through the ranks of the enemy, he left above em} 
fifteen thouſand of his ſubjects on the field of nan 
battle. Yet this ſignal victory, which was pre- peti 


ceded and followed by many bloody engage- a ſe 
ments, contributed much leſs to the deſtruction | 
of the power of the Huns, than the effeCtual 


policy which was employed to detach the tri- (34 

Ant. Chriſt . butary nations from their obedience. Intimi- (Dn 
dated by the arms, or allured by the promiſes, 4 
of Vouti and his ſucceſſors, the moſt e of Ct 

| rable (4 


(36) See the reign of the emperor r Youtl; in the Kang- Mou, torn, iii. 
p. 1-98. His various and inconſiſtent character ſeems to be nin | 
daun. 1 | 
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rable tribes, both of the Eaſt and of the Weſt, 
diſclaimed the authority of the Tanjou. While 
ſome acknowledged themſelves the allies or 
vaſſals of the empire, they all became the im- 1 
placable enemies of the Huns: and the num- _ wu 
bers of that haughty people, as ſoon as they 1 
were reduced to their native ſtrength, might, r 
perhaps, have been contained within the walls 5 13 
| of one of the great and populous cities of Chi- _— 
na (39). The deſertion of his ſubjects, and he. 
the perplexity of a civil war, at length com- Ant. chris 1 
pelled the Tanjou himſelf to renounce the dig-s . 
nity of an independent ſovereign, and the free- ä 
dom of a warlike and high-ſpirited nation. He 

was received at Sigan, the capital of the mo- 

narchy, by the troops, the Mandarins, and the 

emperor himſelf, with all the honours that could 

adorn and diſguiſe the triumph of Chineſe va- 

nity (40). A magnificent palace was prepared Wi 
tor his reception ; his place was aſſigned above _ 
all the princes of the royal family; and the pa- 008 
tience of the Barbarian king was exhauſted by _ 1 1 
the ceremonies of a banquet, which conſiſted | 
of eight courſes of meat, and of nine ſolemn 
pieces of muſic. But he performed, on his 
knees, the duty of a reſpectful homage to the 
emperor of China, pronounced, in his own 
name, and in the name of his ſucceſſors, a per- 
petual oath of fidelity; and gratefully accepted 
a ſeal, which Was | beſtowed as the emblemn of 


n =_ 
Ji 

— 1155 This e ion is 1 in the 3 to 1 emperor Ven 

. (Duhalde, tom. p. 417. ). Without adopting the exaggerations of Marco- 

> Polo and Iſaac Voſſius, we may rationally allow for Pekin, two millions 

55 of inhabitants. The cities of the South, which contain the manufaQures 

= of China, are ſtil more populous. 0 | 

e (40) See the Kang-Mou, tom. iii. p. 150., and the ſubſequent events 
F under the proper years. This memorable feſtival is celebrated in the 

Iy Eloge de . and mon in a note by the P. Gaubil, p. 89, 


90. 


330 


THE DECLINE AND FAL. 


his real dependance. After this humiliating 


ſubmiſſion, the Tanjous ſometimes departed 


from their allegiance, and ſeized the favourable 


moments of war and rapine; but the monarchy 


of the Huns gradually declined, till it was bro- 


ken, by civil diflention, into two hoftile and 
* at. 
nation was urged, by fear and ambition, to re- 


ſeparate kingdoms. One of the princes of the 


tire towards the South with eight hords, which 
compoſed between forty and fifty thouland fa- 


milies. He obtained, with the title of Tan- 


jou, a convenient territory on the verge of the 


Chineſe provinces; and his conſtant attachment 
to the ſervice of the empire, was ſecured by 


weakneſs, and the deſire of revenge. From the 


7 time of this fatal ſchiſm, the Huns of the North 


continued to languiſh about fifty years; till they 
were oppreſſed on every ſide by their foreign and 
domeſtic enemies. The proud inſcription (41) 
of a column, erected on a lofty mountain, an- 
nounced to poſterity, that a Chineſe army had 


marched ſeven hundred miles into the heart of 


A. b. 93. 


century of the Chriſtian ra 04 . 


1 of the Tribunal of Hiſtory (Kang-Mou, tom. iii. p. 392-). 


their country. The Sienpi (42), a tribe of Ori- 


ental Tartars, retaliated the i injuries which they 
had formerly ſuſtained; and the power of the 


Tanjous, after a reign of thirteen hundred years, 
was utterly deſtroyed before the end of the firſt ij 


The 


(ar) This infeription was s compoſed on the ſpot by In, Preſident 
Similar 


monuments have been diſcovered ia many parts of Tartary (Hiſtoire des 


| er, tom. ii. p. 122). 


(42) M. de Guignes (tom. 1 i. P- 18g.) has inſerted a ſhort account of | 


the Sienpi. 
(43) The æra of the Huas is placed, by he Chineſe, 1210 years! be- 


| fore Chriſt. But the ſeries of their kings does not commence till the year 


230. (Hiſt, des Hugs, tom. ii. p. 21. 123.) 


| | | 
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The fate of the vanquiſhed Huns was diver- Ines emi- 
ſified by the various influence of character and grations, | 
ſituation (44). Above one hundred thouſand 3 
perſons, the pooreſt, indeed, and the moſt pu- 
lillanimous, of the people, were contented to 
remain in their native country, to renounce their 
peculiar name and origin, and to mingle with 
the victorious nation of the Sienpi. Fifty-eight 
hords, about two hundred thouſand men, ambi- 
tious of a more honourable ſervitude, retired 
towards the South; implored the protection of 

the emperors of China; and were permitted to 
inhabit, and to guard, the extreme frontiers of 
the province of Chanſi and the territory of Or- 
tous. But the moſt warlike and powerful tribes 

of the Huns maintained, in their adverſe fortune, 
the undaunted ſpirit of their anceſtors. The 
_ weſtern world was open to their valour ; and 
they reſolved, under the conduct of their here- 
_ ditary chieftains, to diſcover and ſubdue ſome 
remote country, which was ſtill inacceſſible to the 
arms of the Sienpi, and to the laws of China (45). 
The courſe of their emigration ſoon carried 
them beyond the mountains of Imaus, and the 
limits of the Chineſe geography; but we are 
able to diſtinguiſh the two great diviſions of 

| theſe formidable exiles, which directed their 
march towards the Oxus, and towards the Volga. The white 
The firſt of theſe colonies eſtabliſhed their do-“ 5. 
minion in the fruitful and extenſive plains of 
Sogdiana, on the Eaſtern ſide of the Caſpian, 
Where they preſerved the name of Huns, wal FE 


44) The various accidents of the downfal and flight of the Huns, are 
related in the Kang Mou, tom. iii. p. 88. 91. 95. 139, &c. The ſmall 
numbers of each hord may be aſcribed to their loſſes and diviſions. * 

(45) M. de Guignes has ſkilfully traced the footſteps of the Hum e 
through the vaſt deſerts of Tartary (tom. ii. p. 123. 277 &c. 325, &c.). | TE 4.0 
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the epithet of Euthalites, or Nepthalites. Their 
manners were ſoftened, and even their features 
were inſenſibly improved, by the mildneſs of 
the climate, and their long reſidence in a flou- 
riſhing province (46), which might till retain a 
faint impreſſion of the arts of Greece (47). The 
boite Huns, a name which they derived from be 
change of their complexions, ſoon abandoned 
the paſtoral life of Scythia. Gorgo, which, 
under the appellation of Carizme, has ſince en- 
joyed a temporary ſplendour, was the reſidence 
of the king, who exerciſed a legal authority over 
an obedient people. Their luxury was main- 
tained by the labour of the Sogdians; and the 
only veſtige of their ancient barbariſm, was the 
_ cuſtom which obliged all the companions, per- 
haps to the number of twenty, who had ſhared 
the liberality of a wealthy lord, to be buried 
alive in the ſame grave (48). The vicinity of 
the Huns to the provinces of Perſia, involved 
them in frequent and bloody conteſts with the 


power of that monarchy. But they reſpected, 


in peace, the faith of treaties; in war, the dic- |} 
tates of e and their memorable victory |} 


Over 


(46) Mohammed, Sultan of Carizme, reigned in Sogdiana, when it 


was invaded (A. D. 1218.) by Zingis and his moguls, The Otiental 
hiſtorians (ſee d'Herbe'ot, Petit, de la Croix, &c.) celebrate the popu- 
lous cities which he ruined, and the fruitful country which he deſolated. 
In the next century, the ſame provinces of Choraſmia and Mawaralnahr 
_- Weredeſcribed by Abulfeda (Hudſon, Geograph. Minor, tom. iii.). Their 
2 cual miſery may be ſeen in the Genealogical r of the un, p· 
433—4609- | 1 1 
(47) Juſtin (xli. 6. ö has left a ſhort abridgement of the Greek kings of 
Bactriana. To their induſtry I ſhould aſcribe the new and extraordinary 
trade, which tranſported the merchandizes of India into Europe, by the 


Oxus, the Caſpian, the Cyrus, the Phaſis, and the Euxine. The other 


ways, both of the land and ſea, were poſſeſſed by the Seleucides and the 


Ptolemies. (See l' Eſpirit de Loix, l. xxi.) 
(48) Piocopius de Bell. Perſico, 1. i. c. 3. p. 9. 
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over Peroſes, or Firuz, diſplayed the modera- 


tion, as well as the valour, of the Barbarians. 


The ſecond diviſion of their countrymen, the The Hua: 
Huns, who gradually advanced towards the“ e Volg. 


North-weſt, were exerciſed by the hardſhips of 


a a colder climate, and a more laborious march. 
Neceſſity compelled them to exchange the ſilks of 
f China, for the furs of Siberia; the imperfect 


rudiments of civiliſed life were obliterated; and 


the native fierceneſs of the Huns was exaſperated 
by their intercourſe with the ſavage tribes, who 


were compared, with ſome propriety, to the 


wild beaſts of the deſert. Their independent 
ſpirit ſoon rejected the hereditary ſucceſſion of 


the Tanjous ; and while each hord was govern- 
ed by its peculiar Murſa, their tumultuary coun- 


cil directed the public meaſures of the whole 
nation. As late as the thirteenth century, their 
tranſient reſidence on the Eaſtern banks of the 
Volga, was atteſted by the name of Great Hun- 
gary (49). In the winter, they deſcended with 
their flocks and herds towards the mouth of that 


mighty river ; and their ſummer excurſions 


reached as high as the latitude of Saratoff, or 
perhaps the conflux of the Kama. Such at leaſt 


were the recent limits of the black Calmucks (50). 
who remained about a century under the pro- 


| tection of Ruſſia ; and who have ſince returned 

to their native ſeats on the frontiers of the Chineſe 
empire. The march, and the return, of thoſe 
3j oe fr wuancering 


(49) In the thirteenth century, the monk Rubruquis (who traverſed 


the immenſe plain of Kipzak, in his journey to the court of the Great 
Khan) obſerved the remarkable name of Hungary, with the traces of a 


common language and origin (Hiſt. des Voyages, tom. vii, p. 269). 


(50) Bell (vol. i. p. 29— 34.), and the editors of the Genealogical 
Hiſtory (p. 539 ), have deſcribed the Calmugks of the Volga in the he - 


pinning of the preſent century. | 
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1 Tartars, whoſe united camp conſiſts 1 
of fifty thouſand tents or families, illuſtrate the 


; diſtant emigrations of the ancient Huns (51). 


Their con" It is impoſſible to fill the dark interval of time, 
queſt of the 


| Alan * which elapſed, after the Huns of the Volga were 


| loſt in the eyes of the Chineſe; and before they 
| ſhewed themſelves to thoſe of the Romans, 
| There is ſome reaſon, however, to apprehend, 
that the ſame force which had driven them from 


their native ſeats, ſtill continued to impel their 


march towards the frontiers of Europe. The 
| Power of the Sienpi, their implacable enemies, 
which extended above three thouſand miles from 


| Faſt to Weſt (52), muſt have gradually oppreſ- 


fed them by the weight and terror of a formi- 
dable neighbourhood : and the flight of the 
tribes of Scythia would inevitably tend to increaſe 
the ſtrength, or to contract the territories, of 


the huns. The harſh and obſcure appellations 
of thoſe tribes would offend the ear, without in- 


forming the underſtanding, of the reader; but | 


cannot ſuppreſs the very natural ſuſpicion, that 


the Huns of the North derived a conſiderable 
. reinforcement from the ruin of the dynaſty of 
the South, . in the courſe of the third cen- 


tury, 


ws This great tranſmigration of 300,000 Calmucks, or 5 
happened i in the year 1771. The original narrative of Kien-long, the 

_ reigning emperor of China, which was intended for the inſcription of 2 
column, has been tranſlated by the miſſionaries of Pekin (Memoire ſur la 


Chine, tom. i. p. 401—418). The emperor affets the ſmooth and 


We language of the Son of Heaven, and the Father of his People. 
. (52) The Kang-Mou (tom. iii. p. 447.) aſeribes to their conquetts 3 
- ſpate of 14,000 /is, According to the preſent ſtandard, 200 lis (or more 


accurately 193) are equal to one degree of latitude ; and one Engliſh mile 


conſequently exceeds three miles of China. - But there are ſtrong reaſons 


to believe that the ancient i ſcarcely equa led one-half of the modern, 


See the elaborate reſearches of M. d'Anville, a geographer, who is not a 
5 ftranger i in any age, or climate, of the globe (Memoires d: I Acad. tom. 
- P 125502. Meſures Itineraites, p. 1% %% 
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name and manners were diffuſed over the wide 


extent of their conqueſts; and the painted tribes 
of the Agathyrſi and Geloni were confounded 
among their vaſſals. Towards the North, they 
penetrated into the frozen regions of Siberia, 
among the ſavages who were accuſtomed, in 
their rage or hunger, to the taſte of human 
fleſh : and their Southern inroads were puſhed as 
far as the confines of Perſia and India. The 


mixture of Sarmatic and German blood had con- 


tributed to improve the features of the Alani, 
to whiten their ſwarthy complex1ons, and to tinge 
their hair with a yellowiſh caſt, which is ſeldom 


found in the Tartar race. They were leſs de- 


formed in their perſons, leſs brutiſh in their 
manners, than the Huns; but they did not yield 
to thoſe formidable Barbarians in their martial 
and independent ſpirit ; in the Jove of freedom, 


which rejected even the uſe of domeſtic ſlaves; 


and 


| (53) See the Hiſtoire des Huns, tom. ii. p. 126—144: The ſubſe. _ 
quent hiſtory (p. 145—277) of three or four Hunnic dynaſties evidently 
proves, that their martial ſpirit was got impaired by a long reſidence in 


China, 


335 
tury, ſubmitted to the dominion of China; that 
the braveſt warriors marched away in ſearch of 
their free and adventurous countrymen ; and that, 
as they had been divided by proſperity, they 
were eaſily re- united by the common hardſhips 
of their adverſe fortune (53). The Huns, with 
their flocks and herds, their wives and children, 
their dependents and allies, were tranſported 
to the Welt of the Volga: and they boldly ad- 
vanced to invade the country of the Alani, a 
paſtoral people who occupied, or waſted, an ex- 
tenſive tract of the deſerts of Scythia, The 
plains between the Volga and the Tanais were 
covered with the tents of the Alani, but their 
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and in the love of arms, which conſidered 
war and rapine as the pleaſure and the glory 
of mankind. A naked ſcymetar, fixed in 
the ground, was the only object of their 
religious worſhip ; the ſcalps of their enemies 
formed the coſtly trappings of their horſes; and 
they viewed, with pity and contempt, the pu- 
| fillanimous warriors, who patiently expected 
the infirmities of age, and the tortures of linger- 
ing diſeaſe (54). On the banks of the Tana's, 
the military power of the Huns and the Alan 
encountered each other with equal valour, but 
with unequal ſucceſs. The Huns prevailed in 


the bloody conteſt : the king of the Alani was 


ſlain; and the remains of the vanquiſhed nation 
| were diſperſed by the ordinary alternative of 
flight or ſubmiſſion (55). A colony of exiles 3 
found a ſecure refuge in the mountains of Cau- | 
caſus, between the Euxine and the Caſpian; Þ 


where they {till preſerve their name and their in- 


dependence. Another colony advanced, with } 
more intrepid courage, towards the ſhores of | 
the Baltic; aſſociated themſelves with the North- | 
ern tribes of Germany; and ſhared the ſpoil of | 
the Roman provinces of Gaul and Spain. But 
the greateſt part of the nation of the Alani em- 
braced the offers of an honourable and advanta- 

geous union: and the Huns, who eſteemed => | 
, TT valour 


Il.) Vtque hominidus quietis placidis otium eſt voluptabile, ita illos 
pericula juvant et bella. Judicatur ibi beatus qui in prœlio profuderit 
animam : ſene ſcentes etiam et fortuitis mortibus mundo digreſſos, ut 
| degeneres et ignavos conviciis atrocibus inſetantur. We muſt think | 

highly of the conquerors of fuch men. . 9 | 4 6 
| (55) On the ſubject of the Alani, ſee Ammianus (xxxi. 2.), Jornandes 

{de Rebus Gelicie, c. 24.), M. de Guignes, Hiſt. des Huns, tom. ii. p. 
| A79.), «nd the Genealogical Hiſtory of the Tartars (tom. ii, p. 617:)- 
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valour of their leſs fortunate enemies, proceed- 
ed, with an increaſe of numbers and confidence, 
to invade the limits of the Gothic A 
The great Hermanric, whoſe dominions ex- 


tended from the Baltic to the Euxine, See Tom wer 
? the Gothe, 


in the full maturity of age and reputation, the 


fruit of his victories, when he was alarmed by 
the formidable approach of an hoſt of unknown 
enemies (56), on whom his barbarous ſubjects 
might, without injuſtice, beſtow the epithet of 
Barbarians. The numbers, the ſtrength, the 
rapid motions, and the implacable cruelty of the 
Huns, were felt, and dreaded, and magnified, 


by the aſtoniſhed Goths ; who beheld thee fields 


and villages conſumed with flames, and deluged 
with indiſcriminate ſlaughter. To theſe real 
terrors they added, the ſurpriſe and abhorrence 
which were excited by the ſhrill voice, the un- 
couth geſtures, and the ſtrange deformity of the 
 Huns. Thele ſavages of Scythia were compared 
(and the picture had ſome reſemblance) to the 
animals who walk very aukwarly on two legs; 
and to the miſ-ſhapen figures, the Termini, 
which were often placed on the bridges of anti- 
quity. They were diſtinguiſhed from the reſt of 
the human ſpecies by their broad ſhoulders, flat 
noſes, and ſmall black eyes, deeply buried in 
the bead; and as they were almoſt deſtitute of 
beards, they. never enjoyed either the manly 
graces of youth, or the venerable aſpect of 
Vor. IV 3j) age 


(56) 1 we are « poſſeſſed of the 3 hiſtory of tha Hugs: it 3 5 
be impertinent to repeat, or to refute, the fables which miſrepreſent 


their origin and progreſs, their paſſage of the mud or water of the 
Mzotis, in purſuit of an ox or ſtag, les Indes qu'ils avoient decouvertes, 
&c. (Zoſimus, J. iv. p. 224. Sozomen, l. vi. c. 37. Procopius Hiſt, 


Miſcell. c. 5. Jornandes, c. * Grandeur et Decadence, Sec. des Ro- 


mains. 51 17. 


357 


Their vie- 


A. D. 375. 
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the Huns were the offspring o 
conjunction (58). 
and abſurdity, was greedily embraced by the 
credulous hatred of the Goths; but, 


vaſſal tribes, ; 
much more inclined to ſecond, than to repel, the | 
invaſion of the Huns. | 
 Roxolani (59) had formerly deſerted the ſtandard | 
of Hermantic, and the cruel tyrant had con- 
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age (57). A fabulousorigin was aſſigned, wor- 
thy of their form and manners; that the witches 
of Scythia, who, for their foul 'and deadly prac- 


tices, had been driven from ſociety, had copu- 
lated in the deſert with infernal f. {are and that 


this execrable 
The Fake. 


while it 


gratified their hatred, it encreaſed their fear; 


ſince the poſterity of demons and witches might 
be ſuppoſed to inherit ſome ſhare of the præter- 

natural powers, as well as of the malignant tem- 
Againſt theſe enemies, 


per, of their parents. 
Hermanric prepared to exert the united forces of 
the Gothic ſtate ; but he ſoon diſcovered that his 
provoked by oppreſſion, were 


One of the chiefs of the 


demned the innocent wife of the traitor to be 
torn aſunder by wild horſes. The brothers of 
that unfortunate Woman ſeized the favourable 

| moment 


(57) Prodigioſz formæ, et pandi z ut bipedes exiſtimes beſtias ; 3 


| quales in commarginandis pontibus, effigiati ſtipites dolantur incompti. 
Ammian. xxxi. 1. Jornandes (c. 24.) draws a ſtrong-caricature of a Cal- 
muck face. Species pavenda nigredine , 


quædam deformis offa, non 
facies ; habenſque magis puncta quam lumins. See * Hiſt, Na- 


turelle, tom. iii. p. 380. 


(58) This execrable origin, which Tornadoes le. _ defuriber with 
the rancour of a Goth, might be originally derived from a more e pleaſing 


5 fable of the Greeks. (Herodot. 1. iv. c, 9, &c.) | | 
(59) The Roxolani may be the fathers of the Pos, the Ruſſians | 


(d' Anville, Empire de Ruſſie, p. 1—10.), whoſe reſidence (A. D. 8632.) 


about Novogrod Veliki cannot be very remote from that which the Gee- 


grapher of Ravenna (i. 12. iv. 4. 46. v. 28. 30.) afligns to the Roxolar: 
(4D. 886.) | 


ſo full of horror 1 
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moment of revenge. The aged king of the 


Goths languiſhed ſome time after the dangerous 
wound which he received from their daggers: 


but the conduct of the war was retarded by his 
infirmities; and the public councils of the nation 


were diſtracted by a ſpirit of jealouſy and diſ- 


cord. His death, which has been imputed to 
his own deſpair, left the reins of government in 


the hands of Withimer, who, with the doubtful 


aid of ſome Scythian mercenaries, maintained 
the unequal conteſt againſt the arms of the Huns 
and the Alani, till he was defeated and ſlain, in 
a deciſive battle. The Oſtrogoths ſubmitted to 
their fate: and the royal race of the Amali will 
hereafter be found among the ſubjects of the 


haughty Attila. But the perſon of Witheric, 


the infant king, was ſaved by the diligence of 
Alatheus and Saphrax ; two warriors of approved 
valour and fidelity ; who, by cautious marches, 

conducted the independent remains of the nation 
of the Oſtrogoths towards the Danaſtus, or 
Nieſter ; a conſiderable river, which now {hag 
rates the Turkiſh dominions from the empire of 


Ruſſia. - On the banks of the Nieſter, the pru- 


dent Athanaric, more attentive to his own than 
to the general ſafety, had fixed the camp of the 


Viſigoths ; with the firm reſolution of oppoling 


the victorious Barbarians, whom he thought it leſs 
adviſable to provoke, The ordinary ſpeed of 


the Huns was checked by the weight of baggage, 
and the incumbrance of captives ; but their mi- 


litary ſkill deceived, and almoſt deſtroyed, the 

army of Athanaric. While the judge of the 
Viſigoths defended the banks of the Nieſter, he 
was encompailed and attacked by a numerous 
detachment of cavalry, who, by the light of the 


moon, had paſſed the river in a fordable place; 
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and, it was not without the utmoſt efforts of 


courage and conduct, that he was able to effec. f 
his retreat towards the hilly country. The un- WM . 
daunted general had already formed a new and WM . 
_ judicious plan of defenſive war; and the ſtrong MW CJ 
lines, which he was preparing to conſtrut be. 7 
tween the mountains, the Pruth and the Da- 1 8 
nube, would have ſecured the extenſive and 1 
fertile territory that bears the modern name of g 
Walachia, from the deſtructive inroads of the 
Huns (60). But the hopes and meaſures of the 8 
judge of the Viſigoths were ſoon diſappointed, 
by the trembling impatience of his diſmayed WM 5 
countrymen; who were perſuaded by their fears, 10 
that the interpoſition of the Danube was the only 7” 
barrier that could ſave them from the rapid 5 
purſuit, and invincible valour, of the Barbarians | i} 
of Scythia, Under the command of Fritigen WM {4 
and Alavivus (61), the body of the nation ha- 8 
tily advanced to the banks of the great river, th 
and implored the protection of the Roman em- - 
peror of the Eaſt. Athanaric himſelf, ſtill anx- 3 
10us to avoid the guilt of perjury, retired, with Ne 
a band of faithful followers, into the moun- V 
tainous country of Caucaland ; which appears WM x; 
to have been guarded, and almoſt concealed, by tu 
the impenetrable foreſts of Tranſylvania (62). (ih 
The Cethe After Valens had terminated the Gothic war _ 
implore the With ſome renten of glory and ſucceſs, he 15 
protect ĩon of e made ; 
Valens, | . lit 
9 3 8 tiv 
e (60) The text of Ammianus ſeems to be imperfec, or corrupt ; buy | 
the nature of the ground explains, and almoſt defines, the Gothic 
rampart. Memoires de |'Academie, &c. tom. xxviti. p. 444—462. 
(61) M. de Buat (Hiſt. des Peuples de l'Europe, tom. vi. p. 407.) 0 
has conceived a ſtrange idea, that Alavivus was the ſame perſon as Mor 


Ulphilas, the Gothic biſhop ; and that U!philas, the e Cap. 
| padocian captive, became a temporal prince of the Goths. 

(62) Ammianus (Xxxi. 3.) and Jornandes (de Rebus Geticis, c. 24/) 

deſcribe the ſubverſion of 4. Gothic empire by the Auns, 
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made a progreſs through his dominions of Aſia, 
and at length fixed his reſidence in the capital 
of Syria. The five years (64) which he ſpent 
at Antioch were employed to watch, from a ſe- 
cure diſtance, the hoſtile deſigns of the Perſian 
monarch; to check the depradations of the 
Saracens and laurians (64); to enforce by ar- 
guments, more prevalent. than thoſe of reaſon 


and eloquence, the belief of the Arian theolo- 


gy ; and to ſatisfy his anxious ſuſpicions | by the 
| promiſcuous execution of the innocent and the 
guilty. But the attention of the emperor was 
| moſt ſeriouſly engaged, by the important in- 
telligence which he received from the civil and 
military officers who were entruſted with the 
| defence of the Danube. He was informed, that 
the North was agitated by a furious tempeſt ; 
that the irruption of the Huns, an unknown 
and monſtrous race of ſavages, had ſubverted 
the power of the Goths; and that the ſuppliant 
multitudes of that warlike nation, whole pride 
was now humbled in the duſt, covered a {pace 
of many miles along the banks of the river. 
With outſtretched arms, and pathetic lamenta- 
tions, they loudly deplored their paſt misfor- 
tunes and their preſent danger; acknowledged, 
that their only hope of ſafety was in the cle- 


mency of the Roman government ; and moſt 


folemaly proteſted, that if the gracious libera- 
lity of the emperor would permit them to cul- 


tivate the waſte lands of Thrace, they ſhould 
ever 


(63) The chronology * Cas; is obſcure and imperfedt. Till. 
Mont has laboured to clear and ſettle the annals of Valens. 


(64) Zoſimus, l. iv. p. 243. Sozomen, |. vi. c. 38. The Ifaurians, 
each winter, infeſted the* roads of Aſia Minor, as far as the nei * 


bourhood of Conſtantinople. Baſil, Epiſt, cc}, apud Tillement, Hiſt, des 


Empereurs, tom. v. p. 106. 
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ever hold themſelves bound, by the ſtrongeſt 
obligations of duty and glatitude, to obey the 


laws, and to guard the limits, of the republic. 


Theſe aſſurances were confirmed by the am- 
baſſadors of the Goths, who impatiently ex- 
pected, from the mouth of Valens, an anſwer | 
that muſt finally determine the fate of their 
unhappy countrymen. The emperor of the | 
Eaſt was no longer guided by the wiſdom and | 


1 * authority of his elder brother, whoſe death hap- 
375. 4 


pened towards the end of the preceding year: 


and as the diſtreſsful ſituation of the Goths re- 
quired an inſtant and peremptory deciſion, he | 
was deprived of the favourite reſource of feeble 
and timid minds; who conſider the uſe of di- 


latory and ambiguous. meaſures, as the moſt 


admirable efforts of conſummate prudence. As 
long as the ſame paſſions and intereſts ſubſiſt 
among mankind, the queſtions of war and 

peace, of juſtice and policy, which were de- 3 
bated in the councils of antiquity, will frequent- | 
ly preſent themſelves as the ſubject of modern 
deliberation. But the moſt experienced ſtateſ- 
man of Europe, has never been ſummoned to | 
conſider the propriety, or the danger, of ad- 
mitting, or rejecting, an innumerable multitude 
of Barbarians, who are driven by deſpair and 


hunger to ſolicit a ſetilement on the territories 


of a civilized nation. When that important 
propoſition, ſo eſſentially connected with the 1 


public ſafety, was referred to the miniſters of 
Valens, they were perplexed and divided ; but 


they ſoon acquieſced in the flattering ſenti- 


ment which ſeemed the moſt favourable to the 


| pride, the indolence, and the avarice of their 
ſovereign. The ſlaves, who were decorated 


with the titles of præſects and generals, dil- 
5 ſembled 
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ſembled or diſregarded the terrors of this na- 


tonal emigration ; ſo extremely different from 


the partial and accidental colonies, which had 
been received on the extreme limits of the em- 
pire. But they applauded the liberality of for- 
tune, which had conducted, from the moſt diſ- 
tant countries of the globe, a numerous and in- 


vincible army of ſtrangers, to defend the throne 


olf Valens; who might now add to the royal 
_ treaſures, the immente ſums of gold ſupplied _ 
by the provincials to compenſate their annual 

proportion of recruits, The prayers of the 

Goths were granted, and their ſervice was ac 
cepted by the Imperial court : and orders were 

immediately diſpatched to the civil and milita- 
ry governors of the Thracian dioceſe, to make 
the neceſſary preparations for the paſlage and 
ſubſiſtence of a great people, till a proper and 
ſufficient territory could be allotted for their 
future reſidence. The liberality of the empe- 
ror was accompanied, however, with two harſh 
and rigorous conditions, which prudence might 
Juſtify on the fide of the Romans; but which 
diſtreſs alone could extort from the indignant 
 Goths. Before they paſſed the Danube, they 
were required to deliver their arms: and it 


was inſiſted, that their children ſhould be ta- 


ken from them, and diſperſed through the pro- 

vinces of Aſia; where they might be civilized 
by the arts of education, and ſerve as hoſtages 
to ſecure the fidelity of their parents. 
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During this ſuſpence of a doubtful and diſ- They are 
tant negociation, the impatient Goths made cer the B. 


over the Da- 


ſome raſh attempts to pals the Danube, without: nube into 


tection they had implored. Their motions were 
Fly. obſerved by the 3 of the W 
whic 


the R 
the permiſſion of the government, whoſe Ow. 


—— — — 
— — 


— — — 4 - 
— . => : — > 
= 5 — — — 
r — 


— — 


344 


.), Zoſimus (1. iv. 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 


which were ſtationed along the river; and 


their foremoſt detachments were defeated with 


_ conſiderable ſlaughter : yet ſuch were the timid 
_ councils of the reign of Valens, that the brave 
officers who had ſerved their country in the ex- 
_ ecution of their duty, were puniſhed by the 
loſs of their employments, and narrowly eſcap- 
ed the loſs of their heads. 1 
date was at length received for tranſporting | 
cover the Danube the whole body of the Gothic | 
nation (65); but the execution of this order was | 
aà taſk of labour and difficulty. ] 
of the Danube, which in thots parts is above | 
a mile broad (66), had been ſwelled by inceſ- 
ſant rains; and, 
many were ſwept away and drowned, by the 
rapid violence of the current. 
veſſels, of boats, and of canoes, was provided: | 
many days and "nights they palled and repaſſed | 
with indefatigable toil; and the moſt ſtrenuous | 


The Imperial man- 


in this tumultuous paſſage, 


diligence was exerted by the officers of Valens, 


that not a ſingle Barbarian, of thoſe who were | 


reſerved to ſubvert the Gundations: of Rome, 
ſhould be left on the oppoſite ſhore. It was 


thought expedient that an accurate account 
ſhould be taken of their numbers; but the per- 
ſons who were employed ſoon deſiſted, with | 
amazement and diſmay, from the a ” 

1 TOs N e 


3 The bas, of * Danube hae i Amamisbus (xxxi. 3, 


But he often takes 2 


The ftream 


A large fleet of 


p. 223, 224.), Eunapius in Expert. Legat. p 199. 
20 )z and Jornandes (c. 25, 26.). Ammianus declares (e. 5 ), 52 he 
means only, ipſas rerum digerere ſummitates. 
falſe meaſure of their importance; and his ſuperfluous peolixity is dif 
_ pgreeably balanced by his unſeaſonable brevity, _ = 
(66) Chiſhull, a curious traveller, has remarked the 8 of the 
Danube, which he paſſed to the ſouth of Buchareſt, near the conflux 
of the Argiſh (p. 77.). He admires the beauty and ſpontaneous plenty | 

of Mæſia, or Bulgaria. | 4 | Ea, 


— 
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of the endleſs and impracticable taſk (67): and 


the principal hiſtorian of the age molt ſeriouſly 


affirms, that the prodigious armies of Darius 
and Xerxes, which had ſo long been conſidered 
as the fables of vain and credulous antiquity, 
were now juſtified, in the eyes of mankind, by 


the evidence of fact and experience. A pro- 


bable teſtimony has fixed the number o the 


345 


Gothic warriors at two hundred thouſand men; 


and if we can venture to add the juſt proporti- 
on of women, of children, and of flaves, the 
whole maſs of people Which compoſed this 
formidable emigration, muſt have amounted to 
near a million of perſons of both ſexes, and 
of all ages. The children of the Goths, thoſe 


at leaſt a diſtinguiſhed rank, were ſeparated 


from the multitude. They were conducted. 
without delay, to the diſtant ſeats aſſigned for | 
their reſidence and education ; and as "the nu- 
merous train of hoſtages or captives paſſed 
through the cities, their gay and ſplendid ap- 
parel, their robuſt and martial figure, excited 
the ſurpriſe and envy of the Provincials. But 
the ſtipulation, the moſt offenſive to the Goths, 
and the moſt important to the Romans, was 
ſhamefully eluded, The Barbarians, who con- 


ſidered their arms as the enſigns of honour, 
and the pledges of ſafety, were diſpoſed to of- 
fer a price, which the luſt or avarice of the 
Imperial officers were eaſily tempted to accept. 
To preſerve their arms, the haughty warriors 


conſented, with ſome Telubtance, to proſtitute 
their 


(67) Quem ß ſcire velit, Libyci velit æquoris idem 
Scire quam multæ Zephyio truduntur harenæ. 
Ammianus has inſerted, in his proſe, theſe lines of Virgil (Georgic. 
I. ü.), originally deſigned by the poet to expreſs the impoſſibility of num- 
beriog the erent ſorts of vines, Sep Plin. Hitt, Natur, & XIV. 
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their wives or their daiighters; the charms of 


| a beauteous maid, or a comely boy, ſecured the 
cConnivance of the inſpectors; who ſometimes 


caſt an eye of covetouſneſs on the fringed car- 
pets and linen garments of their new allies (68), | 


or who ſacrificed their duty to the mean con- 
ſideration of filling their farms with cattle, and 
their houſes: with ſlaves, The Goths, with 


arms in their hands, were permitted to enter the 


boats; and, when their ſtrength was collected 


on the other ſide of the river, the immenſe 
camp which was ſpread over the plains and the 


| hills of the Lower Meæſia, aſſumed a threatening 
and even hoſtile aſpect. The leaders of th: 


Oſtrogoths, Alatheus and Saphrax, the guardi- 
ans of their infant king, appeared ſoon aſter- } 
Wards on the Northern banks of the Danube, | 
and immediately diſpatched their ambaſſadors þ 
to the court of Antioch, to ſolicit, with the | 


ſame profeſſions of allegiance and gratitude, 


the ſame favour which had been granted to the 
ſuppliant Viſigoths. The abſolute refuſal of 
Valens ſuſpended their progreſs, and diſcovered | 


the repentance, the ſuſpicions, and the fears, 


Their dif- 


treſs and 
_ diſcontent. 


of the Imperial council | 

An undiſciplined and unſettled nation of Bar- | 
barians required the firmeſt temper, and the | 
moſt dexterous management. The daily ſub- | 


ſiftence of near a million of extraordinary ſub- 


Jects could be ſupplied only by conſtant and | 
ſkilful diligence, and might continually be in- | 
terrupted by miſtake or accident. The inſo- 
tence, or the indignation, of the Goths, if they | 


| conceived 


(68) Eunapius and Zoſimus curiouſly ſpecify theſe 3 oy Gothic | 
wealth and luxury. Yet it muſt be preſumed, that they were the ma- 
nufactures of the provinces; which the Barbarians had acquired as the 


ſpoils of war; or a8 the sikts, or merchandiſe of Penne 
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conceived. themſelves. to be the objects, either 
of fear, or, of contempt, might urge them to 
the moſt deſperate extremities ; and the fortune 


of the ſtate ſeemed to depend on the prudence, 
as well as the integrity, of the generals of Va- 
lens. At this important criſis, the military go- 
vernment of Thrace was exerciſed by Lipicinus 
and Maximus, in whoſe venal minds the flight- | 

eſt hope of private emolument outweighed every 

conſideration of public advantage; and whoſe 
guilt was only alleviated by their incapacity of 
diſcerning the pernicious effects of their raſh | 

and criminal adminiſtration. Inſtead of obey- 


ing the orders of their ſovereign, and ſatisfying 
with decent liberality, the demands of the 


Goths, they levied an ungenerous and oppreſ- 


live tax on the wants of the hungry Barbarians. 
The vileſt food was fold at an extravagant 


price; and, in the room of wholſome and ſub- 


Rantial proviſions, the markets were filled with 


the fleſh of dogs, and of unclean animals, who 
had died of diſeaſe. To obtain the valuable 
acquiſition of a pound of bread, the Goths re- 
figned the poſſeſhon of an expenfive, though 
able ſlave; and a (mall quantity of meat 


was greedily purchaſed with ten pounds of a 


precious, but uſeleſs metal (69). When their 
property was exhauſted, they continued this 
neceſſary traffic by the ſale of their ſons and 
an; and notwithſtanding t the love of 


freedom, 


(69) Decem * the word Hae muſt be ec Jornandes ; 
betrays the paſſions and prejudices of a Goth. The ſervile Greeks, 
Eunapius and Zoſimus, diſguiſe the Roman oppreſſion, and execrate the 
perfidy of the Barbarians. Ammianus, a patriot hiſtorian, ſlightly, and 


reluctantly, touches on the odious ſubject. Jerom, who wrote almoſ; 
on the ſpot, is fair, though conciſe. Per ayaritiam Maxim yrs 20 
tebellianem fame coats ſunt (in Sun 
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Read, which animated every Gothic breaſt, 
they ſubmitted to the humiliating maxim, that | 
it was better for their children to be maintained þ 
in a ſervile condition, than to periſh in a ſtate | 
of wretched and helpleſs independence. The |} 
moſt lively reſentment is excited by the tyran- | 
ny of pretended benefactors, who ſternly exact 
the debt of gratitude which they have cancel- | 
led by ſubſequent injuries: a ſpirit of diſcon- | 
tent inſenſibly aroſe in the camp of the Bar- 
barians, who pleaded, without Week the merit 
of their patient and dutiful behaviour; and | 
loudly complained of the inhoſpitable treatment 
which they had received from their new allies. 
They beheld around them the wealth and plenty | 
of a fertile province, in the midſt of which | 
they ſuffered the intolerable hardſhips of artifi- | 
_ cial famine, But the means of relief, and even | 
of revenge, were in their hands; ſince the ra- } 
paciouſneſs of their tyrants had left, to an in- 
Jured people, the poſſeſſion and the uſe of arms : 
The clamours of a multitude, untaught to dil- | 
- guiſe their ſentiments, announced the firſt ſy mp- | 
toms of reſiſtance, and alarmed the timid and 
guilty minds of Lupicinus and Maximus. Thoſe 
crafty miniſters, who ſubſtituted the cunning of | 
temporary expedients to the wiſe and ſalutary 
Council of general policy, attempted to remove | 
the Goths from their dangerous tation on the 


| frontiers of the empire; and to diſperſe them, 


in ſeparate quarters of cantonment, through | 
the interior provinces. As they were conſcious 
how ill they had deſerved the reſpect, or con- 
flidence, of the Barbarians, they diligently col 


lected, from every fide, a military force, that 
might urge the tardy and reluctant march of 4 
people, who had not yet renounced the title, 07 


the 
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the duties, of Roman ſubjects. But the gene- 


rals of Valens, while their attention was ſolely 
directed to the diſcontented Viſigoths, impru- 


dently diſarmed the ſhips and the fortifications, 


which conſtituted the defence of the Danube. 


The fatal overſight was obſerved, and improv- 
ed, by Alatheus and Saphrax, who anxiouſly 
watched the favorable moment of eſcaping 
from the purſuit of the Huns. By the help of 


ſuch rafts and veſſels as could be haſtily pro- 


cured, the leaders of the Oftrogoths tranſ- 


ported, their king and their army, and boldly 
fixed an hoſtile and independent camp on the 
territories of the empire (70). 

Under the name of Judges, Ab and, 
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Rovolt of 
Fritigern were the leaders of the Viſigoths —_— in 


ace and war; and the authority which they Mf and 


victories. 


heir fir 
derived from their birth, was ratified by the free side. 


conſent of the nation. In a ſeaſon of tranquil- 


lity, their power might have been equal, as well 
as their rank; but, as ſoon as their countrymen 
were exaſperated by hunger and oppreſſion, the 
ſuperior abilities of Fritigern aſſumed the mili- 


tary command, which he was qualified to exer- 
ciſe for the public welfare. He reſtrained the 


impatient ſpirit of the Viſigoths, till the injuries 


and the inſults of their tyrants ſhould juſtify 


their reſiſtance in the opinion of mankind : but 
he was not diſpoſed to ſacrifice any ſolid advan- 
tages for the empty praiſe of juſtice and mode- 
ration. Senſible of the benefits which would 
reſult from the union of the Gothic powers un- 
der the ſame ſtandard, he ſecretly cultivated the 


iriendſhip of the Oſtrogoths ; and while he pro- 


feſed an implicit obedience to the orders of the 


_ Roman 


(o) Ammianus, xxxi. 4 8. | 
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Roman generals, he proceeded by flow marches | 
towards Marcianopolis, the capital of the Lower 
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Mæſia, about ſeventy miles from the banks of 


the Danube. On that fatal (pot, the flames of 
diſcord and mutual hatred burſt forth into a 
dreadful coflagration. Lupicinus had invited the 
Gothic chiefs to a ſplendid entertainment; and | 
their martial train remained under arms at the 
entrance of the palace. But the gates of the | 
city were ſtrictly guarded ; and the Barbarians | 
were ſternly excluded from the uſe of a plentiful 
market, to which they aſſerted their equal claim 
of ſubjects and allies. Their humble prayers | 
were rejected with inſolence and deriſion; and 
as their patience was now exhauſted, the town(- | 
men, the ſoldiers, and the Goths, were ſoon in- 
_ volved in a conflict of paſſionate altercation and 


angry reproaches. A blow was imprudently 
given; a ſword was haſtily drawn; and the firſt 


blood that was ſpilt in this accidental quarrel, | 
became the ſignal of a long and deſtructive war. 
In the midſt of noiſe and brutal intemperance, 


Lupicinus was informed, by a ſecret meſſenger, 
that many of his ſoldiers were ſlain, and deſpoil- 
ed of their arms; and as he was already inflamed 


by wine, and oppreſſed by ſleep, he iſſued a 
raſh command, that their death ſhould be re- 
venged by the maſſacre of the guards of Friti- 
gern and Alavivus. The clamorous ſhouts and 
dying groans appriſed Fritigern of his extreme 
ganger: and, as he poſſeſſed the calm and in- 
trepid ſpirit of a hero, he ſaw that he was loſt it 
he allowed a moment of deliberation to the man 
who had fo deeply injured him. © A trifling 
_** diſpute, ſaid the Gothic leader, with a firm 


but gentle tone of voice, appears to have 


© atiſen between the two nations; but it may 


6+. be 
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be productive of the moſt dangerous conſe- 
quences, unleſs the tumult is immediately pa- 
cified by the aſſurance of our ſafety, and the 


T: 
c 
Ry 


(Cc 


Fritigern and his companions drew their ſwords, 
opened their paſſage through the unreſiſting 
crowd, which filled the palace, the ſtreets, and 
the gates, of Marcianopolis, and, mounting 


Goths were ſaluted by the fierce and joyful ac- 


according to the cuſtom of their anceſtors; and 


who ſtil] preſumed to deſpiſe, his formidable 
enemy, marched againſt the Goths, at the head 


efficacy than the weapons and diſcipline of the 
troops. The valour of the Goths was ſo ably 


(71) Vexillis de more ſublatis, auditiſque trifle ſmantibus claſſic, 
Ammian. xxxi. 5. Theſe are the rauca cornua of Claudian (in Rufin. 


"ative of the battle of Nancy (A. D. 1477.). Attendant le combat 
*ledit cor fut cornẽ par trois fois, tant que le vent du ſoufleur pouvoit 


5 VLaveit oy.“ (See the Pieces Juſtificatives in 
lippe de Comines, tom. in. p. 493.) 


authority of our preſence.“ At theſe words, 


their horſes, haſtily vaniſhed from the eyes of 
the aſtoniſhed Romans. The generals of the 


clamations of the camp: war was inſtantly re- 
ſolved, and the reſolution was executed without 
delay: the banners of the nation were diſplayed 


the air reſounded with the harſh and mournful 
muſic of the Barbarian trumpet (1). The 
weak and guilty Lupicinus, who had dared to 
provoke, who had neglected to deſtroy, and 


of ſuch a military force as could be collected on 
this ſudden emergency. The Barbarians ex- 
pected his approach about nine miles from Mar- 
cianopolis; and on this occaſion the talents of 
the general were found to be of more prevailing 


directed 


ü. 57.), the large horns of the Uri, or wild bull 3 ſuch as have been 
more recently uſed by the Swiſs Cantons of Uri and Underwald (Sim- | 
ler de Republici Helvet, I. ii. p. 201. edit, Fuſelin, Tigur. 1734). Their 
military horn is finely, though caſually, introduced in an original nar- 


« durer: ce qui eſbahit fort Monſieur de Burgoigne; car deja 4 Morat 


the 4to edition of Phi- 
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directed by the genius of Fritigern, that they 


broke, by a cloſe and vigorous attack, the ranks 


of the Roman legions. Lupicinus left his arms | 


and ſtandards, his tribunes and his braveſt ſol- 
diers, on the field of battle; and their uſeleſs 
courage ſerved only to protect the ignominious 
flight of their leader. That ſucceſsful day 
put an end to the diſtreſs of the Barbarians, 
cc 

* day, the Goths, renouncing the precarious 
the character of citizens and maſters, claimed 
(Le 


e 


the Gothic hiſtorian (72), who celebrates, with 


rude eloquence, the glory of his countrymen. 

But the dominion of the Barbarians was exer- 
cCiſed only for the purpoſes of rapine and de- 
ſtruction. As they had been deprived, by the | 
miniſters of the emperor, of the common bene- | 
fits of nature, and the fair intercourſe of ſocial | 
life, they retaliated the injuſtice on the ſubjects | 
of the empire; and the crimes of Lupicinus 
They pene- were expiated by the ruin of the 3 huſ- 


trate into 


Thrace. bandmen of Thrace, the conflagration of their 


villages, and the maſſacre, or captivity, of their | 
innocent families. The report of the Gothic 


victory was ſoon diffuſed over the adjacent coun- 


try; and while it filled the minds of the Ro- 


mans with terror and diſmay, their own haſty 


imprudence contributed to increaſe the forces of 


Fritigern, and the calamities of the province. 


Some 


2) Jornandes de Rebus Gelicis, c. 26. p. 648. edit. Grot. Theſe 
plendidi penni (they are comparatively ſuch) are undoubtedly tranſcribed 
tom the larger hiſtories of Priſcus. Ablavius, or Caſſiodorus. 


and the ſecurity of the Romans: from that 
condition of ſtrangers and exiles, aſſumed 


an abſolute dominion over the poſſeſſors of 

land, and held, in their own right, the north- - 
ern provinces of the empire, which are bound- | 
„ed by the Danube.” Such are the words of | 
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Some time beſore the great emigration, a nume- 


rous body of Goths, under the command of 
Suerid and Cohas, had been received into the 
Protection and ſervice of the empire (53). They 
were encamped under the walls of Hadrianople: 
but the miniſters of Valens were anxious to re- 
move them beyond the Helleſpont, at a diſtance 
from the dangerous temptation which might ſo 
eaſily be communicated by the neighbourhood, 
and the ſucceſs, of their countrymen. The re- 
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ſpectful ſubmiſſion with which they yielded to the == 


order of their march, might be conſidered as a 
proof of their fidelity; and their moderate re- 
queſt of a ſufficient allowance of proviſions, and 


of a delay of only two days, was expreſſed in 
the moſt dutiful terms. But the firſt magiſtrate 


of Hadrianople, incenſed by ſome diforders 


which had been committed at his country-houſe, 


refuſed this indulgence; and arming againſt 


them the inhabitants and manufacturers of a 
populous city, he urged, with hoſtile threats, 
their inſtant departure. The Barbarians ſtood 
filent and amazed, till they were exaſperated by 
the inſulting clamours, and miſſile weapons, of 
the populace ; but when patience or contempt 
was fatigued, they cruſhed the undiſciplined 
multitude, inflicted many a ſhameful wound on 
the backs of their flying enemies, and deſpoiled 
them of the ſplendid armour (74), which they 
were unworthy to bear. The reſemblance of 
their ſufferings and their actions ſoon united this 


victorious detachment to the nation of the Viſi- 


EC. A." O00" 


(23) Gen populis ſuis longe ante ſuſcepti. We are ignorant of the 


preciſe date and circumſtances of their tranſmigration. 5 
(74) An Imperial manufacture of thields, &c. was eſtabliſhed at Hadria- 


nople ; and the populace were headed by the Fabricenſes, or workmen 


(Valef, ad, Amwvian, xxxi. 6.), 


r — 


854 


| effectual. 


ment of hardy 


 zines of corn. 


inacceſſible : reſiſtance was fatal; 
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* the troops of Colias and Suerid expected 


the approach of the great Fritigern, ranged 


_ themſelves under his ſtandard, and ſignaliſed 
their ardour in the ſiege of Hadrianople. But 
the reſiſtance of the garriſon informed the Bar- 
barians, that, in the attack of regular fortifica- 
tions, the efforts of unſkilful courage are ſeldom 
Their general acknowledged his er- 
ror, raiſed the ſiege, declared that, he was at 
peace with ſtone walls (75), and revenged 
his diſappointment on the adjacent country. He 
accepted, with pleaſure, the uſeful reinforce- 
workmen, who laboured in the 
gold mines of Thrace (76) for the emolument, 
and under the laſh, of an unfeeling maſter (17): 


and theſe new afociates conducted the Barbari- 


ans, through the ſecret paths, to the moſt ſe- 
| queſtered places, which had been choſen to ſe- 
cure the inhabitants, the cattle, and the maga- 
With the afliſtance of ſuch 


uides, nothing could remain impervious, or 
F flight was im- 

eos cob and the patient ſubmiſſion of help- 
s innocence ſeldom found mercy from the Bar- 


anten eonquerer. In the courſe of theſe depre- 


dations 


(75 Pacem ſibi eſſe cura parietibus memorans. Ta es xxxi. 7. 
(76) Theſe mines were in the country of the Beſſi, in the ridge of 


: mountains, the Rhodope, that runs between Philippi vey Philipopolis 3 
two Macedonian cities, which derived their name and origin from the 
father of Alexander. From the mines of Thrace he annually received 
the value, not the weight, of a thouſant talents (200, ooel.); a revenue 
which paid the Phalanx, and corrupted the orators of Greece. See Di- 
| odor, Siculus, tom. ii. 1. xvi. p. 88. edit. Welſlcling. Godefroy's Commen- 

3 mentary on the Theodoſian Code, tom. iii. p. 496, Cellarius, Geograph- 


Antiq. tom. i. p. 676. 857. 1 e e Ron tom. i. 
p. 336. 


(77) As thoſe unhappy workmen often ran away, Valens had enacded 


ſevere laws to drag them from their 5 -Places- Cod. Theodofian, L 
x. tit. xix. x. leg. 5. 7. | 
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reſtored to the embraces of their afflicted pa- 
rents; but theſe tender interviews, which might 


the Romans (78). 


enterpriſe, he ſolicited the aſſiſtance of his nep- 


the forces of the Weſt. The veteran troops 


e Di- | 
men” menia ; that important frontier was abandoned 
b. 0 the diſcretion of Spor; and the immediate 

m. i. A a2 2 cConduc 


roads of the Barbarians, 


dations, a great number of the children of the 
Goths, 'who had been ſold into captivity, were 


hew, the emperor Gratian, who commanded all 


were haſtily recalled from the defence of Ar- 


(78) See Ammianus, xxxi. f, 6. The hiſtorian of the Gothic war 
bes time and ſpace, by. an unſeaſgnable recapitulation of the ancient 
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have revived and cheriſhed in their minds fome _ 
ſentiments of humanity, tended only to ſtimu- 
late their native fierceneſs by the deſire of re- 
venge. They liſtened, with eager attention, to, 
the complaints of their captive children, who bad 
ſuffered the moſt cruel indignities from the luſt- . 

ful or angry paſſions of their maſters; and the 
ſame cruelties, the ſame indignities, were ſe-⸗ 
verely retaliated on the ſons and daughters of. 


The imprudence of Valens and his miniftersOperatios 
had introduced into the heart of the „„ 
nation of enemies; but the Viſigoths might A. p: 77. 
even yet have been reconciled, by the manly 
confeſſion of paſt errors, and the ſincere perfor- 
mance of former engagements. Theſe healing 
and temperate meaſures ſeemed to concur with 
the timorous diſpoſition of the ſovereign of the 
Eaſt: but, on this occaſion alone, Valens was 
brave; and his unſeaſonable bravery was fatal 
to himſelf and to his ſubjects. He declared his 
intention of marching from Antioch to Conſtan- 
tinople, to ſubdue this dangerous rebellion; and, 
as he was not ignorant of the difficulties of the 
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7 conduct of the Gothic war was entruſted, dur- 
ing the abſence of Valens, to his lieutenants 


Trajan and Profuturus, two generals who in- 
dulged themſelves in a very falſe and favoura- 


dle opinion of their own abilities. On their ar- 
rival in Thrace, they were joined by Richomer, 
count of the domeſtics; and the auxiliaries of 
the Weſt, that marched under his banner, were 
compoſed of the Gallic legions, reduced indeed 
by a ſpirit of deſertion to the vain appearances 
of ſtrength and numbers. In a council of war, 
which was influenced by pride, rather than by 
reaſon, it was reſolved to ſeek, and to encoun- 


ter, the Barbarians; who lay encamped in the 


. ſpacious and fertile meadows, near the moſt 
| ſouthern of the ſix mouths of the Danube (79). 
Their camp was ſurrounded by the uſual for- 
tification of waggons (80) ; and the Barbarians, 


ſecure within the vaſt circle of the incloſure, 


enjoyed the fruits of their valour, and the ſpoils 


of the province. In the midſt of riotous intem- 


perance, the watchful Fritigern obſerved the 
motions, and penetrated the deſigns, of the | 
Romans. He perceived, that the numbers of 


the enemy were continually increaſing ; and, as 


he underſtood their intention of attacking his | 
rear, as ſoon as the ſcarcity of forage ſhould | 


oblige him to remove his camp; he recalled to 


their ſtandard his predatory detachments, which 
IT DLL on penn 7": aovered | 


(79) The Itinerary Antonius (p. 226, 227. edit. Weſſeling) marks the 
_ ſituation of this place about ſixty miles north of Tomi, Ovid's exile : 


and the name of Salicer (the willows) expreſſes the nature of the ſoil. 


480) This circle of waggons, the Carrags, was the uſual fortification of | 


- the Barbarians (Vegetius de Re Mitllitari,' J. iii. c. 10. Valeſius ad Am- 
mian. xxxi. 7.). The practice and the name were preſerved by their 


deſcendants, as late as the fifteenth century, The Charrey, which ſur- |} 
rounded the Of, is a word familiar to the readers of Froiſſard, or Co- 


mines. 
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covered the adjacent country. As ſoon as they 
deſcried the flaming bacons (81), they obeyed 


with incredible ſpeed, the ſignal of their leader; 


the camp was filled with the martial crowd ol 
Barbarians; their impatient clamours demanded 
the battle, and their tumultuous zeal was ap- 
proved and animated by the ſpirit of their 


chiefs. The evening was already advanced; 


and the two armies prepared themſelves for 

| the approaching combat, which was deferred 
only till the dawn of day. While the trumpets 
ſounded to arms, the undaunted courage of the 
Goths was confirmed by the mutual obligation 
of a ſolemn oath; and as they advanced to 
meet the enemy, the rude ſongs, which celebrat- 


ed dhe glory of their forefathers, were mingled 


with their fierce and diſſonant outcries : and op- 


poſed to the artificial harmony of the Roman 


ſhout. Some military ſkill was diſplayed by 
Fritigern to gain the advantage of a command- 
ing eminence ; but the bloody conflict, which 
began and ended with the light, was maintain- 
ed, on either ſide, by the perſonal and obſtinate 


efforts of ſtrength, valour, and agility, The 


legions of Armenia ſupported their fame in 


arms; but they were oppreſſed by the irreſiſtible 


weight of the hoſtile multitude : the left "ng 
of the Romans was thrown into diſorder, and 


the field was ſtrewed with their mangled car- 


caſſes. This partial defeat was balanced, how- 
ever, by partial ſucceſs ; and when the two ar- 
mies, at a late hour of the evening, retreated 
to their reſpective We neither of them could 


claim 


(881) Statim ut accenſi . 1 have uſed the literal ſenſe - real 


torches or beacons ; but I almoſt ſuſpeQ, that it is only one of thoſe 


turgid metaphors, thoſe falſe WOT" that perpetually — the 
* of Ammianus | | | 
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dlaim the honours, or the effects, of a deciſive 
victory. The real loſs was more ſeverely felt 


8 by the Romans, in proportion to the ſmallneſs 


of their numbers; but the Goths were ſo deeply 
confounded and diſmayed by this vigorous, and 
perhaps unexpected, reſiſtance, that they re- 
mained ſeven days within the circle of their for- 


uifications. Such funeral rites, as the circum- 


ſtances of time and place would admit, were 
piouſly diſcharged to ſome officers of diſtinguiſh- 


c rank; but the indiſcriminate vulgar was left 
unburied on the plain. Their fleſh was greedily 


devoured by the birds of prey, who, in that age, 
enjoyed very frequent and delicious feaſts ; and 
| ſeveral years afterwards the white and naked 
bones, which covered the wide extent of the fields 


preſented to the eyes of Ammianus, a dreadful 


monument of the battle of Salices (82). 


| Vrjmefthe The progreſs of the Goths had been checked 


any gg, the doubtful event of that bloody day; and 


| Alan &. the Imperial generals, whoſe army would have 
been conſumed by the repetition of ſuch a con- 


teſt, embraced the more rational plan, of de- 
ſtroyin the Barbarians, by the wants and preſ- 


ſure of their own multitudes. They prepared 
to confine the Viſigoths in the narrow angle of 


land, between the Danube, the deſert of Scy thia, 


and the mountains of Hæmus, till their firengtl 


and ſpirit ſhould be inſenſibly waſted by the 
inevitable operation of famine. The deſign was 


| proſecuted with ſore conduCt and ſueccls; the 
| Barbarians 


(82) Indicant nunc uſque ee oſſibus campi. Ammian. xxxi. 7 
Bo The hiſtorian might have viewed theſe plains, either as a ſoldier or 2 
traveller. But his modeſty bas luppreffed the adventures of his own life 
ſubſequent to the Perſian wars of Conſtantius and Julian. We are igno. 
rant of the time when he quitted the ſervice, and retired to Rome, Where 

| he * to have . his Hin of his Owa Times. 


fe 
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Barbarians had almoſt exhauſted their own ma- 
gazines, and the harveſts of the country; and 


the diligence of Saturninus, the maſter-general 


of the cavalry, was employed to improve the 
ſtrength, and to contract the extent, of the Ro- 
man fortifications. His labours were interrupt- 
ed by thealarming intelligence, that new ſwarms _ 
of Barbarians had paſſed the unguarded Da- 
nube, either to ſupport the cauſe, or to imitate 
the example, of Fritigern, The juſt appre- 
henſion, that he himſelf might be ſurrounded, 
and overwhelmed, by the arms of hoſtile and 
unknown. nations, compelled Saturninus to re- 
linquiſnh the ſiege of the Gothic camp: and the 
indignant Viſigoths, breaking from their con- 
finement, ſatiated their hunger and revenge, by 
the repeated devaſtation of the fruitful country, 
which extends above three hunared miles from 
the banks of the Danube to ſtreights of the Hel- 
leſpont (83). The ſagacious Fritigern had ſuc- 
Cepſsfully appealed to the paſhons, as well as to 
the intereſt, of his Barbarian allies; and the 
love of rapine, and the hatred of Rome, ſe- 
conded, or even prevented, the eloquence of 
his ambaſſadors. He cemented a ſtrict and uſe- 
ful alliance with the great body of his country- 
men, who obeyed Alatheus and Saphrax as the 
guardians of their infant king: the long ani- 
maoſity of rival tribes was ſuſpended by the ſenſe 
of their common intereſt; the independent part of 
the nation was aſſociated under one ſtandard; 
and the chiefs of the Oſtrogoths appear to have 
yielded to the ſuperior genius of the general of 
the Viſigoths. He obtained the formidable aid 
of the Taifalæ, whoſe military renown was diſ- 


graced 


(83) Ammian? xxxi. 8. 
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graced. and polluted by the public infamy of 
their domeſtic manners. Every youth, on his 
entrance into the world, was united by the ties 
of honourable friendſhip, and brutal love, to 
ſome warrior of the tribe; nor could he hope 
to be releaſed from this unnatural connection, 
till he had approved his manhood, by ſlaying, in 
ſingle combat, a huge bear, or a wild boar of 
the foreſt (84). But the moſt 8 auxili- 
aries of the Goths were drawn from the camp 
of thoſe enemies who had expelled them from 
their native ſeats, The loote ſubordination, 
and extenſive poſſeſſions, of the Hnns and the 
Alani, delayed: the conqueſts, and diſtracted the 
councils, of that victorious people. Several of 
the Hords were allured by the liberal promiſes 
of Fritigern ; and the rapid cavalry of Scythia, 
added weight and energy to the ſteady and ſtre- 
nuous efforts of the Gothic infantry. The Sar- 
matians, who could never forgive the ſucceſſor 
of Valentinian, enjoyed and encreaſed the gene- 
ral confuſion; and à ſeaſonable irruption of 
the Alemanni, into the provinces of Gaul, en- 
gaged the attention, and diverted the forces, of 
the emperor of the Welt (85). ent 


| | oe” 

Sanaa One of the moſt dangerous inconveniencies 
as Aleman- gf the introduction of the Barbarians into the 
VVT „„ my 


(84) Hanc Taifalorum center turpern, et PO OA vite » flagitiis 3 ita ac- 

N cipimus merſam; ut apud eos nefandi concubitũs fœdere coputentur mares 

Puberes, ætatis en in eorum pollutis ufibus conſumpturi. Por- , 

ſi quii jam adultus aprum exceperit ſolus, vel interemit urſum immanem, 

colluvione liberatur ineeſti. Ammian. xxi. 9. Among the Greeks like- 

| wiſe, more eſpecially among the Cretans, the holy bands of ms 
were confirmed, and ſullied, by unnatural love. 


35) Ammian. xxxi. 8, 9. Jerom. (tom. i. p. 26.) enumerates the 
nations, and marks a calamitous period of twenty years. This epiſtle to 
Heliodorus was compoſed i in the. 22 5 397 ar, Mem, Eccle!. 
tan. xi. P- 645.). | 
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correſpondence with their hoſtile countrymen ; 
to whom they imprudently, or malicioully, re- 


_ vealed the weakneſs of the Roman empire. A 
ſoldier, of thelife-guards of Gratian, was of the 
nation of the Alemanni, and of the tribe of the 
Lentienſes, who dwelt beyond the lake of Con- 
ſtance, Some domeſtic buſineſs obliged him to 
requeſt a leave of abſence. In a ſhort viſit to 
his family and friends, he was expoſed to their 
curious inquiries ; and the vanity of the loqua- 
cious ſoldier tempted him to diſplay his inti- 
mate acquaintance with the ſecrets of the ſtate, 
and the deſigns of his maſter. The intelligence, 
that Gratian was preparing to lead the military 
force of Gaul, and of the Weſt, to the aſſiſt- 
ance of his uncle Valens, pointed | out to the 
reſtleſs ſpirit of the Alemanni, the moment, and 
the mode, of a ſucceſsful invaſion. The enter- 
priſe of ſome light detachments, who, in the 
month of February, paſſed the Rhine upon the 
ice, was the prelude. of a more important war, 
The boldeſt hopes of rapine, perhaps of con- 
queſt, outweighed the conſiderations of timid 
prudence, or national faith. Every foreſt, and 
every village, poured forth a band of hardy 
adventurers ; 'and the great army of the Mw 
manni, which, on their approach, was eſtimat- 
ed at forty thouſand men by the fears of the peo 
ple, was afterwards magnified to the number of 
ſeventy thouſand, by the vain and credulous | 
flattery of the Imperial court. The legions, _ 
which pad been ordered to march into Panno- 
nia, were immediately recalled, or detained, for 
the defence of Gaul; the military command was 
divided between Nanienus and Mellobaudes; 
and the Tn” PR, though he reſpected 


the 55 


army and the palace, was ſenſibly felt in heir 
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the long experience and ſober wiſdom of the 


former, was much more inclined to admire, and 


to follow, the martial ardour of his colleague ,; 
Who was allowed to unite the incompatible cha- 
racters of count of the domeſtics, and of king 
of the Franks. His rival Priarius, king of the 


Alemanni, was guided, or rather impelled, by 


the ſame headſtrong valour : and as their troops 
were animated by the ſpirit of their leaders, 
they met, they ſaw, they encountered, each 
other, near the town of Argentaria, or Colmar 
(86), in the plains of Alſace, The glory of the 
day was juſtly aſcribed to the miſſile weapons, 
and well-practiſed evolutions, of the Roman 
foldiers: the Alemanni, who long maintained 
their ground, were ſlaughtered with unrelenting 
fury: five thouſand only of the Barbarians e(- 
caped to the woods and mountains; and the 
glorious death of their king on the field of bat- 
* the, ſaved him from the reproaches of the peo- 
ple, who are always diſpoſed to accuſe the juſ- 
tice, or policy, of an unſucceſsful war. After 
this ſignal victory, which ſecured the peace of 
Gaul, and aſſerted the honour of the Roman 
arms, the emperor Gratian appeared to proceed 
without delay on his Eaſtern expedition; but as 


he approached the confines of the Alemanni, 


he ſuddenly inclined to the left, ſurprifed them 
by his unexpected paſſage of the Rhine, and 


boldly advanced into the heart of the country. 


The Barbarians oppoſed to his progreſs the ob- 
 ſtacles of nature and of courage; and ſtill con- 


tinued 


(86) The field of battle, Argentaria, or Argentwaria, is accurately 
fixed by M. d'Anville (Notice de I Ancienne Gaule, p. 96—99.) at 
twenty-three Gallic leagues, or thirty-four and a half Roman miles, to 
| the South of Straſburgh. From its ruins the adjacent town of Calmar 
bas ariſen, SEE e 5 e 
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tinued to retreat, from one hill to another, till = 
they were ſatisfied, by repeated trials, of the 1 
power and perſeverance of their enemies. Their | 

ſubmiſſion was accepted, as a proof, not indeed ii 


of their ſincere repentance, but of their actual 
4 diſtreſs; and a ſelect number of their brave and 
B robuſt youth was exacted from the faithleſs na- e 
1 tion, as the moſt ſubſtantial pledge of their fu- , F 
. ture moderation. The ſubjects of the empire, ih 
3 who had ſo often experienced, that the Ale- — 
r manni could neither be ſubdued by arms, nor = 
e reſtrained by treaties, might not promiſe them. © 
"= ſelves any ſolid or laſting tranquility : but they 
n diſcovered, in the virtues of their young ſove- 
d reign, the proſpect of a long and aulpicious 
g reign. When the legions climbed the moun- 
tains, and ſcaled the fortifications, of the Bar- 
1e ; barians, the valour of Gratian was diſtinguiſhed 2 
t- m the foremoſt ranks; and the gilt and varie- 
5 gated armour of his guards was pierced and 
if- | Tſhattered by the blows, which they had received 
cr in their conſtant attachment to the perſon of 
of | their ſovereign. At the age of nineteen, the 

' ſon of Valentinian ſeemed to poſſeſs the talents 


of peace and war; and his perſonal ſucceſs a- 

gainſt the Alemanni was interpreted as a ſure 
preſage of his Gothic triumphs (87). | 

While Gratian deſerved and . the 88 

plauſe of his ſubjects, the emperor Valens, who ee 
at length, had removed his court and army from Cas the 5 
Antioch, was received by the people of Con- Ss D. . 

| ſtantinople as the author of the public calamity. Jane 1er. 


: Before he had "Rn himſelf ten days in the 
- capital, 2 


1.887) The full and impartial narrative of Ammianus (xxxi. 10 may 
| derive ſore additional light from the Epitome of Victor, the Chronicle 
of Jerom, and the Hiltory of Oroſius * Vil, c. 33 p. 553. edit. Haver- 


cemp.). 


"TY 
capital, he was urged, by the licentious clatnours 
of the Hippodrome, to march againſt the Bar- 
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barians, whom he had invited into his domini- 


ons ; and the citizens, who are always brave at 
i diſtance from any real danger, declared, with 


confidence, that, if they were ſupplied with 


arms, they alone would undertake to deliver the 


province from the ravages of an inſulting 


foe (88). The vain reproaches of an ignorant 
__ multitude haſtened the downfal of the Roman 


Empire they provoked the deſperate raſnneſs 


of Valens; who did not find, either in his re- 


putation, or in his mind, any motives to ſup- | 


port with firmneſs the public contempt. He 


was ſoon perſuaded, by the ſucceſsful atchieve- 


ments of his lieutenants, to deſpiſe the power of 


the Goths, who, by the diligence of Fritigern, 
were now collected in the "neighbourhood of 
Hadrianople. The march of the Taifalæ had 
deen intercepted by the valiant Frigerid; the 
king of thoſe licentious Barbarians was Nin in 
battle; and the ſuppliant captives were ſent into 
Y diſtant exile to cultivate the lands of Italy, 
which were aſſigned for their ſettlement, in the 


vacant territories of Modena and Parma (89). 
The exploits of Sebaſtian (99), who v was recent- 


ly 


(88) Moratus pauciſſi mos dies, ſeditione i levium pulſus. 
Ammian. xxxi. 11. Socrates 00) iv, c. 38.) lupplies the dates and ſome 


circum ſtances, 


_ (89) Nivoſque omnes circa 3 1 et n liali- 


ca oppida, rura culturos exterminavit. Ammianus, xxxi. 9. Thoſe ci- 
ies and diſtricts, about ten years after the colony of the Taifalæ, appear 


in a very deſolate ſtate. See Muratori, Difſertaziogi ſopra le Antichiid 


Italiane, tom. 1. Diſſert. xxi. p. 334. 


| (90) Ammian. xxxi. 11. Zoſimus, I iv. p. 228. 230. The latter 


expatiates on the deſultory exploits of Sebaſtian, and diſpatches, in a few _ 
lines, the important battle of Hadrianople. According to the eccleſiaſtical | 


Free who p arg IR, the FE of Zolirrus | is 9 * 
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ly engaged in the ſervice of Valens, and pro- 


moted to the rank of maſter-general of the in- 
fantry, were ſtill more honourable to himſelf, 
and uſeful to the republic. He obtained the 
1 of ſelecting three hundred ſoldiers 


rom each of the legions; and this ſeparate de- 


tachment ſoon acquired the ſpirit of diſcipline, 
and the exerciſe of arms, which were almoſt 
forgotten under the reign of Valens. By the 
1 and conduct of Sebaſtian, a large body 
of the Goths was ſurpriſed in their camp: and 
the immenſe ſpoil, which was recovered from 
their hands, filled the city of Hadrianople, and 
the adjacent plain. The ſplendid narratives, 
which the general tranſmitted of his own ex- 
ploits, alarmed the Imperial court by the ap- 
pearance of ſuperior merit; and though he cau- 
tiouſly inſiſted on the difficulties of the Gothic 
War, his valour was praiſed, his advice was re- 
jected; and Valens, who liſtened with pride and” 
pleaſure to the flattering ſuggeſtions of the eu- 
nuchs of the palace, was impatient to ſeize the 
glory of an eaſy and aſſured conqueſt, His ar- 
my was ſtrengthened by a numerous reinforce- 
ment of veterans : and his march from Conſtan- 
tinople to Hadrianople was conducted with ſo 
much military ſkill, that he prevented the acti- 
vity of the Barbarians, who deſigned to occupy 
the intermediate defiles, and to 1ntercept either 
the troops themſelves, or their convoys of pro- 
viſions. The camp of Valens, which he pitched 
under the walls of Hadrianople, was fortified, 
according to the practice of the Romans, with 
aa ditch and rampart, and a moſt important 


council 


Hiſt. des Empereurs, tom. v. p. 121.). His prejudice and ignorance ua- 


doubtedly render him a very queſtionable judge of merit. 


— 
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cant was ſummoned, to decide the fate of 
the emperor and of the empire. 


reaſon and of delay was ſtrenuouſly maintained 


by Victor, who had corrected, by the leſſons of 
experience, the native fierceneſs of the Sarma- 
tian character; while Sebaſtian, with the flexible 
and obſequious eloquence of a courtier, repre- 
| ſented every precaution, and every meature, 
that implied a doubt of immediate victory, as 
uxworthy of the courage and majeſty of their 
invincible monarch. The ruin of Valens was 


1 precipitated by the deceitful arts of Fritigern, 


and the prudent admonitions of the emperor of 55 
the Weſt. The advantages of negociating in 
the midſt of war, were perfectly underſtood by 
the general of the Barbarians; and a Chriſtian 
cccleſiaſtic was diſpatched, as the holy miniſter 
of peace, to penetrate, and to perplex, the 
Councils of the enemy. The misfortunes, as 
well as the provocations, of the Gothic nation, 
were forciby and truly deſcribed by their am- 


blaſſador; who proteſted, in the name of Friti- 


perial army. 


able conditions; 


gern, that he was till diſpoſed to lay down his 
arms, or to employ them only in the defence of 
the empire; if he could ſecure, for his wander- 
ing countrymen, a tranquil ſettlement on the 
waſte lands of Thrace, and a ſufficient allow- 
But he added, in a 
- whiſper of confidential friendſhip, that the ex- Fe 
aſperated Barbarians were averſe to theſe reafon- 
and, that Fritigern was doubt-. 
ful whether he could accompliſh the concluſion 
of the treaty, unleſs he found himſelf ſup- 
ported by the preſence, and terrors, of an Im- 
About the ſame time, Count 


ance of corn and 9" hh 


Richomer returned from the Weſt, to announce 


the defeat and ſubmiſſion. of the Alemanni, to 


inform 5 


The party of 
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inform Valens, that his nephew advanced by 
rapid marches at the head of the veteran and vic- 
torious legions of Gaul; and to requeſt, in the ey i 
name of Gratian, and of the republic, that eve- l 
ry dangerous and decifive meaſure might be 
ſuſpended, till the junction of the two emperors 
ſhould enſure the ſucceſs of the Gothic war. 
But the feeble ſovereign of the Eaſt was aQu- 
ated only by the fatal illuſions of pride and jea- 
louſy. He diſdained the importynate advice; 
he rejected the humiliating aid; he ſecretly com- . = 
pared the ignominious, at leaſt the inglorious, 1 We 
prong. of his own reign, with the fame of a 9 
ardleſs youth; and Valens ruſhed into the 

field, to erect his imaginary trophy, before the 
diligence of his colleague could uſurp any ſhare 

of the triumphs of the day. _ 

On the ninth of Auguſt, a day which has de- gude or | 
ſerved to be marked among the moſt InauſpiciousHadrian- 
of the Roman Calendar (91), the emperor Va- A P. 358. 1 4 
lens, leaving, under a ſtrong guard, his baggage Avzuft gib. = 
and military treaſure, marched from Hadrianople 
toattack the Goths, 'who were encamped about 
twelve miles from the city (92). By ſome miſ- 
take of the orders, Kg ignorance of the 
ground, the AE 58 or column of cavalry, 
arrived in fight of the enemy, whilſt the left was 1 
ſtill at a con derable diſtance; the ſoldiers were i} 
compelled, in the PT. heat * ſummer, to 
3 Fa = 


* 8 EE, 
. Ee pom leottis, ae lM — 


. 
ns. wi el Py rei" 
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(91) Ammianus (xxxi. 12, 13.) almoſt alone. deſcribes. the 3 
and actions which were terminated by the fatal battle of Hadrianople- 
We might cenſure the vices of his ſtyle, the diſorder and perplexity of 
vis narrative ; but we muſt now take leave of this impartial kiſtorian z EE 15 
and reproach is ſilenced by our regret; for ſuch an irreparable loſs. _ | | 1 

(92) The difference of the eight miles of Ammianus, and the twelve 
of Idatius, can only embarraſs thoſe critics (Valeſius ad loc.), who fup- 


„ great army to be a mathemation paint, ane {pace or &- 
* | er. 
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ſitill continued to practiſe his cul 9 arts. He 
diſpatched meſſengers of peace, made propoſals, : 
required hoſtages, and waſted the hours, till the 
KRomans, expoſed without ſhelter to the burning 
rays of the ſun, were exhauſted by thirſt, hun- 
per, and intolerable fatigue. The emperor was | 
| perſuaded to fend an ambaſſador to the Gothic 
camp; the zeal of Richomer, who alone had 
courage to accept the dangerous commiſſion, 
was applauded: and the count of the domeſtics, 
adorned with the ſplendid enſigns of his dignity, 
had proceeded ſome way in the ſpace between 
the two armies, when he was ſuddenly recalled | 
buy the alarm of battle. The haſty and impru- 
dent attack was made by Bacurius the Iberian, 
who commanded a body of archers and target- 
teers; and as they advanced with raſnneſs, they 
retreated with loſs and diſgrace. In the ſame 
moment, the flying ſquadrons of Alatheus and 
Saphrax, whoſe return was anxiouſly expected 
by the general of the Goths, deſcended like a 


\ 


and added new terrors to the tumultuous, but 
irreſiſtible, charge of the Barbarian hoſt. The 
Deen ad Event of the Battle of Hadrianople, ſo fatal to 
| theRomans.Valeng and to the empire, may be deſcribed ina 
few words: the Roman cavalry fled ; the infan- 
try was abandoned, ſurrounded, and cut in 
pieces. The moſt kilful evolutions, the firmeſt 
courage, are ſcarcely ſufficient to extricate a bo- 
dy of foot, encompaſſed, on an open plain, by 
ſuperior numbers of horſe : but the troops of 
Valens, e by the weight of the ws 
e 
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_ precipitate their pace; and the line of battle was ; 
formed with tedious confuſion, and irregular de- 
lay. The Gothic cavalry had Cy detached to 


forage in the adjacent country ; and Fritigern 


whirlwind from the hills, ſwept acroſs the plain, 
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and their own fears, were crowded into a narrow 


| ſpace, where it was impoſſible for them to extend 
their ranks, or even to uſe, with effect, their 
ſwords and javelins. In the midſt of tumult, of 
flaughter, and of diſmay, the emperor, deſerted 
by his guards, and wounded, as it was ſuppoſed, f 
with an arrow, ſought protection among the 
Lancearii and the Mattiarii, who {till maintained 
their ground with ſome appearance of order and 
| firmneſs. His faithful generals, Trajan and 
Victor, -who perceived his danger, loudly ex- 
claimed, that all was loſt, unleſs the perlon of 
the emperor could be ſaved. Some troops, ani- 
mated by their exhortation, advanced to his re- 
lief: they found only a bloody ſpot, covered 
with a heap of broken arms, and mangled bodies, 
without being able to diſcover their unfortunate 


prince, either among the living, or the dead. 


Their ſearch could not indeed be ſucceſsful, if 
there is any truth in the circumſtances, with 
which ſome hiſtorians have related the death of 

the emperor. By the care of his attendants, Death fs: 
Valens was removed from the field of battle or” 


a neighbouring cottage, where hey attempted 
to dreſs his wound, and to provide for his future 


ſafety. But this bumble retreat was inſtant! 


rronnded by the enemy: they tried to force 


the door; they were provoked by a diſcharge of 
arrows from the roof; till at length, impatient of 


delay, they ſet fire toa pile of dry faggots, and 
conſumed the cottage, with the Roman emperor 
and his train. Valens periſhed in the flames; 
and a youth who dropt from the window, alone 
eſcaped, to atteſt the melancholy tale, and to 

inform the Goths of the ineſtimable prize which 


they had loſt by their own raſhneſs. A great 
number of brave and diſtinguiſhed officers pe- 
Vor. IV. Bb N 
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Funeral ora- UNPOPular prince, whoſe throne was already MI *« 


riſhed in the battle of Hadrianople, which equal- 


fatal conſequences, the misfortune which Rome 
had formerly ſuſtained in the fields of Cannæ (93). 
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led, in the actual loſs, and far ſurpaſſed, in the 


Two maſter-generals of the cavalry and infantry, 
two great officers of the palace, and thirty five s 
tribunes, were found among the ſlain ; and the 
death of Sebaſtian might ſatisfy the world, that C 
he was the victim, as well as the author, of the 6 
public calamity, Above two-thirds of the R- «© 
man army were deſtroyed : and the darkneſs of «© 
the night was eſteemed a very favourable circum- MF *+ 
ſtance; as it ſerved to conceal the flight of the MF *« 
multitude, and to protect the more orderly re- 
treat of Victor and Richomer, who alone, amidſt MY «© 
the general conſternation, maintained the ad- 6 
vantage of calm courage, and regular diſci- 40 
JJ. EE” T 
Wbile the impreſſions of grief and terror were *« 
ſtill recent in the minds of men, the moſt cele- <« 
brated rhetorician of the age compoſed the fune- MF *« 
ral oration of a vanquiſhed army, and of an 


tion of Va. Occupied by a ſtranger. There are not want= 1 


lens and 


army. 


Caſaubon, in 8 vo). Livy (xxii. 49.) is ſome what leſs bloody: he ſtaugh- ce 


* © ing,” ſays the candid Libanius, © thoſe who MF «© 


** arraign WF *© 


(z) Nec ulla, annalibus, præter Cannenſem pugnam its ad interne- Wl « 
cionem res legitur geſta. Ammian. xxxi. 13. According to the grave 40 
Polybius, no more than 370 horſe, and 3000 foot, eſcaped from the field ; | 
of Cannz : 10,000 were made priſoners; and the number of the flain _ : 
amounted to 5630 horſe, and 70, ooo foot (Polyb. I. iii. p. 371. edit. 


ters only 2700 horſe, and 40, ooo foot. The Roman 


| army Was ſuppoled } 4 
to conſiſt of 87, 200 effective men (xxii. 36.). . . 


(94) We have gained ſome faint light from Jerom (tom. i. p. 26: und . 
in Chron. p. 188.), Victor (in Epitome), Oroſius (J. vii. e. 33. p. 554.) «K 
| 2 (e. 27.), Zoſimus (l. iv. p. 230.), Socrates (I. iv. c. 38.) _ 
| Sozomen (I. vi. c. 40.), Idatius (in Chron.). But their united evidence, WM. 
if weighed againſt Ammianus alone, is light and unſubſtantial, 7 


1 
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* arraign the prudence of the emperor, or who 
impute the public misfortune to the want of 
courage and diſcipline in the troops. For my 
' own part, I reverence the memory of their 
former exploits : I reverence the glorious 
death, which they bravely received, ſtanding, 
and fighting in their ranks : I reverence the 
field of battle, ſtained with their blood, and 
the blood of the Barbarians. Thoſe honoura- 
ble marks have been already waſhed away by 
the rains; but the lofty monuments of their 
bones, the bones of generals, of centurions, 
and of valiant warriors, claim a longer period 
of duration. The king himſelf fought and 
fell in the foremoſt ranks of the battle. His 
* attendants preſented him with the fleeteſt 
© horſes of the Imperial ſtable, that would ſoon 
have carried him beyond the purſuit of the 
enemy. They vainly preſſed him to reſerve 
his important life for the future ſervice of the 
republic, He ſtill declared, that he was un- 
worthy to ſurvive ſo many of the braveſt and 
moſt faithful of his ſubjects ; and the monarch 
was nobly buried under a mountain of the 
ſlain. Let none, therefore, preſume to 
aſcribe the victory of the Barbarians to the 
fear, the weakneſs, or the imprudence, of the 
Roman troops. The chiefs and the ſoldiers 
were animated by the virtue of their anceſt- 
ors, whom they equalled in diſcipline, and 
the arts of war. Their generous emulation 
was ſupported by the love of glory, which 
prompted them to contend at the ſame time 
with heat and thirſt, with fire and the ſword ; 
and cheerfully to embrace an honourable 
death, as their refuge againſt flight and infa- 
my. The indignation of the gods has been 


—_— 


372 THE DECLINE AND FALL 


the only cauſe of the ſucceſs of our enemies. 
The truth of hiſtory may diſclaim ſome parts of 
this panegyric, which cannot ſtrictly be recon- 
ciled with the character of Valens, or the cir- |} 
ceumſtances of the batile: but the faireſt com- | 
mendation is due to the eloquence, and ſtill | 
more to the generoſity, of the ſophiſt of An- 
5 boch (95). 
The Goth The pride of the Goths was elated by this me- 
beſiege Ha- morable victory; but their avarice was diſap- | 
- ne" pointed by the mortifying diſcovery, that the | 
richeſt part of the Imperial ſpoil had been within = 
the walls of Hadrianople. They haſtened to 
| Poſſeſs the reward of their valour; but they WF 
were encountered by the remains of a vanquiſh- WM «+ 
ed army, with an intrepid reſolution, which was M | 
the effect of their deſpair, and the only hope of MF. 
their ſafety. The walls of the city, and the | 
_ ramparts of the adjacent camp, were lined with 
military engines, that threw ſtones of an enor- 
mous weight; and aſtoniſhed the ignorant Bar- 
barians by the noiſe, and velocity, ſtill more 
than by the real effects, of the diſcharge. The 
ſoldiers, the citizens, the provincials, the do- 
meſtics of the palace, were united in the dan- 
ger, and in the defence: the furious aſſault of 
the Goths was repulſed; their ſecret arts of | 
treachery and treaſon were diſcovered ; and, | 
after an nete conflict of many hours, they 4 
retired to their tents; convinced, by experience, | 
that it would be far more adviſeable to obſerve | 
the treaty, which their ſagacious leader had ta- 
citly ſtipulated with the fortifications of great and | 
pen cities. After the ny and impolitic | 
VVV ; maſſacre I 


SS Mee T A ³˙¹ ¹wꝛw ²˙ UR TT 


(095) Libanius de uleiſend. Julian. Nece, c. 3. in Fabricius, Viblior. 
Orac. tom. vii. p. 146=148, | 
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maſſacre of three hundred deſerters, an act of 
juſtice extremely uſeful to the diſcipline of the 
Roman armies, the Goths indignantly raiſed the 
ſiege of Hadrianople. The ſcene of war and 
tumult was inſtantly converted into a ſilent ſoli- 
tude: the multitude ſuddenly diſappeared , the 
ſecret paths of the woods and mountains were 


marked with the footſteps of the trembling fu- 


gitives, who ſought a refuge in the diſtant cities 
of Illyricum and Macedonia: and the faithful 
officers of the houſehold, and the treaſury, cau- 
_ tiouſly proceeded in ſearch of the emperor, of 


whoſe death they were ftill ignorant. The tide 


of the Gothic inundation rolled from the walls of 
Hadrianople to the ſuburbs of Conſtantinople. 
The Barbarians were ſurpriſed with the ſplendid 
appearance of the capital of the Eaſt, the height _ 
and extent of the walls, the myriads of wealthy 
and Antigen citizens who crowded the ram- 
parts, and the various proſpect of the ſea and 
land. While they gazed with hopeleſs deſire on 
the inacceſſible beauties of Conftantinople, a 
fally was made from one of the gates by a party 
of Saracens (96), who had been fortunately en- 
gaged in the ſervice of Valens. The cavalry of 
Scythia was forced to yield to the NT. 
ſwiftneſs and ſpirit of the Arabian horſes : their 
riders were ſkilled in the evolutions of irregular 
war; and the Northern Barbarians were aſto- 
niſned, and diſmayed, by the inhuman ferocity 
5 of the Barbarians of the South, A Gothic ſol- 
d | dier $55 


196) 1 Valens 104 gained, or . kat. the Friendſhip of the 
Saracens, whoſe vexatious inroads were felt on the borders of Phœnicia, 
_ Paleſtine, and Egypt. The Chriſtian faith had been lately introduced 
among a people, reſerved, in a future age, to propagate another religion 5 


(Tillemont, Hiſt. des Empereurs, 8 v. 12 10g. 106. "Of Met. 


Eccleſ. tom. vii. 9 593). 
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dier was lain by the dagger of an Arab; and 

the hairy, naked ſavage, applying his lips to the 

wound, expreſſed a horrid delight, while he 
ſacked the blood of his vanquiſhed enemy (97). 

The army of the Goths, laden with the ſpoils of 
the wealthy ſuburbs, and the adjacent territory, 

ſlowly moved, from the Boſphorus, to the 
mountains which form the weſtern boundary of 
Thrace. The important paſs of Succi was be- 
trayed by the fear, or the miſconduct, of Mau- 
rus; and the Barbarians, ho no longer had any 
reſiſtance to apprehend from the ſcattered and 
vanquiſhed troops of the Eaſt, ſpread themſelves 

over the face of a fertile and cultivated country, 

as far as the confines of Italy, and the Hadriatic 
Sea (98). . 

Dig cre. T6 Romans, who ſo coolly, and ſo conciſe- 
- pr woe ly, mention” the acts of juſtice which were exer- 
A. D. 378, ciſed by the legions (99), reſerve their compaſ- 
TO ſion, and their eloquence, for their own ſuffer- 
55 ings, when the provinces were invaded, and de- 
ſolated, 3 the arms of the ſycceſsful Barba- 


TI ans. 


(97) Crinitus quidam, nudus omnia præter pubem, ſubrancum et 
lugubre ſtrepens. Ammian. xxxi. 16. and Valeſ. ad loc. The Arabs 
often fought naked; a cuſtom which may be aſcribed to their ſultry 
climate, and oſtentatious bravery. The deſcription of this unknown 
ſavage is the lively portrait of Derur, a name ſo dreadfu} to the Chrittians 
of Syria, See Ockley's Hiſt. of the Saracens, vol. i. p, 72. 84. 87. 
(98) The ſeries of events may till be traced in the laſt pages of Am- 
mianus (xxxi. 15, 16.). Zoſimus (l. iv. P. 227. 231+). whom we are now 
reduced to cheriſh, miſplaces the ſally of the Arabs before the death of 
Valens. Evunapius (in Excerpt, Legation, p. 20.) praiſes the ny of 
Thrace, Macedonia, &c. 
(99) Obſerve with how much indifference Cæſar relates; in the Com- 
2 mentaries of the Gallic War; that he put to death the whole ſenate of 
the Veneti, who had yielded to his mercy (iii. 16.) ; that he Jaboured to 
extirpate the whole nation of the Eburones (vi. 31.) ; that forty thouſand 
perſons were maſſacred at Bourges by the Juſt revenge of his ſoldiers, why 
ſpared inder ate nor ſex (vii 27.), &c. 
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ſuch a narrative exiſt) of the ruin of a ſingle 


town, of the misfortunes of a ſingle family (ioo), 
might exhibit an intereſting and inſtructive 
picture of human manners: but the tedious re- 
petition of vague and declamatory complaints 
would fatigue the attention of the moſt patient 
reader. The ſame cenſure may be applied, 
though not perhaps in an equal degree, to the 
prophane, and the eccleſiaſtical, writers of this 
5 unhappy period; that their minds were inflamed 
by popular, and religious, animoſity; and, that 
the true ſize and colour of every object is falſi- 
fied by the exaggerations of their corrupt elo- 
quence. The vehement Jerom (101) might 
juſtiy deplore the calamities inflicted by the 
Goths, and their barbarous allies, on his native 
country of Pannonia, and the wide extent of 
the provinces, from the walls of Conſtantinople 
to the foot of the Julian Alps; the rapes, the 
maſſacres, the conflagrations ; and, above all, 
the profanation of the churches, that were turn- 
ed into ſtables, and the contemptuous treatment 
of the relics of holy martyrs. But the Saint is 
ſurely tranſported beyond the limits of nature 
and hiſtory, when he affirms, “ that, in thoſe 


« deſert countries, nothing was left except the 


e ſkyand the earth; that, after the deſtruction 
„of the cities, and the extirpation of the 
oo) Such are the accounts of the Sack of Magdeburgh, by the ec- 
cleſiaſtic and the fiſherman, which Mr. Harte has tranſcribed (Hiſt. of 

_ Guſtavus Adolphus, vol. i. p. 313—320.), with ſome apprehenſion of 


violating the dignity of hiſtory. _ 


(101) Et vaſtatis urbibus, hominibuſque interſeQis, ſolitudinem et 


raritatem beſtiarum quoque fieri, et volatilium, piſciumgue : teſtis Illyricum 


eſt, teſtis Thracia, teſtis in quo ortus ſum (Pannonia) ; ubi præter 
cclum et terram, et creſcentes vepres, et coadenſa ſylvarum cuncta 
Perierunt. Tom. vii. p. 250. ad 1. Cap, Sophonias; and tom. i. b. 26. 
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rians. The ſimple circumſtantial narrative (did 
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* human race, the land was overgrown with 


© thick foreſts, and inextricable brambles ; and 


ee that the univerſal deſolation, announced by 


** the prophet Zephaniah, was accom pliſhed, i 
e the lcarcity of the beaſts, the birds, and en 


of the fiſh.” Theſe complaints were pro- 

: SN about twenty years after the death of | 

Valens; and the Illyrian provinces, which were | 
_ conſtantly expoſed to the invaſion and paſſage of 

the Barbarians, ſtill continued, after a calamitous 

period of ten centuries, to ſupply new materials 

| Dy rapine and deſtruQion. Could it even be 

| ſuppoſed, that a large tract of country had been 

left without cultivation, and without inhabitants, 

the conſequences might not have been ſo fatal to 


the inferior productions of animated nature. 


The uſeful and feeble animals, which are nou- 
riſhed by the hand of man, might ſuffer and 


periſh, if they were deprived of his protection: 


but the beaſts of the foreſt, his enemies, or his 
victims, would multiply in the free and un 


diſturbed poſſeſſion of their ſolitary domain. 
The various tribes that people the air, or the wa- 


ters, are ſtill leſs connected with the fate of the 


human ſpecies; and it is highly probable, that 
the fiſh of the Danube would have felt more ter- 


ror and diſtreſs, from the approach of a voracious 
pike, than from the hoſtile inroad of A e 


army. 


* Whatever may have been the juſt meaſure of 
the Gothic 


| youth in ah the calamities of Europe, there was reaſon to 


A. D. 378. fear that the ſame calamities would ſoon extend 
to the peaceful countries of Aſia. The ſons of 
the Goths had been judiciouſly diſtributed through 
the cities of the Eaſt; and the arts of education 


were employed, to poliſh, and ſubdue, the na- 
tive fierceneſs of their temper. In the ſpace of 


about 
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about twelve years, their numbers had continu- 
ally increaſed ; and the children, who, in the 


firſt emigration, were ſent over the Helleſpont, 


had attained, with rapid growth, the ſtrength _ 
and ſpirit of perfect manhood (102). It was 
impoſſible to conceal from their knowledge the 
events of the Gothic war; and, as thoſe daring 
youths had not ſtudied the language of diſſimu- 
lation, they betrayed their wiſh, their deſire, 
Perhaps their intention, to emulate the glorious 
example of their fathers. The danger of the 
times ſeemed to juſtify the jealous ſutpicions of 
the provincials ; and theſe ſuſpicions were ad- 
mitted as unqueſtionable evidence, that the Goths 
of Aſia had formed a ſecret and dangerous con- 
ſpiracy againſt the public ſafety. The death of 
Valens had left the Eaſt without a ſovereign ; 
and Julius, who filled the important ſtation of 
 maſter-general of the troops, with a high repu- 
tration of diligence and ability, thought it his 
duty to conſult the ſenate of Conſtantinople ; 
which he conſidered, during the vacancy of the 
throne, as the repreſentative council of the na- 
tion. As ſoon as he had obtained the diſcretion- 
ary power of acting as he ſhould judge moſt 
expedient for the good of the republic, he aſ- 
ſembled the principal officers; and privately 
concerted effectual meaſures for the execution of 
his bloody deſign. An order was immediately 
_ promulgated, that, on a ſtated day, the Gothic 
youth ſhould aſſemble in the capital cities of 
their reſpective provinces; and, as a report was 
induſtriouſly circulated, that they mans; 
. . „ ed 


(104) Eunapius (in Excerpt. Legat. p. 20.) fooliſhly ſuppoſes a przter- 


natural growth of the young Goths ; that he may introduce Cadmus's 
armed men, who ſprung from the dragon's teeth, &c. Such was the 


Greek eloquence of the times, 
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ed to receive a liberal gift of lands and money, 
the pleaſing hope allayed the fury of their reſent- 
ment, and perhaps ſuſpended the motions of the 
conſpiracy. On the appointed day, the unarmed _ 
crowd of the Gothic youth was carefully col | 
lected in the ſquare, or Forum: the ſtreets and 
avenues were occupied by the Roman troops; 
and the roofs of the houſes were covered with 
archers and ſlingers. At the ſame hour, in all 
the cities of the Eaſt, the ſignal was given of 
indiſcriminate ſlaughter ; and the provinces of 
Aſia were delivered, by the cruel prudence of 
Julius, from a domeſtic enemy, who, in a few 
months, might have carried fire and ſword from 
the Helleſpont to the Euphrates (103). The 
urgent conſideration of the public ſafety may {| 
_ undoubtedly authoriſe the violation of every {| 
poſitive law. How far, that, or any other, con- 
ſideration, may operate, to diſſolve the natural 
obligations of humanity and juſtice, is a doc- 
trine, of which I ſtill deſire to remain ignorant. 
nary wh The emperor Gratian was far advanced on his 
veſts Theo- march towards the plains of Hadrianople, when 
doſe with he was informed, at firſt by the confuſed voice 
the Fat, Of fame, and afterwards by the more accurate 
. b. 379, reports of Victor and Richomer, that his impa- 
Vun 19: tient colleague had been ſlain in battle, and that 
two-thirds of the Roman army were extermi- 
nated by the ſword of the victorious Goths. 
Whatever reſentment the raſh and jealous vanity 
of his uncle might deſerve, the reſentment of a 
5 e F | | | * generous 5 


(i 03) Ammianus evidently approves this execution, efficacia yelox et 
ſalutaris, whieh concludes his work (xxxi. 16.). Zoſimus, who is curi- 
ous and copious (I. iv. p. 233—236.), miſtakes the date, and labours to 
find the reaſon, why Julius did not conſult the emperor Thecdoſius; * he 
had not yet aſcended the throne of the Eaſt. 
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generous mind is eaſily ſubdued by the ſofter 
emotions of grief and compaſhon : and even the 
ſenſe of pity was ſoon loſt in the ſerious and 
_ alarming conſideration of the ſtate of the repub- _ 
lic: Gratian was too late to aſſiſt, he was too 
weak to revenge, his unfortunate colleague ; 


and the valiant and modeſt We felt himſelf 

unequal to the ſupport of a 

formidable tempeſt of the Barbarians of Germa- 
ny ſeemed ready to burſt over the provinces of _ 
Gaul; and the mind of Gratian was oppreſſed, 

and diſtracted, by the adminiſtration of the 


Weſtern Empire. In this important criſis, the 
government of the Eaſt, and the conduct of the 
Gothic war, required the undivided attention of 
a hero and a ſtateſman. A ſubject inveſted with 
ſuch ample command would not long have pre- 
ſerved his fidelity to a diſtant benefactor; and 
the Imperial council embraced the wiſe and man- 
I reſolution, of conferring an obligation, rather 


than of yielding to an inſult. It was the wiſh of 
Gratian to beſtow the purple as the reward of 
virtue; but, at the age of nineteen, it is not 
eaſy for a prince, educated in the ſupreme rank, 
to underſtand the true characters of his miniſt- 
ers and generals. He attempted to weigh, with 
an impartial hand, their various merits and de- 
fects; and, whilſt he checked the raſh confi- 
dence of ambition, he diſtruſted the cautions 
wiſdom, which deſpaired of the republic. As 
each moment of delay diminiſhed ſomething of 
the power and reſources of the future ſovereign 
of the Eaſt, the ſituation of the times would not 
allow a tedious debate. The choice of Gratian 
was ſoon declared in favour of an exile, whoſe 
father, only three years before, had ſuffered, 
under the ſanction of þis authority, an unjuſt 


and 
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and ignominious death. The great Theodoſius, 
a name celebrated in hiſtory, and dear to the 
Catholic Church (104), was ſummoned to the 
Imperial court, which had gradually retreated 


from the confines of Thrace to the more ſecure. 


ſtation. of Sirmium. Five months after the 
death of Valens, the emperor Gratian produced 
before the aſſembled troops, his colleague, and 
their maſter ; who, after a modeſt, perhaps a 

ſincere, reſiſtance, was compelled to accept, 


amidſt the general acclamations, the diadem, 


purple, and the equal title of Auguſtus (105. 5 


The provinces of Thrace, Aſia, and Egypt, 


over which Valens had reigned, were reſigned to 


the adminiſtration of the new emperor : but, as 


be was ſpecially entruſted with the conduct of the 


Gothic war, the [llyrian præfecture was diſmem- 


bered; and the two great dioceſes of Dacia and 


Rieth and. / 
character of 
Theodoſius. 


Macedonia were added to the dominions of the 


Eaſtern empire 106). 
The fame province, and, perhaps, the fe 
city G which had given to the throne the 
virtues 


(104) A life of Theodofius the Great was compoſed in the laſt cen- 
tury (Paris 1679, in 4to; 1680, in 12mo), to inflame the mind of the 


| young Dauphin with Catholic zeal. The author, Flechier, afterwards 


| Biſhop of Niſmes, was a celebrated preacher ; and his hiftory is adorned, 
or tainted, with pulpit-eloquence ; but he takes his learning from Baro- 


nius, and his principles from St. Ambroſe and St. Auguſtin. 
(105) The bi! th, character, and elevation of Theodoſius, are marked 
in Pacatus (in Panegyr. Vet. xii. 10. 11, 12.), Themiſtius (Orat. xiv. 


pe. 182.), Zoſimus J. iv. p. 231.), Auguſtin (de Civitat Dei, v. 25), 


Oroſius (1. vii. c. 34.), Sozomen (1. vii. c. 2.), Socrates (I. v. c. 2.), 


Theodoret (1. v. c. f.), Philoftorgius (1 ix. c. 17. with Godefroy, p. 393.), 


the Epitome of Victor, and the Chronicles of Proſper, eatius, and 
Marcellinus, in the Thelaurus Temporum of Scaliger. | 


(106) Tillemont, Hiſt. des Empereurs, tom. v. p. 716, &c. Ws 
(107) ltalica, founded by Scipio Africanus for his wounded veterans of 


Italy. Theruins ſtill appear, about a league above Seville, but on the 
_ oppoſite bank of the river. See the Hiſpania Illuſtra of Nonius, a ar, | 


though valuable, treatiſe, C. xvii. p. 64—67. 
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virtues of Trajan, and the talents of Hadrian, 


was the original ſeat of another family of Spa- 


niards, who, in a leſs fortunate age, poſſeſſed, 


near fourſcore years, the declining empire of 


Rome (108). They emerged from the obſcu- 
rity of municipal honours by the active ſpirit of 
the elder Theodoſius, a general, whoſe exploits 
in Britain and Africa have formed one of the 
moſt ſplendid parts of the annals of Vabentinian. 
The ſon of that genera], who likewiſe bore the - - 
name of Theodoſius, was educated, by ſkilful _ 
preceptors, in the liberal ſtudies of roo; „ 
be was inſtructed in the art of war by the ten- 
der care and ſevere diſcipline of his father (109). 
Under the ſtandard of ſuch a leader, young 
Theodoſius ſought glory and knowledge, in the 
moſt diſtant ſcenes of military action; inured his 
\ conſtitution to the difference of the ſeaſons and 
climates ; diſtinguiſhed his valour by ſea and 
land; and obſerved the various warfare of the 
Scots, the Saxons, and the Moors. His own 
merit, and the recommendation of the conque- 
' Tor of Africa, ſoon raiſed him to a ſeparate com- 


mand: and, in the ſtation of Duke of Mzſia, 


he vanquiſhed an army of Sarmatians; ſaved 
the province; deſerved the love of the ſoldiers 


and, 


(108) I agree with Tillemont (Hiſt. des Empereurs, tom. v. p. 726.) 
in ſuſpeQing the royal pedigree, which remained a ſecret till the promo- 
tion of Theodoſius. Even after that event, the ſilence of Pacatus out- 
weighs the venal evidence of Themiſtius, Victor, and Claudian, who 
connect the family of Theodoſius with the blood of Trajan ind Hadrian, 
| (0g) Pacatus compares, and conſequently prefers, the youth of. 
Theodoſius, to the military education of Alexander, Hannibal, and the 


ſecond Alricanusz who, like bim, bas ſerved under their fathers. * 


30 


382 


and provoked the env: of the court (110). His 
_ riſing fortunes were ſoon blaſted by the diſgrace 


of their perſonal characters. The ſubjects, who 
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and execution of his illuſtrious father; and The- 


odoſius obtained, as a favour, the permiſſion of 
retiring to a private life, in his native province of 


Spain. He diſplayed a firm and temperate cha- 


racter in the eaſe with which he adapted himſelf. 
to this new ſituation. His time was almoſt equal- 
ly divided between the town and country: the 


ſpirit, which had animated his public conduct, 


was ſhewn in the active and affectionate perfor- 


mance of every ſocial duty ; and the diligence of 


the ſoldier was profitably converted to the im- 

provement of his ample patrimony (111), which 
lay between Valladolid and Segovia, in the midſt 
of a fruitful diſtrict, ſtill famous for a moſt ex- 
quiſite breed of ſheep (112). From the innocent, 
but humble, labours of his farm, Theodoſius was 


tranſported, in leſs than four months, to the 


throne of the Eaſtern empire : and the whole 
period of the hiſtory of the world will not perhaps 
afford a ſimilar example, of an elevation, at the 


ſame time, ſo pure, and ſo honourable. The 


_ princes who peaceably inherit the ſceptre of their 
fathers, claim and enjoy a legal right, the more 


ſecure, as it is abſolutely diſtin from the merits 


= 3 


(110) Ammianus 8 i ad gary of, The 1 


Junior Dux Maſe, prima etiam tum Janugine juvenis, princeps poſtea 
perſpectiſſimus. The ſame fact is atteſted by Themittius and Zoſimus. 

dut Theodoret (l. v. c. 5.), who adds ſome circumſtances, ſtrangely 
applies it to the time of the Interregnum. 


(111) Pacatus (in Panegyr. Vet. xii. 9. ) prefers the ruttic life of The- 


odeſius to that of Cincinnatus: the one was the akin: of choice, the | 
. Other of poverty. 


__ ($12) M. d' Anville (Geographie Kedkines; tom. i. p. 451 has fixed 
the ſnuation of Caucha, or Coca, in the old province of Gallicia, where 


Toſimus and Idatius have placed the birth, or patrimony, of Theodoſius. 
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in a monarchy, or a popular ſtate, acquire the 
poſſeſſion of ſupreme power, may have raiſed 


themſelves, by the ſuperiority either of genius 


or virtue, above the heads of their equals: but 
their virtue is ſeldom exempt from ambition; 
and the cauſe of the ſucceſsful candidate is fre- 
_ quently ſtained by the guilt of conſpiracy, or 

civil war. Even in thofe governments which al- 


low the reigning monarch to declare a colleague, 


or a ſucceſſor, his partial choice, which may be 
influenced by the blindeſt paſſions, is often di- 
rected to an unworthy object. But the moſt. 

__ ſuſpicious malignity cannot aſcribe to Theodo- 
ſius, in his obſcure ſolitude of Caucha, the arts, 
the deſires, or even the hopes, of an ambitious. 
| ſtateſman; and the name of the Exile would 

long ſince have been forgotten, if his genuine 
and diſtinguiſhed virtues had not left a deep im- 
preſſion in the Imperial court. During the fea- 
| ſon of proſperity, he had been neglected ; but, 
in the public diſtreſs, his ſuperior merit was 
_ univerſally felt and acknowledged. What con- 
fidence muſt have been repoſed in his integrity, 
ſince Gratian could truſt, that a pious ſon would 
forgive, for the ſake of the republic, the murder 
of his father! What expectations muſt have been 


formed of his abilities, to encourage the hope, 


that a ſingle man could fave, and reſtore, the 
empire of the Eaſt ! Theodoſius was inveſted 


with the purple in the thirty-third year of his age. 


The vulgar gazed with admiration on the manly _ 
beauty of his face, and the graceful majeſty of 


his perſon, which they were pleaſed to compare 


with the pictures and medals of the emperor 
Trajan; whilſt intelligent obſervers diſcovered, 
in the qualities of his heart and underſtanding, a 
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more important reſemblance to the beſt and 
greateſt of the Roman princes. 


_ prudent It is not without the moſt ſincere regret, that 


and ſucceſs- I muſt now take leave of an accurate and faithful 
ful conduct 


of the Gelhieguide, who has compoſed the hiſtory of his own | 


2 times, without indulging the prejudices and paſ- 


515 3 ſions, which uſually affect the mind of a contem- 
ary, Ammianus Marcellinus, who termi- 

: nates his uſeful work with the defeat and death 
of Valens, recommends the more glorious ſub- 
ject of the enſuing reign to the youthful vigour 
and eloquence of the riſing generation (113). 
The riſing generation was not diſpoſed to accept 


his advice, or to imitate his example (114) ; 
and, in the ſtudy of the reign of Theodofius, 
we are reduced to illuſtrate the partial narrative of 


Zoſimus, by the obſcure hints of fragments and 
| chronicles, by the figurative ſtyle of poetry or 
panegyric, and by the precarious aſſiſtance of the 


eccleſiaſtical writers, who, in the heat of religious 


faction, are apt to deſpiſe the profane virtues of 
ſincerity and moderation. Conſcious of theſe 
diſadvantages, which will continue to involve a 
conſiderable portion of the Decline and Fall of 


the Roman ks | ſhall . with doubt- 


ful ; 


(113) Let us hear Ammianus himſelf. Hæc, ut miles quondam et 
Oræcus, a principatu Cæſaris Nerve exorſus, aduſque Valentis interitum, 
pro virium explicavi menſurà: nunquam, ut arbitrer, ſciens, ſilentio 
auſus corrurnpere vel mendacio. Scribant reliqua potiores ætate, 


doctriniſque florentes. Quos id, ſi libuerit, aggreſſuros, procudere 
linguas ad majores moneo ſtilos. Ammian. xxxi. 16. The firſt thirteen 
books, a ſuperficial epitome of two hundred and fifty-ſeven years, are now 


Joſt; the laſt eighteen, which contain no more than twenty-five years, 
| tilt preſerve the copious and authentic hiſtory of his own times. 
(114) Ammianus was the laſt ſubject of Rome who compoſed a pro- 
Fane hiſtory in the Latin language. The Eaft, in the next century, pro- 
duced ſome rhetorical hiſtorians, Zoſimus, Olympiodorus, Malchus, 
Candidus, &c. See Voſſius de Hiſtoricis Grzcis, J. ii. e. 18. de Hiſto- 
ricis unn, . ii. c. 10 &c. 


ful and timorous ſteps, Yet I may boldly pro- 
nounce, that the battle of Hadrianople was never 
revenged by any ſignal or decifive victory of 
ITheodoſius over the Barbarians; and the ex- 
preſſive ſilence of his venal orators may be con- 
firmed by the obſervation of the condition and 
circumſtances of the times. The fabric of a 
mighty ſtate, which has been reared by the la- 5 
bours of ſucceſſive ages, could not be overturned — 
by the misfortune of a ſingle day, if the fatal 
power of the imagination did not exaggerate the 
real meaſure of the calamity. The loſs of forty 
thouſand Romans, who fell in the plains of Had- 
rianople, might have been ſoon reeruited in the 
populous provinces of the Eaft, which contained 
10 many millions of inhabitants. The courage 
of a ſoldier is found to be the cheapeſt, and moſt 
common, quality of human nature; and ſuffi- 
cient ſkill to encounter an undiſciplined foe, 2 
might have been ſpeedily taught -by the care of | 5 
the ſurviving centurions. If the Barbarians © N 
were mounted on the horſes, and equipped with „ 
the armour, of their vanquiſhed enemies, the 
numerous ſtuds of Cappadocia and Spain would 
have ſupplied new ſquadrons of cavalry; the 
thirty-four arſenals of the empire were-plentifully _ " 
ſtored with magazines of offenſive and defenſive 5 I 
arms; and the wealth of Aſia might {till have 
yielded an ample fund for the expences of the 
war. But the effects which were produced by 
the battle of Hadrianople on the minds of the 
Barbarians, and of the Romans, extended the 
uetory of the former, and the defeat of the lat? 
ter, far beyond rhe limits of a ſingle day. A 
Gothic chief was heard to declare, with inſolent 
moderation, that, for his own part, he was fa- 
tigued with ſlaughter; but that he was aſtoniſned 
„ Ee ns 2 
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how a. people, who fled before him like a flock 


of ſheep, could ſtill prefume to diſpute the poſ- 


ſeſſion of their treaſures and provinces (115). 
The ſame terrors, which the name of the Huns 
had ſpread, among the Gothic tribes, were in- 
ſpired, by the formidable name of the Goths, 
among the ſubjects and ſoldiers of the Roman 
empire (116). If Theodoſius, haſtily collecting 
his ſcattered forces, had led them into the field to 
encounter a victorious enemy, his army would 


have been . vanquiſhed. by their own fears; and 
his raſhneſs could not have been excuſed by the 


_ chance of ſucceſs: But the great Theodoſius, 


an epithet which he honourably deſerved on this 
momentous occaſion, conducted himſelf as the 


5 firm and faithful guardian of the republic. He 
fixed his head-quarters at Theſſalonica, the ca- 
pital of the Macedonian dioceſe (1 in); ; from 


whence he could watch the irregular motions of 


the Barbarians, and direct the operations of his 
lieutenants, from the gates of Conſtantinople to 
the ſhores of the Hadriatic. The fortifications 
and garriſons of the cities were ſtrengthened , 


and the troops, among whom a ſenſe of order 


and diſcipline was revived, were inſenſibly em- 


boldened by the confidence of their own ſafety. 


From theſe ſecure ſtations, they were encouraged 
to make frequent ſallies on the Barbarians, Who 
_ Infeſted the adjacent country; and, as they were 
ſeldom allowed to d engage, without ſome deciſive | 


Ruptnority, 


(119) e tom. i. p. 344. ot Montage I have veri. 


1 ied, and examined, this paſſage : but I ſhould never, without the aid of 
Tillemont (Hiſt. des Emp. tom. v. p. 152), have detected an hiſtorical 
7 anecdote, i in a ſtrange medley of moral and myſtie ne, addreſſed, 


by the preacher of Antioch, toa young widow. 
(116) Eunapius, in Excerpt, Legation. h 21. 


: (117) See Godefroy's Waben of the Laws. Codex beet 
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ſuperiority, either of ground or numbers, their 
enterpriſes were, for the moſt part, ſucceſsful ; 
and they were ſoon convinced, by their own 
experience, of the poſſibility of vanquiſhing their 
minvincible enemies. The detachments of theſe 
ſeparate garriſons were gradually united into 
| ſmall armies; the ſame cautious meaſures were 
purſued, according to an extenſive and well- 
concerted plan of operations; the events of each 
day added ſtrength and ſpirit to the Roman 
arms; and the artful diligence of the emperor, 
who circulated the moſt favourable reports of 
the ſucceſs of the war, contributed to ſubdue the 
pride of the Barbarians, and to animate the hopes 
and courage of his ſubjects. If,” inſtead of this 
faint and imperfect outline, we could accurately 


repreſent the counſels and actions of Theodo- 


ſius, in four ſucceſſive campaigns, there is reaſon 
do believe, that his conſummate ſkill would de- 
ſerve the applauſe of every military reader. The 
republic had formerly been ſaved. by the delays 
of Fabius: and, while the ſplendid - trophies of 
Scipio, in the field of Zama, attract the eyes of 
poſterity, the camps and marches:of the Dictator 
among the hills of Campania, may claim a 
juſter proportion of the ſolid and independent 
fame, which the general is not compelled to 
| ſhare, either with fortune or with his troops. 
Such was likewiſe the merit of Theodoſius; and 
the infirmities of his body, which moſt unſeaſon- 
ably languiſhed under a long and dangerous diſ- 
ceeaſe, could not oppreſs the vigour of his mind, 
or divert his attention from the public ſervice 5 
. Ss, 


TO Cc 2 ; 


-* (118) Moſt writers inſiſt onthe ilineſs, and long repoſe of Theodo- 
ſius at Theſſalonica: Zoſimus, to diminiſh his glory; jJornandes, to 
favour the Goths; and the eccleſiaſtical writers, to introduce bis bap - 
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1 Dieigons, 
defeat and 
| ſubmiſſion, vinces (119) was the work of prudence, rather 


1 pg than of valour: the prudence of Theodoſius 


362. 
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The deliverance and peace of the Roman pro- 


was ſeconded by fortune; and the emperor ne- 
ver failed to ſeize, and to improve, every fa- 
vourable circumſtance. As long as the ſupecior 


genius of Fritigern preſerved the union, and 


directed the motions, of the Barbarians, their 
power was not inadequate to the conqueſt of a 
great empire. The death of that hero, the pre- 
deceſſor and maſter of the renowned Alaric, 


relieved an impatient multitude from the intole- 
rable yoke: of diſcipline and diſcretion. The 


| Barbarians, who had been reſtrained by his au- 
thority, abandoned themſelves to the dictates of 
their paſſions; and their paſſions were ſeldom 
uniform, or conſiſtent. An army of conquerors 
Was broken into many diſorderly bands of ſavage 
robbers; and their blind and irregular fury was 
not leſs pernicious to themſelves, than to their 
enemies. Their miſchievous diſpoſition was 
ſhewn in the deſtruQtion of every object, which 


they wanted ſtrength to remove, or taſte to en- 


joy; and they often conſumed, with improvi- 
dent rage, the harveſts, or the granaries, which 
| ſoon afterwards became neceſſary for their own 
ſubſiſtence. - A ſpirit of diſcord aroſe among the 
independent tribes and nations, which had been 
united only by the bands of a looſe and volun- 
tary alliance. The troops of the Huns and the 
Alani would naturally upbraid the flight of the 
A who: Were not dip 


{ed to ule with mo- 
| deration 


199 compare Themiſtius (Orat. xiv. 181.) with 1 (l. iv. p. 
0 Jornandes (c. xxvii. p. 649.), and the prolix Commentary of M. 
de Buat (Hiſt. des Peuples, &c tom. vi. p. 477-552). The Chronieles | 
of Idatius and Marcellinus allude, in general terms, to, magna certami- | 
ll magna ere prælia. The two epithets are not eaſy reconciled. 


deralion the advantages of their fortune : the an- 


goths could not long be ſuſpended; and the 
haughty chiefs ſtill remembered the inſults and 


conveniencies of anarchy, were eaſily perſuaded 


the more recent Greeks ſeem to have appropriated to the Goths, 
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cient jealouſy of the Oftrogoths and the Viſi- 


injuries, which they had reciprocally offered, or 


ſuſtained, while the nation was ſeated in the 

countries beyond the Danube. The progreſs of 

domeſtic faction abated the more diffuſive ſenti- 

ment of national animoſity ;. and the officers of | - "_ 
Theodoſius were inſtructed to purchaſe, wit 
| liberal gifts and promiſes, the retreat, or ſervice, i 
of the diſcontented party. The acquiſition of 


Modar, a prince of the royal blood of the 
Amali, gave a bold and faithful champion to 
the cauſe of Rome. The illuſtrious deſerter 


ſoon obtained the rank of maſter-general, with - 


an important command; ſurpriſed an army of 


his countrymen, who were immerſed in wine | 
and ſleep; and, after a cruel flaughter of the —— 
aſtoniſhed Goths, returned with an immenſe 
| ſpoil, and four thouſand waggons, to the Im- 
perial camp (120). In the hands of a ſkilful. 
| Politician, the moſt different means may be ſuc- 
 ceſsfully applied to the ſame ends: and the 
peace of the empire, which had been forwarded 
by the diviſions, was accompliſhed by the re- 


* 1 


union, of the Gothic nation. Athanaric, who Death and 


* 


uneral of 


had been a patient ſpectator of theſe extraordi- atunaric, 


nary events, was at length driven, by the chance A. P. 361. 

ol arms, from the dark receſſes of the woods "> mag 25. 

Caucaland. He no longer heſitated to paſs the 
Danube; and a very conſiderable x of the 


ſubjects of Fritigern, who already felt the in- 


(120) Zoſimvs (I, iv. p. 232 ) ſtyles him 2 Bcythian, 2 name which 8 x 
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to acknowledge for their king, a Gothic Tudg e, 
whoſe birth they reſpected, and whole abilities 


they had frequently experienced. But age had 


| chilled the daring ſpirit of Athanaric; and, in- 


ſtead of leading his people to the field of battle 
and victory, he wiſely liſtened to the fair propo- 


ſal of an honourable and advantageous treaty. 


Theodoſius, who was acquainted with the merit 

and power "of his new ally, condeſcended to 
meet him at the diſtance of ſeveral miles from 
7 Conſtantinople ; and entertained him in the In- 
perial city, with the confidence of a friend, and 


the magnificence of a monarch. ** The Barba- = 


'* rian prince obſerved, with curious attention, 
66 


ee tice, and at laſt broke out into a ſincere and 


6 paſſionate exclamation of wonder. I now be- 
1 glories of this ſtupendous capital! and as he 
caſt his eyes around, he viewed, and he ad- 
*© mired, the commanding ſituation of the city, 
„the ſtrength and beauty of the walls and pub- 
„lic edifices, the capacious harbour, crowded 
„ with innumerable veſſels, the nerpetual con- 
„ courſe of diſtant nations, and the arms and 
diſcipline of the troops. Indeed, continued 
Athanaric, the emperor of the Romans = 
god upon earth; and the preſumptious man, 
Who dares to lift his hand againſt him, is 


2 * guilty of his own blood (121). ? The Gothic | 


king 


(121) the reader will not be diſpleaſed to lee the original words of J = 


Pet or the author whom he tranſcribed, Regiam urbem ingreſſus 


_eſt; miranſque, En, inquit, cerno quod ſzpe ineredulus audiebam, fa- 
mam videlicit tantæ urbis. 


bis commeatumque navium, nunc mæœnia clara proſpectans, miratur; 


Et huc illuc oculos volvene, nunc ſitum ur- 


puloſque diverſarum gentium, quaſi fonte in uno e diverſis partibus 
aturiente 0 fic quoque militem ordinatum aſpiciens. Deus, mp 


CY 


the variety of objects which attracted his no- 


hold, ſaid he, what I never could believe, the 
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king did not long enjoy this ſplendid and ho- 


nourable reception ; and, as temperance was not 


| the virtue of his nation, it may juſtly be ſuſ- 
pected, that his mortal diſeaſe was contracted 


amidſt the pleaſures of the Imperial banquets. 


But the policy of Theodoſius derived more ſolid 
benefit from the death, than he could have ex- 
pected from the moſt faithful ſervices, of his 
ally. The funeral of Athanaric was performed 
with ſolemn rites in the capital of the Eaſt, 
a ſtately monument was erected to his memory ; 
and his whole army, won by the liberal courte- 
| ſy, and decent grief, of Theodoſius, enliſted 
under the ſtandard of the Roman empire (122). 
The ſubmiſſion of ſo great a body of the Viſt- 
: Ae was productive of the moſt ſalutary con- 
ſequences; and the mixed influence of force, of 
reaſon, and of corruption, became every day 
more powerful, and more extenſive. Each in- 
dependent chieftain haſtened to obtain a ſeparate 
treaty, from the apprehenſion that an obſtinate 
delay might expoſe him, alone and unprotect- 
5 to the revenge, or juſtice, of the conquer- 
The general, or rather the final, capitula- _ 
| . of the Goths, may be dated four years, one 
month, and twenty-five days, after the defeat a. Db. 382, 
fe and death of the * e (123). _ 
©, 0 


eſt Gne dubio terrenus Imperator, et quiſquis adyerſus eum manum mo- 
verit, ipſe ſui fanguinis reus exiſtit. Jornandes le. xxvili. p. 650. ) pro- | 
- _ ceeds to mention his death and funeral. | | 
(122) Jornandes, c. xxvili. p. 660, Even Zoſimus a iv. p. 246) ; is 
cormnpelled to approve the generoſity of Theodoſius, ſo honourable to him- 
ſelf, and ſo beneficial to the public. = 
(23) The ſhort, but authentic, hints in the Faſti of Idatius (Chron. 5 

Scaliger. p. 52.) are ſtained with contemporary paſſion. The fourteenth 

oraticn of Themiſtius is a compliment to Peace, us the conſul Saturni- | 
dus (A. P. 383. , | | 


391 


A. — * . W * 
— o 2 ů or ox n 7 * Ny N = — 
ny . r R 1, . N 
* * Iv ab +44 PS 4 2 on ” 4 
2 x . — Wop a 


Ee AE 22. «* — 


Pad 


$6 THE DECLINE AND FALL 


Invaſion and The provinces of the Dube had been al- 


: Cm ready relieved from the oppreſſive weight of the 


or Oftro- Gruthungi, or Oftrogoths, by the voluntary re- 


got hs, 


4 b 386, treat of Alatheus and Saphrax; whoſe reſtleſs 
| October, | ſpirit had prompted them to ſeek new ſcenes of 


rapine and glory. Their deſtructive courſe was 
pointed towards the Weſt; but we muſt be ſa- 
tisfied with a very obſcure and imperfect know- 
ledge of their various adventures. The Oſtro- 
goths impelled ſeveral of the German tribes on 
the provinces of Gaul; concluded, and ſoon 
violated, a treaty with the emperor Gratian; 
advanced into the unknown countries of the 
North; and, after an interval of more than 
four. years, returned, with accumulated force, 
to the banks of the Lower Danube. Their 
troops were recruited with the fierceſt warriors 
--: Germany and Scythia; and and the ſoldiers, 


or at leaſt the hiſtorians, of the empire, no 


1 longer recognited the name and countenances of 
| their former enemies (124). The general, who 
commanded the military and naval powers of 
the Thracian frontier, ſoon perceived that his 
ſuperiority would be diſadvantageous to the 
Public ſervice ; and that the Barbarians, awed 
by the preſence of his fleet and legions, would 
probably defer the paſſage of the river till the 
approaching winter. The dexterity of the ſpies, 
whom he ſent into the Gothic camp, allured the 
Parbarians into a fatal ſnare, They were per- 
ſuaded, that, by a bold attempt, they might 
i ſurpriſe, in the filence and darkneſs of the night, 
the fleeping army of the Romans; and the 
hole Mupltltnge was haſtily embarked 1 IN a fleet 


(124) Ede; re dtn, Tao ne 70% Zoſimus, 1. iv. p. 
252. ES 1 LOI f os : 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


ſoldiers; and the women and children ſecurely 


followed in the rear, One of the nights without 
a moon had been ſelected for the execution of 
their deſign; and they had almoſt reached the 


uthern bank of the Danube, in the firm con- 


fidence that they ſhould find an eaſy landing, 
and an unguarded camp. But the progreſs of ß 
the Barbarians was ſuddenly ſtopped by an un- 
expected obſtacle; a triple line of veſſels, ſtrong- 
ly connected with each other, and which formed 
an impenetrable chain of two miles and a half 
along the river. While they ſtruggled to force 
their way in the unequal conflict, their right 
flank was overwhelmed by the irreſiſtible attack 
of a fleet of gallies, which were urged down 
the ſtream by the united impulſe of oars and of 
the tide. The weight and velocity of thoſe 
ſhips of war broke, and ſunk, and diſperſed, 
the rude and feeble canoes of the Barbarians : 
their valour was ineffectual ; and Alatheus, the = 
king, or general, of the Oſtrogoths, periſhed, 
with his braveſt troops, either by the ſword of 
the Romans, or in the waves of the Danube. 
The laſt diviſion of this unfortunate fleet might 
regain the oppoſite ſhore : but the diſtreſs and 
diſorder of the multitude rendered them alike 
incapable, either of action or council; and they 


393 
of the Oftrogoths led the van; the main bod 
conſiſted of the remainder of their ſubjects and 


Joon: : 


125) I am juſtified, by reaſon and example, in applying this Indian 
name fo the ee of the Barbarians, the ſingle trees hollowed in _ A 
"the ſhape of a boat, An provozvauy jm? % Zoſimus, 1. 


Auſi Danubium quondam tragare Gruthungi | 
In liatres fregere nemus : ter mille ruebant 
Per fluvium plenz cuneis immanibus aini, 


WS Claudian, in iy, Conſ. Hon. 613. | 
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6 


AD. 383— 


395. hiſtory of Theodoſius and his ſucceſſors. The 


ſoon implored the clemency of the victorious 
enemy. On this occaſion, as well as on many 
others, it is a difficult taſk to reconcile the 'paſ-_ 
ſions and prejudices of the writers of the age of 
Theodoſius. The partial and malignant hiſto- 
rian, who miſrepreſents every action of his reign, 
affirms, that the emperor did not appear in the 
field of battle till the Barbarians had been van- 
quiſhed by the valour and conduct of his lieu- 
tenant Promotus (126). The flattering poet, 
who celebrated, in the court of Honorius, the 
glory of the father and of the ſon, aſcribes the 
victory to the perſonal proweſs of Theodoſius; oy 
and almoſt inſinuates, that the king of the Oftro- ; 
goths was ſlain by the hand of the emperor (127). 5 
The truth of hiſtory might perhaps be found in 
a juſt medium between theſe extreme and con- 
tradictory aſſertions. 
Seine cn The original treaty which fined the Gwent 5 


3 the Goths, aſcertained their privileges, and 


and Aba, ſtipulated their obligations, would illuſtrate the 


ſeries 5 their hiſtory has imperfectly preſerved 
the ſpirit and ſubſtance of this ſingular agree- 
ment (128). The ravages of war r and tyranny 
belongs Bogen had 


| 42559 Tete iv. p. 252—266. He too frequently betrays his 
155 poverty of judgment, by diſgracing che 1 55 ſerious narratives with 
trifling and incredible circumſtances. 


(127) 


Odothæi Regis "_ 
Retulit 


Ver. 6 32. 


The opima were the doll, which a Roman a could only win "yp 
the king, or general, of the enemy, whom he had flain with his own 
| hands; and no more than three ſuch e are celebrated i in the vic- 
torious ages of Rome. 

(4128) See Themiſtius, Orat. xvi. p. 211. Claudia (in Eutrop 1. it, 
152. ) mention the Phrygian n 
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| had provided many large tracts of fertile, but 
uncultivated land, for the uſe of thoſe Barbari- 


ans, who might not diſdain the practice of agri- 


culture. A numerous colony of the Viſtgoths 
Vas ſeated in Thrace : the remains of the Oſtro-— 
goths were planted in Phrygia and Lydia; their 


immediate wants were ſupplied by a deſtributi- 


on of corn and cattle; and their future induſtry 
was encouraged by an exemption from tribute, 
during a certain term of years. The Barbarians 

would have deſerved to feel the cruel and per- 
_ fidious policy of the Imperial court, if they had 
ſuffered themſelves to be diſperſed through the 

_ provinces. They required, and they obtained, 
the ſole poſſeſſion of the villages and diſtrias 
aſligned for their reſidence; they {till cheriſhed 
and propagated their native manners and lan- 

guage; aſlerted, in the boſom of deſpotiſm, the 
freedom of their domeſtic government; and ac- 


knowledged the ſovereignity of the emperor, 


without ſubmitting to the inferior juriſdiction of 
the laws and magiſtrates of Rome. The here- 

ditary chiefs of the tribes and families were ſtill 
permitted to command their followers in peace 


and war; but the royal dignity was aboliſhed; 


and the generals of the Goths were appointed 


and removed at the pleaſure of the emperor. 


An army of forty thouſand Goths was maintain- 

ed for the perpetual ſervice of the empire of the 
Eaſt; and thoſe haughty troops, who aſſumed 
the title of Fæderati, or allies, were diſtinguiſh- 
ed by their gold collars, liberal pay, and licen- 


_ tious privileges. Their native courage was im- 
Lent, ad Foe bodorabos proved 


| — Oſtrogothis colitur miſtiſque Gruthungis 
PhryX# age BART. 1 8 . 
and then proceeds to name the rivers of Lydia, the Pactolus, and Her- 


| Mus. | 
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proved. by the uſe of arms, and the knowledge 
of diſcipline; and, while the republic was guard- 


ed, or threatened, by the doubtful (word of the 


Barbarians, the laſt {parks of the military flame 


were finally extinguiſned in the minds of the 


Romans (129). Theodoſius had the addreſs 


to perſuade his allies, that the conditions of peace 


which had been extorted from him by prudence 
and neceſſity, were the voluntary expreſſions of 


his ſincere friendſhip for the Gothic nation (1 30). 


A different mode of vindication or apology was 


oppoſed to the complaints of the people; who 
loudly cenſured theſe ſhameful and dangerous 


conceſſions (131). The calamities of the war 


were painted in the moſt lively colours ; and the 


firſt ſymptoms of the return of order, of plenty, 


and ſecurity were diligently exaggerated. The ad- 
vocates of Theodoſius could affirm, with ſome ap- 

| Pearanceof truth and reaſon, that it was impoſſible 
to extirpate ſo many warlike tribes, who were ren- 
dered deſperate by the loſs of their native coun- 


try; and that the exhauſted provinces would 


be revived by a freſh ſupply of foldiers and 
huſbandmen. The Barbarians ſtill wore an an- 
gry and hoſtile aſpect; but the experience of 


paſt times might enen the e hope, that they 
5. would 
(129) Compare Jornandes (c: 3 xx. 2.7.), who mis the apnditiog- 3 f 


number of the Gothic Federati, with Zoſimus (1. iv. p. 288.) who men- . 
tions their golden collars 3 and Pacatus (in Panegyr. Vet. xii. 37.) who 


r with falſe or fooliſh joy, their bravery and diſcipline, _ „ 
(.̃. zo) Amator pacis generiſque Gothorum, is the praife beſtowed 5 | 
the Gothic hiftorian (e. xxix.}, who repreſents his nation as innocent, 


peaceable men, flow to anger, and patient of injuries. According to 


Livy, the Romans conquered the world in their own defence. 


(131), Beſides the partial invectives of Zofimus (always diſcontented. | 
with the Chriſtian reigns), ſee the grave repreſ.ntations which 'Synefus | 
addreſſes to the emperor Arcadius (de Regno, p. 25, 26. edit. Petav.). 
The philoſophic'biſhop of Cyrene was near enough to judge; and he was 


1 kufßeienuy removed from the temptation of fear, or flattery. 
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would ac acquire the habits of induſtry and be- 
dience; that their manners would be poliſned 


by time, education, and the influence of Chri- 
ſtianity; and that their poſterity would inſenſi- 


bly blend with the great vody” of the 1211725 3 


: (132). 


and theſe ſanguine expectations, it was apparent 


to every diſcerning eye, that the Goths would 2 
long remain the enemies, and might ſoon be- 
come the conquerors, of the Roman empire. 
Their rude and infotent behaviour expreſſed 


their contempt of the citizens and provincials, 


whom they inſulted with impunity (133). To 
the zeal and valour of the Barbatians, Theodo- 
ſius was indebted for the ſucceſs of his arms: 
but their aſſiſtance was precarious ; and they 
were ſometimes ſeduced, by a treacherous and 
inconſtant diſpoſition, to abandon his ſtandard, 
at the moment when their ſervice was the moſt 


+444 3» 


% 


Notwitliſtanding theſe | ſpecious arguments Their hott 


7 — 


5 eſſential. . Mogi the civil war a © define Maxi- 


HM pfovinces, tn 5 the intrepid 
monarch to expofe his perſon, and exert his 

power, to ſuppreſs the riſing flame of rebellion 
| (134). The Public IPs were fortified 


"_DY 85 


60590 Therniſtive (Orat, xvi. p. 211, 212. „ an ie d 
rational apology, which is not, however, exempt from the puerilities of 
Greek rhetoric. Orpheus could only charm the wild beaſts of Thrace 3 
| but Theodoſius enchanted the men and women, whole predeceſſors i in the 


_ fame country had torn Orpheus i in pieces, &c. 


(133) Conſtantinople was deprived, half a day, of the public . 
ance of bread, to expiate the murder of a Gothic. ſoldier; x628vTE; To | 
| Sxvlx0y Was the 2 of the people. Libanius, Orat. xi. p. 394. edit 


_ Morel. 


(134) Zoſimu, 1. iv, p. 267-271. He tells a long and ridiculous os 5 


* of che e * who roved the n wich only five 


| horſemen, | 


rters retired 5 
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by the ſtrong ſuſpicion, that theſe tumults were 
not the effect 9 


that the Goths had ſigned 


the treaty of peace with an hoſtile and inhdi- 


_ ous ſpirit; and that their chiefs had previouſly 
bound. themſelves, by a ſolemn and ſecret oath, 
never to keep faith with the Romans; to main- 


dt,tin the faireſt ſhew of loyalty and friendſhip, 
and to watch the favourable moment of rapine, 


of conqueſt, and of revenge. But, as the minds 
of the Barbarians were not inſenſible to the 


power of gratitude, ſeveral of the Gothic leaders 


lincerely devoted themſelves to the ſervice of 
| the empire, or, at leaſt, of the emperor : the 

whole nation was inſenlibly divided into two 

_ oppolite factions, and much ſophiſtry was em- 
Ployed in converſation and diſpute, to compare 
the obligations of their firſt, and ſecond, en- | 
gagements. The Goths, who conſidered them- 

_ felves as the friends of peace, of juſtice, and of 


Rome, were directed by the authority of Fra- 


vitta, a valiant and honourable youth, diſtin- 


guiſhed above, the reſt of his countrymen, by 


the politeneſs of his manners, the liberality of 
his ſentiments, and the mild virtues of ſocial life. 
But the more numerous faction adhered to the 
fierce and faithleſs Priulf, who inflamed the paſ- _ 
ſions, and aſſerted the inde ndence, of his war- 
like followers. On one of the ſolemn feſtivals, 


when the chiefs of both parties were invited to 


the Imperial table, they were inſenſibly heated 


by wine, till they forgot the uſual reſtraints of 


diſcretion and reſpect ; and betrayed, in the pre- 

ſence of T heodoſius,. the fatal ſecret of their 

domeſtic dif) * The emperor, who had been 
„ 


korſetoer, of «lo whom the dete, 3 i killed | in an old 


Woman's Oy Os 


accidental paſſion, but the re- 
iilt of deep and 8 remeditated deſign. It was 
generally believ 
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the reluctant witneſs of this extraordinary con- 
troverſy, diſſembled his fears and reſentment, 
and ſoon diſmiſſed the tumultuous aſſembly. 


Fravitta, alarmed and exaſperated by the in- 


ſolence of his rival, whoſe departure from the 
palace might have been the ſignal of a civil 
© war, boldly followed him; and, drawing his 
ſword, laid Priulf dead at his feet. Their com- 


panions flew to arms ; and the faithful champi- 


on of Rome would have been oppreſſed by ſu- 

perior numbers, if he had not been protected 
by the ſeaſonable interpoſition of the Imperial 
guards (135). Such were the ſcenes of Barbaric 
rage, which diſgraced the palace and table of 

the Roman emperor; and, as the impatient 
_ Goths could only be reſtrained by the firm and 
temperate character of Theodoſius, the public 
ſafety ſeemed to depend on the life and mie N 
of a lingle man (136). 5 


038) compare md (in Towne: 1 p. 217 22. 11 with abe 55 
| Li iv. p.279.). The difference of circumſtances and names muſt undoubt- 
_ edly be applied to the ſame ſtory, Fravitta, or Travitta, was afterwards 
cCionſu! (A. D. 491.), and ſtill continued his faithful ſervice to the eldeſt 
| ſon of Theodoſius (Tillemont, Hiſt. des Empereurs, tom. v. p. 467.). 
(136) Les Goths ravagerent tout depuis le Danube juſqu'au Boſphore; 
exterminerent Valens et ſon armee; et ne repaſſerent le Danube, que pour 
abandonner l'affreuſe ſolitude qu'ils avoient faite (Oeuvres de Mon- 
teſquieu. tom. iii. p. 479 Conſiderations ſur les Cauſes de la Grandeur et 
de la Decadence des Romains, c. xvii.), The preſident Monteſquieu 
ſeems ignorant, that the Goths, after the | cong of Valens, never aban- 
|  doned the Roman territory. It is now 
Bello Getico, 166, &c. A. D. 404.), 


Ex quo jam patrios gens hzc oblita Triones, 
Atque Iſtrum tranſvecta ſemel, veſtigia fixit 
Threicio funelta ſolo 


- | 


The error is inexcuſable ; 1 it ee the . and immediate | 


cauſe of the fall of the Weſtern * of Rome. 
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